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WEDNESDAY, MAY. 2, 

=Y. M.C. A. The eleventh Tri. 
ennial Conference of the Young Men's 
Christian Associations of all lands is to 
be held at Stockholm, August 156—19 
It promises to bean 

Ing. 

1888. 

Important meet- 

—— 

CONSECRATED. Nova Scotia’s new 
Church of England bishop, Rev, Dr. 
Courtenay, was formally indneted into 

Wednesday 
last Bishop Medley of this city had 
Lhe 

the office in Halifax on 

fief part in the ceremony. 

SICK. Mr. Spurgeon is again fa 
from well 

WOrK 18 now added the 

pressure of much 

strain of great 

anxiety and much new responsibility 

changed ittitude 

towards the Baptist Union. He feels 

attendant upon his 

hat he must have rest 

Don't Hurry Young 
the ministry in view sometimes get in a 

men with 

hurry to be full fledged prea hers; they 
want to take a short-cut into the min 

haste 
istry It is better to make 

This Douglas 
Jerrold is worth their consideration : 

slow iy. 
sentence ot 

“Do not take down the shutters until 
you have omething to put 11 the 

indows 

A HANDY Ni PPLY. Ministers 

) : ; - 
oreen whennotw 11 I' needing to be ab 

| | b¢ ¢ ¢ ow, 4 sent, ind itqguite dif uit ) O¢ LV pulpi 

supply. But Rev. Mr. Mor: wn, pastor 
of a Congregational church in Wal 

recently, and his wife 1] d the pul- 

pit nd preached to icceptance. 

I I Lay Pri I Method 

18n I mMaxKe more use of its laymen 

or d » aster wt the Oh 
{df ( { bit M:« Old 

use of its | vineén th 1 Any ther chris 

tian denomination It 1t has re ison to 

Ct mplain It st tle € Ol this class 

OI workers. w ] e true of the 

other aenomn 8 I'h I'¢ Le in 

all the church 1€1 who could di 

excellent Sel | \V-pre vchers, and 

they ough { { I( 1 ed and 
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5 {3 eral C ere { I hi 
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Tie ] \ the 
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f { I} E.. 8 hoj 

Tl y | ettled 
1 wl have read of the 
mat C Have 1 ling he belief 

th ele 1 41 1LAtIon made 
hir uch a bishop 18 the other: 
are vith the sam tanding and 
powel 

CREMATION The Church Ol 
England bishop of Manchester is an 
avowed believer in cremati Mn. He 
BAYS 1 degrading superstition to 
believe that eve ry particle of matter 
that is bu | In a grave sha I be raised 
gal, as Is educe by many from 

Paul's d 
arrection, 

ee t——————————— 

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 
May 2, 1888 He characterises great nodding black 

plumes as ‘ symbols of Pagan despair.’ 
He regrets that instead of simple and | 
beautiful 

Important as public worship is, noth- 
ing can take the place of private de- 
votions. The leanness of many chris- flowers, expensive wreaths 

are now used 
tian lives is attributable to neglect of 

There are no 
strong christians who do not spend 

prayer. Both 
frequency and regularity in these de- 
votions are essential to growth in the 
Divine life. 

Daily meditation, and a constant 
watching unto prayer are required. 
Meditation is the opening of the chan- 
nels of the soul to constant streams of 

“Let 
the meditation of my heart be accept- 
able in thy sight, O Lord,” was David's 

““While I was musing the fire 

The more the funeral private devotions. of the rich wan and the poor man are a 
“8 AAAI oe alike, the less there will be © caste, 

and the less of injurious caste 
tion, 

much time in secret 
distinc- 

—CHARACTERISTIC. During the 
proceedings attendant on the marriage 
of her daughter a few days ago, Mus. 
Booth said. * She rejoiced that 
through her children she had become 
‘a mother of nations.” She 
regarded the Salvation Army as the 
truest embodiment of Christ's 
in the world. 
return to earth, she believed He would 
join the Army. Where else could He 

Who else would receive the car- 

: grace and the joy of salvation, said she 

religion ; SY 1 desire. If the Master were to 9 
burned. 

None can be wise, nor armed for the 
conflict, nor devotion 

does not 
regularly and prayerfully read and 
study the word of God, 

: 
furnished for oo? 

