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estimate by the love that prompts
b thew, they are but echoes of voices
¢ The power of love to bestow is great
in man, but * neither have entered
& into the heart of man, the things
E which God hath prepared for them that
love Him.”
‘ of this gift may be espressed, but not
' | exhausted, in one word—Christ.

Him we see both the greatness and
t value of our lives, and by Him know
eternal life.. He possessed .‘* the gift
of God, eternal life,” and He cane
that we might ** have life, and have it
" more abundantly.”
| lieveth hath eternal life,”
§ faith,” precious gift.
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NOTES OF THE CAMPAIGN,
THE PRICE OF THE “INTEL-

LIGENCER” (TO SUBSCRIBERS
WHO PAY IN ADVANCE) HAS

TELL EVERYBODY, AND ASK
THEM TO BECOME SUBSCRIB-

SPECIAL OFFER!

To every subscriber who will
sends us SIX NEW NAMES
(and $9.00) before January ist

credit on hiS own subserip-
tion.

——— —

ENCOURAGING.— We are pleased to
learn that a good number of our readers
are making earnest efforts to secure six
new subscribers each. Some have already
succeeded. Others are at work and will
succeed. What a good thing it would be
if every one would make the effort, Why
nottry ' Do,

——

THE AIM.—QOuraim is to put the * In-
relligencer’ into every Free Baptist family
in the Provinces, and into as many others
as possible. Will mot every minister and
other member of the demomination help in
so good a work * Help now!

—————

TRY IT.—We know of at least one min-
ister who, has wet & sister to wbrkin one
part of his pastorate getting subscibers
for the ‘‘Infelligencer.” And she is suc-
ceeding. It isa good plan. Perhaps other
pastors have adopted the same plan; if not,
we hope they will do so at once. Every
part of every cirefiit should be thoroughly
canvassed -every family visited and the
character and claims of the' Intelligencer"
presented to them, Will our brethren in
the ministry see that in some way this is
done? Donot delay it.

ARREARS.—Some-of those i ears
nave respdndej‘””fnz;r @’TW ou.
Weare expecting to hear from all the others
right away. Please do not delay. Try to
get some new subseribers, and in that way
pay part or all of your own subsesiption,
Read the Special Offer below and take ad-
vantage of it,
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THE BIRTH OF JESUS.

BY MRS. M. E. SANGSTER.
Upon Judea’s starlit plain,
There broke a sudden glory,
And distant mountains caught the strain,
Of an exulting glory;
Above the sad and weary earth,
Were angel voices ringing,
The blesging of a Saviour’s birth
The byrden of their singing.

It trembled to their harps of gold,--
'That strain divinely tender ;
Along the shining skies it rolled
In grand and choral splendor.
It floated o’er the sleeéping world,
A balm for all its sorrow,
Its flag of heavenly peace unfurled,
To greet a brighter morrow,

The shepherds keeping vigil there
Had heard the advent angel,
Whose word of grace had calmed their
fear
And told the new evangel.
And when the musie ceased they went
To Bethlehem’s lowly manger,
Where Mary, mother, held, content,
The wondrous infant stranger,

Still, when the musjc dies away, :
And hearts with grief are breaking,

We take our path from day to.day,
And, ea.rthf;aﬁeldl forsaking, .

We go to Bethlehem and km:n
Where mystic idcarnation) » '

In human form, doth God reveal,
Hiweself; our consolation.

And still we lift the glory song.
T'o meet the raptured chorus,

That evermore the ransomed throng,
In h-aven are hymning o’er us,

Through mingled years of shade and light
We trust the love that frees us

From fear of death, from evil’s blight,
The blessed love of Jesus.

— > -
THE GIFT OF GOD,

Krer~nan Lire. A gift !
Wonderful love! A God-gift, free,
full, abundant. A present from the
God of heaven ; Himself ‘‘ in Christ,”
Such a royal gift is surely ‘ unspeak
able ;” it passeth *‘‘ knowledge,” be-
cause it is of the eternal. * The man
i8 in the child,” but the man belongs
This gift is ** ever-

Is what?

greater further along.
The greatness, the value of this gift
we cannot compute.  Gifts of love we

The greatness, the value

In

““ He that be-
““ Precious

| selves as best they can, or have no pas-

a0y thing but obstruct his work and
bring confusion into the church. Now
such independence is not in the Bible,
and uever ought t¢ be named among
Christian
pendence we say, in the language of
the prayer-book, ““ Good' Lord deliver
us.” 1t is easy to see that this wrong
idea of church independence is & great
hindrance to the proper establishment
of a real and helpful pastorate system.
Nor less destructive to the best inter-
ests of the pastorate system is the ob-
Jection that arises in relation to the in-
dependence of the ministry. Indeed,
I believe that this notion of the inde-

‘““THAT COD IN ALL THINCS ™M

SAINT JOHN, N. B.

