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DELIG;OU& NIHLTIGENCER.

CHRISTIAN CONVERSATION,

Malaciit writes :  They that fear-
ed the Lord spake often one to an-
other, and the l.ord harkened and
heard i%, and a book of rewem-
brance was written before him for
them that feared the Lord and
thought upon his name. And they
shall be mine, saith the Lord, in that
day when I make up my jewels.”

fn reading this wonderful an-
aouncement on the last page of the
OId Testament, we frel as Bunyan
did, when in his dream he saw
Christian and Hopeful, welcomed by
angels in the celestial city. “Which,
when 1 had seen I wished myself
among them.” Who would not
wish to be awong those to whom
(od listens, whose names he writes
in a book of remembrances, and
whom he calls his jewels? Who,
shen, are those highly favored ones,
and why are they thus favored!?
Yhey fear the Lord and they talk to
one anothier about him. They are
Christians, and they are social Chris-
vians, They fear the Lord ; that is
;he definition of a true believer, all
through the Old Testament. Three
vimes it is said of Job that he feared
{+od and eschewed evil. The pious
Obadiah gaid to Elijah, I, thy serv-
aut, fear the, Lord trom wy youth.”
David says in the Psalms: ¢ The
secret of the Lord is with them that
fear him ; that his goodness is laid
sp for them that frar him; that the
angel of the Lord encampeth round
about them that fear him ; that his
wmercy is from everlasting to ever-
lasting upon them that fear him.”
The idea of piety, then, is reveren
sial love for God and filial trust
i him. We do ot love him as we
Jove a human friend, or a child. He
8 our Maker and our King. Godly
fear mingles with our love. Though
be is merciful, yet he is holy, and
we tremble before him lest we grieve
a heart that is as pure and sensitive
t0 evil, as it is long-suffering and
slow to anger.

These saints of the olden time,
having this fear of God in their
hearts, “ thought upon bhis name,”
and “ spake often one to another.”
What did they speak about ¥ Was
it not what they thoaght about?
Did not their meditations control
their conversation ! Such isthe law
of all frank and coidial social inter-
gourse, We talk to one another of
the things that we think about—
that we are interested in. Talley-
rand’s cynical aphorism that the ob-
ject of conversation is to conceal our
thoughts is a libel upon human na-
ware and upon God who made us in
his own image, The prophet Zech-
ariah says, ‘‘Speak ye every man
tke truth to his neighbor.” And the
Apostle Paul repeatsthe exhortation
in his epistle to the Kphesians. Our
“ Qut of the
abundance of the heart the mouth
apeaketh.” Then it was because the
bearts of God-fearing men
were full f God that they spake of
him to one another, and spake often.
They could not help it. It was as
matural as tor childien when they
meet to speak of the mother they
jove. When the fuuntain is full
the stream will flow,

Then we tee why God listensto the
gonversation of them that tear him.
Their talking so often about him
shows how irrepressible is their love
for him. And he knows that con-
versation will quicken that love, as
when coals of tite are brought to-
gether each blazes more brightly.

We have a beautiful illustration
+f God’s interest in the conver:a‘ion
of his disciples in the xxiv. chapter
of Luke, Oan the second day after
she crucifixion Cleopas and a Chris-
sian friend went to a village called
Emmaus, and as they walked side
by side they talked about their dead
and buried Lord. Where Jesus was
ws know not.  But that conversa-
wow attracted him, He drew near
and went with them., He diew near
birciuse the topic they were dis-
aus>ing drew him. And be talked
with them, and opened to them the
Scriptures, until their hearts burned
within them. What Cbrist did
when on earth, the Holy Spirit will
still do in his name. It we wunt to
have our hearts burn within us, if
we want to have our love and faith

Saviour himeself said,

these

.kindled to-a glow of holy rapture

we should speak often one to an-
other. Christian conversation opens
the Scriptuies. Bringing together
views of truth, the results of our in-
dividual study and meditation, is as
when a company go into a cavern or
smine with torches, each has the ad-
vantage of the other’s lights, and
what would have been comparatively
dim, if one were alone, is bright and
brilliant when so many are together.

