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He Knoweth Best,

BY MARI} )AVENPORT
l'l\ '-,;'l.‘:l,\r weoth best
[ will bide His just behest;

Whate'er 1 do,

He 1s with me

I go

']'fw < l ;._]; w

Wi

e el

l’»\' '}n' \«\hh;u‘) ngs l }IA'.» ‘!)‘ vrdd

}'1~ \\‘lvlti.

Bv the quiet in myv breast,
[ ar

dv the assurand )]

n glad ! He knoweth best !
At the
In the
When
When
When I sigh for hopes deferred,
I find comfort in His Word;

And my soul knows wondrous rest

altar or the tomb,
sunshine or the gloom:
my soul is filled with j

|
11 alloy

Y,

this life seemns a

(God is good; he knoweth best.

Do you envy me my trust?
It
[f you only bid Him stay
He will never go away,

is yours, for God 18 just;

But will shine upon your path

With the brightness that he hath
From the Father. As you roam
With His love, He'll guide you home.

Home ! O blest Eternal Joy!

Where the truth has no alloy;

Where the conflict and the strife

On this battle field of life,

Will be shown in perfect light

To declare His power and might.

Lord, we praise Thee, Three in One,

Grant to us Thy glad ‘“Well done.”
Pella, Iowa, 1887
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Aimless People.

BY L. R.

DE WOLF.

A great many people go on through
Jife without They
float with the tide, do the thing that
presents itself
wait., Micawber
thing to turn up”
hand that
life

cCannot

any definite aim

to be done then, and

fashion, *“‘for some-

when nothmg 18 at

avails to them

These

Set

l;"i]’

on 1n

hand-to-mouth ;-w.;.';.-

themselves t work. be

cause Yln“\' had no (iwﬁ)li!t‘ ;nf‘»l; x\"H'!‘

they started in the early years of man

hood '|‘||»~_\ have lost the power that

with early culture would have secured
to them homes free from rent and a
competence, How sad it 18 to see a

man of mechanical ability doing little
odd jobs when, if he had been willing
to :l)ipl.\' himself under a skillful work
have rvalled hun

What

business man is often

man., he might n

quality of work. 4 man 18 as a
characteristic of

If he

ough, reliable,straightforward in things

him in spiritual work. is thor-
of this life, it will so lwlp to mould his

character that we and

nmay L‘Xln‘('r,
with good reason too, that he may be
relied upon for efficient
Great Master if he has enlisted under
the banner of the cross

[ will recall

immpressed ine in my native town dur

an incident that 1].‘0‘}11}‘

ing a revival season.  Several had risen

for prayvers, the service had been long,

and the time for closing the meeting
drew near. The pastor asked some
brother to offer prayer with special

reference to those who had solicited it,
The
man, knelt down and began thus :
Lord, thou

being !

elder deacon, a slow but good

)

art an incomprehensible

Thou art from everlasting to
everlasting,” from ten

etc., ',_(nin'_( on

to fifteen minutes just as one might

expect from the opening sentences,
and then

Y-nlll Y}l('

one brief word that simply
all

his- help.

Lord we were SINners in

The

amen followed ulllic‘l\l)', HY) if he were

his sight and needed

glad after all to be through with the
the

cared

duty appointed. but tender

hearted }';HIWIQ who

lambs before him,

“Will

was not satistied.
some brother now please pray
he asked.
ol

I)llnlnww men |

The other
1'1‘

knew, a

tO rla.- ‘nn Pose

deacon the

('hlvq]

eading merchant

present, one mnost
evel
who could be trust-
ed under all circumstances because he
never varied from the right course in
dealing with any one, dropped sud-
denly upon his knees and opened the
gate of access to heaven by implor-
ing the blessed Saviour to *‘step right
that had

asked for help and were all ready.to

into those waiting hearts

receive the blessing of forgiveness."
A sob was heard, a sigh somewhere
"l\t:. others rose to seek fo :tid; the
prayer had reached beyond the few; it
had dropped into every seat in the
erowded decture-room and hunted up
cvery heart Our eflicient deacon
prayed just as he handed down goods
from his shelves to his counter - when

vou had decided upon them they were

|
|

|

| reaping a golden harvest

considered tshis "l‘-’,"'.

i #?]‘i‘){“ 311»14”.\' out

mav b ).--ci 1O

look elosely into this thing and

f« W ’hq- }h'\? }4."7‘!