————

AY BE CLORIFIED THROUCH JESU

This gift is the “‘ one thing need-
ful,” the one thing. Without which
we can neither know nor see God,

This gift, like all God's gifts, must
ba appropriated. Mark, it is a gift,
a gift of love, * For God so loved the
world.” And it is for service, in love
‘“follow thou me,” as ‘‘ one that serv-
eth.”  Following, serving, loviag,
‘‘ because He fivst loved us.” Love is
only satisfiod with love, ‘‘Gud is
love,—and he that dwelleth in love
dwelleth in God, and God in him.”

It is a seasooable gift, always appro-
priate and suitable. Ft is both ratis-
factory and satisfying. Many gifts at
the Christmas time are neither season-
able, suitable, satisfactory nor satisfy-
ing. This is p king's gift, the best,
and that is always fit.

*“ It sdtisfies mf longings,
As nothing else can do.”

‘“ Hidden treasure” must be sought.
‘““Seek ye the Lord;” ‘‘ask and ye
shall receive.” The giver of this
‘¢ pearl of great price ” says,  Beho'd
I stand at the door, and knock : if any
man hear my voice, and open the duor,
I'will eome in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with me.” Surely !
“if thou knowest the gift of God,”
may it not be said, thou wouldst ““let
the heaveanly stranger in.” We are
this | Christmas again reminded of
Him, for whom the world could not
find rcom, the ‘‘ despised and rejected
of men.”  Yet He came ** to seek and
save the lost,” and after a life of love
and sacrifice ‘“for us ”"the worid gave
Him a cross and chose & thief instead
of a Saviour, Chose sin—the robber
—instead of Emmanuel—God with us.
How shall we receive Him as Hé
apeaks to us in the cherished associa-
tions of this Christmas ! By the outer
ear we know Him, but do we know
Him as a guest? Have we found roow
for Him 7 ¥ not, why not ¥ Why
not? We want the best ! We desire,
surely, to be loved truly by ** the one
altogether lovely ! Then why not re-
ceive the gift of God ? “and the crown
above the cross 1” *‘ come unto me ;”
what a gracious invitation? Yes!
weary one come, and ‘“‘ye shall find
rest unto your soul.” If youn do,
Christmas will have a new meaning,
and a ‘‘ Happy Christmas” it will be.

*“In all things sweet and tender,
‘In all things great and good.”

8.
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THE PASTORATE SYSTEM.

NO. 11I.
Permit me to say & few words more
about the practical results of our ideas
of church independence. A number
of churches is so situated that it ap-
pears reasonable that one minister
should take charge of them, but some
of the churches say *‘ no, we are inde-
pendent bodies, and we will not have
this man for our pastor.,”” This aetion
breaks in upon the system, and all the
churches are left to take care of them-

toral care at all. Now, every thought-
ful person will condemn such a course
+8 fraught with evil to all concerned.
But wherein is the evil if absolute
church independence is correct I Have
they not a right to do as they please !
Yes, if they wish they can be like the
dog in the manger, neither eat them-
selves nor let any one else eat, The
trath is simply here, we are together
for mutual benefit, and the refusal to
co-operate and so to hinder that benefit
is a great wrong to all concerned. 1f
men or churches will be nbstructionists
and hinder good from coming to others,
they had better withdraw from the so-
ciety altogether. Sometimes, also, it
happens that church members do not
like the minister elect, and they show
this independence by refusing to do
any thing for his suppor; they will
ueither pray for nor pay him, nor do

