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The Pulpit,

THE GRACE OF GIVING,

BY REV, J. H. HARTMAN,

I pity the man who shrinks from
that part of the gospel whicli deals
with his purse, for he who has not
yielded his purse to the Lord has
not given his heart, To be a Chris-
tian one must do more than exercise
faith or cherish a hope; he must
practice benevolence. * Trust in
the Lord and do good ” is an injunc-
tion that has in wind the interests
of others as well as one's own. It
18 the prerogative of every believer
to engage in all beneficiary enter-
priscs  affecting the te mporal and
spiritual welfare of man. True re-
ligion fits the soul not only for
heaven, but for greatest usefulness
on earth. The church of Christ is
organized for terrestrial as well as
celestial good, which she is in-
atructed to engage in systematically,
energetically, for the glory of her
great Head,

“ Now concerning the collection
of the saints,” says the apostle, ‘* as
[ have given order for the churches
at Galatia, even 8o do ye. Upon
the first day of the week let every
one of you lay by him in store, as
God hath prospered him.” In this
mjunction of the apostle to tke
church at Corinth to contribute of
her means to the church at Jerusa-
Jlem, we have given us the primitive
plan for gathering benevolent funds.

Chistian beneficence, if we under
stand the text, while it ministers to
its own needs, reaches out also be-
yond all natural limitations of family,
of neighborhood, country or nation-
ality, and is governed by the calls
of the common brotherhood of man.
In ivs benevolence Christianity is as
broad as the love of Christ, which,
breaking down all race distinctions
and barriers, all prejudices and caste,
8 commensurate with the human
t:IYHi:‘\'; tuking in the Jews, the
ientiles, the Barbarian and Greek,
For here we have an example of the
(rentile Christian of Greece system-
atically contributing to supply the
destitute laborers at Jerusalem.
Here at the Corinthian church was
thus inaugurated a system of bene-
volence which was not ouly to bene-
fit brethren in a distant city, but
also the contributors themselves in
developing the grace of giving.

We ewphasize the thought that
the work was systematically done,
and followed up as attentively and
conscientiously as any other Chris-
tian daty. The time for its per-
formance was fixed on the first day
of the week ; the day commemorat-

ing ewr Lord’s resurrection ; the day
of the church’s greatest joy ; a day

shur which none was wore fitting
dor the exercise of grateful charity.
It was observed as a part of the
Sabbath worship, as a constant dis-
eipline in unselfish devotion to
ethers and a reminder of God’s
greater sacrifice for us in the gift of
his Son., The direction is that every
one should engage in it. The work
eould not be done by proxy any
more than any other personal duty
eould be. As one cannot eat for
another or have his praying done by
another, so eannot one sacrifice for
another. Each must eat, pray and
give tor hiwself. They were to give
as God had prospered them, A
sanctified judgment was here allowed
Gberty, but the use made of this
liberty was the mensure of the be-
hever’s joy aud the sense of his obli-
gation to God.  The responsibility
of the amount to ve given was with
€20d, but the proportion was with
the believer,

Regarding the duty as obligatory,
whut shall be the amount—a hun-
dredth, a fiftieth, or a tenth? A
*enth is the Lord’s due. A teath
et 1t be. It is the testimony of
scores of godly men who through
ieir lives have devoted that portion
of their income to benevolence, that
they have been wore than rewarded
for the sacrifice made., A tenth is
our due, nine-tenths given leaves a
senth unpaid which we owe to God.
Only what we give, in addition to
our dues, arises to the dignity of a
dree-will offering.

I'liw excellence of this systen of
gathering benevolent funds is seen
s 1ts voluntariness and freedom
from parade. ‘ Let every one of
you lay by him in store.” In the
privacy of his own Lome let each
ealculate, not the proportion, for that
&od has designated, but the amount,
and bring it into the sanctuary as a
part of the homage he pays bis
heavenly Father. “ Every man,
according as he proposeth in hisown
beart, so let him give not grudg-
mgly ” a due portion of what God
Bas given him, Let bim give not
spasmodically or under favorable
moods only, but systematically,
eheerfully and from a principle of
anvarying fidelity to Christ,

