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‘““THAT COD IN ALL THINCS MAY BE CLORIFIED THROUCH JESUS CHRIST.”

—Peter.
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HeatHEN PUNISHMENTS. As aspeci-
men of shocking heathen customs and
cruelty in punishment of offenders, in
contrast with the Christian nations,
read the following horrible tale : At
Canton, China, on August 27th, a
Chinese girl, aged 18 years, under-
went the ““Ling Chi” execution,
‘ which is that one piece after another
of the victim’s body is cut away until
the body is divided into a thousand
pieces. The victim, as in this case,
always dies from the loss of blood be-
fore the horror is completed.” The
girl was charged with poisoning her
husband and three relatives. ‘¢ Al-
though it was shown, on examination,
that she was innocent of the crime,the
people of the district insisted upon her
execution, which the Viceroy finally
ordered.”

Bora WronNGg. There are two ways
of dealing with one’s country that are
to be condemned. One way is to over-
praise it and to suppress all disagee-
able facts concerning it. The other
bad way is to exaggerate all the defects
and drawbacks of our countrygand our
conditien. A Presbyterian minister
who is laboring hard to secure help for
the starving farmers of Texas com-
plains that speculators are doing all
they can to hide the sad condition of
the people in order to sell Texan lands
to persons outside the State. We need
not say much about those who grumble
against their own country as they are
happily very few. But there should be
no grumblers in a land of peace and
plenty, where law and order prevail,
and all should be happy and thankful
to the Giver of all good.— Presbyterian
Witness.

Exp or THE ENGLISH SHAKERS.
There is bitter wailing in the tiny com-
muaity of ‘*‘Shakers,” says the London
Christian World., A crushing biow has
fallen upon the sect. ‘‘ Mother ”
Girling, in whose immortality ber fol-
lowers devoutly believed, is dead.
With her exgirea the new faith which
she founded, and of which she was the
single prop. The wwelve women and
eight men who looked to her as their
guide, spiritual and temporal, now gaze
despairfully in each other’s wue-begone
countenances, and see no hope for the
future in heaven or on earth. Mrs
Girling was probably no conscous im-
postor, but a self-deluded fanatic. At
all events she gained for herself and
her followers nothing but continued
hardship — exposure, derision, and
doubtless what she considered as per-
secution. In some respects Mrs.
Girling reminds us of Joanna South-
cote. Like her, she announced a new
revelation. Like her, she was the pro-
phet and high priest of her sect. Like
her, her sect must nccessarily die with
her. A pecnliar feature of the Shaker
creed was their belief that all disease
was sent for some good purpose frow
God, and that therefore it was sinful
to attempt to check its course by the
intervention of medical aid. Mother
Girling believed herself an incarnation
of the Deity. Judging from vsrions
accounts the poor woman was crazy and
her foilowers lazy.

‘“ Bex Hur.” Have you read Ben
Hur? It s worth reading. Its author,
Gen. Lew Wallace, told something of
its history in a recent interview: ‘‘You
may remember, perhaps, he said—that
Ben Hur is divided into books. The
first book, carrying the story down to
the birth of Christ, was written with
no distinet motive. I regarded it as
complete and intended some day to
send it to a magazine as a serial, At
that time I did not trouble myself to
inquire as"to religious matters, and if
I went to church it was to hear an elo-
quen®, speake:, for thesake of his elo-
quence. Oue day I met Col. Ingersoll
and he began to talk to me in his won-
derful way—for he is very wonderful,
in brain and eloquence. After that
talk [ determined that, cost what it
might, I would investigate and decide
fer myself as to the divinity of Christ
It seemed to me that to continue
‘ Ben Hur’ would give me a pretext
and a system of work, and for five long
years, I studied the life of Christ and

" the history, customs and tradidions of

his people and country. This I did by
the aid of maps and books of travel,
until I had accumulated what I believe
to be the largest collection of maps of
the East owned by any iodividual in
America and had a knowledge of my
subject which, I may say without ego-
tism, was superiot to that of many who

PGult,

had travelled in the Ho'y Land. [ had
gone but a few steps in this work be-
fore I came to the conclusion that
Christ was divine and entitled to re-
spect and that all he claimed for him-
self he should receive. [ am not now
a church-member. When 1 arrive at
a strauge hotel on Sunday I ask the
way to the nearest church, and itis al-
ways good enough for me, When
‘ Ben Hur’ was complete I went to the
Holy Land and spent mounths in visit-
ing every place referred to in order to
verify my work. Not one word re-
quired to be changed.