people. From such inde-

pendence of the ministry is fraughg

with greater evil to our churches than
the dogma of absolute church inde-
pendence itself.  Certainly itis a good
thing for a minister to be independent,
but this may and often is carried too
far, and in place of a manly independ-
ence it degenerates into sheer wilfnl-
ness, which, to say the best of it, is
anything but good. I think it. is
Whittaker who says, = *‘ Ministers
are ticklish behind,” or words ' of
that import. . And the remark is very
true, for ministers are apt to stand
upon their dignity, and to suppose
that every one in the churches should
submit to order and system but them-
selves. ~ The minister should b&"an
example to the church of patiéuce,
submission and humility, He is to be
a servant of Jesus Christ, and as such
‘he is a servant to His church. He is
oot a lord over God’s heritage. But
many ministers do.not wish to be in
that lowly capacity, as they regard it,
and ko talk of a manly independence.
It is asked how ecan a minister of
Christ be compelled to take charge of
anl interest in which he has no goricern,
and to which he does not wish to com-
mit himself ! 1 answer, he should not,
indeed, cann it be forced into any such
piace. The pastorate system does not
contemplate putting the ministers into
places in disregard of their individual
rights. There can be no compulsion
of this kind. ' Compulsion in religivus
life is out of the question. But still, a
little gentle pushing might, perhaps,
be a benefit to some of us in respect to

into relations when we have no desire
for those relations must be always
wrong. But it may happen that the
minister’s feelings assert themselyes
overmuch and he says to himself, or
to others, I will mot be. put into apy
such relations as to take charge of
thivor thiat church. A little Wise pres-
sure would be a good thing here, for
just as like as not this is the very place
that the Lord wants him for his own
good as well as for the benefit of the
churches. Often our brethren know
what we ought to do and where we
ought to labor better than we do our-
selves. Again, has the Holy Spirit no
voice in this matter of our labor ? and
have the best interests of the churches
and the advancement of God’s ecause
nothing to do with the ministry of the
Word? When these voices speak they
are the voice of God and should be
obeyed. There can be no doubt that
the Holy Spirit calls us sometimes to
places and te work where our fuel-
ings are in opposition at the oviset.
Aud it frequently happens that when
the minister humbles himself and at-
tends to the work before him rich
blessing is experienced, and a good re-
sults from the labour. The Lord works
in many ways to take pride from man,
and get all the glory to his own name.
Sometimes the apparently brightest
prospect before the minister he-
cumes disappointment and disaster,
aod sometimes when he thinks he can
do nothing for God he accomplishes
the greatest good. Let us not be too
independent.

In reference to the benefits of a pas-
torate system, I have only space to say
a little. What 1 have been writing
shows to some extent the benefits of
such a system. A good system of re-
ligious work must of necessity produce
good results. The resuits will be in
SOme respects proportionate to the
good that is ivherent in the system it-
self. That a regular system of minis-
terial labour in our churches would be
productive of good results, I have no
Goubt whatever, and our work would
soon be in a much improved condition.
It is true that no systew, however
good, can carry itself forward, or ac
complish the end contemplated. There
needs to be a hearty interest in it and
careful management., It is easy to
condemn the system and say it is no
guod, that it is not adapted to our peo-
ple, ete., etc.; but uo one has a right
to talk thus until the system has been
given a fair trial.  If, then, it has been
found wanting, condemn it, but not in
advance. The trial has not yot been
fairly made by us as a people. We
should be glad to see the day when it
soall be fairly tried ; and if we live to
see that day, we predict for it results
that are not at present comprehended,
results that will glorify God, and lift
‘p and establish the life of our people.
May God hasten that day is our daily
prayer,

A, TAayYLOR,

the pastorabe system. To be forced proaching it in weight or magnitude in
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ABOUT MEXICO.

Joaguin Miller, writing from the
city of Mexico, states that the Mexican
left to himself builds nothing but mud
huts. The city of Mexico is as the
Spanish left it. Not a single public
building has been erected in sixty
years ! The Hall of Justice is a splen-
did building, but it is a convent with
the monks turned out. Fighting and
plnndering, rebelling and revolutioniz-
ing have been the work of the Mexi-
cans for many years. But Joaquin
Millef assures us, a charge is coming
—it has actually begun. The electric
light.ﬂfphes in the central sqnares of
the city ; and other improvements also
are in progress.

