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NO TIME TO PRAY,

No time to pray !
&, who so fraught with earthly care
A5 not to give to humble prayer
Some part of the day !

No time to pray!
“What heart so clean, so pare within,
“hat needeth not »omwe check from sin

Needs not te pray ?

No time to pmf' !
Mid each day's danger, what retreat
More necdfn{!h)n the mercy-seat ?

Who need not pray ?

No time to pray !
Must care or business’ urgent call,
+30 press us as to take it all,
Euach passing day ?

No time to pray !
‘Then sure your record falleth short
Moxcuse will fail you as resort

On that last day.

What thonght more drear
“han that our God hws face should hide
.Aad say, through all life’s swelling tide,
No time to hear!

Cease not to pray ;
In Jesus, as your all, reiy.
“Would you live happy—happy die ?
Take time to pray.

Ehe Pulpit,
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A CALL TO SEPARATION.

EY REV. ALEXANDER MACLAREN, D.D.

*“Epbraim is joined to his idols, let him
uwlone.—Hosea iv. 17.

These are wery solemn words,
whichever way we take them, but
¢he way in which they are generally
waderstood is distinetly a misunder-
standing. They are not intended as
& threatening of the cessation ot the
divine pleadings with an obstinate
tcansgressor—there are no people
about whom God says they are so
wedded to their sin that it is useless

o try to do anything with them——
and they are not a commandment to
Cod’s servants to fling up in despair
or in impatience the etfort to benefit
obstinate and stift necked evil doers.

They are generally read as if they
were : as if here either the divine
grace was threatening its own with-
drawing, or as if the divine Spirit
was forbidding the prophet to labor
further for the rescue of Ephraim.

fut the context distincily shows us
shat this is not the meaning ; and
sbe book in which they occur is one
kong pleading with this very Eph-
#aim, just bocause he is ‘joined to
2dols.’

Fphraim is another name for the

morthern kingdom of Israel ; orze of

ahe two halves into which the na-
aion was divided.
was the prophet of the northern na-
@ion ; and his whole activity was
devoted precisely not to letting

Ephraim (that is, his conntrymen of

Israel) alone. DBut it is the people
of the other the neighboring king-
dom, that are addressed ; and what
s meant by letting alone is plainly
enough expressed for us in a pre-
wions verse: ‘Though thou, Israel,
play the harlot, let not Judah of-
&#ud.” The sin of the northern king
dom in the calf worskip is held up
a3 & warning to Judah, which is be
souglt and commanded to keep clear
af all complicity therewith, and to
wiold eutangling alliances with
backsliding Israel.” This and this
only is the purpose of our text -a
plea with Judah to stand apart from
ssociation with evil doers. It is in
‘sctan Old Testament parallel to
Paul’s vehement, indignant ques-
wous : ‘What fellowship hath right
:ousness with unrighteousness ? and
#hat communion hath light with
larkness ? and what concord hath
@hrist withBelial ! or what hath he
what believeth with an infidel 7 and
#hut agreement hath the temple of
wod with idols?” Ana the prophet
with his ‘Let him alone’ is saying
abe very same thing as the apostle

with his ‘Come out from among
shem and be ye separate” The
eaching of both as applied to this
day 15--Between God’s church and
2h ntiguous world let there be a
guil , between you, Christian pro

Sessor, and your neighbor who is not

& UChiistian, let there bea great
woad line of demarcation. It is an
@ld, old saying, ‘A man is known
by the company he keeps.” Do you

we to it that by the company you
“eep you are known to belong to
4204,

‘Ephraim is joined to his idols,’
wound and wedded to them in a
mystical union, attached to them so
tlesely that the two, as it were,
wem to get bonded and grown to-
gesher.  As you will sometimes see
s parasite climbing round an el
sxee, having penetrated the bark
with its fibre, and being fed from
e sap, so the world in which you
and I are living, and on which you
and 1 have to work, has become so
meorporated and inter-penetrated
with the evil which it is serving aud
worshipping, that the two are, as it
were, one personality. Ephraim
wnd the idol are fused and melted
together, and the world and its idol
1 & Resed and melted together in the
swome fashion.

