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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. November 17, 1886 

HE LEADS US ON. 

He leads us on 
By paths we do not know; 

Upward He leads us, though oursteps be 
slow, 

Though ft we faint and falter by the way, 
Though storms of darkness oft obscure the 

day 
Yet, when the clouds are gone, 
We know He leads us on. 

He leads us on 
Through all the unquiet years ; 

Past all our dreamland hopes and doubts 
and fears 

He guides our steps. Through all the 
tangled maze 

Of sin, or sorrow and o’erclouded days, 
We know His will is done, 
And still He leads us on. 

And He at last, 
After the weary strife, 

After the restless tever we call life— 
After the dreariness and aching pain— 
The wayward struggles, which have proved 

in vain— 
After our toils are past — 
Will give us rest at last. 

—-—— 

“RUN BY A RING.” 

BY A MEMBER OF THAT CHURCH, 

Yea, verily, a ring. Our church 

was run by a ring. At least some of 

the brethren said so ; and they claimed 

to know all about it. It is surprising 

what comfort they seemed to take in 

ringing the changes upon this phrase. 
“The ring” seemed to consist of 

Deacon A., superintendent of the Sun- 

day-school, B., Deacon C., and Broth 

ersD., E and F. Two of them had 

considerable means and all of them had 

a good deal of piety. Whenever any- 

thing was to be done, everybody seem- 

ed to expect one of these brethren to 

begin it and the rest ‘of them to help 

him. They always seemed to be will- 

ing to give their time to the church, and 

they were as generous of their money 

a8 of their time. None of them seemed 

to be ambitious, and even the three 

who had accepted offices had done so 

with apparent reluctance. They often 

urged other brethren to join them, but 

without much success. So when any- 

thing was to be done, any money to be 

raised, any new measures to be de- 

vised, A., B., C,, D., E. and F. were 

the ones to act. They never acted 

hastily, but somehow nobody in the 

church seemed anxious to move first, 

nobody else was willing to accept any 

appointment which involved the ex- 
penditure of money or time, and it 
almost looked as if things would never 

be done at all if they were not taken 
up by *“ the ring.” 

Bat in our church things were never 
allowed to languish, for *‘ the ring” 

was sure to discover what was needed 

to be done, and was also ready to see 
that it was done. *‘ The ring,” unlike 
most rings, seemed always to act in 
perfect harmony. (It consisted of three 
business men, a teacher, a physician, 
and a farmer.) There was never any 
jealousy or bickering among its mem- 

bers. They were just as harmonious 
in a business conference as in a prayer- 
meeting, and strangely enough every 
member of *‘ the ring” was a regular 
attendant at the prayer-meeting. 

People in other churches thought 

thiugs were moving gloriously in the 
old Main street church. But by and 
by it began to be whispered about the 
village that things were not just what 
they seemed, for the church waa “‘ron 
by a ring,” Among the grumblers 
were some of the wealthiest members 
of the church, who did not hesitate to 
drop frequent remarks about the ex- 
travagance of ‘‘the ring.” These 
wealthier members had never been 

When asked 
for specific items of extravayance they 
generally changed the subject, When 
asked if the members of *‘ the ring?” 
were not giving three times as much in 
proportion to their means as anybody 
else, they reluctantly admitted that it 
was 80. The Main street church in the 
village of X. was known far and wide 

noted for generosity, 

for its activity, its generosity, its cor- 
diality, its large congregations and for 
the extensive wud beneficent influence 
which it excrted. Pastors held it up 
as an example to their own lethargic 
churches, Some of its laymen were 
well known throughout the state ; but 
it was not generally known outside the 
village that the church was ‘run by a 
ring.” 