The text is urged on the broad
prineiple that under the Christian
dispensation all we have and are
belongs to Christ.  That our pos-
sessions we hold asstewards and the
fival title rests not in us, but in
Almighty God. He dees not ask
for a return of the prineiple each
year, but for a portion of our gains,

each week, and promises temporal
and spiritual blessings as the reward
of its payment,

Come we now to consider some of
these rewards. How many godly
men have testified to the truth of
the words, “ It is more blessed to
give than receive ” When God ar-
ranged the great chain of events he
decreed thav blessings should follow
every act of benevolence. They
follow as inevitably as effect follows
cause. They may not always be
immediate, they way not at first be
perceptible. But they are inevit-
able.  If we could always know the
harm we unconsciously escape, aud
the good we receive by systematic
giving we should better realize the
blessedness of this means of grace,

Is sacrifice not of the essence of
our holy religion? Was not its
Author a sacrifice. Are we not re-
deemed by a sacrifice, and must we
not ourselves sacrifice to obtain the
richer joys of him who gave himself
for us? Why should we not give,
since Christ himself is a gift, and
faith, and the Cowmforter, and eternal
lite—all the free gift of God to un
deserving beneficiaries? And is a
tenth returned to the great Giver
not an unmentionable portion for
his undivided gift tous? And what
part can he have of the spirit of
sacrifice  who withholds from the
rightful owner the portion he claims
each week ?

Now I think it is safe to say that
our interest in religion is always
measured by the sacrifices we make
to extend the kingdom, and that
interest also measures our joy and
usefulness as Christians. It we love
a cause we will sacrifice for it, if we
sacrifice for a cause we will learn to
love it.  If you have little interest
in religion, giving in the name of
Christ will increase it. It your
interest 1s great, giving will enlarge
It yet more. As it is impossible to
sacrifice much for an object without
becoming much interested in it, so
also 18 1t impossible to be much
interested in our Lord without giv-
ing to him of the substance of our
toil.  The principle is applicable to
any of the great benevolent institu-
tions of our denomination,

There is also a benefit in the fre-
quency of giving, as directed by the
Apostle, *“ Upon the first day of tiie
week.,”  Bring into the sanctuary
every Lord’s day what you mean to
give to him. There can be no doubt,
that this was the primitive method
of gathering funds for the mainten-
ance of the gospel and must there-
fore bave convincing force with all
who recognize the authority of apos-
tohe order and practice. Our church
polity, our ordinances, their order,
our doctrines, their interpretation,
our practices, are professedly primi-
tive and apostolic; why shall not
our benevolence be ! We give the
more earnest heed to whatever has
the ring of apostolic order. The
more scrupulcusly we heed that
order, the closer we come to the
great Head of the church himself,
And surely what is the duty of one,
18 the duty of all.

“ Only a poor little penny,

It was all she had to give,

But as pennies make the guineas,
It may help some cause to live,

““God loveth a cheerful giver,

Though the gift be poor and small 3

What can he think of his children

Who never give at all ?”

A brother who had given hLis
thousands said, *“ I enjoy the privi-
lege of giving every Sabbath and of
making it a part of my worship.”
Too many have neglected this grace
and have saffered by it, and the
great societies have suffered and are
forced to retrenchment. Grace im-
l»]‘u\('(l 18 grace ]{"l)t. Girace neg-
lected is grace lost, and tha is re-
trenchment, Stacding upon the
promises of GGod, who holds the bal-
avnce of power in all force. we can
assuredly say that our spiritual in-
terests will be advanced and our
temporal will not suffer by return-
ing heartily to neglected benevol-
ence, Give constantly and thought-
fully and you will be habitually
reminded of God's greater gift to
you. Give little and give often and
vou will give best and most. 1t is
the oft-repeated shower, not the
flood, that brings the richer harvest ;
little medicine, taken often and at
regular intervals, that restores
health ; small acts of kindness often
done that wins the heart at last.
So by little acts of benevolence often
repeated, regularly, unremittingly
the most heartless selfishness, and
closest penuriousness, is broken up
to receive more largely of his spirit
who gave himself. Let giving be-
come a habit, for habit forms char-
acter, and character works out
destiny.