So, then, if you are joined to it,
tou are joined to its idols ; and un-
kess you let Ephraim alone you can-
aot but become tainted with the
alolatry which cleaves to him,

Now translate all that into plain
sisaple English, dear Christian
#iends, and it just comes to this.
& is & very bad sign of a Christian

Hosea himself

man when kis chosen companions
are people that have no sympathy
witk him in his religion. Of course,
there are natural ties which we
must not break. Of course, there
is a great deal of neutral ground
which is common to us all. Of course,
therea are obligations of various
kinds whieh compel association with
prople altogether irrespective of the
deep things of their spirits in regard
of religion. Of course, if the man
next me has no share in the love
which lightens my spirit, the first
duty that 1 owe to him is to try to
get him to share the blessedness
which Christ gives me through my
poor faith.

All that bas to be conceded at
once, And sll that being reme¢m-
bered, and influencing our conduct,
| beseech you Christian professors
here, for whose gouls and Christian
characters in some sense and cegree
I am responsible, to ask vourselves
these questions—whether your as-
sociations with avowed.y, or, at all
avents, manifestly, irreligious people
do aot'go a great deal further than
that ; whether some of you do not
on the whole prefer company in
which there is no community of
faith and love with your professed
taith ; whether you do not teel more
at ease and more in sympathy with
the tone of the sociewv in which
there is never a word said about
Jesus Christ and His love than with
that of society in which there is;
whether you do mnot choose your
friends (and your truest friends,
your beoks) from other reasons, and
because ot other sympathies than
the sympathy in the love of Jesus
Christ and His service

I am afraid that a great many of
us will have to plead guilty to that
indictment. And itis a bad sign
of a Christian man when it is so.
Of course there are many things—
such as differences of position, cul-
ture, and temperament which can-
not but modify the association of
Christian people with one another,
and may sometimes make them feel
more near to our Christian associates
who are like themselves in these re-
spects than to Christians who are
not.

Bat, although all that is quite
true, vet between you, if you are a
Christian man, and the brother most
unlike to you in all these particulars,
there is a far deeper sympathy, or
at least there oughu to be, than there
is between you and the irreligious
wan that is wost like yon in thetw
all.  You may have associates with
whom you are mixed upin business,
or in some common object of inter-
est, in study, or politics, or benevo-
lence, or even it may be that you
are kind to them by kindred and
affection. You feel that you are
hound together by very real and
worthy bonds.

You are a Christian, and he is
not. Is not the guif below the mere
surface film of the unity a far deeper
thing than the superticial sympathy;
and should you not—would you not
if your religion was the principal
thing about you —feel uneasy in that
society, and instinctively draw your-
self apart from it? Would you not
rather find that you opened cut, and
were conscious of having a congenial
atmosphere round about you when
you got with good Christian people,
whether they were like you in these
other matters or not !

Now, that is very plain talking,
dear brethren ; it is not preachiog,
but it is simply setting before you a
very ilmportant side of Christian
conduct aud of duty which I have a
very profound and very growing
conviction needs to be drummed
into the ears until it gets to the con-
sciences of all professing Christians
in this day.

For sure I am that if there is one
thing more than another which both
indicates and causes the deadness of
80 mach of our professing Christian-
ity to-day and its consequent failure
A8 an aggressive power, 1t 18 just
this, that Christian people get mixed
up in utterly irreligious association
with irreligious men and women,
and sink their own Christianity ; or
at all events, hide it. And the
other sad thing is that so many
Cbristians, so-called, bhave so little
Christianity that they never feel
that they are out of their element
in such associations. Alas! one has
to tear that really there are more
truly in it, in such company than
with earnestly religions people.
Brethren, these things ought not so
to he ; and would not be so if our
faith was as strong and as all-per-
suasive and blended with all our
lite as it ought to be.

