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Those subscribers whose pay-
ments for the year have not
vyet been made will confer a
great favour by remitting at
once. The business of the
paper requires every dollar
due. Please send it along by
next mail.

- . A ¢ .

A TeHReATENING Evin —Youthful
viee is a threatening evil of our coun-
try. Most young persons are not
reared under religious influences.
Many who are, go astray from the fam-
ily and the Sunday-school at an early
period. Many who are kept from reck-
lessness of conduct are yet poisoned
by corrupting literature and infidel
criticism. Not five per cent. of our
young men are in the churches, and a
large majority of them never go to the
Sunday-school nor to a house of wor-
ship. What can be done! What
must be done? Who are to blame ?
Who more than parents ?—Star.

Tue BaLL Rooy. —Evangelist ¢ Sam’
Jones answers the question, ‘‘ What
is a ball-room ?” in his own peculiar
way. He tells much truth in few
words, thus: ‘““ A ball-room is the
ante-room to a german. And what is
a german’ It is the ante-room to
eternal disgrace. 1 wouldn’t let my
cook go to a german. Dancing is hug-
ging set to music. No sir ; she can’t
go. 1 have some sayso as to how my
danghter is to be hugged. 1 would
put my children into the coils of the
worms of the Nile before I would put
them into the hands of a dancing mas-
ter. 1 wouldn’'t wipe my feet on the
rotten rascal. 1 will never deliber-
ately tura my children over tc any
man, and pay him by the month to
train them up for damnation.”

Joskra Cook doesn't believe in what
he calls ** a soft religion.” He says,—
“ It is trifling with reason as well as
with revelation to assume that any
thing less than deliverance from the
love of sin and from the guilt of it, can
be an adequate 10und of spirityal
peace. From the rapidity with which
character crystallizes, it follows inex-
orably that whatever we do to secure
this double deliverance must be done
quickly. I care little for science or
philosophy. 1 should care little for
revelation itself, if they did not answer,
and apswer in harmony with each
other the supreme question.  What
saves men and why ! and what must I
do to be saved ? Science, philosophy,
revelation, all give fathomless empha-
sis to the word ‘‘ now.”

THE STUMBLING-BLOCKS. —A writer
in the Presbyterian undertakesto show
that the prevailing idea that a revival
cannot be expected until things in the
church are wade ready by ‘* taking the
stumbling blocks out of theway,"” is not
true. Twoinstancesarecited. Hesays:
““One of the sweetest revivals the
writer ever passed through was in a
church where there had been an cld
church carpet feud for years which had
resulted in alienating families and
bringing reproach upon the church ;
and yet God poured out his Spirit and
saved souls, and healed the old wounda.
So in another of great power the devil
had got into the choir, as big as a hog,
and it was said, ‘ no revival can be had
until that matter is settled,” and yet,
God’s Spirit utierly ignored such con-
temptible actiors—too small for God
to notice—and it was carried out and
buried in the grave of forgetiulness.”

Praver Miues 1v THiger. —One is
at once struck with the extent religion
enters into the daily life of these simple
people. Asia is pre-eminently adevout
quarter of the globe, and as the re-
ligion of the Hindoos is the most an-
cient, so Buddhism is the one pro-
fessed by the largest portion of the
human race, China, Ceylon, Siam,
Tartary and Thibet confaining in the
aggregate, according to Harley’s ‘' Eas-
tern Monarchisms,” upwards of three
hundred and seventy wmillion of peo-
ple, votaries of Ruddha. They believe
in the transmigration of souls—they
associate everything with Buddha.
Several hundred copies of a prayer to
him are struck off on rice paper, aud
enclosed in a small copper cylinder
mounted on a wire spindle, which
serves for a handle as well. This pray-
ing mill, as it is called, is held in the
hand, and swung around by means of
a small chain and ball attached, and
their belief is that every time it goes
round g0 many hundred prayers are
offered up to Buddha. Not a hillman

