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THE OLD YEAR. 

BY REV. J. H. HILLMAN, 

The north winds will so lonely 

Is falling on the ear, 
[ts caderce telling only 
The death-knell of the year, 

Night's raven wing doth cover 
‘I he frozen earth so cold, 

She rently hovers over 

The year grown gray and old. 

The Old Year lies a-dying 

He's breathing out his last, 
And =oon he will be lying 

In the grave of the past, 

His spirit’s now departing, 
The tears our cheeks bedew, 

Our hearts with grief are sinarting, 
As we say our fond ** Adieu !” 

He's cone derpite our sorrow, 
To wish his stay is vain, 

His form no glad to-morrow 

May ever bring 

tiod only can his story, 
His good or ill, portray ; 

To Him be power and glory 
Who gave and takes away ! 

again. 

. 4dr 

ANCIENT NEW YEAR’ S CUSTOMS, 

As ( Dristmes customs were for a 

Jong time a blending of heathen rites 
and Christian festivals, so, too, we 

tind many of the New Year's doings 
of our forefathers were but rem- 

nants of by-gone customs of various 
aztions. 

The Jews, Chinese, Romans and 
Mohammedans, although differing 
#5 to the tite from which they reck- 

® ed the co nmencemen® of the year, 
all regarded it as a day of especial 
interest, Says Abbott: “The old 
Homan year began in March ; and 
vn the first day of the menth, the 
festival Ancylia was celebratad, 
when the S4lii, or priests of Mars, 
rarried the sacred shield in proces- 
sion through the city, and the peo- 

ple spent the day in feasting and 
rejoicing. The same sacredness was 
atrached 10 the first day ot the year, 
after the change took place in the 
Roman calender, which made Janu- 
ary the commencing month instead of 

March.” 
Pliny tells us that on the first of 

January people wished each other 

health and prosperity, and sent pre- 
sents to eaeh other. It was ac- 

counted wu pablic holiday, and games 
were celebrated in the Campus Mar- 

tins. The people gave themselves 
ap to riotous excess and various 

kinds of heathen superstitions, It 
was to offer a counter influence and 
w protect Christians against its 

contageous debauchery and super- 

stition that Christian assemblies 
were at last held on the first day of 
January. 
The early disciples strove to ex- 

hibit in their life the contrast be- 
tween the Christian and the heathen 
temper, to substitute alms for New 

Year's gifts, readings from Scripture 
for merry songs, aud fasts for riot- 
ous feasting. This principle was 
gradually adopted in the practice of 
the Western Church; and three days 
ol penitence and fasting were op- 
posed to the pagan celebration of 
January until the time of Christ's 
birth being designated, when the 
festival of Christ's circumsision was 
eransferred to this season. 

* In the time of Numa Powpilius, 
the dny wa dictated to Janus, the 
double-taced deity, who faced the fu- 
sure, while he looked back upon the 
past, The Romans otlered him a 
take of sitted meal, with incense, 

sult, and wine. The Hindus call 
the first ot the year the day of the 
Lord of Creation. It is sacred to 
tke God of Wisdom, to whom they 
sacrifice male kid and wild deer, 
while they celebrate the festival 

with Ulluminations and general re- 
ol apg 3. 

Says one: “The Chinese begin 

their year about the vernal equinox, 
and the festival observed on the oec- 

i ston 18 one of the most splendid | 

All the 
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eurse, and unite in thanksgiving 
Ir mercies received, as well as in 
prayers for a genial season and ab- 
R10aut crop. 

$ ent in feasting and visiting, 
Among the ancient Persians, 

tisoners were liberated and offen- 
fers forgiven, and thus the Persian | 
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And the consuls, though chosen be- 

fore, took the chair and entered upon 
their duties this day. After the 
government was in the hands of the 

emperors, the consuls, all in new 
clothes, marched on New Year's 
Day to the capital, attended by a 
«owd where two white balls, never 
before yoked,'were sacrificed to J upi- 
ter ( apitolinus. A great deal of | 
meense and other perfumes was | 
spent in the temple. The Flamens, 
eget her with the consuls, during the | 
religious solemnity, offered their | 
vows for the prosperity of the em- 
pire; and the emperor having taken ' 

In Japan, the day is | 

calling on New Year's Day. 

an oath of allegiance and confirmed 
all public acts done by bim during 
the preceding year, festivities took 

place among all classes, and lasted 
several days. It was a time of 
nniversal rejoicing, when presents 
were exchanged and differences re- 
conciled. 