We cannot be too intimately as-
sociated with irreligious people, if
only we take our religion with us;
and if we have any religion worth
calling so, we shall not be able to
help taking it with us wherever we
gO.

I am urging no cowardly abstin-
ence from duty, no unwise or un-
kindly shrinking from friendly and
cordial association with men. The
Master earned the title of the Friend
of publicans and sinners, and the
servants must follow His example
and win confidence and affection
fron the degraded, and be familiar
with the worldly men if they are to

do His work. You may go as often
as you like to be guest of such peo-
ple, if you will behave at their table
as He did, or if you will carry His
gpirit with you,

That separate existence of the
Jewish people since their dispersion,
which, in one aspect, is one of the
standing proofs of revelation, is, in
another aspect, a lesson for Chris-
tians in respect to this matter of
separation even in the act of associa-
tion. They mix in the occupation
of common life, they are largely
amalgamated with the nations
among whom they live, and yet ag
absolutely distant as oil fiom water
on which it floats.

So, bating the antagonism, and
uddiog the effort to leaven the
world which is so conspicuously ab-
sent from the petrified modern
Judaism, should the church be in
the world ; wixing in all outward
affairs, and exercising a Christian-
izing influence on all with whom its
members come in contac’; but yet,
by manifest diversity of sympathies
and desires and affections, keeping
itself absolutely distinct from the
world with which it is to blend, as
the leaven that is to leaven the
mass, not as the dough which is to
be leavened by it. It would be a
day of true revival of Christianity
if that could be said in truth of us
professing Christizns which Naaman
said in malice of the Jews, There
is a certain people scattered abroad
among the people, and their laws
are diverse from all people.

"In the measure, dear brethren, in
which we walk in this world, separ-
ate from it because we are joined to
Christ, in that measare will our
faith be strong and shall we be doing
our Master’s will. ‘ Ephraim is
joined to idols.” Do you want to
be united with the idols? If wot,
“let him alone;” for if you are
joined to him you are joined to
them ; and when they and their
worshippers together are annihilated
before the brightness of his coming,
if you are of them you will be an-
nihilated too.

You remember that solemn story
in the history of Isruel in the wilder-
ness, about the rebellious priests for
whom the earth opened up to swal-
low them up? Do you remember
the picture of Korah standing at
bis tent door with his wife and
child round about him, and all the
congregation of Israel drawing
themselves off trom the doomed
group, and leaving them standing
there 1isolated, alone with their
Judge, and the earth opening and
swallowing them up? If anyboay
from out ot the congregation hud so
far sympathized with the rebels as
to have planted himself at their side,
then the earth would have swallow-
ed him too.

“He is joined to his idols, let
him alone.” Be ye joined to your
Master. ¢ He that is joined to the
Lord is one spirit.” And becaus:
vou have the Spirit in you and in
the measure in which you have his
Spirit, you will be as he was, “ sep-
arate from sinners.”

The primitive and fundamental
meaning of “ holy ” is *“ set apart.”
You Christian people are set apart
for the Master’s use. “ Wherefore
come out from among them aund be
ye sepaiate.” Let it be every man
in his own order, and every man to
his own company ; and let Christ’s
people, and you amongst them, live
near Christ, and far away from those
who love him not, nor know the
sweetness of his love, and the free-
dom of his service, lest, learning
their ways, you get a snare unto
your souls. Come out of her, my
people, that ye be not partakers of
her sins, and that ye receive not of
her plagues.—C/hristian Common-
wealth. ,
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ONVERSIONS, | -