N 5 : and every good work, who penter’s son? How like the utterances 

When 

made by the 

of the Army people these are, 
such statements are 
‘* Mother” 

the ** lads and lassies ’ say so many 

The necessity 
of the host, it is no wo 1] impressed on the minds of young : = christians, strange things, and manifest so strange — a spirit towards the christian church. Referring to Bible reading suggests 

that they need also the help that comes ‘““He that winneth 2 
of reading 

Win Sous 
: hi 

Christian souls is wise Biography, in not only does a wise . 
‘ ’ A 

R : : which thep are told of God 8 gracious 
and good thing, but must be a wise : : ‘ : : 

| ways with other believers and find 
and discreet man in order to success, |.. ° 

| licht and encouragement. There is a 
range of 

from which to select 

with 
including some that are not thought an 
interference. Dr, 

most successful worker for the 

Many things interfere success 
: 

; S ’ 
literature 

wide devotional 

The history of Pierson, who is a 
| the progress of the Kingdom of Christ 

There 
are two ways of getting and ** increas 

salva- 
: ; 

should he carefully stadied. tion of men, gives a testimony which 
confirms the belief that to be 
successful the 

really 
‘ ‘ “1 ing in the knowledge of God,”—(1) by minister 

LJ 

must have 
study of His word, and (2) by study of 

The latter 
neglected. No one 

nothing in view but God's glory in i fa : His work in the world, saving and edifying men. He recent : ought not to be ly declared that for thirteen years the : 
: 

well as he 
understands the Bible as 

barrenness of his ministry was owing 

‘God 

me, If you will give up 

might, who does not give someWha said to y : y t ; careful attention to what Ged ha 

to the worship of idols. 

this idol of lit | ) ’ been and is doing among men, 
iterary applause, and give vourself to : 

, —- 
ior. SUE WENT Herein is one need of the religious 

rescuing the perishing, I wil give you 
newspaper. God is doing a great 
work in the world thr. ugh various in- 

nations, 

souls, 1 said, ] will do it. Within 
eighteen months God gave 113 more 

reaching all 
souls than in the 

had gone before ”3 

years that 
people and tongues. The 

many people 
) 1 

| 1¢ voora ll "181s 3 Oo 
ing to the hope that he may vet re- | Peopl especially christian people, COVE 

need to know. Those who are not re hig ve " regular read rs of a eligi us paper 

I'he visit of Queen Viet. ria to the | "8A — ph, dee or : : : | cannot know these things. thev can 
Emperor evidently gave him much . 4 E | 

| not { Y 1 3) SN ¢ Ww ric » oo} 

pleasure, and was greatly comforting | eel Interest 1n a work of whi | to her daughter, the Empress, | hey have little or no knowl 8%: for can they De ¢ 
Wherever she went the people made ‘pected to contribu | rally to bo pp. # Tha uw 

very hearty demonstrations in her | liber uly } 178 Support. I'he new 
d 

| converts need the religious paper—th: 
honour. 

{ 
i { paper ot their denomination. A NEW DEPARTURE. The new | — > 

° . mT 74 ahr ver rl « a 1o 
proprictor of the Mail 4 FE rpress, a | hey should begin at once to d New York daily paper, has adopted the their share in supporting the cause o 
plan of printing a text of S¢ ripture at | God. If the pastor, in his charge to the head of its editorial columns each | "ew members, has failed to mention ] 

| l er hasize the acest v RE 
aav. Being asked his reason for this | and ¢ Mpnasize fe nec 3S1LY Of sup 

‘ = | 
: 

rte YM rat p ] Tn Pu 2 
new departure in secular journalism, | Porting the ministry and other me . the proprietor said | of grace, he has made a serious mis- . : tal Fg) 3 J EH WER . “1 print the text because [ think it | take. I'he Lord hath ordained that 

| 
necessarily | 

de irable that men who Are they which preach tne Gospel should ADS bed in business should be remind live of the Gospel.’ “Upon the first dl of the words of their avenly | 
: 

w 9 leir heavenly day of the week let every one of vou 
Father, NOIne people Pe ke fun at me | iE , 1 * 
q 

| r hv hin 1 tore. as (3 at On 

tor it, but I don’t mind it. t 18 God | *&Y Dy him 1n store, as God hath pre they ridicule, not me. \s long as I | pered him.” This mn associated with the paper, 1 shall 
publish a text from the Bibl every the Lord day, and print 1t in the ime place. so 4 d 1 . be that my readers may know where to | Much a divine FOITON ARON [ook for it,” 

as praise and prayer are. “Honour 
with thy substance.’ 18 48 

| praises to the L rd, Sing 
— a AUER — One hy some The New Converts Again 

praises, 
reason W people ire 

| spiritually poy erty-stricken is because 
I'he church owes something, indeed | they think to do everything for God very much, to the new converts I'he | 1M 80ongs and shoutings and prayers, 

. 