The Druids also sacrificed two 
white bulls, and at the same time 
the ceremony of cutting the mistle- 
toe was performed. One of the 
priests, clothed in white, i ounted 
the tree, and cut off the  stletoe 
with a knife of gold, which was re 
ceived by another priest sanding 
on the ground in his white robe, 

The sacrifice was then performed, 
and prayers were offered to God to 
send a blessing upon his own gift. 

The plant thus gathered was sup- 
posed to bestow fertility upon man 
snd beast, and to be a specific against 
all sorts of poison, Houses and 
temples were adorned with it, and 
many superstitions beld in con- 
nection with it. 

It was considered unlucky, in 
some parts of Germany, to leave any 
work unfinished ; and it was snp 
posed that Lady Berchta—a mythi- 
cal spiritual being, who has the over- 
sight of sinners—was angered by it. 
The last dayjof the yr ar is savel to 
her ; and, if she finds any flax left 
on the distaff that day, she spoils it. 

There was a curious Oriental 
custom peculiar to the day, called by 
the Arabs and Persians ¢ the game 
of the beardless river.” A deformed 
man, whose hair has been shaved off 

and his face ludicrously painted with 
variegated colors, rides through the 
streets on an ass, and behaves in the 
most whimsical and extravagant 
manner, to the great delight of 
multitude that follow him. [n this 
manner, he proceeds from docr to 
door, soliciting smalipiec’ 0 money, 
A similar custom is still found in 
various parts of Scotland, ander the 
name of guizarding. 

In England, amid the ringing of 
church be Ils, ringing out the old year 
and uslering in the new year, it was 
customary for the young women of 
the village to carry from door to 
door a bowl of spiced ale, in imitation 
of the * wassail bowl,” which they 
offered to the inhabitants of every 
house, singing congratulatory verses, 
generally made by themsclves, and 
suggesting small presents. The 
young people also exchanged gar- 
ments, vhich they called mumming 
and disguising. 
The social observance of the first 

day of the new year seems to have 
been in substance similar in all ages. 
From the earliest recorded celebra- 
tion, we find notice of feasting and 

the interchange of presents,  Taci- 
tus mentions the giving and receiv- 
ing New Year's gifts. Loyal sub- 
jects availed themselves of this oc- 
casion to present their respective 
sovereigns with gifts, which varied 
in quality and value with the posi- 
tion and means of the donor. Many 
of the presents were very curious. 
Says Hore, * Stern old Latimore, it- 
stead of presenting Henry VIII. 
with a purse of gold, as was cus- 
tomary for a New Year's gift, put 
in the king's hand a New Testa- 
ment, with a leaf conspicuously 
folded down at Hebrews xiii. 4.” 

Queen Elizabeth is thought to 
have maintained her immense ward- 
robe from the New Year's contribu- 
tions of her loving subjects ; and, as 
she is said never to have worn a 
dress twice, it may be imagined 
what they and her jewels, etc, 
amounted to. Itappears that “all 
the peer and peeresses of the realm, 
all the bishops, the chief officers of 

state, and several of the (ueen’s 
household servants, down to her 

apothecaries, master cook, and ser- 

| geant of pastry, etc., gave New 
| Year's gifts to her majesty, consist- 
ing in general either of a sum of 

| money, jewels, trinkets, or wearing 
| pparel From her household and 

| 
| 
! 

trades-people she also received a 

great variety of presents, and always 
| made gifs in return,though of far less 
velue than those she received. Down 

to James Il., the monarchs con- 

| tinued to receive and give presents, 

| At present, the court custom, it is 
sald, Las dwindled down to the plac 

ing of a crown piece under the qdin- 

ner piutes of the two chaplains in 

waiting at court on New Year's 

Day,” 

Gloves were more exper sive 1n 

olden times, and money given in 
lieu of them wi as go “ olove 

money.” It is said Sir Thos. More, 
HE Lord ( anc ellor, dec ree dd 1 In favor 

of a Mrs. Croaker against Lord 
Arundel, On the following New 

Year's Day, in token of her grati- 
tude, she presented Sir Thomas with 
a pair of gloves containing forty 

angels. “It would be against good 
manners,” said the chancellor * to 
forsake a gentltwoman’s New Years 
gift, and I accept the gloves. Their 
lining you will please bestow other- 
wise, 