is t) be et without one of these in
his bosom, which on-every oppor-
tunity he works, muttering the while
the mystic sentence of Thibet—
““ Houm mani pan houm’ (‘‘ Oh, the
diamond in the water lily. Oh, the
jewel in the lotus. Amen”). This
causes him to contemplate the joys
hereafter to be found with Buddha
These praying mills are constantly to
be found erected under cascades and
turned by water power, the benefit of
the prayers thus turned off going to
the constructor, and in the temples
and monasteries Liuge mills filled with
thousands of prayers are kept forever
turning. Inecribed stones are also to
be met with on the roadside and every-
where, the same mystic sentence ap-
pearing on each. Their explanation
for writing on these stones is that at
the last day the recording angel will
pass through the land and place the
names of all the contributors to these
stones in his book, and as the iuscrip-
tions thereon are looked upon as a
meritorious way of spreading their
own peculiar gospel, each one will be
rewarded azcording to his contribu-
tion, whereas those who have sent in
no ‘“‘copy”’ will be equally certain of
condign punishment.

~ Owr Contributors.

HOW TO RETAIN YOUNG CONVERTS.

It is sad that any percentage of
the young converts brought into
churches should lapse, and especially
so, when the percentage is large.
Faithful pasters, who watch our souls
as those who must give an account,
spend many anxious hours thinking
and planning how they may keep in the
church converts whom the Lord has
given them. Nothing is more painful
to the feelings of a carefu! pastor, and
nothing is more harmful to his future
work, than the backsliding of those
whom he has baptized and inducted
into the church. Having had quite an
extended experience in pastoral work,
[ may take the liberty of giving to my
younger brethren .especially, some
hints and suggestions that may prove
helpful to them. By giviog the benefit
of our experiences we may greatly aid
each other in our common work.

1. Get the converts well out. 1
mean well out of the world, and well
out of self and self-reliance. Don’t
get excited and over anxious at the
first peep ycu hear, and break the
shell. Such birds seldom if ever live.
Let the chick squirm, strain, kick and
break its own shell. It will be stronger
for it.  1f the soul ig in dzep troub'e
and suzffering under conviction of sin,
dou't give it false comfort. Impress
deep penitance and faith as essential
to pardon, and pardon as essential to
peace. It isto be feared that, in these
days of superficial teaching, many per-
sons profess religion who have never
felt a pang of soul for sin ; who know
nothing of the revival of sin in the
soul. Paul said, *‘* When sin revived
I died.” When the soul has been
under the burden of sin, and God has
truly delivered it, so thatit has passed
from death unto life and is fully out
in experience, then the convert should
make a public confessiou of Christ,
and a Scriptural profession of faith in
Him by His baptism. This is starting
fair and well. But his consecration
should be complete, reserving nothing,
The convert who does not break fully
with the world, stands where he can
easily be reached and lured. The
farther the young convert can be led
from the world and the nearer he can
be broughtto Christ, the better for con-
vert, church and pastor. Young Chris-
tians should be taught that they are
not of the world for *‘ the whole world
lieth in the evil one” (1 John v. 19).
But as the apestle Paul saith, *‘ Our
citizenship is in heaven.” Pharoah
reluctantly consented for Moses to
lead Israel out of Egypt, but he wanted
them not to go *‘very far away.”
He said, ‘I will let you go, only ye
shall not go very faraway” (Ex. viii
28). The mission of Moses was to
bring them out of Egypt into the pro-
mised land, aud he had to refuse such
terms point-blank, and insist that cot
only the men, but the women, chiléren
and every hoof of cautle should go
‘“ three days’ journey.” That would
take them well out of Egypt. When
converts are brought into the church
they should be taught to bring “‘every
hoof.” The Lord hath need of their
poesessions as well as of themeelves,