N » . 
» Ny . 

nverts also Owe something to the | contributing the least possible tor the 
Church. They are now members of | Support of His cause. and that with 

t alone that they might et heln that with] ldeth m ore than is need, but that they might also be hq 3) ers, In | 4nd 1t tendeth to poverty. We hope 
. 

| 

+ 
the chur h they have a bette; chance those who nave recen {y come into the 

. 
" | a 2 . than anywhere else to by fellow help. | ¢hurches will have shown them clearly ers with all who work for Jesu “Go | and lovingly, the need and the bless- work,” is the Lord’s command t. every | Ing of being generous supporters of disc ple And the doing s methine | His cause who has saved them. Not hould be begun as soon as the new | only the work at home, but the bless 18 ) 

ed work of se nding the Crospel to the 

ie 1 egun., 

t — | heathen needs their help. “Freely The meetings of the chur, h must be | ye have received, freely give.” regularly attended; not « niy the Sab : iad Ei bath Soryiem, ou the prayer mee gs | Contempt of Court. 1s well No Christian can neglect | : LE these means of grace and not suffer | Mr. Hawke, editor of the Moncton erious spiritual loss. Some are quite | Transcript, is now in Jail in this city, regular Sabbath attendants, but are having beer ned $200 and sentenced to eldom or never seen in the pray r | twe months imprisonment itor con- neeting I'heirs are not the 1 3L pro tem of Court. lhe ‘con empt A unced, the most fruitful, n the | consists In certain charges made OSU Joyous christian lives We do | again t Judge Fraser re the Wostmor- not know any really spiritual chris - land election case. In sundry editori- ns, christians in whos ives ‘‘the | als in his paper he made statements uit of the spirit” ab mnds, who are | which the Court understeod to charge indiflerent vo the prayer meeting and | Judee Fra er with having been influ- h ntually neglectful of it Of wie | anced bY corrupt considerations in this statement will not be understor d rulings he made in that case. The Lo refer In any way to those who. | C urt and Mr. Hawke eo uld not being old, infirm, sic kK, cann get to | to an understanding about the matter, the | lace where God's ped ple meet to | ind so the ¢ ditor has rone to ja His pray The Lord's **shut 1m ones’ lose confinement 18 1101 likely to be very nothing of blessed fellowship with the | irksome , he can do a ood dea of his father because they are prevented | newspaper work in the jail very well, from being in the assembly of the | and will doubtless make the saints; they have the abiding pres 
most 

possible of his imprisonment. 

That Mr, Hawke said w hat he had 
none | no right to say when he charged Judge 

nee 
| 

of the Coinforter and the co Himunion 
Is sweet and satisfying. But 
must think that trifling excus 
Justity their absence from the place of | corrupt considerations, there is no prayer and that God will make up to doubt. Those who them what they miss by their neol neglect, | know him to be a Most 

PE AA I x dead si oy ere vine pr sl 

of such reading cannot be too strongly | 
| not throttle the press ; nor will it make 

| 

| 

| 

" a Z & ; + power of the Gospel is being displayed a i 
iS ney er before Of the vel le 71 MN | 

BETTER he latest news about { : ; ' bios on | the sick Emperor of Germany IS nore davai Seis suits lig, hos { 
encouraging A 20d | ives a faithful record. All this the 

I ( 

| > ] 
I CoPre | 

stroy the power of life, men 

| editor in jail. 

man, to whom such a thing would be 
abhorrent. Mr. Hawke evidently 
wrote in great heat, and more severely 
than his judgment in a cooler hour 
ought to approve. It was open to him to 
make explanation of his language and 
an apology quite satisfactory to the 
court and not at all humbling to him- 
self. We think he made a mistake 
that he did not take the advice of his 
friends and do so. 