It will be remembered that the Span-
ish idwaders utterly destroyed the
greatland wonderful city of Mexico.
Everything that could be taken away
was seized the eonquerors. What
could ot ‘be removed was burnt or
buried. Receptly three immensé
imnages, each weighing more than a ton,
were discovered aud dug out in a pub
licsquare near the Cathedral, They
had laig there since the dstruction of
the city,by Cortez. They are placed
in the ‘musenm with other idols and
curiosities. In the same place are two
wonderful stones—the calendar stone
and the sacrificial stone. Phe calendar
stone, with the crab and the fish, and
other signs familiar to all who ever saw
an almanac, is the most massive stone
that has come down to us out of the
past,  There is nothing nearly ap-.

the British Museum, or anywhere else
in this. world, The surface and the
circles are perfuct in workmanship,
although ‘the quality of the stone is
very coarse, far below the Egyptian
granite, ‘yet, no doubt, quite as dur-
able. The figures are very deep and
distinct ; although you can see that
many a sledge hammer blow was aimed
at the images and figures by the fierce
and frenzied Spaniards before the great
stone was buried, as they hoped, for-
ever cut of sight. This stone has only
within the past few months been per-
manently placed in the museum, al-
though it has been discovered a cen-
tury--another example of Mexican
sloth and indolence. The sacrificial
stune is also waiting, along with a
whole lot of idols and curious creations
with Exyptian faces, to take its place
against the wall and up out of the dirt
where it is now lying. The whole will
be in place in about six months. The
calendar stone, Miller says, weighs
about twenty-five tons. It was the
Aztec almanac. The sacrificial
about the same size and weight. It is
on this stone that human victims were
wont to bleed. The faces, head dress,
coutour, &o,, of the Mexican idols
closely resembles Kgyptian figures.
Here is Miller's picture of the
Cathedral and its frequenters :

18

Look forward at the far, deep nave !
Fifty feet high and forty feet wide !
You see nothing but gold and gold and
gold! The image of God and his
augels. Old, bald-headed Saint Peter
pauently holding his keys and ready
o unlock Heaven to the kneeling
world.

And now look down on the dirty
floor before you A thousand poor
cruatures crawling about, some blind,
some lame, some dying of loathsome
diseases, and all very, very miserable;
all naked, and hunsry, and helpless ;
yet a sea of glittering gold before
them,

The music is sublime! Mass is
being said for .ome dead Mexican rob-
ber of prive iy foriune and so the
singers, the p: .. sts, the little boys, and
the big boys, t.0, are all doing their
best. A good many of the cripples
that crawl about over the dirty floor
have lottery tickets to sell. Many au
old woman with a baby on her back
offers you a lottery ricket by way of
breaking the ice and getting well
¢nough acquainted to ask you for a
cent. Every day, every hour, iuo
church and out of church, you are im-
portuned by the poor to bay lottery
tickets. A priest called on me the day
I eame to this curious town, imploring
me to buy some lottery tickets of him,
for the benefit of his church and for his
poor. These lotteries are conducted
by the Guvernment, as in Italy, The
Government gets a large per cent,

Yes, indeed, it is simply awful.
Every one expects to draw a grand
prize to-morrow ; and so why go to
work to-day ?

Deeper and deeper the organ sounds,
and louder and louder the prayers for
the dead, The people — the poor,
naked and lazy, apd (ﬁrt people—all
cn their kness, join in t{le prayer for
the departed soul. They fall on their

linence
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faces, they spread their naked, dirty |
arms wide out on the naked, dirty |
floor, and lie there praying and mourn- |
ing in the dust on their faces, theirl

CHRIST.””—Peter.

1886.
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splendour of hair sweeping up the
dust,

Here comes in a priest to pray. He
is leading a little boy. Perhaps this
good priest is a sort of schoolmaster
also. He has a book of two ia his
right hand, also a very large sheet of
lottery tickets, He brushes the floor
a little with his long greaspugown. He
puts down the books, smd then and
there he places the lottery tickets, so
that no one may steal thém while he
prays, and £o he kneels on broks and
tickets, his head sidewise, his eyes
closed ; his fat and greasy hauds are
full of greasy beads. The little boy
kveels ou his robe behind. And the
little boy, with beautiful eyes aud
cheeks like a rose, keeps looking
roguishly abeut at some pretty little
Mexicans with the mother oraying at
avother altar, Let us go hence. |
think God is outside.