We were rcading a few days ago
of a pastor who is now in his
seventy-first year, under whose
preaching, it is said, conversions are
of constant occarrence. *‘ They are
expected, and prayers are cfi-red
and efforts are put forth, in th- ex.
pectation that just such fruit will Le
gathered.” This exercise of ftaith
and hope is what is needed to-day
by many a church and pastor. It
is, we believe, an element of church
power and preaching power. The
pastor who goes into the pulpit sure
of the divine help he has just been
invoking, in presenting the gospel
message, and tull of longing for the
souls under bhis ministry, ought to
and generally does expect conver-
sions, and an earnest, praying, spir-
itual church looks confidently for ac-
cessions to its membership. The
late Dr. Kennard, whose ministry
was 80 constantly and signally bless-
ed that for years scarcely a Sabbath
passed in which there were no* con-
versions under the preaching, went
home one evening in a despondent
mood. When asked what made
him sad he said, “ Oh, there was
rot one soul in the congregation to-
night who seemed to feel the need
of ealvation. Something is wrong ;
my preaching was in vain.” * But
why should you be cast down? Do
you expect every sermon to produce
an impression which shall carry con-
viction to sinners’ hearts " In sur-

prise be answered, “ 1t ought to. Ir
is God’s message, and the faultis
either with me or the people when
it does not accomplish that for
which it is sent.” He expected con
versions, aud for this he lahored and
praved and wept, and the Holy
Spirit accompanied the Word with
power, and thousands were brought
mto the kingdom through bis winis-
try. Much of the success which
some pastors and evangelists have in
bringing sinners to repentance, is
largely due to the close pressing
bhome to tbe consciences of thewr
hearers their immediate duaty, pre-
ceded and followed by the prayer ot
faith, and accompanied by a confi
dent expectation of God’s blessiny
upon their labors. They * expeer
conversions”’ and their faith is re-
warded.— Baptist Weekly.
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SUGAR-COATED RELIGION.

Janyan speaks of religion as go-
ing in “silver slippers.” In these
times, to make iv popular, it is
sugar-coated. Its hard doctrines
are smoothed down. Old-fashionea

Jible orthodoxy is largely modified.
The Slough of Desponds is filled up
or bridged over. Saints and sianers
mingle in free converse: and who
are the saints, and who the sinners,
it were not easy to tell. The more
“jolly” the minister, the more popu-
lar.

Since the time that Bunyan’s
Pilgrim travelled the road to the
celestial city, matters have greatly
improved. Were he to travel again
he would not recognize it as the
same, It is by no weans the rough
and perilous road that it was in his
day. There are now no foes to be
met, no battles to be fought, no
chained lions even to frighten ihe
traveller. And, instead of trudging
along atoot, staff in band at a slow
and weary pace, he may speed hi-
way in the cars, and Pul'man cars,
too, supplied with all desirable com-
forts,

But, alas, the end ! It were well
to consider that. Will all these
pilgrims arrive at last at the “‘city
that hath foundations 7’ Will they
awake at the last and find them-
selves in heaven! Will their religion
stand the test of the great trying
day? When the great separation
shall then be made, will these easy
going pilgrims be found to bave
travelled the way that leadeth unto
everlasting life? The Saviour teaches
that that way is a way of repent-
ance, of faith, of self-denial, of
humility, of renunciation of the
world, and a holy Jliving. He also
teaches that many at last will find
themselves to have been mistaken.
He says : “Many will say to Me in
that day, Lord, Lord. And then
will I protess unto them : I never
knew vou; depart from Me."—
New York Observer.
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SORROW NOT AN ACCIDENT.

Sorrow is not an accident, occur-
ring now and then—it is the very
woof which is woven into the warp
of life. God has created the nerves
to agonize, and the heart to bleed ;
and before a man dies almost every
nerve has thrilled with pain, and
every affection has been wounded.
The account of our life which repre-
sents it as probation is inadequate ;
so is that which regards it chiefly as
a system of rewards and punish-
ments. The truest acconnt of this
mysterious existence seems to be
that it is intended for the develop-
ment of the soul’s life, for which
sorrow is indispensable.

