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NOTES AND COMMENTS.

ToBacco vs. CHURCH.—A Metho-
dist minister is quoted by the
Golden Rule as stating “ that his
whole society spent in a year for the
support of its own church privileges
and missions $841, and 67 church-
members spent $845 for tobacco.”

A USEFUL ASSOCIATION.—An
association lately organized in
Chicago, and known as the “ Youths'
Training and Employment Associa-
tion,” 1s an 1nstitution from which

oood results are expected along the |

line of preventive work. The facts
that have led to its foundation are,
vt in the State of Illinois, there
. gl 2 ;
thousands of boys and girls who

th
are ;
have no homes, or homes worse than
-no training, no instruction,
idle, and
That it

v
i

costs on an average 32,000 fo

none
except in vice ; who are
fast drifting iato crime.

I every

and imprisoned ; that the State has
an I

sought to punish rather than pre
veut crime, and has had no place to
are

. 4 "r
which homeless children, who

not criminals cou'd be sent for care
and training. Its object is to help

homeless aud
inder the })X'(:\‘i\ii)ﬁls of the laws of

t!:»‘ state.

dependent youths,

rev

LANGUAGES.—The relative num
ber of persons speaking the different
languages of the world is, says the
Kirchoff, to decide a dispute as to
the most popular tongue. Chinese
is spoken by 400,000,000, Hindo-
stani by something more than 100,
U\)H,‘H)O, English by more than 100,
000,000, Russian by more than 70,-
000,000, German by 58,000,000,
and French by about 40,000,000,

A NoveL MissioN.—*“ Some years
ago,” says the Moravian, “a party
of twenty persons, mostly from
Chicago, some of them Mr. Moody’s
helpers, started on a mission to the
Holy Land. They have been join-
ed by English sympathizers, and
form a community with a common
purse. A letter in the Boston
Advertiser speaks favorably of them.
Simple nllegiance to Christ and
practical well-doing constitute their
profession and purpose. Their type
1s so unselfish and unworldly, their
relief of the poor and sympathy with
every class have been so spontane-
ous and sincere,-that they have won
the appreciation of Mohammedan
and Bedouin alike, and even the
wretched fellaheen sing their praises.
Some Temanite Jews from Arabia
have been helped by their ministry,
and the fierce trans-Jordanic tribe
of the Adwans welcome their teach-
ings.”

——el > P
Plague of Mice.

Rev. Dr Patterson has given to
the Canadian Record of Science a
most interesting and valuable ac-
count of the Piague of Mice in
Nova Scotia in 1815. The field
mice in that year were so numerous
that they destroyed the crops in
Colchester, Pictou, portions of
Cumberland, Antigonish, Gaysboro,
and Halifax. The area of the
plague was about 4000 square miles,
But toward to the end of winter
they began to arrest attention.
Those engaged in making maple
Sugar were troubled by their foul
ing their troughs for gathering sap.
At this time Dr. McDonald Says
that they were so numerous that a
fall of two or three inches of snow
was literally packed down by their
feet in a short time; and before
planting was over, the woods and
fields alike swarmed with them.
Grenerally their appearance in the
clearings was sudden. One day
they might not appear in a field,
and the next they might be found
in dozens or in hundreds. The
seed grain, sown early, generally
escaped them, but the later sown
and the seed potatoes suffered from
them. A story is told of a man
who made a clearing in the woods
and carried out a quantity of oats to
SOW upon it. But on commencing
his work they came in such swarms
around him, eating the grain as he
sowed it, that after continuing
awhile he threw the whole to them
and returned home in disgust.

By midsummer they swarmed
everywhere. Every observer speaks
of them as being in prodigious
numbers—* In millions’ was the
Common expression. In mowing, a
cut of the scythe would not be made
without killing some. They were
bold too and fierce. If pursued,
when hard pressed, they would
stand at bay, sitting upon their

thus stated by Professor |

haunches, setting their testh and
squealing viciously. The males
fought like little terriers. :On pass-
ing a field one might hear them
squealing in these contests, and
when killed their skins might be
found torn as the result. Boys
sometimes caught them and for
their amusement set them fighting.
They seemed almost amphibious,
readily taking to the water, and
swimming small streams. An in-
teligent man on the East river of
Pictou told me that one of the
places where they were most abund-
ant wason an island in the river
though whether this great increase
was the result of migration
the rapid multiplication
formerly on the island T am unable

o s Ly.

or of

: "
Cats, dogs, martens Jand

foxes gorged themselves upon them

| to repletion, but with little appar-

ent diminution of their numbers.