This is the sort of Christianity Spain
and Rome. have given to Mexico.
Happily others are now evangelizing
this beautiful and sunny land.— Pres.
Witness.
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THE " LOST 50U .8 OF SIBERIA,

A zraphic picture of the eondition of
those unfortunates who are fitly des-
cribed as ‘‘ lost souls ” isdrawn in the
work on Siberia by the Russian writer
Jadrinzeff, a German edition of which
has just been published by Professor
E. Petri, of Bern, siys the London
Post : But few of the exiles evef at-
tain- to the possession of a** house,
by which is meant a ‘mhiserable hut.
Moust of them are in reality the bonds-
men of the Siberian peasants, by whom
they are hired ; that is td say, they
remain in their debt as long as they
live, and are satistied when they can
get money for drinking on holidays
from their masters. Bat as the major-
ity of the exiles are rogues and  vaga-
bonds by profession, who are afraid of
work, the npumber of fugitives is eun-
stantly increasing who steal, rob and
plunder whenever a chance offers, and
thus ntensify the natural satipivky of
the settlers against the class of the de-
ported. The peasauts have every
cause to be incensed agaiust them, for,
besides suffcring from the malpractices
of the convict class, they have to bear
the cost of the erection and preserva-
tion of prisons for the exiles, organize
hunts for the capture of runawuye,
provide guards for them, and find the
taxes which cannot be raised among
the deported class. But the greatest
gaps in the ravks of the exiles are
caused by the almost systematic escape
of the latter from foreed labor and
from the convict’s settlements. No
less than fifteen per cent. of the de-
ported escape during transport. Many
of them are ehot down iike wild beasts
by the peasants aud naiives, and an
observer of Siberiaun life made a very
true remark when he said that Siberia
would scarcely have beeu able to over-
power the runaway exiies if the peas-
ants had not annibilated them.

The most extreme measures to check
the system of escape are the hunts by
the natives, organized by the Russian
Government. The native recwives
three roubles if he delivers the prison-
er, ‘“‘dead or alive,” to the authorities.
The people are provided with gouod
arms and ammunition, so as to make
hunting the escaped prisonsr a perfect
success. One of those few who man-
aged to escape was seized in his native
village, and when brought before the
court he said : *‘ For two years I have
wandered about, have swam through
rivers and seas, have crossed Siberian
forests, passed through steppes and
mountains, and no one has touched me,
neither man mor beast; bat here, in my
vative village, I have been seized and
cast into chains.” Tae escape from
furced labor had become so com.aon
that the adwministrators of convict es-
tablishwerts were in the habit of call-
ing out, when receiving prisovers :
** Whoever wishes to stay, let him take
clothes ; he who wants to run away
will not need them.” It should be ob.
served that the clothes left bohind by
escaped convicts, se as to guard against
capture, are the perquisites of the

authorities.
s BTG S (e

THE WEEK OF PRAYER,

The topics suggested by the Evan-
gelical Alliance for exhortation and
prayer, are :

SuNDaY, JaN. 2. Sermons.— O,
Thou that hearest prayer, unto Thee
shall all flesh come,”— Psalm Ixv. 2.

Mo~NpaY, JaN, 3. Praise.— For
rich spiritual blessings ; for the long
suffering grace of God ; for manifold
temporal blessings, private and public;
for many tokens of the mighty working

i of the Holy Ghost, both at home and

abroad ; for the increase of Missionary
zeal among Jewe and Gentiles; for new

s s S T
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openings for the spresd :? the Gospel

in many lands ; for the preservation of
peace among the nations — Psalm exi :
Luke i, 67-79 ; Deat. xxxii. 1-14: Psa.
¢xvi ; 1 Chron, xvi. 1-34 ; Psa. cvii: 1
Chron. xxix, 9-20

TUEsDAY, JAN. 4. Humiliation
Fer persunal sins, family sins, and
national gins ; for the spread of unbe
lief and atheism in varicus quarters ;
for the fearful extent to *‘ which the
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye,
and the pride ot life,"” still prevail ; for
the large amount of Intemperance,
licentiousnes, and other forms of im
morality ; for the formalism of nany
and the cold indifforence of others; for
unseemly divisions and lack of love
among those who are brethrem in
Christ. —Psa. li; Jer. xiii. 15-27.
Phillippians ii. 5-106 ; Eziaix. 1-15 : 1
Cor. v ;Jude 1-16 ; 1 Cor. i1, 1-10

WEDNESDAY, JAN. b, Prayer for the
Church —Thut the people of God may
know their high calling and responst-
bility ; that they may be filled with the
Spirit, and bring forth the fruit of the
Spirit,and labor agure ssively for the
conversion of souls : that grace may be
given to all pastors, teachers, and
preachers to proclaim the Word in its
simplicity and fuliness, and that the
Lord may open the hear:g-of men to
receive it ; that believers may walk iz
fellowship and holy love, remembering
that they are one body in Christ, and
members one of another. —John ¥ vii
14-36 ; Ephes. i; 1 Thess. i: 1 Kings
viii. 22-36 ; John xv. 12-21 : L. ke vi.
17-36 ; Ephes. iv." 1-16; Matt. vi
b5-34.