There is a legend to the following
effect : Three maidens anxiously dis-
puted as te which had the most
beautiful hand. One sat by the
stream, and dipping her band in the
water held it up. Another picked
berries till her fingers were pink ;
another gathered violets until her
hands were fragrant. An old de-
crepit woman passing by asked,
“ Who will give me a gift, for I am
poor ¥’ The three maidens denied
her. Another who sat near, un-
adorned with flowers, unstained
with fruit, unwashed in the stream,

gave her gift. Then the decrepit
woman spoke to the maidens, “'What
is the controversy ¥’ They told her,
lifting up their beautiful hands be-
fore her. But when they asked her
which is the most beautiful hand,

she replied, * Not the hand that is |
washed in the brook, not the hand |
that is stained with fruit, not the |

hand that is garlanded with fragrant
flowers, but the hand that hath
given ; that is the most beautiful
band.” As she said these words,
her wrinkles fled, her staff was

thrown away, and her voice became |

@clian, and she stood before them

an angel from heaven, with the wis- |

dom and authority to decide the
question.—Standard.
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ETHEL'S CONFESSION.,

“If I could only be sure that I
am a Christian !” sighed Ethe!
Morris.

Poor Etkel! Had she opened

self, and let the weight rest heav;
upon her,

She had been led to expect some
sudden and wonderful change, and |
thought she must be able to point |
out the very day and hour of her
conversion,

One day in midwinter the new
minister came to call. It so hap
pened there was no one at howe |
with Ethel except one of the boys, |
who disappeared wher he saw whu‘
it was. So Ethel was left to enter
tain the minister, or rather he enter
tained her, for be was one of those
genial, whole-souled men who win
touls for the Master wherever they |
are.

She did not know how it was
done, but it was not long before he
bad drawn from her an account of
her trouble,.

“ My child,” he said, “ your fea:
is that you are not a Christian—that
you are not converted. Let us talk
over it a little, Paul was changed
from persecuting the Lord to serv-
ing. You never hated hiwm 1"

“ No,” said Ethel,

“ But perhaps several years ago

say five-—you were indifferent to
him ?”

“Yes,” answered Ethel, wonder- &
ing a little what all this would
lead to.

*“ Did you love to read religious
oooks five years ago 1"

Ethel shook her head.

“ Do you now 1”

ok |

“ Did you put other people’s hap- |
piness before your own, five years |
ago 1’

“No,” answered Ethel, a flash of
surprise in her eyes that he could
know so well.

“ Do you now 1"

“I1 try to.”

“ Did you love to pray five years
ago 1"’

“ No"

“ Do you now 1"

“Yes,” and the girl’s tone was
unmistakable,

“Did you accept God as your
Father, and Jesus Christ as your
Saviour, to love and serve, all your
life, five years ago 1"

“ Neo.”

“Do you now ¥'—very tenderly
and earnestly spoken.

Ethel’s tears broke forth.

“Oh, I hope and trust so!” she
said,

‘““And all these changes have
taken place within the last tive
years 1"

&l © Ry

The minister took her band in
his. “ My child,” he said, “you
bave made the change as truly as
did Paul. From going one way you
have turned to the opposite. What
greater change could there be?!
Surely what the Lord has accepted,
his disciples need not refuse. In his

name, I ask you to come and be one
» »
of us.

B * * * *

When communion day came
again, Kthel ate at + « table of her
Lord ; nothing do . uting, nothing
fearing, but fully tiusting that he
who gave Himself for us, will also
treely give us all things.— Baptist
Weekly.
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SIN'S PENALTY,

If by a single blow the law of
gravitation could be perverted, de-
ranging the harmoay of the physical
universe, and causing worlds and
systems of worlds to dash together
in wild confusion, would not that
blow thus given, and thus operating,
be a very serious matter? What
the principle of gravitation is to the
natural world, that the law of God
is to the moral world, binding all
moral creatures in harmony with
one another and all to the throne of
God. All the requirements of the
law are summed up in one word,
and that word is love. It is against
love that sin wars, and therefore
against the well-being and happiness
of all the creatures that God has
made,

Now, unless sin be removed,
man’s unbappiness, which lics in his
separation tProm God, will forever
continue, “ The wagee of sin is

death.” “ The soul that sinneth, it
shall die.” ¢ Indignation and wrath,
tribulation and anguish upon every
soul of man that doeth evil.”
““Cursed is every one that con-
tinueth not in all things which are
written in the book of the law to do
them.” Every sin, according to the
Scriptures, deserves the wrath and
curse of God, both in this life and
in that which is to come; or, in
other words, everlasting perdition is
the penalty of God’s violated law.
What an awful penalty !