P> e -

THE WORLD'S EARLY EVANGELIZA-
TION POSSIBLE,

The Rev. Dr. Arthur T. Pierson, of
Philadelphia, made a ringing mission-
ary appeal at the Conference recently
held at Northfield, Massachusetts, He
cited the promulgation of the decree of
Ahasuerus, authorizing the Juws 1o de-
fend themselves, as an example of the
swift diffusion of intelligence, and

said : Y

Now, notice what was to be done
here. This was one of the greates:
empires of antiquity, reaching from
the borders of the Mediterranean Sea
to the Indus in lodia, and reaching
from the Caspian Sea to the Persian
That is to say, it was fifteen
hundred miles east and west, and a
thousand miles north and south—about
as large as the United States previ.us
to the War of the Revolution, or as
large as the Congo basin is to-day.
They had to reach all those provinces
with thé utmost haste. They had no
postal facilities, no telegraphs or tele-
phones, no steam vessels or steam cars;
nothing but dromedaries, camels and
horses to depend upon. Aund they had
to translate this decree in all the vari-
ous languages in all the 127 provinces
—not only translating it, but transerib-
ing it by ﬂaud, for they had no print-
ing presses. They transferred ail this
slow work to the messengers, who had
to publish the decree to every individ
ual in all the proviuees. How long do
you think it took to accomplish this
world-wide work ? By the thirteenth
day of the twelfth month, the com-
mandment had been published to ali
the people, and the Jews were ready
ou that day to fight for their hives. In
other words, it tvok ten days less than
nine months to do 1. And we have
taken n'neteen huodred yecars nearly
to carry the Gospel 1o one-quarter of
the human race, when we have the
commaud of the King of kings to do
the Kiug's busivess in haste. Now, |
say that this is a burning shame to
Christendowm ; and we shali not honor
the Lord if we do not get stirred up on
this subject to do our duty in the evan-
gehzaon of the world.

[ want you to know, first, the unoc
cupied territ . ries ; and then the per-
iect feasibi ity of reaching the while
world bef.re the year 1900. Look at
the unoccupird fieids | am not speak-
wug of the fact that there is only one
missionary laborer to every 60 000 of
the heathen, but lovking at the whally
unoccupied rerritory. Here, for in-
stance, is Kurdistan with 3 000,000
Here is Afghanistan with 8 000 000 f
pevple. Here is Anam wuh 20,000, -
000 There ure large tracrs in Afiica
—Senegimbia with 50 000 000 of peo-
ple, and nearly the wh: le Congo basiu
Here are Thibet aud Mang lia and
Arabia— virtuaily untouched by Chris
tan missions. To give you an exam-
ple : In 1881, Scwevenson, the Stanley
of China—counected with the China
Inland Mission—uravelled 1,078 uiiles,
from Bhawo, in Upper Burmah, tw
Chung-Xing, in the provinee of Chuen.
He didu’t find one single missionary
station ; and if he had carried with
him a scythe that would cut a swath a
thousand miles broad, there wouldn’t
have been but one missionary stauion
—the one at Kwei-Yung—in that belt
of territory a thousand miles in breadth
and length. That territ.ry was crowd-
ed with hundreds of millions of un-
saved souls, and he never met a man
who heard the Gospel. When Stanley
went from Stanley Falls across the con-
tinent to the rapids of the Congo,
through the heart of equatorial Africa,
he didn’t see on his way one single mau
that was a Christian or had ever seen
or heard a Christian missienary. And
here we are singing about the Gospel,
and praying about the Gospel, and
talking about the Gospel, when we
onght to get up off our faces and hear
God speaking to the children of Israel
—** Go forward !"