THURsDAY, JAN. 6. Praver for fami-
lics and schools. —That f;m.ﬂy love may
be sanctified, hushands and wives walk-
ing t- gether as fellow Leirs of the grace
of life; and training their chiidren iu
the nurture and admonition of the
Lord ; that the young may be early
drawn to Christ, and kept from the
evil that is in the world ; that great
grace may be given to all teachers of
youth ; that the blessing of God may
rest on all schools, colleges, uuniversk
ties, and Sunday-schols; for all Chris-
tian Agsociations of young men and
young wom-en ; for the protection of
women and the home, the reformatior
of fallen wen and women, and the
equalizing of the scale of morality for
both sexes ; for all who are in affliction.
—Dcut, vi. 1-15; Prov, iv: Ephes. vi.
1-18 ; 1 Chron. xvii. 16-27 : 2 Tim. i
1-14 ; Coloss. iii. 12-25 ; Isa. xii.
Frivay, Jan. 7.—Prayer for Mis
sions.—That the Church of Christ may
recognize the glory of the commission
to ‘‘ preach the Gospel to every crea-
ture,” and may feel it a privilege to
make sacrifices that it may be fulfilled
that far greater zeal for the Divine
glory and far more pity for the perish-
ing may beimparted by the Holy Ghost
to all the people of God ; that faithfal
laborers may be greatly wmultiplied.
and that all converts wmay be comfort
ed, upheld, guided and made useful -
that the hearts of the unconverted may
be opened to receive the truth ; that
Christian missionaries may be favor-
ably received by heathen rulers and
peoples, and that native Christians
amcng the heathen may be kept stead
fast and made zealous in seeking the
salvation of their countrymen ; that
God’s ancient people, Israel, may ack-
uowledge Christ as the Messiah ; thaf
the time may scon come w hen, accord
ing to prophecy, the Spirit shall be
‘“poured out like floods upon the
diy ground,” and “‘the desert shall pe-
joice and blossom as the rose.” Aects
. 20-40 ; Isa. xliv. 1.8 ; Matt. ix. 36
38 ; Rom. xi. 256-36 ; Isa. xzxv ; Ke-
cles. xi; Isa xhi. 1-16 ; Acts x. 34 45

SaTurDAY, Jan. 8.—Prayer for na
tions.—For the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit upon the nations; for
rulers and all in authority ; for just
and equal laws and righteous adwmin
istration ; for the beiter observance of
the Lord’s day ; for the prevalence of
the Spirit of Christ between employere
and employed ; that anarchism and alf
forms of lawlessness way pass away
and men live quiet and peaceful lives
in all godliness and honesty ; for peaca
among nations, and the rewmoval of all
race and sectional antipathies ; for the
abolition of slavery, the opium trade,
the liquor traffic, and all other im-
moral trade and practices ; for the
blessing of God on all efforts to re
move the carse of intemperance ; for
the cessation of persecution for consci
ence sake, and of all oppression. — Ps.
Ixvii. and xevi.; Joel it. 23-32: Rom.
xiii.; 1 Thess. v. 12-24;Z ph. ui. 14-
20 ; Rom. xiv; Matt. vii. 1-12; 1
Feterii. 13 256 ; Hosea xiv.

SUNDAY, Jan. 9 —Sermons. —**
Kingdom Come.”— Matt. vi. 10,

-_ w«.o'o

Thy

A friendly call is not a pastoral
visit.  Social intercourss, however
p casant, 18 not, or at least should not
be, the principal thing aimed at. With
the head of the house at business, the
children at school, and perhaps some
of the younger members in situations
how are all to be brought togevher for
religious exercises? We are quite
aware that there is no one best way of
doing anything. The best wWay in one
congregation may not be the hest way
in another. Sull, the conditions under
which the work wmust ba done are much
the same in our town and city congre-
gations. There is fortunately ittlc
difficulty in the country, as the great
wmajority of the people there are mas-
ters of their own time. There is &
great danger lest pastoral visitation, iu
the proper sense of the word, should

become a thing of the past,