But old Father Time was at work in 
the village of X. as well as in Chicago. 
Deacon A. was found one morning, 
dead at his desk with some memoranda 
of a missionary enterprise before him 
which he would have sub nitted to 
‘““the ring” that evening. Saperinten- 
dent B. was called to a professorship 
in the Boston Latin School only two 
weeks later. In the following spring 
Deacon C. sold his farm and moved to 
Dakota. Doctor D. was thrown from 
his carriage one dark night in Novem- 
ber and his injuries soon resulted in 
paralysis, Brothers E and F. were 
caught in the financial crash of that 
year and lost all their property, 
Time was working great changes in 

the Main street church. Some of the 
members who had talked a good deal 
about ‘““the ring,” began to feel as if 
the church was meeting heavy losses. 
Others said that the rest of the church 
would now have some voice in the man- 
agement, 

Time went on. The prayer-meetings 
soon began to dwindle in number and 
interest, for some of the best helpers 
were gone. Strangers felt that the 
church was less cordial than it had 
been ; some whose Christian greeting 
had been better than the sermon were 
gone. The church-buildiog was in- 
jured in a Septewber gale,and nobody 
seemed ready to move to repair it ; 
some who used to look after such 
things, were gone. The treasurer re- 
ported a heavy falling off in the bene- 
volent offerings of the church ** for,” 
as he remarked, ‘‘ some of our must 
generous givers are gone.” The pastor 
began to look around for helpers in a 
new enterprise which he had been 
planning. He turned to the critics of 
the old ring, to the men of leisure and 
the men of wealth, but they were all too 
busy. Theq he began to feel his lone- 
liness more than ever. In three months 
he resigned. It was a long time before 
the old church ever took any step to- 
ward securing his successor. All this 
time the church was running down, 
At length it made a move, but to every- 
body’s surprise, the pastor who at one 
time, could have been had for the ask- 
ing seemed to be afraid of the old 
church now. At length it secured a 
young man of great promise just ont of 
the seminary and expectod to win all 
that had been lost. But somehow 
thin. 8 did not go as they used to. The 
pastor did well, but there was a dearth 
of helpers, and the old prestige was 
lost. s 

It is just beginning to dawn upon 
our church that it needs “a ring,” a 
ring of good, earnest, generous Chris- 
tian laymen, who will deny themselves 
for the sake of their church and for the 
sake of Christ, 

The members of the Main street 
church are praying the Lord to raise 
them up “‘a ring. "—3tandard 

——— ee 

" NEVERTHELESS” “AFTERWARD,” 

BY THE LATE REV. H. H. DOBNEY. 

Everybody knows how the estimate 
of things diffsrs—how differently they 
look before, or at the time, and ‘after- 
wards.’ 

If ouly persons saw a thing before 
doing it as they are sure to see it after- 
ward, what an amount, an immense 
amount of sorrow, of remorse, of an- 
suish, of misery would be saved. Here 
18 the case put as graphically as we 
could wish it presented ; it is so appe- 
izing it appeals to several of the seuses 
at once. And there is not wanting 
something to persuade that iv is not so 
bad as it is made out to be, that one 
might well emancipate oneself from the 
old prejudice about it being sinful, 
‘What harm can there be in following 
the inclination ? What is the fruit for 
buc to be eaten, and what is he the 
worse ! Lay aside these petty scru- 
ples ; take up your freedom, enjoy the 
sweets (so-called) of life while you can,’ 
Ah! I urge you to say, I dare not! 
What harm can there be! It is just 
that—the Nevertheless and the Afrer- 
ward, 

Toere is something withia that is 
more than half willing to be beguilded; 
that finds all the persuasion to the ac- 
pleasant. Aud the inward feelings be- 
-in to make the outward thing look 
more alluring than ever ; and the out- 
ward tendency, inclination, new-born 
and not peremptorily put down gathers 
strength The Eve becomes mure 
powerfully persuasive aod the will 
ywlds. The fruit is eagerly snatched, 
eaten, the sweetness tested —enjoyed 
for leng? How long? Not very long, 
you may be sure. And then the 
thought ‘ Nevertheless, afterward.’ 
‘ And their eyes were opened.’ For- 
bidden fruit once eaten never looks the 
same again. It may be eaten again, 
but not nader the same circamstances. 
Why, some will tell how our Jails wall 
be all empty if people ask how the 
things thoy are impelled to do will look 
when once done and beyond recall ! 
See a case :—A man of good character, 
of public position, a favorite candidate 
with a large number of electors, a di- 
rector of a company, has been con- 
victed of fraud. He makes a most 
piteous appeal to the judge, referring 
to the awful misery of the one night he 
had spent in the prison, pleading for 
mercy for the sake of bis family—but 
all, all in vain. The judge told him 
that if he knew the pris n.r would die 
within twenty-four hours he must do 
his duty—and then sentenced him to 
vighteen months imprisonment with 
hard labor. Now how does getting 
money by frand look to him as he tinds 
himself in the prison-dress? Before 
and after ! 