Now, can this be done? T have in-
timated that we can give the G spel to
every single soul on the face of the
earth before the year 1900. People
will laugh at the suggestion. An Eug-
lish preacher once said to a soldier who
was accustomed to go forward at the
risk of his life, and go promptly: “My
good fellow, if Queen Victoria should
1ssue a commaud to her soldiers to
carry a decree to every portion of the
known world, about how long would it
take todoit "’ After some calculation
he said : *‘ I reckon we could do it in
Just about eighteen mounths.” There
18 no question that if we had a human
imperial authority, we could go around
the vlobe in a year and promulgate this
Gospel decree all through the world,
And yet we stand still when the Kin

of kings is saying to us: * Go into a

the world, and preach the Gospel to
every creature.” I say it can be dune.
Now, look at a few tacts. Rewmember
that we are not responsible for the con
version of men, but only for contact
between the Gospel aud them. We
cannot gonvert a single soul, but we
can secure contact between the Gospe:
aud that soul. It is counted that there
are 100 000 000 Protestants. Of course
mauy of them, ritualists, formalists,
etc., are g d for nothing. Suppose
there are 10 000.000 consecrated souls.
Suppose each one of these earus five
hundred dollars a year. There you
have $5.000,000,000. Now, do you
notice, the one-bundredih of that sum
is $560.000,000 ; which, therefore is the
one-hundredth pare of the agyregate
income of these 10,000,000 Christiaus.
Suppuse they all gave one penny a day.
That would amount to $36,5600,000
every year. QOue penny a day from
the ten millions «f Protestant Chris-
tians !—and they but a tenth of the
nominal membership of the Protestant
commupity. Do you know what seven
wmen did ? Ahout lifty years ago—mn
the year 18356 —seven shoemakers in
the city of Hawbarg, said : ** By the
grace of God, we will give the Gospel
to the people immediately around us.”
In twen'y five years they had estab-
lished HO churches, with 10,000 con-
verts ; they had distributed 400 000
¢ pies of the Word of Gud, and 8 000 -
000 pages of tracts ; and they had
brought the Gospel to fifty mmllions of
human beings—nearly as many as the
population of the Uunited States, All
this by seven shemakers !—not-one
learned wan among them  Suppose
those seven men had commencea this
work in the unoccupied Congo basin,
knowing the language ; within twenty-
{ive years they wouid have biought the
Guspel to every single soul in the
Congo Free Siate. Why, we dont
know but 150 such shoemakers could
have brought the Guspel (0 & thousaud
willions of human beiugs inside of
twenty-five years. Do you admire
those men? You can do the same
yourself. The old mouks of the Middle
Ages used to go up and down singing:
** Laborare esu orare : 7 “‘ To work 1s
to worship, to work is to worsnip.” 8.,
to-day let us chant, in a consecrated
** Laborare est orare :” *‘ To work
tor Christ is the hichest form of wor-
ship.”

Bae o
SOME AUTUMN THOUGHTS.

BY ENOXONIAN.

Not being ambitious to furnish
antumn poetry lor anybody’s waste-
basket, we put our ess«y on autumn
in plain prose. We may be wrong, bu
we have au idea that plain prose in the
contributor’s e¢olumn does more good
than bad poetry mm a waste-basket,
Some people would perhaps prefer
writing for the wasie basket in poetry
to writing for their journal in prose,
but that is not our way of thinkiug.
There 18 neither gain nor glory in hav-
Iug one's verses put into a waste-bas-
ket. The literary compaunionships of »
waste-basket are not goud.

lo the lite of every good man who
lives to his threescore and teu there 1s
ao autumn, Where it begins ur ends
you cannot exactly say, but everybody
knows what you wesn when you say
about any given man that he is in the
autump of hfe. One cannot name any
day w Scptember and say autumn be-
kau on that day, nor can you nawe any
year in a wan's ife and say his autuwn
began io that year. We know when
the autumn of the year has fully come,
and there are many sigus which tell u-
when the autumn of ife has come.

A good maun should be at his very
best in the autumn of life. Avtumu
18 the fruit-bearing season in human
life as well as in nature. A Coristian
wun should be more useful, more in-
flueutial for good, more of a blessing
10 his Church and to society n the
autumu of Jife thao he has ever beeu
before. He has all his past experience
to guide him ; he has that faculty for
dealing with men with the minimuw
of friction which can be acquired only
by practice ; he has the wisdom which
years usually give to every man who
wants it ; he has a vast amount of use-
ful knowledge picked up by the way ;
and, better than &ll, he has, or ought
t. have, more grace than he possessed
at any previous period of his life. His
autumn should be by far his best time.
If a man is not a better Christian in
the autumn of life than he was in life’s
spring and summer, it may well be
doubted whether he is a Christian at
all. If he has not more sense in
autumn than he had io his earlier
years, there is great fear that he may
never have any sense. There is no
hope for a fool at sixuy.