and avything left behind them in the
world may prove a snare to them.
This ** not far away™ policy, is a most
dangerous border land life. At the
time of war, the people living in the
border counties, (as in the times of
the wars of the Scotch and English for
instance) have by far the most wretch-
ed time of any people in the whole
country. It will always pay a pastor
to be persistent in demanding separa-
tion from the world, and an uncondi-
tional submission to the will of God.
Theo voice of the Lord will always be
heard saying, ‘‘Come out from
amongst them, and be ye separate.”
Insist upon it, that they never be al-
lowed to pitch their tent or settle in
the boirder land. They need to get
well into the kingdom. Something
may be learced from the little girl who
fell out of bed, whose mamma, after
picking her up, asked how she came to
fall out. To which she replied, *“ 1
g'pose I must gone sleep too near
the place where I got in.” That is
just it, too near the place where they
get in. No growth in grace. No
going forward. No pressing towdrds
the mark. To be safe the child needed
to get well into the bad. Christian
children to be happy and to enjoy and
love the church need to get well into
it. Converts who are gotten well into
the warmth and very heart of the
church will be a comfort to their
pastor. Let there be no compromise
with the world.

2. Converts to be strong must have
care. Care from the pastor and care
from the o'der members of the church.
The pastor who succeeds in keeping
his church in a uunited, loving, healthy,
strong condition will thus indirectly do
much towards keeping his young
members healthy. A divided, wrangl-
ing, cold, lifeless church is a hard
place into which to take young con-
verts. These brilliant ice palaces are
not just the place for such plants. Our
Lord in charging Peter in the care of
the flock, bade him twice to ** feed my
gsheep,” and once only to ‘¢ feed my
lambs.” Some might almost think
that in consideration of the weakness
and tenderness of the lambs, the charge
should have been twice to feed the
lambs and once the sheep. But our
Good Shepherd knew, as every shep-
herd knows, that well fed sheep do
much towards feeding the lambs.
Well feed ewes will have strong lahbs,
Starved ewes will have poor scrawney
lambs. A well fed church, fed on the
Bread of Life, the Word of God, will
be strong and will do very much in
helping the pastor care for the con-
verts. U'he pastor who concentrates
his strength, and gives over attention
to the young converts, to the neglect
of the ould members of the church,
makes a mistake, and fails to see the
nost important thing he has to do in
feeding the flock. And then the
deacons and old members should be
careful to show uniform care and love
for these little ones. Co-operation and
timely care will do wonders to prevent
converts backsliding.

3. Give them plenty of work to do.
They are of importance to the church,
and let them see that they are so re-
garded. Activity will produce growth.
As this paper is already long, I will
not even name the kinds of work they
may do, but just say, keep them full of
the spirit of work and they will be
ready for cvery good work and will do
much for their church honor.

G. A. HarTLEY.

THE LAW OF CHRISTIAN LIFE.

If one thing more than another is
taught by the Divine Master concern-
ing Chistian life, it is this : ** That its
true law is not spiritual enjoyment but
usefulness.” As illustrated in the
restored Gadarene (Liuke viii.), had our
Lord regarded his mere comfort he
would have granted his request and
taken him with Him into Galilee. But
He sends him away to be a blessing to
his countrymen.

It is so with the Christian. If the
end of his conversion were his own
spiritual enjoyment, then the great
change of regeneration would instantly
be followed by his translation to Par-
dise. But this is not the grand end,
and therefore he is not translated. If
we could separate in our thoughts
things that belong philosophically to-
gether, and are therefore inseparable,
we might declare that a man is not
converted that he may be happy, but
rather that he may be useful. **‘ That
others may see his good works and

glorify his Father which is in heaven.”
There is nothing falser than that
low, narrow, selfish idea of conversion,
which regards it only as the condition
whereby a man escapes from hell and
aets into heaven.
make a man good, it is goodness out
of harmony with all other good thin_s.
God’s great law of goodness is not ab-
sorption but diffusion. All God's
glorious things, from a tlower of the
field to a star in the firmament are not
receptacles, but fountains.
angels are called ‘‘ Ministering ser-
vants.” Of one thing we are certain,
that every converted soul is designed
by Jehovah to be ‘‘ the light of the
world.” And its use, like other light,
i8 not to keep itself safe and warm
under a bushel, but to bura ‘itself out
on a candlestick, that it may give light
to all that are in the house. How
fearful the exclamation of our Lord ia
regard to all selfish and inefficient
piéfy ! “ If the light that is in thee
be darkness, how great is that dark-
ness.” There 1s no image more ter-
rib'e than this—an eclipsed luminary !
A star in the night, or a sun at noon-
day, ceasing suddenly to shine ! Nay,
an orb that shculd be radiating light,
absolutely radiating darkness !