Pins, or gold and jewelled skew- 
ers, were also popular New Year's 

| gifts; and from the money given for 
that purpose arose the phrase * pin- 
money,” as applied strictly for per- 

| sonal enjoyment. With us and of 
late years, gift-making is more gen- 
erally confined to Christmas, and 

It was 

customary, however, not very many 

years ago, in France as well as here, 

for gentlemen in calling to carry 
with them little co nucopias or pack- 
ages of bou-bons, to present to the 
ladies with a “ Hap py New Year; 
and, for some especial favorite, to 

hide among the sugar plums a little 

trinket of value, 

—_— 

THE SURRENDERS OF THE CHRIS 
TIAN LIFE. 

In the first place we expect the 
Christian to give up these things 
that are always aud everywhere 
wrong for any man to do; that in 
themselves are essentially and in- 
trinsically evil. We expect that 
your intention of renunciation will 
be absolutely pure and sincere, that 
there shall be no reserve, and no 
hesitatior, in yoar resolve to cast 
out and utterly destroy every sinful 
thing from the lives that Christ has 
redeemed, and that you have given 
to him. You were required just as 
much to give up these things before, 
but you may now look to Christ for 
a fuller, a richer help in doing it. 
I think this is most important for 
you to consider, for there are many 
peopie in the Church who begin 
their Christianity with some great 
reserve, some special and gracious 
little sin, they think they may keep, 
if only they renounce the others, re- 
taining sowe failing that they think 
must be too strong for them to re- 
sist, and which they expect to weak- 
ly give in to, and to serve. When 
you say, “I renounce all sin,” let 
your intention be absolutely sincere, 
and claim Christ's help ir making 
your intentiyn fact, 

There is anether surrendor which 
Christians are called on to make, 
which r "a es to a class of things 
that are 1 ot always and everywhere 
ess ntially wrong in themselves; 
there is no moral quality in them 
whatever ; indeed, considered by 
themselves, they not only are not 
wrong, but may be good and bene- 
ficial ; but they may not be so for 
you ; they may hinder and relard 
your progress into the knowledge 
and character of God; they may 
make another interest in your life 
that would interfere with the great 
supreme interest. You can not, per- 
haps, tell before hand what these 
thing will be, but they will come up 
again and again for decision as you go 
on in your Ctristian life, and you 
want to have the principle settled 
by which you must decide them, and 
the principle is plain enough. It is 
the one great supreme purpose of 
your life to advance in holiness, to 
grow into God, and nothing, even 
the dearest or the best. must be 
allowed to interfere with this pur- 
pose. The question for you then is, 
Is this thing going to help or hinder 
me in my growth, my sanctification! 
It your conscience tells you that it 
will prove a hindrance, then there 
should be no hesitation in giving it 
np. People come to me and say, 
“ Must I renounce this, that =o many 
people, who are as good Christians 
as I, find so innocent! Must I give 
up that which some decry, and others 
declare brings to them a positive 
good? Is this, that so many good 
people do, wrong! Is this, that other 
g od people do, right to do?” St. 
Paul declares that if meat makes bis 
brother offend, he will eat no meat 

while the sun standeth, and so I, 

who, if I am a Christian at all, must 
desire so earnestly to help the lives 
of my brethren to God as well as to 
come completely to him myself, will 
gladly relinquish any pleasure, any 
satisfaction or growth for myself, if 
only 1 know surely that it may not 
help but hinder the life of my hum- 
biest brother to have me to do it. 
Taen 1 muss take others into con- 
sideration, and think nothing right 
for me to do that could hurt or 
hinder their best growth, and I must 
be ready also to rurrender anything 
that is not clearly my duty, if it will 
injure them, What I said about 
surrenders is sufficiently plain to 
you. First, as a Ohristian I will 
do nothing that is essentially wrong; 
secondly, L will do nothing, that 

although right in itself will be wrong 
for me, because it will keep me 
from drawing closer to God; and 
lastly, I will do nothing that could 
put a bar in the way of any of his 
other children whom I long to help, 
and will not hinder, Llallips 
Brooks, D. D, 
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MR, MOODY'S EXPERIENCE, 

back almost 

remember two 

used to come to 

I can myself go 
twenty years and 
holy women who 
my meetings. 1t was delightful to 
see them there. When I began to 
preach I could teil by the expression 
of their faces that they were pray- 
ing for me. At the close of the 
Sabbath evening meetings they 
would say to me, “ We have been 
praying for you.” I said, “ Why 
don’t you pray for the people 1” 
They answered, “You need the 
power.” “J need power ¥" 1 said 
to myself; “ why, 1 thought I had 
the power.” 