It is sometimes said that conver-
sation is one of the lost arts. In-
stead of discussing great themes and
great common interests when we
meet, we only repeat steretyped re-
marks about the weather, or canvass
the latest local scandal or news-
paper report. We toss the old topics
s0 and fro with monotonous iter-
stion, as players pitch and catch the
same ball, hour after hour. There
ie too much truth in this criticism.
And it is emphatically trae of Chris-
sian conversation. We have cranks
snd bummers in many of our con-
gregations, and floating about from

church to church, who give us any
amount of pioustalk, Christian mnc
and the froth of a l‘allow religiouns
sentimentalism. Bat of men and
women who can talk about Chriss
modestly, earnestly and lovingly, so
as to interest and edify, alas, how
fow there are! If such only are
to be wade up as jewels in that day,
small indeed will be the diadeém re-
presenting this generation !

Our 1eligion should reveal itself
in our conversation both uegatively
and positively. Fiist of all a Chris-
tian will aveid all irrevercnce, He
will not make sacred things com-
mon. He will not repeat those silly
jests in which Scripture words and
phrases are travestied. Then, he
will avoid all insincerity. He will
speak, always, truth with his neigi-
bor. He will not tell what are
called “ white lies” in business or in
social life. And above all he will
speak “ the truth ia love.” He will
be charitable. He will bhave not
only* an Lonest but a benevolent
motive in all that he says. If he
talks with a neighbor or a stranger
it will be, not as a mere pastime, but
with the desire and praver that he
may be able to say something that
will do him good.

But the grace of God in the heart
should not merely keep us from
being irreverent, untruthful and un-
charitable in vur social intercourse.
It should give us a positive influ-
ence and power.  We all ought to
be witnesses for God—living epistles
—declaring by word as well as by
deed, by loving admonition and ex-
hortation as well as by example, the
truth as it is in Jesus. The gospel
was extended in apostolic times, not
by ordained ministers only, but by
laymen. “ They that were scattered
abroad went everywnere preaching
the word.” Acts viii. 4. The ap-
ostles remained in Jerusalem, It
was their converts, both mea and
women, who carried the new reli-
gion all over the east. There was a
great deal of such evangelistic work
as that of Aquilla and Priscilla, who
took Apollos home with them, “and
expounded unto him the way of God
more perfectly.” They did this
because their hearts were full of
lave for Christ and for the souls of
men. One reason, we fear, and alas,
the great reason, why there is so
little real Christian conversation in
our day is that there is so little
Christianity. But if we cultivate
the habit of talking with one an-
other about even the little we have,
it will grow ; the learts of our
brethiren will be quickened and God
will be honored. And then he will
write our nawes in his book of re-
wembrance and prepare a setting for
us among his jewels,—Iuterior,

RS .

AS THE FATHER HATH SENT ME.

The death of our Lord on Calivary
was not more tragic than his life was
beautiful. His life was rendered
beautiful especially by his unwaver-
ing devotion to the work which his
Father committed to His hands,
His life was one of incessant labor
and toil. Noone can read the record
which God has given to us of his
Son without feeling thav there was
an urgency about his work which
never relaxed from the time of his
public entrance upon it until he
cried on the cross, *¢ It is finished!”
His Jdeath and resurrection open up
to us the possibility of heaven ; but
his life shows us the woirtby way
which we, as his disciples, are to live
on the earth. Jesus began his work
in his early childhcod, nor did he
cease it until he laid his life down
in voluntary sacrifice upon the cross.
As a little boy, he said to his sor-
1owing parents when they found him
in the Temple, “ Wist ye not that
I must be about my Father’s busi-
ness ¥ From thence onward till be
came forth to take up his public tes-
timony and ministry, ‘“ he was sub-
Ject to his parents.” - We do not
need to draw on our imagination to
persuade us that during those years
he was as intent on pleasing his
Father in heaven as he was in doing
the will of his earthly parents, The
same sublime spirit animated him in
all his pablic life, “ My Father
worketh hitherto, and I work.” “1
must work the works of hLim that
sent me while it is day.” It was his
‘““meat and drink to do the will of
him that sent hiwm.” By this we
know that, beside the high and
heavenly sense of duty whica ener-
gized his will, there was also a glad-
ness of service in it all. He count-
ed not his bodily comfort anything
in comparison with doing his Father's
will and in bringing the light of
life to poor, darkened souls. While
he lived he went about doing good ;
nor did he stay kis hand from ser-
vice to all who had need of his min-
istrations, either to body or soul,
until be said in his last prayer, * I
have finished the work which thou
gavest me to do.” He was the
heavenly embodiment of that apos-
tolic iojunction : “ Be instant in
season, out of season.,” All seasons
were seasonable to him ; in labors