Oh, careless and inactive and slum-
bering professor of religion, regarding
your Christian hope as a fragment of
the mortal wreek whereon you are to
be floated to glory, and not a bouyant
life-boat, with which you are to save
your fellow-castaways from the razing
water. I would this truth could more
fittingly be brought home to your mind

If such conversions

(}()d.s

and heart : “‘ Ye are the light of the
world I  And a light is kindled to

shine. So true it is that the law of all
holy life is usefulness.
C. F.
N
PROGRESS IN FIJI.

PENNEY.

The Sydney Herald prints the follow-
ing from its correspondent in Fiji :

The world has heard of such a meta-
morphosis as that of the idol car of
Juggernaut in India being used as
part of the woodwork of a printing
press for publishing the Scriptures.
Just such another interesting conver-
sion has taken place at Ban. There is
a monolith in that antique Fijian city
which has a history grizzly as that of
“ Moloch, horrid King.” It stood in
front of the chief temple Vata i
Tawaki, which, on a high foundation,
towered loftiest above the many tem-
ples of Bau. This stone stood upright
in an inclosed ground, and had a dis-
tinctive name, Vatunimbokola.

To this were dragged the corpses
destined for a cannibal orgie.
were trailed in their gore along the
dusty soil, and dashed by the head
against this stone, thereby being pre-
sented as an offering to the divinities
before being devoured by the lordly
llu\\'
many scores of victims have been pre-
sented at this grim altar no man
knoweth ; they are said to have been
innumerable, and could Vatunimbo-
kola but speak, what a tale it would
unfold.

Well, for at least thirty years this
stone has had no stain of human
blood upon it ; the pure breath of the
trade wind has blown upon it, and
the rains of heaven have washed it
for many a long year ; hurricanes have
swept around it in furious whirlwinds,
and the blazing sunshine of Fiji has
bathed it in light and laved it with
heat, and so the ministering agencies
of nature have purified it. And now
it has been converted into a chrislen-
ing font.

By the consent and with the co-
operation of the chief, this weird relic
of the past has been uproofed from
the spot which it had occupied from
the misty past, and was borre into the
great Ban Church and set up there.
Here a cavity was hollowed out in it
by tho unpracticed hands of the oldes:
missionary, and of the latest recruit,
which have used the stone-mason's

hisel upon the hard stone with such
efiect, if with little scienca, that it is
now an admirable font, but with such
associations as few church fonts possess.

Herefrom the crystal drops of Chris-
tian baptism were sprinkled for the
first time the other Sunday upon a
native child and upon a English in-
fant, the baby daughter of Rev. W, W,
Lindsay. Some curiosity hnnters have
already complained of the removal of
this heathen monument, as their oc-
enupation is restricted, and the further
carrying away of the stone in pieces is
prevented ; but the history of this
fragment of the past, in contrast with

'i‘!I{'Sl‘,

chief and fierce warriors of Bau.

its present position and new uses, |

throws a light on what mission work
has done in Fiji.

FAITH CURES.

In one of his recent lectures Dr. A,
A. Hodge, after showing the nature
and efficacy of prayer, dealt with the
subject of *‘ Faith Cure”
He shows, what all freely admit, that
we ought to pray for the maintenance
of bodily heaith just as we pray for
any other temporal blessing. If we
pray aright the true prayer of faith,
with perfect submission to the will of
God, our prayer will be auswered in
the way that God sees is best for us.
No sensible Christian will use means
without God’s
them ; and none will pray without at

so called.