But some ohject to the possibility
of such a penalty being inflicted on
the ground of its severity. It is
asked, “ SBhall one sin consign the
soul to the penalty of eternal death ?”
Certainly, from the very nature of

'sin.  The penalty can be diverted

only by a restoration of the divine
image. “ For the wrath of God is
revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of
men, who hold the truth in unrighte-

: i1t | Ousness ; because that which may be
her mind to some one, she might |

hbave been ; but it was her timid, |

sensitive nature to keep all to he? |
’” I ' When a man burns down the house

known of God is manifest in them -

)

for God hath showed it unto them.”

of his neighbor, he is arrested and
convicted for the crime of arson.

| But the person couvicted for burn-

ing down one house, is as certainly

 exposed to the penalty as if he hLad

burved down a thousand.  If this
principle is correct in human law
why not also in the divine? St
James says : “ He that offendeth in
one point is guilty of all.” If one
link is broken the whole chain falls
to the ground. So with man’s
chain of righteousnes ; it has been
broken by sin.  “There is none
righteous, no, not one.”

Another objects that * there is
no proportion between the time
occupied in the commission of sin,
and the duration of the punishment.”
Is there any reference made to the

| time occupied in the commission of
| an offence against civil law ?

When
a man draws a pistol on another,
and kills him in a second of time,
he is arrested and tried for wilful
murder, Suppose, however, his
lawyer should plead for the acquittal
of the murderer on the ground that
it took only a second of time to kill
him.  What judge or jury on that

' ground would have a right to acquit
' the man ?

Haman law lays no
stress on the time occupied in its
violation ; the simple question is,
touching the fact of the violation,
When the fact is established, the
law demands that the penaity should
tollow. If this principle is correct
in human law, why is it not also in
the divine? The human is based
on the divine. If, moreover, the
violation of the human law demands
the life of the transgressor, why
should not the violation of the
divine law demand the forfeiture
of the soul I—Rev. P. Bergstresser,
D. D., in Lutheran Quarterly.
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DON'T,

Don’t forget to pray often for
your pastor.

Don’t think that a word of com-
mendation and a hearty “ God
bless you,” will make your pastor
vain,

Don’t scatter all of your roses
during the first month of the pastor-
ate, and don't keep them all until
the pastor dies or resigns,

Don’t forget that your pastor has
been chosen by you, under divine
guidance, to be your church leader :
and that as pastor he should know
the condition of each department of
the work.

Dor’t carry to your pastor per-
sonal difficulties which you ought to
settle among yourselves ; and don’t
burden him with questions which
God only can answer,

Don’t forget that your pastor is a
man-—a real flesh and blood man—
with feelings as tender and rights as
sacred as the rest of humanity,

Don’t tire your pastor by telling
him the faults of his predecessors,
and in the words ef a good Scotch
divine, “ Don't sweetea your pas-
tor's tea with praises of his prede-
cessors,”

Don't reply to every suggestion
your pastor wmay make, “It has been
our custom to do it differently.”

Doun’t say too frequently,  When
I was at Perfection street church
we used to do it in that way.”

Don’t make other engagements
thoughtlessly for prayer-meeting
evenings.

Don't forsake your church prayer-
meetings ; and don’t sit in the back
seat and look solemn, and then go
out and say, “ What a dull meeting
we had !”

Don't leave your own service
Sunday morning to attend some
other church, and in the evening
tell about what a * beautiful ser-
vice” you had,

Don’t be offended if, after you
have “ talked in meeting” fifteen
minutes, the pastor suggests, “ Let
us all try to be brief 1"

Don't think your pastor omnis-
cient ; and if you should chance to
be sick for 48 hours without his
calling upon you, don’t scold.