often during the night.

It is said by some that our Lord’s
life cannot be, in any practical sense,
an example for us, since it is im-

abundant during the day; in prayers | trated in your shirt front.
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staps.” But, while m
ag’:u_g singlefiess o -

heart with which be gave Bi to
his Fathet’ business, and mdstsee

tbat in a measure it is impostble

for us to serve God as he did, i is

nevertheless true that he has tol us

in the most sdlemn” way tHae, " If
any man will be my dig(;)igle,let
him deny himself, take up bis ‘coss
and come after me.” Moreover,al-

most his last words to his discifes
before <his ascemsion  were ' inshe
form of a commission: *“ Ag he
Father hath sent me into the wald,
even so send I you.” We mayot
avoid the responsibility of this con-
mand. ' That will be & suicidal so-
phistry which shall lead us 10 »s-
cape from a literal interpretationof
these worda: - We mway not inded
die as an atonement for the sinsof
the world ; but we are noé to. cont
our lives dear, to ourselves in the lo-
ing the wiil of God. = We may sot
he able to heal the sick or, raise the
dead ; but we may visit the pick
und care for the dying; we may
communicate the Word of Lik to
those who are dead in trespassefand
in sins ; and thus, with the andint-
ing of the Holy Ghost, and the full
Word of God in oar hearts and on
our lips we. may even do greater
works than he did. We may nov
turn water into wine, or .a few
loaves and fishes into bread and
meat for a multitude ; but we may
bring what we possess and lay it at
the Master's feet, and, taking it, as
it were, from his hands, divide it in
such a way that a multitude may be
fed. We may be careful not to rob
the !laborer of his hire and a due
proportion of the increase of his la-
bor. We may do good, and com-
municate of our abundance. We may
look, every man, upon our neighbor,
for neighbor’s good rather than for
our profit. We may cultivate un-
selfishness and put the salvation of a

People are cold, don’ haé el
life, piety at low-tide—=ab, is thak it}
Well, well, my bay, tbatés xd.
I've “ been there " myself; and Tean
sympathize with you from my heart.
jut do you know what I have learn-
ed on this line? Perhaps I'm old,
my boy, and my words seem like
echoes of old-fashioned days, ana
may not fit inthese timés ; but I
learned a thing or two that may just
“ help a little,” and 1'll be glad to
give it to you, secing that you bave
come to me for help.

You remember during the daik
days of the war, much depended on
‘he General. If he was full of fire
and enthnsiasm, it invariably follow-
ed that thesoldierswere, and where
the spirit of ease and comfort
characterized the General, the sol-
diers weren’s worth much. The
Nineteenth Corps at Winchester
came off victorious, because of the
spirit of enthusiasmkindled by Sheri-
dan’s appearance, when all seemed
lost. And do you know that I
think the measare of the preacher
will be the measure of the church ?
If be is full of enthusiasm for the
work, it naturally follows that they
will be. If he is dull and prosy,
they will be ditto. Hold on now ;
dbu’t be too quick ! it is #rue; think
it out as you will, you’ll come to the
cqnclusion that if you measure the
preacher you’'ve got the measure of
his people. Many men complain of
their fields, and it is largely their
oyn fault. The field will be just
what you make it. It narrows it-
sdf down to two facts: If the preach-
et he an earnest, enthusiastic, de-
termined worker, he will either kill
or euve a paralyzed field. He will
do something, or fold his tent and go
vhere Le can work.