Eyes indeed ‘ opened.’ Let anyone 
who 18 conscious of any secret dishon- 
sty, of fraud of auy kiud, fancy him- 
solf in a court of justice, in a prison 
cell, with the prison-dress on him, and 
how will his ill-gotten gains look to 
him now! A youth getting into un- 
wise company feels himself called upon 
for expenses he cannot afford. His 
conpanions are noisy, boisterous, full 
of confidence. He cannot nerve him- 

He trifles with his conscience, he lets 

himself believe there is no harm in his 

taking a trifle from his employer. * He 

ought to pay him more, and he really 

is only thus taking what he ought to 

give him.” He goes out with money 

in his pocket, but already there is a 
weight at his heart. He spends this 

stolen money! He comes back, His 

self-respect is gone. He feels as if 

every one suspected him. He tries to 

throw it off, but brought up by a pious 

mother, taught by her to love right, he 
cannot, 

The pleasures of sin are but for a 

season. Wrong has to be repented of 

and forsaken. The repentance must 

be as deep as the evil. Even God's 

forgiveness cannot render unnecessary 

man’s deepest repentance. The two 

things must concur before the consci- 

ence and heart can be right again, And 

if the sin has involved wrong or by 

word or deed to another, then repara- 

tion has to be made to the full. It 

may be ever so great an humiliation, 

but it must be done. The * Neverthe- 

less afterward,” comes here also.— 
Bap. Weekly. 
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A MOTHER'S INFLUENCE, 

Whether or not our boys shall be- 
come virtuous men depends very large- 

ly op the warmth of their attachwent 
in boyhood to their home. And how 
fond they are of home depends almost 
entirely on their wothers. Not on 
maternal love and conscientiousness 
only, but on that graceful, womanly 
tact which almost every member of the 
sex displays in a thousand ways before 
her lover and her husband, and which 
every woman owes to her son far more 
than all else. Let us give two in- 
stances. 
Here is one clipped from an ex- 

change: 

‘“*There are those bannisters all 
finger-marks again,’ said Mrs. Curry, 
as she made haste with a soft linen 
cloth to polish down the shinning oak 
again. ‘George,’ she said with a flush- 
ed face, as she gave the cloth a decided 
wrench out of the basin of suds, ‘if 
you go up those stairs again before bed 
time you shall be punished.’ 

*“ ‘I should like to know where 1 am 
to go,’ said George; * I cannot stay in 
the kitchen, I am so much in the way; 
and I can’t go into the parlor for fear 
I'll muss that up; and now you say 1 
can’t go up to my own room. I know 
of a grand place where 1 can go,’ he 
added to himself, ‘boys are never told 
they are in the way there, and we can 
have lots of fun. I'll go down to Nil’s 
corner. I can smoke a cigar as well as 
any boy, if it did make me sick the 
first time. They shall not laugh at me 
again about it.’ 

“Aud so the careful housekeeper 
virtually drove her son from the door 
to hang about the steps and sit under 
the broad, inviting portico of the village 
grog-shop.” 

Mothers who are disturbed by the 
noise and untidiness of boys at home 
must be careful lest by their reproach. 
es they drive their children from home 
in search of pleasure elsowhere. 

In contrast to that read the follow- 
ing from the pen of Mr. George W. 
Copeland, an old subscriber. In a 
letter commenting on the attitude of 
The Christian Advocate on the temper- 
ance question he thus alludes to his 
home training and its beneficient con- 

| Sequences: 

“My father was a miller, and in con- 
nection with his mill kept a ‘store’ and 
sold whiskey. Whiskey could «ot be 
drank in the store, but it was brought 
into the mill and drank, and all I had 
to do was to walk upand h slp myself ; 
but a good Methodist mother gilded 
home with delight and saved me. 1 have 
fought liquor for seventy years. I was 
but seven years old when I first set my 
face against it. I have even buen 
threatened to be gagged with whiskey, 
but I stood firm.” 