asking blessing on

the same time using such means as are
available. The Faith Cure people
teach that all sickness is the immediate
result of some particular sin or sinful-
ness of some persons directly or indi-
rectly concerned. Of course if there
were no sin there would be no sickneas ;
but on the other hand we know that in
the case of Christians, sickuess is a
kindly discipline, not a punishment of
sin. It is a proof of God’s love to us,
““ Whom the Lord
loveth He chasteneth and scourgeth
every son whom He receiveth. It is
Satan, the accuser of the brethren, who
says that sickness is proof of individual
sin. Some of the holiest saiats have
been the greatest suffcrers and for the
longest time. Dr. Hodge says, em-
phatically,—‘‘ I would infinitely rather
suffer the worst sickness my Heavenly
Father sends than be cured at once by
the help of those who regard sickness
as a proof of want of faith or as evi-
dence of God’s displeasure.” The

faith demanded by the ** Faith Cure "
people is an unconditicnal confidence.
They do not say *“ Not as I will but as
Thou wilt.” 'I'ney say that if the dis-
ease s not removed it is a proof that
the sick man lacked faith. They err
.in declining to use the means to secure
health. God preseribes to ue in all
our concerns the wuse of wmeans. A
miracle is wrought without means ;
God's answers to our prayers are His
blessing the mens we use. The re-
ported ** Faith Curcs”’ are as much us
possible like the mediweval ‘¢ miracles ”
of the Roman Catholic church—mira-
cles which are rejected by all sober
minded critics, The Faith Cure peo-
ple say truly that Christ ‘‘ bore our
sicknesses ;”’ but, we answer that 1n
like manner Christ died for us., If
bearing sickness for us shonld preveut
our bzing sick, His dymzs for us
should save us from temporal death.
The mirac'es of healing in the primi-
tive church were appropriate to the
time aod they ceased when no longer
needed as evidence of the divine auth-
ority and mission of Christ. As to the
testimony of cases healed, it is just as
valnable, no more, no less, as the tes-
timonials attached to gquack medicines
—perfectly sincere for the most part
but still really worthless. The ** Faith
Cure "’ business is founded on false
principles, aud it leads to dangerous
1ssues. — Pres. Witne:s.

not of His anger.

- - AE
THE PITH OF " PERFECTION.”

What avai's preaching on entire sanc-
tification if we are petty, peevish,
touchy and testy ! It will only give
others to think, if they dare not say,
that we had better practice what we
preach. What avails glowing and
gushing professions if we are selfish,
self-conceited, self-
righteous, Such
professions ouly make the hearers won-

gelf-complacent,
and self-seckingz !

der into what self-deception we have
fallen, or to think, or to say that, if
that is entire sanctification, they don’t
want it. What avails our running to
meetings far and ne:r for the promo-
tion of *‘ full salvation,” if the more
we see and hear the more we are given
to evil-thinking, evil-surmising,

judging, and evil-speaking ! Our ap-

=~ o

evil-

pearance in public only attracts atten-
tion to ourspirit and words, which will
weigh more against the doctrine we
preach, the experience we profess, and
the movement we ave striving to push
forward, than all we can do in its
favor. What avaiis our prominence in
holiness meetings if our home lives, our
business practices, our improvident
idleness, or our church relations are
anything but satisfactory ? Will not
people wonder what entire sanctifica-
tion has done for us! And will they not
signiticantly inquire if it willdo no more
for them ? Of what avail to edit and
publish a paper advocating entire
sanctification if our pages do not over-
flow with saintly sweetness, if our
fidelity is not fraternal, if we are not
careful to know that a matter is ex-
actly true (just as we put it) before we
give it to the world, if our Christianity
is only Churchianity, or if catholicity
1s only catelessness, and our hberality
only loosencss ! Will not oar readers

; say that we are rejoicing in iniquity
rather thaain the wiuth, and that we
| are putting permanently into type our
t own photographic unlikeness 1o our

prineiples !-—The Christian Standard,

Among Our Exchanges.
Pay vr.

Let the people pay their debts ané
put out their money. Have the lictle
jobs of repairing done about hons
and store. Buy a new overcoat ox
cloak. Look cheerful. Donot be ex

travagant, but stop pinching.— res
Witness,

WEIGHED.