The preacher’s life, my boy, as
you are learning, isn't an easy one,
altogether, but a dreadfully earnest
one ; and the soonmer you face the

soul above the accumulation of
thousands of dollars for selfish pur-
poses. We may learn to live in
heaven while we are serving
God on the earth., In a word, we

thing squarely, and meet it with un-
\gloved hands, the better for yon.
The fuct is, the people will be what
you make out of them ; they must
catch inspiration and enthusiasm

may strive by communion with |from you, very largely. They watch

(hrist, to catch bis spirit and per
petuate it on earth. We may learn
to be content with an inheritance
reserved in heaven for us, and give
our time and talent and all the in-
crease of our fields to the spread of
the Gospel and to the salvation of a
lost world ; for we ars to light this
worla as he lighted it ; we are to
salt it with his word and spirit, and
save it from its own corruption by
the introduction of a stream of
heavenly life and service.

Alas, after all that is being dove,
how little is being done, and how
much there is to do on every hand.
We ave not unmindful of the great
aggregate of accomplished work for
Christ in the world ; but we cannot
be blind to the fact that, ia pronor-
tion to the vast numbers of profess-
ing disciples, and the almost bound-
less means for doirg good that re-
mains in their hands, we are but
feebly carrything out the great com-
mand by which we are to replace
and multiply the spiritual force of
Christ's personal presence in the
world. When we think of the nine
lundred millions of dollars expended
every year in our own land for rum,
and the less than five millions given
annnally to the spread of the Gospel
beyond the immediate fields covered
by the home Churches, and remem-
ber at the same time that the gieat
bulk of the wealth of this country is
in the hands. of Christ’s professing
disciples, we cannot but feel that we
are largely recreant to our solemn
trust. When werecall the fact that
there are ten saloons going day and
night the year round, (doing the
Devil’s work) where there is one
church or mission station (closed
four-fifths of the time), it does seem
that we are not alive to our Lord's
solemn words : ““As the Father hath
sent me into the world, so send I
you.” “ Herein is my Father glori-
fied, that ye bear much fruit. So
shall ye be my disciples.” We have
done something, both as individuals
and as organized bodies «f helievers;
but can we truly say that, .ccording
to his word, we are really ylorifying
God and demonstrating our disciple-
ship ! *“ Fruit,” *‘much fruit,” “more
fruit,”—this is the cumulative com-
mand. Are we heeding it! Are
we planning for it? Are we givi
all our besv energies, all our surplus
means, and all our best wisdom to
the realization of this ideal of dis-
cipleship, and to the discharge of
our solemn obiigations as represen-
tatives and stewards ! — Independent.

—— P e
TO MY SON IN THE MINISTRY,

G. H. W,

THE MEASURE,

In trouble again? Yes?! Well, if
you want it, I'll try and help you.
Changed your clothes! Well, you
do look as though you were a man,
and not a hot house plant, all your
stiff.ess of backbone baving concen-
ou look

(a8 though you could do something,

But what seemas to be up, now!
Preached the gospel, I hope, last
Sunday, and left out Declaration of

possible for us to * follow in his foot-

Independence ! Yes!

|

you closely ; if theie is a grave-yard
look on your face, they too will be
thinking of tombstones and other
cheerful things! Bat if you are
bright and hopeful and happy and
cheerful and sunny, the rays from
vour face will fall on them, and they,
also, will be happy.

Can't look what you don't feel?
Then feel right. You haven’t any
business to Feel otherwise. Judson
bad a little harder time than you.
and when asked how bright the
prospects were for the heathen in
Burmah, said, joyfully, “ As bright
as the promises of God.” I can see
the old man’s eyes flash fire as he
says it with a ring. Get to feel that
way, get down before God, and have
a long talk with him ; stay with him
until you can come out like Moses,
with a shining face—and your people
will see it, feel it and be ready to go
forward with you. This may not
be according to strict orthodoxy; but
then that woid was never in the
Old Book, which gives us to under-
stand that both priests and people
were pretty much alike.