This venerable man has lived in 
neighborhoods where the power of the 
saloon was dominant. But the love of 
home and the high ideals of conduct 
which he got from his mother made 
bim proof against temptation, aud turn- 
ed him into a champion of virtue,— 
Christian Advocate. 
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A GENUINE LOVE STORY, 

If all husbands treated their wives 
with as much tenderness as the one 
herein described, possibly there would 
be fewer applications for divorce. The 

| story is said to have been told origin- 
ally by Mr. Spurgeon ; 
A young clergyman and his bride 

were invited guests at a large party 
given bya wealthy parishioner. In all 
the freshness and elegance of her bridal 
wardrobe the young wife shone among 
the throng, distinguished by her come- 
liness and vivacity and rich attire ; and 
when, during the evening, her husband 

' drew her aside and whispered to her 
that she was the most beautiful woman 
in a'! the company, and that his heart 
was bursting with pride and love for 
her, she thought herself the happiest 

self to say, I cannot afford this or that. wife in the werld. Ten years later the 

same husband aud wife were guests at 

the same house, where was gathered a 
similar gay company. The wife of ten 

years ago wore the same dress she had 

worn on the previous occasion ; and, of 

course, it had been altered and remade, 

and was old-fashioned and almost 

shabby. Toil and care and mother- 

hood and pinched circumstances had 

taken the roses out of her cheeks and 

the little spring out of her form. She 

sat apart from the crowd, care-worn 

and pre-occupied. Her small hands, 

roughened, with coarse toil, were un- 

gloved, for the minister's sa'ary was 
painfully small, 
A little apart the ten-year husband 

stood and looked at his wife, and as he 

observed her faded dress and weary at- 

titude a great sense of all her patient, 

loving faithfulness came over his heart. 

Looking up, she caught his earnest 

gaze, and noticed that his eyes were 

filled with tears, She rose and went 

to him, her questioning eyes mutely 

asking for an explanation of his emo- 

tion ; and when he tenderly took her 

hand, and, placing it on his arm, led 
her away from the crowd, and told her 
how he had been thinking of her as she 
looked, ten years before, when she was 
a bride, and how much more precious 
she was to him now, aod how much 
more beautiful, for all her shabby 
dress and roughened hands, and how 
he appreciated all her sacrifices and 
patient toil for him and their children, 
a great wave of happiness filled her 
heart, a light shone in her face that 
gave it more than its youthful beauty, 
and in all the company there was not 
so happy a couple as this husband and 
wife, their hearts and faces aglow from 
the flaming up of pure sentiment that 
transficured and ennobled and glorified 
all the toils and privations they had 
endured. 

—— A Penn 

BLUNT PEOPL.E 

Kate Thorn says there are people 
who take great credit to themselves be- 
cause, as they say, they are blunt, 
Blunt with them means honest. They 
say just what they mean, no matter 
whom it hits or whose feelings are 
wounded. They abhor shams, they 
tell us ; they don't want any hypo- 
crisy ; they don’t pretend to any thing; 
they are blunt. 

And our prayer is, the Lord deliver 
us from blunt people! They ars a 
vuisance in society. They are the rock 
on which all friendships split. A 
dozen of them in a community would 
break up all the good feeling that 
would naturally be l.red in a century ; 
and a full-grown cyclone as a bosom 
friend woul | be infinitely preferable to 
such a person ; for anybody could dig a 
hole in the ground and get away from 
the cyclone, but from the person who 
speaks his mind on every occasion there 
18 NO escape, 

Your blunt man will speak to you 
across the room—and when the room 
18 full of company—and ask you if it 
18 true about you losing ten thousand 
dollars dabbling in stocks. And he will 
supplement the question by the remark 
that he thought a man of your age 
would have known better. As for him, 
he never goes into anything unless he 
knows it is sure. He will tell an un- 
married woman who flatters herself 
that with her hair crimped and her 
false teeth ir, she looks young ; that 
he remembers seeing her mother lead 
her to church forty-five years ago, a 
little thine seven or eight years old. And 
if you should remonstrate with him for 
speaking thus, he would stare at you, 
and wonder if there is any disgrace in 
being led to church by o:.e's mother. 
The blunt man will ask you what you 

paid for your teeth just as readily as 
he would inquire as to the cost of your 
hat ; and he likes to tell you that you 
are yrayer than Mr, Simpson, who is 
about your age; aud he suggesis to 
you that, probably, you will have the 
rheumatism, as your father had ! Rheu- 
matism is hereditary, 
A blunt womau is worse than a blunt 

man, because a woman can always find 
such nice opportunities for saying pro- 
voking things, 
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RANDOM READINGS. 