1 1 i A& 1
| and keep therein through life, thereby

blessing the world by so doing and

for hlln«’»‘if.

l ont of 'h.-

["/u' Oh. HWoeel Ly

- e ‘
WAITING-FOR WHAT. ‘
o \

BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER
{
In about every congregation we |
ministers confront a certain number |
uf rn-‘__'nl.n' hearers \Y]ulsv f:u'o‘i, become ;

aa familiar to us as the pews they |

occupy. They are still unconverted

although if any message from heaven
should announce to them that they
will die unconverted it would startle
them like an explosion of dynamite.
They are spaiting, not upen (iod, but
after the fashion - of the . impotent
erowd by the Pool of Bethesda, they
are waiting for something to turn up.
Let me address a few frank loving
words to some such, who are in danger
of lingering until the highest purpose
of life is lost, and the gate of heaven
is closed against them.

One of you, perhaps, is waiting for
more conviction of sin. How much do
you require in order to accept the new
life What did
that cripple at require to

offers?
Bethesda
know and feel except that he was dis-

[f

a

which .Jesus

friendless?

that

eased, and

ht‘lp}vnﬁ,

your reason admits you are

sinner, and that unless .Jesus saves

you you will perish, this is convietion

enough to start with. The Bible fur

community

nishes no feeling-ometer to determine
how badly a guilty soul shall feel be
fl,]l‘ SIrives to

To tell (zod that youl

|
|
!
] £y i
that .*"lll 4;‘;(:\ (.lnl‘ l
will never serve |

Him until He pierces you through |
with an intense anguish for sin, 18 an |
msult it increases your guilt. No |
‘angel 18 zoing to trouble the stao
nant l' ' vour heart with '!']lt"}w‘ll
ing power while you are 1]1...}..\”]!E
(Giod and msulting the compassionate
Navion For pungent conviction, on
v sudden  starthing conversion, you
ln'v'«; NnHOt WAailt : i you do, you are
| cheating your soul with a delusion of

work for the |

' and will damn vou hereafter) and fol-
| low Him.

| ready to obey, He zives you strength

for these |
| ever likely to oceur

{ but

removed-—or as he \\wlgllmi out his
coffee and sugar, that never fell a
grain short and whose paper never |
gave out before reaching home This
habit of doing things exactly right
went through the man hem hand
Aand oul wers me 1 prn 1l nd
el A { ol \ (
Wi }n Prolies | 1l ) i\
H v dehiwhttu |
| i \

'L\ [ 11 | |
Y y ; g .

] | Lol thieln hh )
i1l { 1 |

| \Wwe whittel Hoy
It SOL¢ Vil 1 whe 3 !

{ up !

..l('.‘lu:\' })i(i.i yuu ti(\

the devil

Your immediate duty 18 condensed
into that l'l?!)\‘ sentence which Christ
Bethes-
lrl‘(].

“ lnwl uf will

uttered to the cripple in the

dan porch, ** Arise, take up thy
and walk !”

ful procrastination now, put

\'ull are on

there l)\

.lv’

o . 5.,

RELIGIOUS INTELLIG ENCER.

the work of the divine Spirtt on many
hearts at "“.- SAane rme. Jut (‘hrist
now here bids you wait for other peo
;,I‘- to move or to be moved. The |

same truths, t
Y}.,lf !I!*I\'l"{ A \\"21"!"
are within vour reach at

this moment. The question of you

goul’s salvation isto be settled between
He

\\"H'H

led a man
He
about conferring a blessing upon him.
The

most

vou and yvour Saviour.

q-rm\.\:l once

"ilanil')"nmc'fin:;'” you need

1s an honest hour with .Jesus.

|

{ nn;:l'a-'_:;ninl; or |

he same divine power |

Was |

|
|
!
1
!
|

| awakening them to a sense of duty.

Christ is asclose to you now, and .m!

thoroughly within your reach as He |

would be if an hundred sinners around
you were all praying for mercy, or a

whole assembly were melted under

| the preaching of a Moody or a Mills.