I had a large Sabbath-school, and 
the largest congregation in hicago. 
There were some 2onversions at that 
time, I was, in a sense, satisfied. 

of the worldling, 

Bot right along these two godly 
women kept praying for me, and 
their earnest talk about avointing 
for special service ” set me thinking. 
I asked them to come and talk with 
me, and we got down on our knees, 
They poured out their hearts that I 
might receive the apointing from 
the Holy Spirit, and there camea 
hunger into my soul. I did not 
know what it war, I began to cry 
as I never did before. The hunger 
increased. 1 really felt that 1 did 
not want to live any longer if I 
could not have this power for ser 
vice. 
Then came the Chicago fire. 1 

was burnt out ot house and home at 
two o'clock in the morning. This 
did not so much affect me ; my heart 
was full of the yearning for divine 
power. 1 was to go on a special 
mission to raise funds for the home- 
less, but my heart was pot in the 
work for begging. 1 could not ap 
peal. I was crying all the time 
tkat God would fill me with bis 
Spirit. 

Well, one day, in the City of New 
York—ah, what a day! I cannot 
describe it ; 1 seldom refer to it; it 
is almost too sacred an experience of 
which be never spoke for fourteen 
vears. I can only say that God re- 
vealed himself to me, and I had 

such an experience of his love that I 
had to ask him to stay his hand. 1 
went to preaching again. The ser- 
mons were not different ; I did not 
present any new truths ; and yet 
hundreds were converted. 1 would 
not now be placed back where I was 
before that blessed experience, if you 
would give me all Glasgow—it 
would be as the small dust of the 
balance. I tell you it is a sad day 
when a convert goes into the church, 
and that’s the last you hear of him. 
If, however, you want this power for 
some selfish end—as, for example, 
to gratify your own ambition, you 
will not get it. ‘ No flesh,” says 
God, “shall glory in my presence,” 
— Chris. Witness. 
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THE ROCK-BUILT CHRISTIANS, 
— 

THEODORE IL. 

D. D. 

BY THE REV, CUYLER, 

Rembranbt was the king of por- 
trait painters; but an infinitely 
greater than he has drawn in a few 
strokes the picture of the righteous 
man. Open to the thirty-third 
chapter of Tonish and look at him on 
his lofty pedestal. He is pictured 
as the man that ** walketh righte- 
ously and speaketh uprightly ; his 
word is as good as hie bond, and he 
never gets lost in a straight road. 
He ‘ despiseth the gains of fraud 
(as the Revised Version has it), and 
shaketh his hands from touching 
bribes.” A timely hint is this for 
our days when so many poison thei 
character fatally by touching trust 
funds. He “ stoppeth his ear from 
hearing of blood, and shutteth his 
eyes from seeing evil ;” sin is not to 
be looked at, however attractive, or 
listened to, however alluring. Eyes, 
ears, feet and hands are all held 
subject to a (God-fearing conscience. 
The summing up of this description 
is that the genuine Christian was- 
ters himself because Jesus Christ has 
mastered him ; he controls himself 
because he has given Jesus the sup- 
reme control of his heart. Now see 
his Position. 