2, 2 ‘ l"\“ old man, then a boy, told me
criminal arrested, tried, convicted |

that where he lived a cat had
kittens in an outhouse, and used to
hunt for them at night. In the
g he used to amuse himself
counting fthe number of mice she
would bring in, and on one occa-

found it It

mornin¢

S101

over 60, was
noticed that the wild animals be-
come very plenty, but rather 1

should say were attracted from the
woods by the abundance of prey.
One man told me that he has seen
as lll;lll}' as a (i())’.(,‘ll f!)XQ‘S on an
intervale at one time. On the other
hand, the Hon. Samuel Creelman,
of Stewiacke, mentioned to me that
in that settlement the dowmestic cats
assumed a fertile condition and
multiplied so that the next year
they became a nuisance. Theyjwere
so wild that they were a terror to
children, and were hunted and kill
ed in great numbers,

The hay crop was much damaged.
The mice cut so much of it that lay
withered that the scythe, catching
upon it would sometimes slide over
the rest without cutting. But it
was when the grain began to ripen
that their destructiveness became
specially manifest. They then
attacked it in such numbers that
all means were unavailing to arrest
their progress. They have been
known to cut down an acre in three
days, so that whole fields were de-
stroyed in a short time. The Jump-
ing mice would spring at the ear
and thus_bring it to the ground,
but the others were in the habit,
as the country people expressed it,
of junking it. They would nip the
stalk off a little above the ground,
and if, instead of ‘falling over, the
end sank to the ground, leaving it
still upright, they would bite it off
further up, until it fell over, or the
end came within their reach, when
they would either devour the grain
or draw it to their nests, which
were commonly under the roots of
stumps. Over acres on acres they
left not a stalk standing nor a grain
of wheat, to reward the labours of
the farmer. Trenches were dug,
and, when it could be done, filled
with water, but they formed only a
slight barrier to their ravages.
When the grain was consumed, they
so far burrowed in the ground, as
to attack the potatnes,

The result was that while in the
older settlements, where the ¢lear-
ings were large, people by great
effort managed to save a small part
of their crops, in the back settle-
ments and in clearings near the
woods ail their crops were destroy-
ed, with the exception of the hay,
and that was much damaged.

Dr. Patterson states that he
heard from Mr. Trotter a probable
explanation of the vast multiplica-
tion of the mice. According to his
report, one season before, I think
that of 1813 and perhaps also the
one previous, had been extremely
favorable for the production of
mice. Wild fruit and nuts were in
unusual abundance. Then winter
set in with a fall of snow which
covered the giound before it was
frozen, and it remained so covered
the whole season. In the woods,
therefore, in such circumstances and
with such abundance of food, the
mice would maltiply rapidly. Dur-
ing the sumin- - 1814, as Mr. Gra
ham says, they began to show them-
selves, but scill they had sufficient
food in the forest. The summer,
however, did not prove so favorable,
80 that with their increased numbers
and decreased supply of food, by
the spring of 1815 the woods no
longer afforded them the means of
subsistence, and they were driven
to seek it in the clearings. The
same causc, namely, “a failure of
their ordinary food in the woods,”
i8 assigned by Sir. W. Dawson, in
the paper referred to above, I can-
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THROUCH JESUS CHRISYT.”

not but think, however, that if, on
the one hand, there were such cir-
cumstances favorable to their mul-
tiplication, on the other, the des-
truction which had been going on
among the fur-bearing animals for
some time must have been remov
ing one of the natural barriers to
their increase, and
produce the result.