Unshed tears are never wiped away. 

He that respects not is not respected. 
—George Herbert, 

Where there is no hope there can be 
no endeavor.—Dyr, Johnson. 
He who really fights sin always 

strikes his own faults first. — Zion's 
Herald, 

If God gives us food for our lives, lot 
us not, with murmuring Israel, ask food 
for our lusts. 

He that is afraid of solemn things 
has probably solemn reason to be afraid 
of them. —Spurgeon. 

I never think he is quite ready for 
another world who is weary of this, — 
Hattie A, Hamilton, 
When alone, guard your thoughts ; 

when in the temple, guard your tem- 
per; when in company, guard your 
words, 
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Assurance Company, 
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The rapid progress made by this Company may be seen from the 
following Statement : 
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THE SUN 
Issues Absolutely Unconditional Life Policies. 

THOMAS WORKMAN, 
President, 

J. B. GUNTER, 

R. MACAULAY, 
Managing Director, 

General Agent. 
61 Prince William St., St. John, and Queen Steeet, Fredericton, N, B 

McMurray & Co. 
BOOKSELLERS, 

STATIONERS 
AND DEALERS IN 

PIANOS, ORGANS AND SEWING 
MACHINES. 

We handle only first-class Instruments, 
which we sell at very low prices and on 
easy terms. WE EMPLOY NO AGENTS, but 
give the large commission paid agents to 
the buver, 

Call and see our Stock, or write Jor Prices 
and Terms. 

WE MAKE A SPECIALTY OF ORGANS 
ova furnished over twenty churches in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia with Urgans, for which we make a special dis- count beth to the church and clergyman, 
Any person in want of any of the above Goods, will find it to their advantage to write us for prices, terms, etc, 

MCMURRAY & CO. 
P. 8.— Reference, by permission, to the Editor of this Paper, who has two of our Organs in his Church, 

McM. & Co. 
FREDERICTON, marl0 ly 

FARM FOR SALE. 
The subscriber offers for sale his farm in 

Douglas, York Co., four miles above Fred- ericton, containing 100 acres, more or less, facing the river and running back to the Nashwaaksis. It will be sold in whole or in lots to suit purchasers. The Claudie Road runs across the farm, making it con- venient for two small farms, leaving the front with all the buildings and the shore privileges. There is a good manure cellar under the barn. One-third of farm is well timbered with hard and soft wood ; there is also a good deposit of muck manure, There is an orchard of different kinds of 
fruit, sufficient for home use. The farm will be sold with the crop or without as may be desired. It not sold by the first of October it will be sold at public aution, together with all the stock and hay and grain, 
Terms made known at time of sale, 

~ STEPHEN CARLISLE, Sg., 
iy21 Dovugras, 

NEW CARRIAGE RUGS 
AND WRAPS. 

An Extra Nice Stock New Styles and 
Patterus in 

FINE (REVERSIBLE AUSTRIAN 

REVERSIBLE FINE ALL. WOOL STRIPED RUGS ; 
EXTRA LARGE HEAVY YORK. 
SHIRE RUGS; 
a. ALL - WOOL CANADIAN 

SOFT, HANDSOIME AND STYLISH 
RUGS; 

NEW FRINGED RUGS, EXTRA 
VALUE; 

CHILDREN'S CARRIAGE RUGS, MALLSIZES ; 
FRINGED SCOTCH RUGS, HFAVY 
AND WARM ; 

PLUSH RUGS, MUCH UNDER 
VALUE; 

THE NEW GROSVENOR RUG WATERPROOF ; 
REVERSIBLE RUBBER axp FANCY 
RUGS; 

THE NEW (SELF. ADJ USTING) 
RUBBER RUG ; 

And a large Stock of extra good value in 
low priced Goods. 