1. “He shall dwell on high.” 
While others build down on the 
shifting sands or in the quaking 
morass, his abode is up ou the ever- 
lasting cliffs. I once climbed up to 
the magnificent fortress of Salzburg, 
which overlooks the emerald plains 
for many a league, with the ice- 
crowned Tyrolese Alps in the back- 
groond. It is one of the most en- 
chanting outlooks in all Europe. 
But while I could only enjoy the 
splendid prospect for an hour or two, 
I found that a hundred or more 
p2ople were living up there. So it 
18 with the rédeemed and rejoicing 
Christian ; he is risen above the 
grovelling pursuits, the tainted at- 
mosphere, and the soul-vexing cares 

Ha lives up with 
This is the true * higher life,” 

The morning sun of Goa'’s counte- 
nance shines upon him, and every 
time it is still light. Such a happy 
Christian can sing : 

trod, 

“* God lives —there rest, my soul ! 
(God speaks —and cannot lie, 
God sees and can control, 
God leads ; then follow 1; 

Oh, heart, have done w ith all thy care, 
And live with God, up there /” 

2. There is a perfect Protection 
from the worst things that can en; 

danger the soul and destroy its 
peace. For observe that “his place 
of defence shall be the munition of 
rocks,” The passage recalls the 
rocky heights in Palestine and 
Syria, on which men built their for- 
tifications in time of old; to us it 
recalls such iwpregnable strongholds 
as Edinburgh Castle or the Rock of 
Gibraltar. Now there are men and 
women, and would that there were 
more of them—whose characters are 
based aud built after the solid and 

tantial style. Their sure foun- 
davon is om God's immo able 
Word as fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 
Their faith is no blind guess-work ; 
it is a rational and intelligent and 
wholesouled grasp on heaven-re- 

vealed truth, It is the redeemed 
sou.’s rest on an Almighty Saviour. 
Jesus says, “Trost Me,” and the be- 
liever trusts Him. When I cress 
over yonder East River bridge, I do 
not anxiously inquire of the gate 
keeper *“ Is it safe 1” or walk over it 
with quaking knees, I know what 
adamanite piers support the struc- 
ture. God says to me, “‘Tru<t ye 
in the Lord foreser : for in the Lord 
Jehovah is the reck of ages.” Mj 
Saviour says ic me, “1 give unto 
my sheep eternal life; they 
shall never perish; neither shall 
any man plock them out ot my) 
hands.” When I put my soul, m 
interests, my wants, my busines: 
and my all into his keeping, why 

should I worry? All the devils io 
hell cannot harm me. Who should 
separate me from the love of Goo 
which is in Corist Jesus our Lord. 

Brethren! if we dweil thus at the 
munitions of rocks, our charac ers 
become wonderfully solidified. We 
become to partake of Christ's un 
changeableness. We hecome meu 
and women of rock. Peter, when 
writing to his fellow Christian: 
about Christ, says: “To whoa 
coming as unto a living stone, ye 
also become living stoues, built up 
into a spiritual house.” He tha: 
doeth the will of God abideth for- 
ever. As the Scotch version of the 
125th Psalm has it, 
‘“ Who sticketh to God in stable trust, 
As Zion’s mount, he stands full just 
Which moveth no whit, nor yet can ree), 
But standeth forever as stiff as steel.” 

In this age of shaky pulpits and 
pliable mucilaginous professors i: 
our churches, it is pleasant to en- 
counter rock built Christians. 

3. They cannot be starved out. 
Sometimes a garrison is obliged tc 
surrender because their provisions 
are exhausted ; or else the supply of 
water has failed. But there is no 
danger of this sort with ths children 
-f taith who dwell up in Christ’ 
fortress. We ate told of those w! 0 
live on the munition of rocks tha 
““ bread shall be given thew, their 
waters shall be sure,” There is ar 

in worldly walters, they who live 
the life of earnest faith and obedi 
ence to (God’s commandments, fare 
better than the ungodly. Christian- 
ity does not breed idlers, or game- 
sters, or knaves, or beggars, or 
tramps. Wonderful provision often 
comes to those who “ live from hanc 
to mouth,” when the mouth is the 
mouth of faith, and the band is the 
hand of cur Heavenly Father, 
But it is to spiritual supplies that 

the promise chiefly powts. Ob, 
how abundantly the manna falls 
every day! How sweet and full 
the streams which we draw from 
Christ, oar unfailing well. How 
rich the sufficiency of his grace! 
Happy is the rock-built heaven-fed 
child of God; he shall never be 
moved ' until he is transferred to 
glory. —Christian at Work. 

> eee ca 
NOBILITY or CHARACTER. 