Waiting for a revival is only an excuse
for hardening the heart. To
i8 to live again ; what you need is lLife
from the death of sin
perience.

revive
in its first ex-
You will get it 38 soon as
you obey Christ’'s command to ** rise,
take up your bed and walk."”

[t is of no matter to any of you who
are lying on the mattress of delay,
that some other people have been led
to Christ by a * powerful sermon,”
or a ‘‘special providence,” or by any
No

[1«)‘0«;1‘)'.5

yarticular agency. one else 18 a
= .

model, and particular ex-

perience is a mould for you to shape

'rh e !';f

Bethesda, yes, and of

your cony (‘l“%h m

that

in. lesson
scene at
every true conversion that ever hap-

Jesus.,
Waiting

pened, is to obey Waiting is

disobedience. increases the
cliﬂimll?_\‘ and decreases the pl’--]»;thllil.\'
l)f'-li;:

will

your spiritual cure. 18

moving towards you, and not

walt for you minute to do what

No pastor,

Sermaon,

one

.lt'ﬁ.ll* ;!l'i\ Vyou :}1, alt Once,

no friend, no revival. no

1o
.‘u\!';-

Inquiry-meeting can save you

Call. \":A-Itl\"" *l(‘li)l'i'A'Y,\ ‘\HJ‘ ':~lio.

| as He 1;,.‘1;\\ to your consclence, do

1t .\""" "in" .Lill‘}"l“i Tth" - 'n‘h-‘
up vour bed and walk
-

WHAT CAN I DO?

l \‘-'1 (

sun transtigures a drop of dew

4T

i ‘o "/”/\‘ffr'", \ s

the
by the
reflections of his own glorious image,
80, If you hut hold still in faith, Jesus
will shine in and through you, making
the

you

weak, worthless, perishing wman

are now, a medium of his own

matchless grace.

\ steady life for

[ Chrst 18 a means of usefulness incal-
rourself. For all these past vears s
yourse rf ol ] 10 5¢ pas y I'S, (‘”]dM\, “m,‘_““,.
B g Ak TR 5 j % .
which have been worse than wasted, , . -
' ; 2. You can pray for others. There

you have ka'p? )HHI'M'” there. Con-

science confirins what [ say.

he

to be one, and you are no c,'\t:"]i!illll.

Every

sinner is a sinner because chooses

Jesus commands you to forsake your

sins (which are diseasing you now,

The instant that you are

to n}w)’ He commanded the wretch

ed cripple who had been *‘in that |

case ' for over thirty years, to stand

What, on those weak and wither

ed limbs? could

Certainly ; for he

have no others to stand on. And the

lll;tkn‘4

|

|

|

. ]

moment that the man is ready to obey, ]
and !

«'ﬂ":l'(, HY
lh“ {v:llﬂh‘(‘l!
Christ did not lift him ; the |

the honest new

shoots through

power
muscles
man rose up himself on his own limbs; |
His |
part in that healing transaction was
faith -

but Christ qgave him the YOUP ).
/ /

Christ's part was

restoring {
raes Put the two together and you |

have the history of every trne conver

sion that cver took place, or that is

Waiting will not bring conviction,

only increase of gult You are |

under a spell, just where Satan wants

to keep you ;.the first act you honestly
perform to please Jesus Christ, breaks
the _\'}w‘“. The prayer

you offer for pardon and for divine

Hrst

Hillrvl"‘

help, the first sin you refuse because

S«

SO, puts you on

your feet. These sSteps are your steps.
A gentleman who had sat under forty
years of faithful preaching, came into
my study one day and said to me **1 |

have determined to-day to settle the

salvation of my soul,”--he did so by

giving his heart to God
of happy
that decisive day
“uly (host

wan

Many years
have
But

was working

usefulness followed |
r
VvOu pot § i
|

|

|

|

Ay

the upon

that

NO

He was, and so has

He striven with you & thousand times,

and is doing so still.  Waiting for the |

Spirit is only another form of the |

same delusion The loving S]‘il‘i! has |

walted unl\nll.\l\l walted for you to |
repent vl accept Christ, and mav not
walt much longe) My dear friend,
VOoul are l"n-l'l»_f with your soul's salva
tion When that gentleman of whom
l st l ;. !”' t Priaat L s11)
ful slot md  delay nd decided to
O g9 S 1 ot