MANCHESTER, 
ROBERTSON 

oct6 & ALLISON. 
DE EER CL ST 

W.FENWICK, 
COMMISSION MERCHANT. 

Agent for the Sale of all kinds of 

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE, 
BUTTER, 
CHEESE, 
EGGS, 
OATS 
BUCKWHEAT, 
FLOUR, 
POTATOES, 
TURNIPS 
CARROTS 
PORK, 

POULTRY, &o. 
NORTH MARKET STREET, 

SAINT JOHN, N. B, 

» 

TO OUT OF TOWN 

CUSTOMERS. 
Special Advertisement. 

HE UnxvavNpriep WHITE SHIRT 
at $1.00, manufactured by MAN. 

CHESTER,ROBERTSON & ALLISON, 
St. John, has now become a standard pro- 
duction, giving employment to a great 
many of our own people. It is a better 
Shirt in every way than any imported 
garment that can be sold for the price. 
We claim that this Shirt is a perfect fit- 

ting garment, every size being proportion. 
ate throughout, 

It is made from an extra quality of 
White Cotton ; the Linen in Fronts and 
Cuffs, is specially selected for its good 
wearing qualities, Kvery Shirt is Re- 
enforced or made with a Dounle Thick- 
ness of Cotton in Front, where the strain 
of the Braces is most felt, and the best 
workmanship is used on every part—Sizes 
13} to 18 inch neck—Buy the same size 
neck for Shirt as you wear in collar. 

SPECIAL. 
As these Shirt: may now be had from 

dealers (to whom we allow a very small 
discount) in many of the principal towns 
of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince 
Edward Island, at the same price as if 
bought direct from us, viz., $1.00 each 
out of town customers can save express 
charges by buying from their local dealers, 
Be sure and ask for MANCHESTER, 

ROBERTSON & ALLISON’S White 
Unlaandried Shirt, at $1.00. 
Try one as a sample and you will be 

convinced it is the best value in the Do. 
minion, 
M. R. & A. will send one Shirt as sam- 

ple, post free, to any part of the Dominion 
on receipt of $1.00. Give size of Collar 
worn when ordering. 

Manchester, Robertson & Allison, 
apr? 27 & 29 KING STREET. 

and other bells: also Chimes and Po 

CNET ON 
Baptist Seminary. 

ST. JOHN, N. B. 

ENDING the erection of buildings at 
St. Martins, the School will continue 

the next year at St. John, 
The Term Began September 8. 
For full information address, 

L. E. WORTMAN, A. M., 
Principal, 

St. Jonn, N. B. 
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M.. RCh A. 
FLANNEL DEPARTMENT. 

WHITE FLANNELS. 
Purchasers of Goods in this Department will find it to their advantage to buy early 

in the season as all wool goods are advanc- ing in price. We have Saxony Flannels, 
elsh Flannels, Lancashire Flannels, 

German Flannels, French Flannels, Silk 
and Wool Flannels. 

COLORED FLANNELS. 
Opera Flannels, Dutch Flannels, Striped Flannels, Jersey Flannels, Navy Flannels and Estamene, Heavy Cloak Flanuels, 2 yards wide, Striped Flannels for Shirts. 

GREY FLANNELS, 
We have an immense stock of Grey Flannels. Light and Dark Shades in many gualities, both T'willed and Plain. Grey Home-made Flannel, Grey and White Shaker Flannel, 
EMBROIDERED FLANNEL. 

Both in White and Gre , Grey with Cardinal, Grenat Blue and Blac Em. broidered in two widths, White Ewbroid. 
ered with White 8 widths. 

FLANNEL EMBROIDERIES, 
We have these desirable goods in all shades to match all our coloring in Opera 

Flannels. 
Lawn Tennis Flannels, 

Cricketing Flannels, 
Costume Flannels, 

MANCHESTER, 
ROBERTSON 

&ALLISON, 
27 A¥D 29 King St., Sr, Joun, N. B. 

oct 13 

Wy landing ex “Frank and Willie,” 200 tubs lard, for sale low. 
GILBERT BENT AND SONS. 

SOUTH MARKET WHARF 
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MENEELY BELL FOUNDRY 
Favorably known to the public since 
1826. Church, Chapel, 8chool. F re A larm 

Mepeely & Co., West Troy, NY. 
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