At all events, when we consider
the fecundity of these creatnres,

thus helped to |

that they produce from five to eight |

young at a birth, and this at inter-
vals of from one to two months so
that it has been calculated that a
single pair might in one year pro-
duce 20,000, we need not sur
that

for

with the removal. in

be

nrican ]
prised unaer

i
: .
fa vorat »}s‘,

their increase, and
ANy measure,
of the checks which nature
up against it, they should on oceca-
sions appear in such ove rwhelming
numbers.
D >+
The Bible.

The Dible of 66

books, divided like Isaiah’s prophecy.

1S composed

The first 39 chapters are historical
the x t prophetic. This cor
responds with the books of the Old
and New Testaments. It was
written by 42 different men, living
over a pertod of 1,500 yeurs. They
wrote in at least, three different
languages, represented every variety

’

ne

A

of culture, position and ()wu}»;;!i«ni.
Aund yet their writings make per
fect a unit. This can be explained
only on the hypothesis that a Di
vine mind through these
writers, ¢ Holy men of old spoke
as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost.” The argument from pro-
phecy is impregnable. mly two
infidels have tried to answer it,
Porphyry and Voltaire. They said,
the prophecy is so much like the
event that it must have been writ-
ten after it occurred. There are
666 prophecies, 333 of which refer
to Christ. He illustrated by a tree
on the black-board. The germ is
in the third chapter of Genesis.
“The seed of the woman shail
bruise the serpent’s head.” From
the first branch sprang Seth, from
this Enoch, from this Noah, from
this Abrsham, then Isaac, Jacob,
Judah, David, etc., until the Messiah.
From the time of the going forth
of the decree to rebuild Jerusalem
until the Messiah was to be 70
weeks, 490 years. From the de-
cree of Darius to the birth of Christ
was 457 years. Add the 33
of his life and you have 490,
to the place. Out cof all nations
Judah was taken. Out of her
cities Bethlehem. Of the several
Bethlehems, Bethlehem Ephratah.
The decree of Caesar taxing all
the world took Joseph and Mary
thither. These branches form ¢ the
plant of renown.” When I first
looked upon it, it was enveloped in
a flame of fire and 1 put off the
shoes from my feet for the place
where I stood was holy ground.
The first chapter of Genesis corres-
ponds witih all the discoveries of
Geology. First water. The waters
above divided from the waters be.
neath, the heaving of the land, the
grass, flowers, and trees, the tishes,
mammals, and at last man. Moses
was a God-taught geologist. Isaiah
said, the stars are like the sand 4of
the sea innumerable. From the
mountains of Judah not more than
1000 stars could be seen with the
naked eye. In the whole sweep of
the globe the natural eye cannot
discern 100,000. Modern telescopes
bring into view hundreds of millions
and convince us that this is only
the borderland of creation. Isaiah
was a heaven-taught astronomer.
Light is simply vibration. Sound
is also vibration. Eighteen vibra-
tions per second is the lowest that
can be detected. Above that the
ear cannot discern them. But
then the eye begins to discern them
in the colors of the rain-bow. When
they increase beyond a certain
number they become the white
light. “The morning stars sang
together ;” the word means vibrate
Job was a divinely instructed phil-
osopher.

The Bible must be studied by
books. Ascertain who wrote the
book, to whom, what for, etc. Take
Rath. Some say it is only a love
story and has no right there. That
is a mistake. The central idea in
it is redemption. The redeemer
must be the kinsman of the debtor,
and also of a higher family, and
having the means to deliver. Christ
i8 our elder brother and also the son
of God, and able to save to the
uttermost. Take Esther. God's
providence is pictured, even in the

:u:l,o.-(l
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As

|
|
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' sends him | wek with

circumstances |

has set |

smallest matters. ¢ The king could
not sleep.” This led to the reading
of the records and it was discover
ed that Mordecai had saved the
king’s life. So he is exalted and
Haman is hanged. The name of
od 18 not in the book because God
hides himself in providence. The
scenes change on the stage, but vou
do not see the hand that moves
them. God works in providence,
but we see Him not. Take the
epistle to Philemon. It is onlvy a
letter from Pau!, a pri\‘nm-x'.v to
Philemon, whose servant Onesimus
had run away and likewise stolen
from him. Paul

this letter in

He goes to Paul.

which he intercedes for Onesimn
He prays Philemon to receive him
as a *"' son in']‘)‘.:';l. \-\'f‘..i he does
for Onesimus will be done for him,
| and “ if he have wronged thee let
that be to my account.” * Christ is
our Intercessor. He entreat for
us before God, assumes our oblio ;

tion, and asks God to receive
himself.

for two hours.