It;is stated that the Court in giving 
judgment eXpressed itself quite 
strongly, and intimated that henceforth 
less criticism would be put up with, 
and that the punishment of Mr. 
Hawke must not be regarded as a 
precedent, and that future cases of 
like offence would receive severer 
penalty We have at least the average 
respect forthe judiciary as such. We 
presume it is unjustly 
criticised, as all institutions and per- 
sons are more or less frequently. But 
we beg to suggest that the Bench can- 

sometimes 

*he attitude of the press towards it 
more friendly, nor improve the tone 
of its criticism, by ‘‘contempt of court’’ 
prosecutions and punishinents. The 
Court is its best keeper and 
defender; it should not need the de- 
fence and 

own 

vindication of putting an 
It may be a mistaken 

opinion, but we venture to believe that 
the Court owes not a little to the for- 

of the are not 
now saying that the press has had to 
overlook corruptions of the 

bearance press, We 

Court; but 
that it has, first and last, been exceed- 
ingly considerate of an institution 
which is quite as fallible as otl.e: hu- 

institutions, can 
denied. 

man scarcely be 
We do not pretend to claim 

that the press should have license to 
say what any reckless and Irrespon- 
sible person connected with it may 
choose, nor that journalistic offenders 
should escape deserved punishment: 
but we do say that prosecutions for 
“contempt of court” are not alone 
sufficient to Save a court from con- 

tempt, 

———— el > 2 -~ CP— —— 

Carrying Our Troubles To God. 

Everybody believe that he may 

troubles to (rod. 

think that their 

wry his religious 

religious 
troubles are special matters of prayer. 
All believe that when under great and 
pressing afflictions, which almost de- 

may re- 

3 | sort to God with them. But in the 

{ 
| | 
| 

| 

| i 

1s worship.as much | 

| 

{ 

| 

| 

1 
x be 

R 
! 

& . 

8 will Fraser with having been influencad by | ness or misery. The carriage of a 
| 
| 

know the judge | endless 
honourable ¥ which, 

re aN 

| 18 vastly enlarged. 

RTA | their moral 

case of the Apostle Paul we have an 
instance of a trouble that carried him 
to God, which was neither one nor the 
other of these kinds It 1s very sig- 
nificant that the figure he uses to re- 
present his trouble is a thorn: not 
sword, not Spear, no Instrument 
indicates great breadth of power, but \ 

1 ath WH. He was nettled ; ne was 
scratched ; he was pierced, It was 
the annoyance of a pungent thorn, 
which brought pain, but no peril ; 
which worried him and fretted him : 
which drew his th ughts away from 
higher things, and made his life a bur 
den to him. It was a little thing, 

3 1 1 
| > continued so that the sum total ot 

affli tion was a great deal ; 80 that 11 
brought much pain aud trouble. That 
was the thing that the apostle went to 
God with, praying for release from it, 
We may, therefore, in prayer bring 

to God minor vexations, all the things 
| ) | 

i | ] that burden and annoy and hinder us 
in life, whatever takes away our peace 0) 
OF Testrains our joy, anything that 
amounts ) an affliction, It is right 
for us to make mention in prayer of 
all such troubles as these, 

Thus the range of this Christian duty | 

Our life is 

little 
occasions come seldom. 

filled 
up chiefly with things, Great 

And, indeed, 
those things that strike the imagina 
tion or tect the education Most are 
not always the That is, 

] 
greavest. 

results are not always the 
most 1mpdrtant, The things that have 
the Most educating power, that take 
the most away from us, or add the 
Ost to us, are, after all, the sum of 
minute, For although it 18 true that 
the chisel which the graver holds in 
his hand produces thi : 3 

IOST Visible 

results in cutting out the picture, yet 
the emery that scoured the pl te and 

s surface to receive the out wu 

prej red 1it 

line wa important as the chisel 
and the emery consisted of ttle infi 

nitesimal particles. And, although 
now and then great dispensations of 
(rod ie upon the imagination, and 
affection, and moral feelings, and work 
out great effect thereon, vet it is the 

come | emery of daily life, after all, that is 
pgreparin sz the surface of the plate on 
whic h our experience 18 to be cut, 

And if we exclude from prayer be 
fore God little things, we may almost | 
as well exclude life itself ; for all the 
way through we live by minutes sud 

one of which has its 
y 

SeCONas, ( \ ery 

own peculiar relation to our pleasure 
or pain, our joy or sorrow, our happi- 

man 
through this life, is the carriage of an | 

variety of minute incidents 
ited, goto make up sum to- 

p
e
 

¢ of relief from the 

that | 

tals. Our real life is made up of little 
things, and the doctrine that these are 
unworthy of attention before God, 
would exclude every prayer, and all 
notice on the part of God of those 
things that are most efficacious in pro- 
ducing our happiness or misery, of 
those things which have the most to do 
with our education in this world. And 
this liberty in prayer of bringing be- 
fore God our petty cares, our minute 
troubles, ourlittle griefs and vexations, 
enlarges our sense of the divine 
watchfulness and tenderness, 