As an illnstration of the ruling 
spirit of considerateness in a noble 
character, we may cite the anecdote 
of the gallant Sir Ralph Abercrom- 
bie, of whom it is related that,when 
mortally wounded in the battle of 
Aboukir, he was carried in a litter 
on board the ‘ Foudroyant,” and to 
ease his pain a soldier's blanket was 
placed under his head, from which 
he experienced considerable relief. 
He asked what it was, 
“It's only a soldier's blanket,” 

was the reply. 
““ Whose blanket isiv?”’ 

half lifting hime cf, 
“Only one of the men’s.” 
“1 wish I knew the name of the 

man whose blanket this is.” 
“It is Danean Roy’s, of the Forty- 

second, Sir Ralph,” 
“ Then see that Duncan Roy gets 

his blahket this very night.” 
Even to ease his dying agony, the 

General would not deprive the pii- 
vate soldier of his blanket for one 
might. 

said he, 

HOME DUTIES FIRST, 

A girl of fourteen, who had lately 
heen converted, asked God te show 
her what to do for him, and what 
was her special work. After pray- 
ing for some time the thought came 
to her mind that she could take her 
baby brother, only a few months 
old, and nurse him for the Lord. So 
she took the charge of the child, and 
relieved her mother in the work and 
cave of the little one, 

This was godly and Christ-like. 
Heme dnties and fireside responsi- 
bilities have the first ¢laim upon 
every child of God, We need not 
go abroad for work when (fod places 
work within our reach. 
‘The daily round, the common 

task,” provides ample opportunities 
for sexving God, doing whatsoever 
our hands find to do. 

‘Little words, not eloquent 
speeches ; little deeds, not miracles 
nor battles, nor one great, heroic 
act or mighty martyrdom make up 
the Christian life.’ 

L3G. 7 NE LJ IRA 
Lemon Jerry Cake. —Take two cups 

of sugar, one cup milk, three eggs, two 
teaspoonfuls cream tartar, one tee- 
spoonful sods, three cups flour; m x 

and bake in thin layers, then place tte 
jelly between. 

sverlasting well in the citadel, Ever 

LEMONT & SONS, 
DEALERS IN 

FURNITURE, 
The largest stock in the City, 

BEDROOM SETTS, 

PARLOUR SETTS, 

Chairs, 
Chairs, 

Chairs. 

Sofas and Lounges, 

EASY CHAIES 
AND 

Rockers Htc. 

CROCKERY WARF, 

CHINA WARF, 

COLORED WARE, 

ANDGLASS WARE, 

A Splendid Stock. 

SILVER PLATED GOODS, 

LAMPS, 

CHANDELIERS, 

AND ORGANS, 

Special low prices made to Churches a 1d 
Lodges on ORGANS and LAMPS . 

BABY CARRIAGES, 

BOYS’ CARTS, 

BOYS’ VELOCIPEDES, 

Knives and Forks, 

Preserving Kettles, 

Looking Glasses, 

Tin Toilet Ware, 

Stone Churns, 

Butter-Trays, 

CROCKS, LADELS, PRINTS, 1UBS, 
Erc.,, Erc.,, Etc. 

Cheapest at 

LEMONT’S. 

{1os. W. Sti 
Has commenced his great Clearing Sale 

of Readymade Clothing, Boots, Shoes, 
Men and Boys’ Hats and Caps, also Gents’ 
and Youths’ Underwear, with other lines 
of Goods too numerous to mention; and as 
his whole steck is marked down to its low- 
est margin, bargains may be expected. 
His tailoring depariment is under one of 

the best cutters in the Dominion. He 
guarantees satisfaction in this department 
to all of his patrons, 

Thos. WSmith, 
192 Edgecomb’s Building, 

Queen Street, Frederiction, N, B. 

1886. Fall & Winter, 1867. 
WM. JENNINGS, 

Merchant Tailor, 

Is now showing a large and varied 
sortwent of the following goods suitable 
for this season's trade, 

Wilton ap, 
ne illa and 
Worsted Overcoatings. 

In Plain and Fancy Colors. 

Beavers and Pilots, 
Faney Trouserings, 

Also a nice selection of 

English and Scotch Suitings, 

In all the latest patterns. 

Y WM. JENNINGS. 
—— 

ARD or 4 ex “Frank and Willie, 
1. 200 tubs -Y for hie Fon ; 

GILBERT BENT AND SONS. 
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