] ¥ trent
H {

"‘ !

y \ |

" \ § 1 then y
J t { \ = 11 [
vhole \ et revival mifies

| somebody every day.

may be little apparent connection be-
tween fervent prayer for another and
his spiritual improvement, but there is
it vital.
Daily prayer for «thers is daily service

such a connection, and 18

which the Master will ultimately re-
ward.
You can

9
o),

win the love of others.

Love isa eable between souls through

which mighty influences flow. We
transfer to some extent the goed that
18 in us, tothose who love us. All hu-

mility, gentleness, patience, kindness,

and helpfulness, beget love in those

| who witness these graces.

t. You can speak to others. A pru-
dent word spoken in love has often
proved a seed of life. A good woman
once addressed a word of admonition
toa man in her employ. Another man
siinply overheard her rewwarks, and was
led by them to Christ.

open for the utterance of .Jesus’ name,

| and for a plea in his behalf

d. You can risit others. Lattle at-

| tentions prepare people to receive our

practical counsels “ Tf

l;.‘ CATeSs q-nuu;_:]‘. to come, hu must hil\'t'

They reason :
some interest in me. If he has interest
in me, | owe attention to his words.”
Visits to the poor, neglected, indiffer
ent, worldly, afflicted, ignorant, may
often be sanctified to their good, even
though the subjeet of religion i
specifi :ally mentioned.

18 Nos

6. You can put good reading into the

hands of people who need it. The
Sunday-school book, ‘he religious

books in your own library, a little tract
or leaflet, may be putin the way of
The vight book
in your spare bed-room, or handed to a
friend about starting on a journey or
forwarded by mail, may do wonders. A
ticket-agent in a railroad depot used to
give away fifty dollars’ worth of tracts

every year. A tract went with every

 ticket sold. More than fwenty persons

wrote to him, acknowledging that the
tracts he had thus given them had been

blessed to their conversion.

7. You can reach people with gos

/»»/ it vene who from sickness or

\‘Hﬂ'n-l'lh_' Are most sll\l'l'])[l})lq' to them,

Let the lips |

!
]

|
r}ﬂ‘

|

|

There is a ;c-l-.!lrl‘l:xh in Paris who
watches the obituary notices 1 the
mornng papers, and sends to the b
| 11101 tracts w"[;»'w; to '}l“
A visit to the poorhou
dt Jiedl 1A § nl 'n"\w"‘i i
t o of tl ! 1A {)h |
uch opportunities for usefulness
! ected ! |.‘M‘|:', to A
‘;.c Ich f 1O AdVs weary., 'il'
{ waged nd often friendless. How
l'!lh f chieer a «z.u!‘\ “:[i;, with ll“' I'r:lll
ing of God’'s word., a prayer, and a ;

‘work (vod may require at his
"But the hesitator between two opinions

cordial chat about life and its

ex peri

ences, death and the new life ’
7 ' |

8. You can invite and persuade |
1

;u-u;sit‘ to attend ‘l"\<'v‘ NONYLSe Vlll‘i
]

preaching scervice, the Sunday -school,

and the social ~;.~-.~t1n-,u

\,,12‘,Q|;~.,/)~,' v,’/ 'S

9 in work for |
the Master Here are church-mem- |
bers who should be ar work Here |

1 ] |
are worldlings who should be awaken

ed to God’s claim upon all men for ser
v . - |

vice, A word, a plea, often l'v[»n:ttml, |
1

' 1 1
ever urgent, may be the means of |

10
day is something in ten years, spent
Who can

You can qive, Five cents ::'

in benevolence. not give
five cents a day ?

But what we all want, most of all, 1s
the ** ready mind,” that our services

may be ‘‘ not by constraint, but will-

ingly.”” Good Lord, give thy ser-
vants, willing, loving hearts, to toil

with fidelity and delight for thee.-
Am. Tract Society Tract,

RERMBAIED Pt v SR
Evils of Indecision

One of these lies in the self-deception
which 1t fosters. [t apparently
holding itself in suspense, while really
it is already on one side.