Don’t remain érom church for

several weeks, and when you:
tor calls to see you, say, « Vg;;

what a stranger you are ! I thought
yon had forgotten me !”

Don’t overlook your promises to
cheerfully furnish your pastor finan-
cial support ; and don’t forget that
he expects of you prompt and hearty
fulfillment.

Don’t forget that you have per-
sonal duties to your pastor and the
church which no other can perform.

Don’t expect vour pastor’s wife
to be a church and. Sunday-school
missionary, except you engage her
for that purpose.—Zion's Advocate.
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SOMETHING I WITNESSED.

I was out Gospel-ranging, and
was quattered for the night with a
beother who had five children ; four
were at home with him and one had
gone to be with the Lord. The
bright rays of the early sun, as they
poured between the pot-plants and
into the warm sitting room on that
winter week-day morning, were no
more cheery than the six faces which
greeted me when I sat down with
the family for its morning meal.
Nor was the meal itself, althongh
it seemed to be absolutely perfect in
its quality, preparation, and ap-
pointments, more simple, savory,
and substantial than the dish of
family worship which followed it.
I noticed that those children were
not compelled to worship God on an
empty stomach, as are some poor
unfortunates. Right joyously they
trooped into the front room and
took their places for the daily family
worship.  First came the reading of
the Scriptures which was inter-
spersed with bright and earnest
questions and with reverent r>-
marks.  The portion mead struck
me as  wonderfully vivid and
real. Then came a commandment
from this one, and a beatitude from
that, with some sweet little applica-
tion to the family life of the day
before. Then followed two or three
tlll"blii)lxs frem thie (.bet:chin:n, aud i
saw that in the avswering the virtue
of accuracy was encouraged. Next
we prayed, and after a short and
simple prayer by the leader the
older ones added each their special
petitions, when all repeated the
Lord’s Prayer in unison. Then there
was sung one of the standard hymns
of the Church. Any thing more?
Yes, while the baby lay in the

mother’s lap, the rest rose, and after

Joining hands so as to make a com-
plete circle, in which the stranger
also was invited to a place, the dox-
ology was sung. When the third
line was reached and they sang,
“ Praise God above, ye heavenly
host,” I noticed that they all glanced
toward the mantel-piece, and on.it 1
saw the photograph of a little boy
who bore the family likeness, but
was not present. There was method
in that family worship. But it
took time, a good deal of time, full
twenty minutes. Did it? Well,
what is time for +— A4 dvocate.

e
BY DEGREES,

John Newton says Satan seldom
comes to Christians with great temp-
tations, or with a great temptation,
or with a temptation to commit a
great sin. You bring a green log
and a candle together, and they are
very safe neighbors; but bring a
few shavings and set them alight,
and then bring a few small sticks
and let them take fire, and the log
be in the midst of them, and you
will soon get rid of your log. And
80 it is with little sins. You will
be startled with the idea of commit-
ting a great sin, and so the devil
brings you a little temptation, and
leaves you to indulge yourself.
“ There is no harm in this,” “no
great peril in that ;” and so by these
little chips we are first easily lighted
up and at last the great log is burned.
Watch and pray, that ye enter not
into temptation,

-
A VOLUME OF PHILOSOPHY,

A passenger said to the pilot of
a steamboat: “ You have been a
long time, I suppose, at this busi-
ness 1’

““ Yes,” answered the pilot, * up-
wards of twenty years.”

“ You know, then,” pursued the
passenger, ‘ every rock and shoal.”

“ Not by a long way,” was the
answer, “but I know where the
deep water is,”

Be sure you sail in she deep
waters, and you will keep clear of
many a rock and shoal.

e

Learn to entwine with your
prayers the small cares, the trifling
sorrows, the little wanta of daily
life. Whatever affects you—be it
changed look, an altered tone, an
unkind word, a wrong, a wound, a
dewand you can not meet, a change
you can not notice, a 8orrow you can
not disclose—turn it into prayer,
and send it up to God. Disclosures
you may not make to man you can
make to the Lord. Man may be
too little for your great matters §
God is not too great for your small
ones. Only give yourself to prayer
—whatever be the occasion that
calls for it,

LEMONT'S
Variety Store.