Perhaps the finest thing about the
autumn of life is ite mellowness, The
wellow character is no longer hard—
no longer harsh, no longer seur, no
longer green. A mao in that stage does

not try to do everything by force, He

does not try to make drunkards sober
by abuse, nor to convert Catholics
withaclub, He knows that you never
make a liquor seller better by calling
him bhard names, nor turn a Catholic
mtoa Protestaut by breaking his skull.
A preacher in the mellow stage never
cunsigns men to everlssting perdition
in a tone of voice as destitute of feel-
ing as the tones of an auctioneer. The
autuan of life brings mellowness in
the case of every good man, and wel-
lowness of character means modera
tion, charity, kindness, patience and
wany other qualities that make char-
acter lovely,

Men i, the autumn of life are as a
rule the safest men to do business
with.

A doctor in the autumn of life is not
very likely to give you heroic treat-
ment unless your case is really bad,
He kuows that ‘“ horse doses "’ shake
up the system terribly. He nurses
uature, helps nature and gets you
through as easily as is compatible with
safety,  All young doctors don’t give
** horse doses '’ by any means. Many
of them are careful, prudem, fine fei-
lows, who treat their patients with
great care and skill. Some of the old
ones, even in the autumn period, give
very strong powders for very slight
ailments. But still the general rule
rewains true that a good physician in
the autumn of lhife gives as fow *‘horse
doses ” as he can help, especially to
weak people aud children.

A good lawyer, m the autumn of
life, is very careful about advising peo-
ple to go into laweunits. H¥ knows by
iong experience that litigaton is slow,
tedious, expensive and terribly uncer-
tain. A youug lawyer, brimful of fight,
and anXivus for promotion, may not
always be so careful.

A statesman 1n the autumn of life,
if a good man, always becomes more
moderate in his opinions and feelings.
He has lived long envugh to see that
there are good men, patrivtic men, on
both sides. He has also found ont
that there are selfish schemers, piuch
beck pawriows, howling hy pocrites, and
a few thieves on both sides. A young
man swarting out in public life is apt to
suppose that all the good men are on
his own side aud all the bad oues on
the other, When he comes to the
autuinn of life he knows better, and
becomes more moderate in his feelings
and opinions.

A business man in the autumn of
life has usually some marked gualities.
He is not very apt to enter uto wild-
cat specu'ations. He doesn’t sue half
48 quichly as a young man. In fact he
never sues at all if he can get his cwn
1o any rensonable way. Asa rule it is
much easier to do business with a man
in the autumn of life than at any other
perivd. He is more reasonable, more
sensible, more kindly, and d..es not be-
lheve 80 much in force as he did when
young.

A pastor in the autumn of life should
be at his very best. If he has kepe up
his reading, he is at his best. Having
children of his own, he knows better
how to deal with the young of his flock.,
Having lost some of his own, he cau
sympathize with others when similarly
bereased. If he has been a vcod stu-
dent and has had the discipline of the
pen, he should preach better in the
autumn of life than at any other time.
His sermons will be more mellow. He
may preach less about hell than he once
did, but he will preach more about the
cross. His sermons will be more sym-
pathetic, more helpful, more useful
thau they ever were. His prayers will
be the best part of his scrvice. There
is nothing that shows the spiritual
growth of a minister ur any other
Christian so much as his prayers.

Reader, are you in the autumn of
bfel If s, are you better than you
were at any former period 7  Have you
outgrown all hardntss, harshness, sour-
ness, bitterness? Have you that mel-
lowness of character which should come
in autumn and which, while it adorns
the possessor, is a benediction to all
around him ? If not, why not —Can.
Presbyterian,

-
THE INWARD LIFE,

Spiritual growth depeunds wholly on
the living, healthy principle of godli-
ness within the soul. Where there is
no inward, organic lfe, ‘ death
reigns,” whether it be in the State,the
Church or the individual. Spiritval
life enriches spiritual growth. The
deeper, the truer, the holier that life,

the more rapid and vigorous the growth

in dimensions and effective usefulness.
All true epiritual growth is from within.
It depends on the inward principle of
holiness and faith inGod. Piety is power.
Piety is beauty. Piety is growth, Piety
links to God, and G .4 is omnipotent.
The strength of a Christian is 10 be
measured by his participation in the
life of God, by his vital union with
the Lord Jesus Christ.