The Dr. held the sudienc
/)I'. /’)-'.V I'Soit.,
D> o« o

Words Of Cheer And Counsel.

Dear INTELLIGENCER :—1 wish 1
could write a few lines of encour e
ment to those who strive eazh week
ou just
power for good.

: :
to make v what you are, a

Who can estimate

how much ;’uw(l has been accom
l‘\‘:ixhv([ in the thiz't.\' five vears ol
your mission? sowing beside all

waters ; nearly eichteen hundred
numbers entering so many different
homes, each fraught with words of
good cheer.

We have taken it only a few
months, yet already 1 find myself
looking forward each week for your
Lt
18 80 pleasunt to hear from the dif
ferent churches, and to know that
this year will be to many a happy
one in the truest sense of the word
becanse we hear of numbers who
have listened to the loving call and

return with izm'w:ni:;g pleasure,

have given their hearts to the
Saviour. True happiness cannot

be obtained except in the service of
our Master

We wece wuuch interested in the
piece entitled “ Who are the happy ¥
It seemed such an appropriate ques-
tion just after so Many have wished
us a ‘“ Happy New Year” to ask
“What constitutes the secret of a
happy life since it
the consciousness of
with God? and how
that peace?” If we
the teachings of the
not be left in doubt or perplexity,
for does it not say * Acquaint now
thyself with Him and be at peace.”
[t is ovr duty as well as our privilege
to ‘know the Lord’ and they who
know his name wilil put their trust
in Him. (Ps. ix. 10) Those who
trust will love and those who love
will have that “ peace that passeth
all understanding, joy this world
cannot give or take away.”

Then let us who have tasted of
that divine love Joyfully say,
“Happy the hour in which T was
first led to desire and attain tie
knowledge of God.”

Dear reader ! pause and ask your
self the question *“Is this my ex
perience ¥ It should be if you
wou!d know the meaning of true
happiness, which does not counsist in
where we are so much as in what
we are.

It is to be feared that there are
comparatively few who make the
study of God and of themselves
their chief aim in life; what ever
lse claims their acquaintance they
know Him not. ‘The wicked,
through the pride of their counten
ance, will not seek God, he is not in
their thoughts’ (Ps. x. 4). Yet to
be ignorant, and remain so, is to be
destitute of happiness both in this
life and the life that is to come.
We are told in His word ‘ that the
secret, of the Lord is with those who
love him,” and to those who do not
love Him he says, “Oh! taste and
see that the Lord is good.” Behold
the day will come, saith the Lord,
when everyone shall know me from
least to the greatest, when the earth
shall be covered with the knowledge
of the glory of God as the waters
cover the sea, when the glory of the
Lord shall be revealed and all flesh
shall see it together ‘for the mouth
of the Lord hath spoken it.’

We know these passages refer to
the happy times which are assuredly
coming to the Church, when Jews
and Gentiles, converted alike by
Divine grace, shall be gathered into
the Redeemer’s fold and be happy
under his gracious and sovereign
sway. And the truly happy will be
those who feel that they will be

springs from
pertect peace
can we attain
follow closely
Bible we will
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Another Expelled Missionary.