Let me write out a perscription
for you, which you can take regular-
ly, and you need never fear from an
overdose :

Josh, i. 5, 8, 9 ; Isa. xlv. 2 ; xli.
10 ; Psalm xxxii. 8 ; xxxvil 4, § ;
Matt, vii. 7; John xv. 7; 2 Cor.
ix. 8; Phil. iv. 10; with an nn-
stinted measure of the power men-
tioned in Acts i. 8. Withal, a double
portion of Jamesi. 5. Dose: Mix
with olear grit (be sure and get the
right stuff), the ofiener taken the
better.

This remedy is a sure cure for the
worst cases of spiritual chills and
fever, which invariably culminates
in the deadly disease called inertia,
indisposition or the * malaria of in-
difference.” — National Baptist.

e .
UNCONSCIOUS SHINING.

At once we turn to Moses.
“ Moses wist not that the skin of
his face shone while he talked with
them.” This is a grand feature of
the grand occasion, The greatest
man of his times returning to mingle
with his fellows ; the leader return-
ing to hLis post, clad with the great
honor of bearing to man the won-
drous laws of God, and yet not know-
ing that his face is all aglow ! *‘ His
face as it has been the face of an
angel ”-—transfigured, may we say,
yet obvious of it! Well may we
study such a piciure. Poor huma-
nity is so prone to parade its honors,
and even its goodness. All the more
may we linger here—this is the
truest, highest type of piety. Be-
sides, what worthy ambition is
weakened when such a picture is
stedied. “Let me be righteous,
but ot self-righteous ; let me be
greatly good, yet not glory in my
goodness ; let me shine, and, withal,
be unconscious of the brightness.”

Mingling with shining faces may
bestir desire for such a face, but it
is not obtained thus. ‘““Go ye,
rather, and buy for yourselves.”
Moses' bright face came to him in
the mount “ with the Lord.” God’s
moral radiance is projected on the
soul when He is communed with,

u he tight of a lawp is upon the

refiector ; shinibg is the result. The
vage Decomes fragrant by conmtact
’h flowers in themselves fragrant.
There ig a demand for unconscious
shining ; appreciation of it. One of
the finest things said of Christ is,
“That He could not be hid.” His
radiant spirit made Him a light unto
the world. " Phariseeism disgusts.
“ Excuse us,” people say, when one
cries out, “ Come see my zeal for the
Lord.” Nothing is more attractive
than when one is morally great and
doesu’s know it: and esteem of the
great one is all the more won because
the winner had no talk of briuging
it about.

An instance : Near the close of a
summer a new comer found the en-
tire company of a hotel preparing to
give a fete in honor of a young lady
who was about to leave them. Each
haa some farewell gifts ready fer
“ Miss Betty.” The stranger was
curious : “ This Miss Betty is very
beautiful, no doubt,” he asked his
friend. “ No, I think not ; it never
occurred to me, but I believe she is
homely.” *‘A great heiress, then 7"
“On the contrary, a poor artist.”
“ Brilliant ¥ Witty ¥ Intellectual ¥’
“ No, indeed ; she never said a fine
thing. Neither is she learned, or
clever or fascinating ; but really she
is the most lovable girl in the world.
Not patrician, but Cewesar himself.”
*““What is the charm?’ Betty’s
friend looked perplexed. “ I don’t
know,” be hesitated, ‘‘unless it is
that she never thinks of herselt.”

———
LIFE EVERLASTING.

A dear mother lay dying. For
vears past that hoary head had been
the crowning glory home. In all
the affairs of family life her advice
had been deemed precious, for had
she not sought the wisdom that
cometh down from above, and the
confidence reposed in her judgment
was but the evideuce ot the guidiug
hand. Though the trying period of
young maternity, as through the
riper years of motherhood, and when
at length others now matured had
assumed the burdens it had been
hers to carry, and age had silvered
the locks and diminished the physical
vitality, her trust in the dear Re-
deemer had deepened and strength-
ened uutil with the apostle, in
cheerful assurance, she could say, I
know whom I have believed.” Never
had she appeared mwore beautilul
than while waiting the summons to
come up higher. Her children to
the fourth generation had gathered
around the bedside. The tenderness
and loye shown there were but the
ripeued fruit of her own planting in
the vears gome by. Grandmother
was loved because mother had first
been the all und all. As the last
words were spoken to each in turn,
in the realization that the parting
would be for a little while only, one
surprised at such calmness in the
very face of the King of Terrors,
exclaimed : “ Why, this is not like
death ”” “Death !” said the depart-
ing saint, as a new light appeared
to gleam in the dying eyes and a
momentary strength was imparted,
“death! why, this is life everlasting/”
In a few moments the spiriv had re-
turned to God who gave it—the
reality of the Christian hope, the
comfort of a childlike trust in him
who has promised us all things, both
for this life and that come !