2 A 
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The Sentry In The Desert. 

Emin Bey has once more contrived 
to let Europe hear his voice ringing 
out from that comparative solitude of 
Central Africa, where he remains and 
holds his own as the last of Gordon's 
officers in the Soudan. Dr, Schnitzler 
—which is the Bey’s Austrian name— 
was appointed long ago, under Gor- 
don, as Governor, for the Khedive of 
Egypt of the province of the big lakes; 
and the last letter, which has come to 
hand from him, is dated, as usual, 
from Wadelai, on the banks of Albert 
Nyanza, where he has, or had, two 
steamers. It isa very cheerful epistle, 
especially when regard is had to the 
circumstances under which it was 

The writer had been busy 
forming new stations on the 

composed. 

borders 
of the lake, and supplying them with 
goods brought up by caravan from 
Uganda, on the larger lake of Victoria 
Nyanza—the district where Bishop 
Hannington was murdered. He had 
established order in his own neighbour- 
hood, and had got the native 
act in 

chiefs to 
conjunction with him. The 

year’s crops were plentiful, and the 
cotton plantations were yielding fairly, 
Cotton goods were made in the neigh- 
bourhood for ordinary wear. On the 
whole, Emin Pasha at that time con- 
sidered the outlook bright, and he ig 
80 content with 1t that, even should 
Stanley succeed in reaching him, he 
will not return with that 
but will stick at his post. 
al function 

traveller, 
His speci- 

would seem to be the 
civilization of the region round about; 
for of course he can no longer be re- 
garded as the representative of Egypt, 
which has long since abandoned the 
Soudan to its Emin 

| Bey contemplates making a direct 

own devices. 

road through the fierce Masai country 
to the sea, and if Stanley's expedition 

West should open 
up a high road to Albert Lake from 
the Congo, there would be a way 
across the Dark Continent, with Emin 
keeping guard at its centre. Priva- 
tions do net terrify the Bey, he says, 
and the surprising news of Gordon's 
death, which has reached him, only 
makes him think of another soldier 
who has gone to his rest, and of the 

his work. Yet 
there is enough in the letter, 

need of carrying on 

too, to 

sensible 
let us see that the writer is 
of the difficulties around him. 

| tyrant of Uganda, King M’Wanga, has 

yoro district, whose chief. Kabrega, 
would nov listen to Emin’s warnings, 

{ 
! 

» v | once more been devastating the Un. 

| and has now had to flee for his life, 
With such a savage within reach Emin 

| can never afford to be off his guard, BS : 
5 Chere is at present no news of the ar- 

rival of Stanley's expedition, which 
started early last year. 
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General Conference On Foreign 
Missions, 

To be held in 1 ondon, 
| the 19th of June, 1888 | 

from the 9th tao 

The committee of con ference. to the 
European, American, and . native Wlis- 
sionaries of all Protestant churches 
laboring for the salvation of 
then in all 

the hea- 

parts of the habitable 
| world: 

BELOVED BRETHREN, —We, your fellow-laborers and ‘companions in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ,” salute you heartily in the words of the 
Apostolic benediction. “Grace and peace be multiplied unto you, through 
the knowledge of God, and of Jesus 
our Lord,” 

We greatly rejoice with you in the 
blessings which have accompanied your labors, and those of your pre- 
decessors, during the past hundred 
years of modern missionary effort, whereby about three millions from 
among the heathen are at this hour | found gathered into the fellowship of 

| the Church below, while at the same time large tribes of our fellow-men, 
who were sunk in the grossest barbar- | ism and superstition, have been social- | ly elevated, and have derived mani- fold secondary benefits from the 
pre aching of the ( rospel of Christ . 
We rejoice also over the many mil- lions more who have passed within the | veil, after testifying by their consistent lives and peaceful deaths to the regen- erating and consoling influences of the grace of God—many of them having been faithful witnesses of Jesus Christ, | not only by taking joyfully the spoil- | Ing of their goods, but by enduring manifold tribulations in the flesh, and suffering even unto death, for his 

name's sake. 
But while we are unceasingly grate- | ful to God for the great things accom- plished in the past by the inadequate 

| means employed, we lament oy er the 
| feebleness of the efforts put forth by 
‘ the churches of Christ, and we mourn 