How often the members of our
churches seem to forget that there can
be no legitimate increase for the church
beyond its increase in inward holiness.
All other mere enlargement of bulk is
like the padding out of a tree with for-
eign material. There is a swelling of
dimension, as the human body may
bloat under the influence of stimul-
ants. There is no genuine and eudnr-
ing growth.  Let us not be deceived
There can be 110 substitute for vital
piety. No pretentious swell of num-
bers in the pew, or of rhetoric in the
pulpit; no cunning devices of architec-
ture or bewitching music ; no multi-
plications of sermons or services ; no
especial allurements to *“ draw’’ people
t6 the sanctuary or the altar; n- as-
sociations for sociality or for charity—
nothing—mnothing can take the place of
over-mastering love for Christ,

Without this inward principle in
healthy exercise,there will be no godly
acuvity, no increase of spiritual power.
There way be occasional spasws of
fi ful exertion ; but like the tides,they
will soon ebb away and leave only the
worthless ‘“‘track’’ of broken resclutions
and decaying projects on the strand
But godiiness is perennial. It is better
than numbers, for it attracts the best
unto itse f, aod manufactures good me
out of the worst material. It is better
than wealth; for it includes the ind . s-
try that makes money, and the benevo-
lence that bestows it on praiseworthy
objects, Franklin empties the con-
rents of his purse on the plate under
the irresistible appeals of Whitefield.
Bat it is better to have a greater thau
Whitefiold always in our hearts, who
will prompt us to give, even though no

fascinating eluquence play upon the
ear. Godllness, 1ou, is Ueiter vhao

prayer. For it iuspires devotion; and
without it the most fluent repetitic n of
liturgics is but souuding brass and a
tinkling cymbal.

Would you grow? Then grow in
godliness. As Paul wrote to the breth-
ren at Theesalonica : *“We beseech y.u
to increase more and more.”” We be-
seech you by the tender mercies of our
God ; we beseech you by the love of
Jesus that plucked you from the pit ot
woe; by all the luxuries of doing good;
by all the bliss of a heaven begun on
earth and consummated on the sea of
shining gold before the thrune; by all
the glirious deeds you may achieve for
(G)d and humanity; we beseech you to
lncrease more and more still, until
Christ becomes not merely the meas-
ure of your holy aspirations, but the
fulness of your perfect joy.— Morning
Star.

T
STRAIGHT ARROWS WANTED,

An evangelist whose methods of
presenting the truth have been the
su' jeet of much criticism, and are
sometimes said to be more noisy than
nice, is credited with saying that if a
man’s heare is right with God it does
not matter what he says. If that state-
ment means that the bow from which
the arrow is shot is of primary impor-
tance, we shall not take much excep-
tion. If it means that the very sim-
plest preaching from a heart dead to
sic, and alive unto God and holiness,
will be powerful, we would not express
a doubt of it.

No Christian worker has a right to
expect the accompaniment of Gud's
power in his labor if he has not first
so.ght and secured a pure heart. In
such work purity is an element and
preparation for power. God never
manifested himself in power to Israel,
and for Israel’s deliverance, unless
there were first a sanctifying unto the
Lord. They must be true themselves
who would preach truth. Only he
whose bow abides in strength, the
strength of a conscious separation from
sin and consecration to the Lord, can
be a true gospel archer. In these are
the hidings of God's power.