18

An English

authoress has said : *“ Men often sin,
not so much because they choose, as
because they don’t choose. The actions
which, on looking back upon our lives,
we see most reason to deplore, are
of manfully

facing the conflicting claims of duty

those in which, instead

and inclination or interest, we have

suffered ourselves to pause inindecision,
thinking that we were standing still,
while in point of fact, the current of
evil, so much stronger always than
that of goed, was bearing us to a point
from which there

™
ru'i.i 1t

was no retreat.’”’

18 also., alas! too often with

his sals ation

H!|-ib"'l‘i"1l 1an :‘l!H]

He tmagines that no harm can come of
mere indecision, while, m fact., the |
force, fashion, or interest, or inclina

: ? i1 .
t1on 18 bearing nim away :A.ll the nm}tu

and when he awakens

hes

il

to the danger,

inay be too late to secure his deliv
eralict

Anotheti

attendant on

of these evils m .'ht‘ llliw‘n'l‘\’

We

“anything is better than

this state of mind.

often say that

:su.\[n'lln'v :'. .‘Hui lf Y ‘lwll}i'w‘l‘ on

oligi-
religi

ous matters is honest, he must be the
most unhappy of men, because of the
immense importance to him of the

matters in question. But just in pro-

portion to the anguish of his doubt
will be the joy that springs out of his
decision, provided he decides rightly.
When the happy discoverer found the
treasure in the field, he did not whimp-
er over the price, but
went and sold all that

for very joy
he had, and
bought it. So when the doubter comes
to faith in Christ, his happiness out-
weighs all sense or thought of self-
denial in the giving np of everything
for his Lord

Remember, too, that indecision puts
an arrest on activity. Those who have
done the most good in the world have
always possessed positive convictions
But

18 destitute of

onwhich they earnestly acted.
without decision a man
backbone.

and

His character i1s molluscous
Contrast Moses
with Ba.aam, Paul with Judas ; Luther

with the
It may make

invertebrate.

Erasmus. Indecision is
paralysis of usefulness.

good critics, but it makes poor builders.

What drunkard has it reformed ?
What thief has it transformed ?
What Five Points mission has i
carried out If, therefore, a man |

wishes t movements |
and

benefit mankind, he must get to posi-

0 hcl[' on those

which are doing most to bless
tive convictions, and seek courageously
Such a one will be a

man for the times ; and

to act them out,
in his own
sphere and place will be another Elijah
for the doing of whatever reformation

hand.

will never be or do anything remark-
able until he takes a stand on some-
thing ; and the great thing for him is
that he take his stand upon the right,
the true, the good, as these are incarn-
ated in Christ.— W. M. Taylor, D, D,,

;.u n\'. ;\'. ’rl‘/'N'.\.

S e —
About Prayer-Meetings.

That prayer-meetings are a failure,
or next to a failure, in many churches
having a considerable membership is a
noteworthy though humiliating faect.
Of a church we hear it said sometimes,

" They can’tsustain a prayer-meeting,”

| that men will attend

| those taking part ur it

| day

has learned

or, **The l'ht.\vl‘-lm't'lih-_; has little in
terest, and has very small attendance.”
What 1s the matter ¢ All churches do
not fall i these respects, and we do
t believe there 1s any good reason |
! shamefully small 2 fitles
prayer-meetings, any wmore than there |
] ron poor Su Ly
| 1l ) IVENINY eise poor |
1t i e ol
e 15 Tl 1 prayel lv'c"ill._‘i"

I'an W they e an attraction There |

i omething about them that enlists
the heart, something suggestive and |

|
practical, something so ,Lm-'nv,slnh- to )

| the every-day-life and its experiences

them because of
their supreme helpfulness. The secret

In sustaining a prayer-meeting in a

church, then, 18 not to be found so

much in any one thing as in its being a

real praver-meeting full of genuine

heart warmth and 1

Such a

wer

meeting will be free from

and
full of

In such a meet-

constraint and r"»M rurn..:iir.\'_

Wl” be
spiritual tenderness
ing hearts will melt and flow together,

the emotions will bhe deep and

sympa-
thetic, and jov and :].W:M‘O.' will l‘il‘h])'
abound. Another speaking of the
element which enters into the success-
ful prayer-meeting, very justly says:
* Prayer-meeting is

power mainly

heart-power. People do not want to
hear a man talk religion merely as a
conception which he helieves, but as
an experience which he feels. Prayer
meeting talk and singing and praying
must How from an experience—must
come from the heart. The spirit must
make tender in thought,
A
merely intellectual prayer-meeting is a

spiritual farce.”