Homan decisions may not be just
but God’s decisions are infallibly true.
He weighs us in just balances. N
cne can escape those balances. The
weights are found in the command
ments of His Word, and we must be
weighed by them.— Independent.

‘¢ CLEAR Ovr.”

A converted Chinese, when iy
America on a visit, was deeply im
pressed with the little difference he
saw between the style of living of many
professing Christians and the people
of the world. Adverting to the mat
ter, he said, making at the same time
a sweep with his arm, ‘* When the
disciples of my country come out fron
this world, they come clear out.”—Ex

How axp Wnazt !

When the builder of his fortunc
stands before (iod there will be tws
questions asked: 1. How did yox
niake that money ! 2, What did you
do with it ! These are tremnendous
questions, but let all remember that
they will be asked of the possessor of
thousands as well as the possessor of
millions. — Presbyterian.

Dox’t Warr.

When your pastor calls, do not wai
for him to ask whether he may pray
12 your home. Suggest it to him
and then ask the children in and any
others who may be within call. 1f it
13 convenient to 8o so. ask the servants
also, and let the pastor’s visit e made
as effectively religious as possible.
Western Advocate,

PARALYZED,

Some revivals are almost paralyzed
bezause two church members who have
differed vigorously, and to the know-
ledge of the public, now persist i1
their antagonism. What shall we say
of the love of the church which s not
strong enough to melt and reconcile

the stubborn alleged disciples .f the

lowly Jesus ! —N. W. Advan
Warch ror Tuew,

It is easy, uander some public excite-
ment, to take part in a movement, te
play the refermer, to join thsa general
hurrah in favor of something good or
in opposition to something bud, but
these, havinz their claims, present
only a part, and usually a small part,
of the responsibility. There are quiet
duties waiting us, low doors standing
open, and these, which it may tuke
close scrutiny to see, we are not to re-
fuse, but rather to seck and make the
most of, And it is surprisiiy how
they will increase for us as we learn
how to watch for them.— Uniied Pres
byterian.

Pray ror THEM.

If our churches would remenber t
pray for such, as they pray for their
pastors, God would render this agency
tenfold more powerfal for good. Bat
the opinion seems to be cherished that
an editor, like a clock, 18 wound up
and warranted to run, spiritvally and
financially, without any special care ot
prayer on the part of those to whom
he ministers ! Some who are prompt
to pay their part of the minister’s sal
ary would suffer their editor and pub
lisher to carry burdens that are need
less, cruel and crushing, for the want
of a little thought and prayer in this
l(‘},;d.!'d.“ V{7 /f: ious Herold,

It wire Lave.

The influence of a man’s work out
lives him. Both his good and evi!
deeds bear fruit long after he is countec
with the dead. Take the case of
Abraham for an illustration. Hie
wonderiul faith still lives as an en
couragement to Christian believers

evil to those who seek oxcuses fo
their own offenses. This continuity
of one’s influence on earth- - and whe

dare aflirmm that it will not act ever
lastingly /{—1s a startling fact. Were
it voeal, it would say to each and te
all, ** Put nothing but good deeds int¢
your lives !’ Zion's Herald,

. QPP o

Tue Lost Waircw. My Beecher
pocket was picked of his watch. The
story of his loss was widely cireulated
by the newspapers, aud naturally af
forded material for jonrnalistic wi
without end or bounds, The se juel is
not so generally known, and is quit
as interesting. A day or two after the
loss Mr. Beecher purchas2d a low
priced watch for immediate use. Th
next day the President o7 a well-know:
watch company seut him a watch, with
the compliments of the manufacturer
a few days latcra fricnd surprised A
Beecher with a present of a very haud
some watch of the best make . ther
the city of Boston, by way of recgs
niz'ng the service rendered in the ad
mirable address on Grant, sent on :
watch of beautifnl finish and workmas
ship ; and, finally, the stolen -watcl
itself was returned in exchange for
reward. Mr. Beecher is now anxious

to have something else stolen fron
him,

and his sins will furnish an excuse for
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