We hope says the Chris, World,
the London Missionary Society wili
latest act of French provocation,
which is certainly of a most abomin.-
able and irritating character.
81X in the morning

b B

on December 8
last, Rev. John Jones, one of the

revising the S('!'ip'm'a's in his school

room, in the island of Mare,
]

when a

arge steamer ran into the bay, a
boat landed. a im(l_‘»‘ of Krench
othicers marched from it up to the
schooiroom, and their commander
informed the i~~-irm:U'y that he
was under arrest and must leave

land in half-an-hour.

| the 1 No rea
son was  assigned for his expulsion ;

and, though treated politely by the

|
[ french officers, he was taken
‘ :~(!‘ILI';;'}'.! away to ."\lnll)m‘:i, the cap

island of

h"

ital of the convict

A

| ] 1
(,..-ﬂuni:!, wnere was set at
erty

v, and whence, after lt';l\ilig a

Mare is a
nember of the Loyality group in the

)

“‘E’H.'w"ll('(l to -\'\dm‘\',

1 £ ] - )
{ of the F rench

Y
INCW

acific, to the east
koo 1 ¥ P | 1 ] :

| P nal colony of Caledonia.
Mr. Jones has had charge of the
station there for thirty-four vears

,

{ and the natives are greatiy attached

to him. Whenever the French have
a grievance they look round for a
viciim, and Mr. Jones was the only
victim handy on this oocasion. so
they him. Their grievance
appears to be that they are not al-
lowed to do just what they like with
the group of islands that lie to the
east of Queensland in the Coral Sea.
They have turned New
Caledonia into a p ague-spot for
Eastern Australia by transporting
thither the refuse of their French
gaols, and the Australians have a
well-founded suspicion that they
would like to do the same with the
more northerly group—known as
the New Hebrides. But this the
inhabitants of Queeusland are de-
termined not to permit. In spite
of an agreement to the contrary,
however, the French virtuaily took
possession of the group two years
ago, and correspondence on the sub-
Ject has since taken place between
our Government and theirs. Their
present despotic proceeding is the
outcome of their national petulance
at our interference, and affords the
most striking 1illustration of Prince
Bismarck’s declaration last week,
that France hates all her neigh-
bours. But just as they burnt
their fingers over the attempt to in-
jure Mr. Shaw, so in all probability
will they do over the present in-
iquitous treatment of Mr. Jones.
it s itae
Relative Number of Christians.

serzed

aiready

The number of Christians has in
creased century by century until
now they far outnumber the ad-
herents of any other faith. The
ordinary statistics, by which Budd-
hists are made to outnumber Chris-
tians, are totally misleading. The
difference between Quakerism and
the Church of Rome is trifling as
compared with the difference be-
tween sects who are all classed to
gether as Buddhists, but who have
almost nothing in common except
the name and a few merely out-
ward and material resemblances.
To call all Mohammedans Chris
tians would be very much more
reasonable than to consider as ad-
herents of one religion all who call
themselves Buddhists. And this
is not all, for in China, which con-
tains most of the adherents of
Buddhism, this is only one belief
among many. and the same man is
often Buddhist, Taouist, Confuci-
anist, and ancestor worshiper all in
one. Taking Christians and Mo-
hammedans together, it is probable
that there are from five to six hun-
dred millions of people who believe
in one God, Creator, and Governor
of the world, who has revealed him-
self in Jesus Christ, while it is ex-
tremely improbable that even a
third as many are so agreed on any
other creed.—Church Review.
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ANARCHY THE Fruir orF INFIDEL-

1TY.—The Chicago Evening Journal
had an editorial not long ago, en-
titled “ The Fool Hath Said in His
Heart There is no God.” It closes
with the following passage, which is
worthy of being universally read :

“ Every teacher of infidelity, of a
Christless civilization and culture, of
contempt for religion and its divine
‘truths, of disbelief in a Christian

by

-

among that number who will enter
with joy through the gates into the | and his teachings lead t

ontinue to k«o-p calm under the

.‘\«'\V !

protest with the English Consul, he |

WHOLE No.

Gospel, is an anarchist in his h“,a.rt,

0 such sceneg

| as those of the Reign of Terror in

{

| in Chicago.

|

|

i

At |

.‘%nduty’s missionaries, was quietly |

France and of the dynamite tragedy
From Voltaire down
to Bob Ingersoll every public teacher
who has taught disbelief in God, in
the Bible, in a future life, and in
human :u':‘unn‘":.':;n'ir.y. is responsible
for the blood that has been shed in
war against social law and in atone-
ment for crimes against soc iety and

its law.