(Established 1844,)

Boys and Girls supplied with all
kinds of Knicknacks.

Sleds and Sleighs ; Moccasins and Snow-
shoes, Blackboards, Cars, Blocks, Gun-
boats, Dolls, Chairs, Towers and Cottages,
Zitherns, Telephones, Wooden Guns,
Students’ Book-racks, Frisky Cows, Com.
bination Desks,

A NEW LINE OF

Velvet, Brussels and Tapestry
Folding Chairs.

A Beautiful Collection of
COLORED GLASSWARE,

Large variety of

Single Cups and Saucers and
Y Ml?stache Cups.

DOLLS ! DOLLS ! In large numbers,
INDIAN CURIOSITIES, (Latest).
Our stock of Silver-Plated Ware is well
assorted and consists of the usual kinds—
CASTERS, 4, 5, 6 Bottles, large variety
Cake Baskets,
Pickle Bottles,
Butter Dishes,
Card Receivers,
Tea Setts, (Plated),
Plated Knives
and Forks,
Spoons, ete,
The Perfection Iron Granite
Teaand Coffee Pots ; Fancy
Au‘strmn, German, French and
English Glassware & China.

We have two upholsterers making up
PARLOR SUITES,
LOUNGES,
EASY CHAIRS,
SOFAS,

PATENT ROCKERS, &c.

Buy a nice Parler Suite, or a beautifully
finished Bedroom Set,

EASY CHAIRS
Furniture of all Kinds

and qualities in large Warerooms,

Feathers, Matresses and Spring Beds.
Woven-wire Matresses, Davenports and
Book-cases, Lamps, Chandeliers, Hall and
Side Lamps, Knives and Forks, (different
handles), Lunking-(}lasses, (Low and High
priced), White Stone and Colored Dinner,

Jreakfast and Tea Sets,
And T'housands of Crockeryware sold by
the piece or dozen,

A magnificent stock of goods at very low
prices. Don’t forget, at

Lemont & Sons,

ESTABLISHED 1844,

Dr. John M. Howe's Inhaling Tube.

To be carried in the Pocket, for breath-
ing Pure Air. Used as a remedy for dis-
eases of the Throat, Lungs and Digestive
Organs, expands the Chest and Lungs
from two to six inches in a few months
use. Has been sold thirty years. Very
best of testimonials, Price at store, $2.25;
by mail to any address in Canada, $2.50,

LEMONT & SONS,

Agents for Dominion of Canada,
_I)ec. 1, 1885 :
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NEW GOODS!
WM. JENNINGS,

Merchant Tailor,

Is now receiving a large selection of

English and Scotch Suitings,

In Checks and Plaids.
Irish Tweeds and Cheviots,

Also, a Cheice Selection of

COATINGS,

In Plain and Fancy Colours.
WM. JENNINGS,
Cor. Queen St. & Wilmot’s Alley,
Lol b g ___Frevroron, N. B.
COMMENCING TO ARRIVE
L

Thos. W.Smith’s

FASHIONABLE

Tailoring and Clothing
Establishment,

EDGECOMBE'S BUILDING,

Queen Street, Frederiction, N, B,

ENGLISH,
SCOTCH,
GERMAN
& CANADIAN
TWEEDS,
Of the best quality and newest patterns,

GERMAN WORSTED SUITINGS,
AND FRENCH TROUSERINGS,
Of the latest Designs.

The latest styles of Gents’ Fur Hats and

Gents’ Furnishing Goods in

great variety,

Satisfaction guaranteed. All the latest

Fashion Plates to select styles from.

& Call and examine, Will be pleased
to show our Goods.

T. W. SMITH.

decl4-tf

WatcheS

—AND--

JEWELRY.

WE beg to call the attention of intend-

ing purchasers of Watches and
Jewelry to our Large Stock of New Goods
in that line. It has always heen our aim
to select the newest styles and from the
most reliable makers,

And in addition to above we have a
large stock of

Silver and Silver-Plated Goods,
French & American Clocks,
Spectacles, Gold & Silver
Head Canes, Ete.

Page, Smalley & Ferguson,
43 KING STRET.
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