over the great and increasing mass of 
heathenism which still eonfronts the 
Church in this nineteenth century of 
the Christian era. [t 85 one great ob- 
ject of the Conference to be' assembled 
in June, to look this appalling fact 
fully in the face, and by applying the 
lessons taught by the past to the con- 
ditions of the present, to awaken the 
Church of Christ, by every possible 
effort, to a due sense of the obligation 
under which she lies to the perishing 
heathen, and to her Divine Head and 
Lord. 
Our great object in now addressing ou is to ask you to unite with your 

tebe of other denominations, if 
such there be in your neighbourhood, or in solitary stations with your con- verts, in earnest and united prayer for a Pentecostal blessing on the Con- ference, from Sunday, the third of June, to Tuesday, the 19th of the same; being the week before, and the ten days during which, the Conference will be in session. 
Pray that the presence of God, the Father, Son and Spirit, may be in our assemblies, and that gracious manifest- ations of his power may be displayed in the midst of his people gathered from all parts of Christian and heathen lands. That the spirit of union and peace and love may reign in and among us, and that all our delibera- tions may be ‘‘in the Spirit.” Pray for the single eye and the undivided heart, for strong faith and ardent zeal, and for that ‘‘wisdom from above,” which is “first pure, then peaceable, 

gentle and easy to be infreated, wit},- out partiality, and without hypocrisy: and that, in all our assemblies we may “be of the same mind, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind; doing nothing through faction or through vain glory, but in lowliness of mind, each counting other better than himself,” 
Pray that, under God, the Confer- ence may be the means of introducing 

a new era in missionary erterprise. That it may hasten the day when ‘“‘the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord,” and when *‘the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together,” 
We do not tix hours, nor prescribe subjects for prayer. The one special gift which includes, all “good things,” 18 the gift of the Holy Spirit, whose presence we seek in all the plenitude of his grace and power. 
Let us, dear brethren, encourage one another in the thought, that un- 

numbered bre hren throughout the whole world, are uniting in the same prayer. We have good reason to hope that this will be the most universal 
cry that has ever gone up from this 
sinful world into the ear of “the Lord of Sabaoth.” Through the promised 
help of the missionary societies, this request will be sent out into all lands, 
wherever the feet of the messengers of the Gospel of peace have trod, and will be read in the languages of almost 
all the nations upon earth, 

But most of all would we strengthen 
our mutual faith, by the promise of the Father, as learned from the lips of his only begotten Son— *‘If ye then being evil know how to give good 
zifts unto your children, how much more will your Heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask him.” 

We are, beloved brethren. 
Yours in the Lord, 

Signed, 

ABERDEEN, President. 
Epwp. B. UxperuiLL. 
S. Gi. GREEN, | 
H. M. MarrEsow, | Honorary 
H. Morris. : 
J. SHARP, ) 
James Jounsroy, { 
R. Scorr MoNcriEFS § 
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Church Debts. 

Shall we consecrate church debts or 
pay them? Good people take opposite 
sides of this question. We should 
hardly dare say that there are no con- 
ceivable conditions in which a debt on 
a churet is justifiable. Calamity may 
fall on a people engaged in building, 
Commercial complications may run up 
the cost ; but, under ordinary circum 
stances, ought a church of Christ to in 

well pay? The 
question deserves thought. 

cur a debt it cannot 

A church debt is liable to be a drag 
on the pastor; to cut down benevol 
ence ; to cut off interest in the evange- 
lization of the world ; to narrow the 
sympathies of the members . to absorb 
thought, effort, energylon ‘*ways and 
means ;” to compel the minister and 
the mem bers, especially the officers of 
the church, to think more of 
pews and 

renting 
raising revenues than of 

saving men. Can a church be at its 
best under those conditions ¢! Is long 
drawn-out debt rising the best feeder 
of spiritual life? Are new comers to 
town, or to the vicinity of the church, 
more likely to be “drawn” 
that is strug 

to a church 
ling to pay an old debt 

Is i just the thing for the presen 
generation of church officers to make 
a debt for the people to pay Do 
parents saddle such things willingly on 
their children ? 

Church Building Societies make it a 
condition that their aid shall pay last 
bills, It works well, [¢ 18 a biblica 
idea. “Neither will I offer unto the 
Lord my God of that which costs ne 
nothing. Why should it be offered to 
God? 

The answer is easy. We are willing 
—possibly, in rare cases, ambitious — 
to build means. We 
want as good a house as our neighbors, 

bevond our 

We enthrone architecture and orna- 
mentation in one of the chief seats of 
power, Oftener, 
hand to place the matter in the light 

there is no one at 

| 

{ 
| 

| 
| 

| of the Ward of God before the eyes of 
the people. Two cases of recent occur. 
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