Every son of man who would at-
tain the true end of his being mu-t
be baptized with fire. Itis the law
of our humanity, as that of Christ
that we must be perfect through
suffering. And he who has not dis-
cerned the divine sacredness of sor-
row, and the profound meaning
which is concealed in pain, has yet
to learn what life is. The cross
manifested as the necessity of the
highest life, alone interprets it.—
F. W. Robertson.
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH,

A growing Choristian will not be
long without the discovery of his
own weakness—a revelation made
known to him by a power above and
beyond himselt. This discovery
usually is accompanied with a sense
of need, even that of inward cleans-
ing from secret faults. This, as we
understand it, is that work of com-
pleteness in Christ which is some-
times denominated “perfection in
love,” *‘full salvation,” ete. Itis
seldom accomplished in the soul, if
experience and observation are to be
relied upou, without a previous con-
dition of growth in the justified re-
lationship with God, Apathetic,
vacillating Christians do not occupy
such an attitude toward God as will
enable them to see themselves and
at the same time the spotless purity
of that righteousness in Christ
which they may inberit. That emi-
nent Christian,the Rev. Dr. Wilbur
Fisk, enjoyed close fellowship with
God, and was in the spirit of growth
when his soul was awakened to the
privilege of “perfect love.” It is not
the slothful, prayerless professor of

religion, bat the hungry soul that
cries out with faith :

“Refining fire go through my heart,

Illuminate my soul.,
Scatter the lizht through every part,
And sanctify the whole.”

The very hest advances in spirit-
val things follow just this expeni-
ence. Now is that soul prepared
wore and more to realize all the
possibilities of light and. love.

i DI e
BACKBONE.

One thing which Christians, as
well as others, veed at the present
lay is backbone. Not a backboue
iike a ramrod, that cannot yield or
b-nd, but a well-articalated spnal
columo, which is strong eaough to
hold a man upright and keep him
from being crushed heneath the bur-
dens that press upon him. These
are days of easy-going piety; and
men are too often ruled by compro-
wise rather than by conscience.

Says Mr. Spurgeon: ** Oak has
gven piace to willow. Everybody
has grown limp. Out of the gener-
ality of limpuess has come an ad-
miration for it. A mun cannct
speak a plain word without being
accused ot bitterness, and if he de-
nounces orror he is narrow-minded ;
for all must join the universal-ad-
miration society, or be placed under
ban and be howled down.”

Now in such a condition of things
as this there is special call, not for
stubbornness and crustiness, but for
u gentle, patient, unyielding con-
scientiousness and firmness, which
anchors the soul to the everlasting
rock, and causes the heart to rest on
him who is the way, the truth, and
the lifé, and who will never leave
nor forsake us. — Congregational
Magazine.
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IMPORTANT DUTIES.

The ZLutheran Observer calls at-
tention to the following summary of
church-duties which a paster in
Philadelphia had priated oa the re-
verse side of his card under the
head of “My Daty to My Chtirch”:

To pray for ber pastor ;

Attend her services ;

Practice her teachiongs,

Piay for her prosperity ;

Give to her support ;

Work for her success;

Cordially greet her members ;

Invite others to her services.

These are important daties, too
often reglected, and so we com-
mend them to all who have hither-

to failed to practice them,
SRS NP AY - A —

RISEN!

“]If ye then be risen with Christ,
seek those things which are above,
where Christ sitteth at the right
band of God.” When the heart
dwells in spiritual union with our
Lord, a fellowship expressed by the
words “risen with Christ,” how
patural it is to soar above earthly
cares and disappointments,and ‘‘seek
those things which are above!”

What are some of the things to be
sought by us? Wisdom is one of
the things, the wisdom which is
* from above,” This *“ hidden wis-
dom” is to be sought. It is not given
by accident, nor by royal birthright,
nor by purchase of personal merit.
“ If any man lack wisdom let him
ask of God ;7 let him seek it with
the whole heart. If he seek wis-
dom ‘‘as silver,” and search for
wisdom as *‘ hid treasures,” he shall
tind the ‘‘ knowleage of God.” “For
the Lord giveth wisdom: out of His
mouth cometh knowledge and under-
standing. He layeth up sound wis-
dom for the righteous.”
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“ HE BROUGHT HIM TO JESUS.”