us tender

tender in words, tender in manner,

- T«'l'ﬂ,-‘(‘:)’):‘_
-y -~ -
Random Readings.

Life is a short day, but it is a work-

Hannah More.

ing day.
[ find the doing of the will of God

leaves me no time for disputing about

his plans.

Take the hiours of reflection or

rec-

reation after bhusiness, and never be-
fore it. —Sir Walter Secott

The man to whom virtue isbut the

ornament of character, something over

and above, not essential

to if, s not
yel a man. ‘,I-.,A,-w.. ,:;' /_:'\\/',.
He that knows himself knows

others : and he that

s 1ignorant of him

\t‘lf cannor write a very ;wn'u-: l-wtln‘q'

1 1 ' g
other men’s heads. —Colto

on

It

Write it on that

No

unt !]

your heart

1s the best in the wvea man

anvthing righ he

tly
knows that every day is doomsday
Recerve Christ with all your heart.
As there is nothing in Christ that may
be refused, so there is nothing in you
from which he

Johw "'/'4) vel.

must be excluded.

Faith, thoush weak, is still like a
glimmering taper if not a glowing torch.
But the taper may give light as truly
a8 the torch, though not so brightly.

If there i1s any one fact, or doctrine,
or command, or promise in the Bible
which has produced no practical effect
on your temper, or heart, or conduct,
be assured do believe it. —

you not

Pawyson

None have more pride than those
You
may labor against vain-glory till you
concelve that you are humble, and the

who dream that they have none.

fond conceit of your humility will
prove to be pride in full bloom. -
Spurqeon.

I will govern my life and my

thoughts as if the whole world were to
see the one, and to read the other; for
what does it signify to make anything
secret to my neighbors, when to God,
the of

privacies are open’?

Searcher our hearts, all our

every |

|

M. McLEQD,
MANUFAGTURER

AND —

GENERAL AGENT,

No. 36 Docl Street.

—~8T. JOKN, N. B.—

e ——— —

Mc LEOD'’S

ABSOLUTELY PURE

Flavouring Extracts.

MCLEOD'S

Rheumatic & Brain Liniment,

DR. NOBLE’S

GCREAT CURE FOR

GHOLERA, PAINS, &

McCLEOD’S

Tonic Cough Cure

A ProMpr and Ervecrian ReMepy
for all Diseases of the

THROAT AND LUNGS.

Lansdowns Waterproof,

Makes Boors WarMER, more DuraBLE
and IMPERVIOUS to SNow Wyrer,

It is more comforting and enjoyable |

to notice the beauties

of nature, the
lovliness of landscapes, and the glories
of God’s handiwork, as we journey
through the world, than it is to select
and concentrate our gaze upon any de-

formities that lurk along the way.

What 1s time ? The shadow on the
dial, the strikingof the clock, the run-
ning of the sand, day and night, sum-
mer and winter, months, years,
centuries ; these are but arbitrary and
outward signs, the measure of time,
nct time itself: Time is the life of the
soul

Be cheerful, do not brood over fond

hopes unrealized until a chain, link

after link, is fastened on each thought
and wound around the heart. Nature
intended you to be the fountain-spring
of cheerfulness and social life, and not
the travelling monument of despair and
melancholy

How often it is difficult to be wisely
charitable to do good without multi-
plying the sources of evil! To give alms
is nothing, unless you give thought
also. ‘“ Blessed is
he that feedeth the poor,” but ** Bless-

It 18 written, not
ed is he that considereth the pum'.“ A
little thun\_;l‘..' and a little kindness arve

often worth more than a great deal of

MAGIC TOOTHACHE CURE.

Extract Jamaica Ginger, "

e v el
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