The anarchist is an enemy of
order. He would overturn and de-
molish every existing law, every

social l'("ﬂl}.‘?f 10N, every form of filith,

.'nul everv meth H{ (-’i, Cl !:‘.f/t‘(l man-

kind. 'f so iety cannot be over-
turned peacetul methods. he be-
lieves that forceful and ilfumly
methods should be ad pted. For
this reason a lawless and immoral
man, whose practices habits, and

}ifw are Ei.'u}. \\Eu' may even “‘7 a
property rights
nas a theoretical
y 18 & good man and a
valuable member of 541:-2.-[\,‘ as

pared with the infidel.

criminal as recards
or viol nce, if he

) |

veietf 1in Goo

l‘(.)'ll_
who, howevep
pure his life, denies the existence of
|’t'1ty. the truth of divine teachings,
and the gospel that was taught by
Jesus Christ."
»v>«..—‘>.<’—

An enterprise of great magnitude
and plnu'li(':zl value has been coms-
,;gﬂwfill (‘l“;“u.‘l.m‘ after five VEears
of labor and the t'\g»wlldilli!‘v‘ of a
million and a half dollars—the
Merced Canal, by means of which not
nn'n‘ll\' the heart of the San  Joaguin
\dl.’(-) (an area 165 suil:u‘e
miles) can be thuruu_f_r}xly n‘ng:ln.tcd
but also un immense water power af-
forded for all sorts of manufactures,
The reservoir, a square mile of space,
18 kept full by a dam thrown across
the Merced River, and vents itself
through the canal, which 1is twenty-
seven miles long. Two large tunnels
were found necessary to the construc-
tion of this canal. The projector of
this gigantic work is a wealthy wheat-
farmer of Merced, Mr. C. H. Huff-
man, and its chief promoter is Mr.
Charles Crocker, the Vice-president
of the Southern Pacific Railroad.
Their work stands at the head of all
irrigating enterprises in this country.
— Herald,

S —

THE OxLy Survivor.— Fifty-six
years ago last month William Lioyd
Garrison and eleven others organized
in Boston the New England Anti-
Slavery Society. Of the twelve men
who signed the constitution of the
society that night Oliver Johnson
alone survives.

o1
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Among Exchanges.
Bap Luck.

Bad luck is simply a man with
his hands in his pockets and his pipe
in his mouth, looking on to see how
it is coming cut. Good luck is a
man of pluck, with his sleeves rolled
up, and working to make it come
out right.—Skhoe and Leather Re-
porter.

WaaAr Tuey Cosr.

The recent Reading strike is
estimated to have cost about $4,.
000,000, as follows: Loss to rail-
roads, $192,000; loss to miners,
$1,680,000 ; loss to iron workers,
$350,000 ; loss to consumners, $8 £$0,-
000 ; loss to Reading companies,
$1,000,000 ; total, $4,062,000. This
is surely a costly method of settling
difficulties. It is about time for
common sense and Christian princi-
ples to suggest some more rational
and honorable way out of the
troubles arising between employers
and employed.—Star.

THE WaALLER CASE.

The case of J. C. Waller and
family, returned missionaries from
Africa, is making quite a breeze in
the papers. They went out te
Africa in connection with Bishop
Taylor’s self-supporting mission, as
it is called, but on account of ill
health they were compelled to re-
turn.  Avriving in New York,
penniless, with children sick, after
vain efforts to receive the attention
that was meet from the parties that
would be expected to relieve their
wants, they found shelter, food, and
sympathy in a pablic house near the
dock at which the steamer in which
they sailed landed. The New York
Advocate says “ they arrived in thas
city sick, homeless, and penniless,
and asked the Committee that sent
them out for temporary relief, and
were repulsed.” The course of thig
Committee in their treatment of

Mr. Waller, and in their defeng> cQ

their faith mission, makes the im-
pression that they have no sympa-
thy with the man who returns from
Africa on accourt of sickness.
Their document is not in the best
temper.—Christian Standard.
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