That is the end and aim of all

Christian efforts—to bring men to
Jesus ; not simply to this or that
particular church, to this or that
denomination or party; but to
J esus,

Bring them to Jesus that they
may be saved. For apart from him
they are lost, and are perishing in
sin ; mortal beings soon %o die, yet
having immortal souls, alienated
from God, going into an eternity on
which neither you or they can see
any light.

Bring them to Jesus that they
may be saved from the impending
woe ; but not only for this, but also
that they may be introduced into a
new life of love and peace and
righteousness, may become sons and
daughters of the Lord Almighty,
heirs of God, and joint heirs with
Christ to the heavenly inheritance,

Bring them to Jesus that his
name way be glorified in their sal-
vation.

Bring them to Jesus that they in
turn may bring others to him, may
become apostles and evangelists,
witnessing for Jesus and spreading
his kingdom.

Bring them to Jesus that they
may be stars in your crown of re-
joicing which you will gladly and
gratefully cast at bis feet.

Bring them to Jesus that thus
you may strengthen and extend his
kingdom of righteousness, and do
what you can to hasten the time
when everywhere shall be the beauty
and the gladness of ‘“the sweet
reign of light and love.”

LEMONT & SON,

DEALERS IN

FURNITURE,

The largest stock in the City.

BEDROOM SETTS,
./ PARLOUR SETTS.

Chairs,
Chairs,

Chairs.
Sofa sand Lounges.
EASY CHAIRS

AND

Rockers, Hto.
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CROCKERY WARE,
CHINA WARE,
COLORED WARE,

ANDGLASS WARE,.
A Splendid Stock.

SILVER PLATED GOODS,
LAMPS,

CHANDELIERS,
AND ORGANS,

Special low prices made to Church
Lodges on ORGANS and Lxrfu?é‘ .

BABY CARRIAGES,
BOYS’ CARTS,
BOYS’ VELOCIPEDES.

nives and Forks,
Preserving Kettles,
Looking Glasses,
Tin Tollet Ware,
Stone Churns,

Butter-Trays,

CROCKS, LADELS, PRINTS, TUBS.
Erc., Erc., Erc.

Cheapest at

g
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WM. JENNINGS,

Merchant Tailor,

Is now showing a large and varied as-
sortwent of the following goods saitable
for this season’s trade,

Milton, Nap,
(!hlncI:illa and
Worsted Uvercoatings,

In Plain and Fancy Colors.

Beavers and Pilots,
Fancy Trouserings,

Also a nice selection of

English and Secotch Suitings,
In all the latest patterns.

WM. JENNINGS.
COMMENCING TO ARRIVE

—AT—

Thos.W.Smith’s

FASHIONABLE

Tailoring and Clothing
Establishment,

EDGECOMBE’'S BUILDING,

Queen Street, Frederiction, N, B,

ENGLISH,
SCOTCH,
GERMAN
& CANADIAN
TWEEDS,
Of the best quality and newest patterns.
GERMAN WORSTED SUITINGS
AND FRLNCH TROUSERINGS,
Of the latest Designs,
The latest styles of Gents’ Fur Hats and

Gents’ Furnishing Goods in
great variety.
Satisfaction guaranteed. All the latest
Fashion Plates to select styles from.

& Call and examine. Will be pl
to show our Goods, -

T. W. SMITH.

decl4-tf

WatcheS

—AND--

JEWELRY,

WE beg to call the attention of intend-

ing purchasers of Watches and
Jewelry to our Large Stock of New Goods
in that line. It has always been our aim
to select the newest styles and from the
most reliable makers,

And in addition to above we have a
large stock of

Silver and Silver-Plated Goods,

French & American Cl
Speﬁt::‘lles. Gold & suov%':-"

Canes, Etc,

Page, Smalley & Ferguson,
43 KING STREET.
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