“ Jesus thou Prince of Life,
Thy chosen can not die ;
Like thee they conquer in the strife,
To reign with thee on high !”
~Irene.,

WORKING CHRISTIANS.

Leare to be working Christians,
“ Be ye doers of the word, and not
hearers only, deceiving your own
selves.” It is very striking to see
the usefulness of many Christians,
Are there some of you who know
what it is to be selfish in your
Christianity? You have seena selfish
child go into a secret place to enjoy
some delicious morsel undisturbed
by his companions. So it is with
some Christians. They feed upon
Christ and forgiveness; but it is
alone, and all for themselves. Are
there not some of you who can enjoy
beizg a Christian, while your dearest
friend is not, and yet you will not
speak to him ! See here, you have
got work todo. When Christfound
you he said, “Go to work in my
vineyarc.” What were you hired
for, if it was not to spread salvation ?

What blessed for! O my Chris-
tian friends ! how little you live as
though you were the servants of
Christ ! How much idle time and
idle talk you have ! This is not like
a good servant. How many thin
you have to do for yourself! How
few for Christ and his people ! This
is not like a servant.—McCheyne.

. sl

There is no thorough and prosper-
ous church-religion without family-
religion ; and there is no thorough
and prosperous family-religion with-
out personal-religion. Persons are
the urits both of the family, and of
the church; and Christ saves and

sanctifies us person by person.

LEMONT & SONS,

DEALERS iIN

FURNITURE,

The largest stock in the City.

BEDROOM SETTS,
PARLOUR SETTS.
Chairs,
P OTBITY,
Chairs.
Sofas and Lounges.
EASY CHAIRS

AND

Rockers, Etc.

CROCKERY WARE,
CHINA WARE,
: COLORED WARE,

ANDGLASS WARE,
A Splendid Stock.
SILVER PLATED GOODS,
LAMPS, .
CHANDELIERS,
AND ORGANS,

Special low prices made to Churches ard
Lodges on ORGANS and LAMPS,

BABY CARRIAGES,
BOYS’ CARTS,
BOYS’ VELOCIPEDES.

inives and Forks,
Preserving Kettles,
Looking Glasses,
Tin Toilet Ware,
Stone Churns,

Butter-Trays,

CROCKS, LADELS, PRINTS, TUBS,
Erc., Erc., Erc.

Cheapest at

LEMONT’S.

1886. Spring & Summer, 1888,

NEW GOODS!
WM. JENNINGS,

Merchant Tailor,

Is now receiving a large selection of

English and Scotch Suitings,
In Checks and Plaids.

Irish Tweeds and Cheviots,

Also, a Cheice Selection of

COATINGS,

In Plain and Fancy Colours.

WM. JENNINGS,
Cor. Queen St. & Wilmot’s Alley,
Fup_l-:mcroxg N. B.

COMMENCING TO ARRIVE

—AT—

Thos. W.Smith’s

FASHIONABLE

Tailoring and Clothing
Establishment,

EDGECOMBE'S BUILDING,

Queen Street, Frederiction, N, B,

ENGLISH,
SCOTCH,
GERMAN
& CANADIAN
TWEEDS,

Of the best qusli}y and newest patterns,
GERMAN WORSTED SUITINGS
AND FRENCH TROUSERINGS,
Of the latest Designs.

The latest styles of Gents’ Fur H
Gents’ Furnishing Gm:;l in.t' o
great variety,

Satisfaction guaranteed. All th
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