But the arrows are of account also.
A crooked arrow discharged from a
straight and taut bow will hardly be
liksly to reach the target. Surely the
warrior of the Lord should make good
choice of arrow as well as bow. There
is a lurking suspicion in the mind that |

the statements quoted is intended o
convey the idea that if a man’s heart
is very zealous for the Lord, it little
matters whether good tas'e be offended,
whether the words be studied or not,
whether the conclusions drawn from
the Word of God be legitimate or not.
Such doctrine we cannot accept, If
out of the abundunce of a purified and
heaven-endowed heart the mouth
speaks, the words will be wise. There
may be lack of learning, there may be
little of the grace of elocution, rhetorie
way be conspicuous by its absence,
but there will be something in the
words that will prove them to be the
true offspring of a heart right with
God. Carelessness of speech is not in
accordance with the apostilic advige
sent to Timothy when bidden to showr
himself approved wnto God—a work-
man that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly diyiding the word of truth.
The preacher’s art is first and con-
spicnously a matter of the heart, but
the live coal from off the altar of God
must touch and sanctify the lips &f
him whois to be a true messengér
from the Lord.

Words are to be weighed as surely
a8 hearts are to be searched. Wise
words from warm hearts will win, and
we do not see how any man who has a
heart right with God will ever deem it
veedless to pray ‘‘ O Lord, open thou
my lips ; and my mwou'h shall shew
forth thy praise.”—Observer.

Among Our Exchanges.

Two CLASSES.

Thexe are two classes of Christiana s
thise who live eniefly by emaotion, and
those who live chicfly by faith. The
first class, tho~e who live chicfly by
emotion, remind «ne ofships that move
by the outward impulse of winds oper-
a'ing upon sails.  They are oft-n in @
dead calm, often out of their course,
and sometimes driven back. And it 1
only when the winds are fair and
powerful that they move «nward wilk
rapidity. The other class, those whe
live chicfly by faith, remind «ne of 1he
magniticeut steamers which cross the
Atlanue, wbich are moved by an «x-

terior a1 d permagent principle, and
which, setting at dehance all ordin vy

obstacles, advance steadily and swiftly
to'their destination, through calm aud

storm, through cloud and sunshine.—
Prof Upham,

SiNn DeceprrIvE

Sin, when seeking its victim, wears
a mask of beauty which dazzles the
imagination and charms the passions.
But when it has ¢ imquered the sinner,
s mask drops off and it stands reveal-
«d to the co.science 1n all i1ts shockiug
deformity. The guiity one is then ap-
palled at his own act, and often ex-
claims,—

“Yes! I've done & deed
Will blot my honor with eternal stain.”
Therefore, the way 10 resist tempration
1s to hold the sin before the couscience
in its true character, and to say, ag
Jieseph did, ** How can I do this greal
wickeduess and sin against God ?'—

Zim's Herald,

WHo ARE GUILTY ?

When churen members prove resent-
ful, when they rend the church inro
factions, when, instead of love to each
other, and a consuming desire to help
on the work which is as grand as the
worth of souls is tremendoue—when
they appear utterly unconscious of 1he
gravity of a life pressed by claims from
Christ and from peri-hiog men, and
allow trifles and personal piques and
prejudices to render their lives haime
ful rather than belpful to the great
work of the church ; is it any wonder
that unbelievers wag their heads and
scoff, and they become proof against
the preaching of the Gospel, if a deep-
seated scepticism does not take pos-
s 8sion of many. — Messenger and
Visitor,

SiN aAND HoLiNEss,

Sin and holiness are antagonistie
forces, They camnot dwell together
without a perpetual strife which never
ceases until one or the other is expelled
from the heart. Both ssek exclusive
dominion. God’s love in the s ul
strives to expel sin. Sin struggles to
bring the whole mass into captivity.
Hence it has been compared to a fierce
marauder sweeping over the soul de-
stroying all its spiritual tendencies, its
ethical sywpathies and its moral
beauty, thereby rendering it a desert
tilled with dark deep pools of iniguity
recking with feelings which make it
offensive to God, and breeding nothing
but misery and death for the man him-
self. Therefore all the real evils which
threaten the soul may be summed np
in that one dreadful word—sin. And
since there is no power equal to ita
conquest but the love of God shed
abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost,
it behooves every man desirous of being
freed from sin to lift longing eyes up
to that embediment of divine love, the
cross of Christ, and believingly ory,
‘‘ Shed Thy love abroad in my heart, O
Lord!" The birth and reign of that
love will be the death of thy sin, O
man | It will give the freedom of the
kingdom of God,—Zion's Herald,

s ¥




