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Learn to Give.

Learn to give, and thou shalt bind
Couuntless treasures to thy breast;

Learn to love and thou shalt find
Only they who love are blest.

Learn to give and thou shalt know
Thay the poorest are whe hoard ;

Learn to love, thy love shall flow
Deeper for the wealth outpoured.

Iearn to give, and learn to love;
Only thus thy life can be

Foretaste of the life abovs,
Tinged with imm riality.

Give, for God to thee hath given ;
Jiove, for He by love is known ;
Child of God and heir of heaven,
Let thy parentage be shown.
~—Lucy A. Bennett, in The Chrirtian.
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Empty Mansions.

I can count up, in San Francisco
and vicinity, at least five of them.
They are elegant and costly enough
for royal palaces, and they are new
a8 well as costly. But they are
empty. Why? Those who built
and own them could not be content-
ed to stay in them. Some are in
New York and some are in Europe;
and these splendid hcmes, on which
was lavished all that wealth could
buy to make them attractive, are
occupied by hired servants who live
in the basement and only go ug-
stairs to dust and to sweep. The
aggregate cost of these mansions,
with their carved furniture, their
80lid silver table service and their
imported works of art, is not less
than three millions of dollars. The
annual interest on the investment
18 two hundred thousand dollars.
This interest would pay the rent of
a thousand homes for families in
moderale circumstances, and yet
the capital that it represents is in
those shut-up houses, which are
only a source of care and anxiety
to their absentee owners.

One of these millionaires, now in
Europe, first built for himself, wife
and two children a palace of forty
rooms in San Francisco. It was in
the most aristocratic part of the
city, and the views of the bay and
the ocean from
magnificent. But in a year or two
the lord of this mansion thought
that he ought to have a correspond
ing country-seat. He bought a
hundred acres two miles from a rai!-
road station. He graded, he plant-
ed, he built, he adorned, until he
had a second home that was like a
royal palace, with its park of live-
oaks and its wealth of rare exotics.
Surely a man might be willing to
divide his time between two such
homes! But, no; he had not occu-
pied the country-seat, in which he
invested a million of dollars, for a
year, until he determined to go to
Europe. And there +he is now,
posicg as a California millionaire,
and fishing, it is said, for some
pretty title, while a steward, cross
as Cerberus, guards his California
home, and no visitor is permitted
even to enter its enchanted grounds.

its windows were

What are the lessons of these
empty mansions!
= .\lnm'y alone can not make a

home. All the elegances and
luxuries that it can buy fail to
satisfy the carnal heart. If that
family had remained in wmoderate

(.'il'L'l“ll\'[JHn‘t‘\ :LIU{ ll:ul H'«'lll‘m]. '1»\'
toil and economy, a house of their
own with six rooms and vard
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might have been proud of it and
]1.’1“»»\' n it. But

shrul»}w:‘\' they

when wealth in
creased, and they began to gratify
their tastes, their vanity and their
pride, they could find no stopping
place. The idea! mansion when
completed was a prison, and they
fled from it to wander
a distant land.

2. How blinding is selfishness !
How it mocks and cheats us! That
man and his family thought to find
happiness in spending their money
on themselves, But they have
learned that such spending is like
gathering

homeless 1n

living waters into a
stagnant pool to putrify and poison
the &ir. Suppose, instead of one of
these mansions, they had expended
a million dollars in building a
hospital, or an asylum, and that
they could go there day after day
and see hundieds of sufferers made
comfortable by their liberaliry.
This would have been happiness.
Now they have only gi'ded misery.

3. We will not be happy even
in the heavenly mansions, if we go
there with unregenerated hear:s.
One of our selfish California millior-
aires, if put in possession ¢f a ce
lestial palace, surrounded by trees
of hife, would waut to get on a comet
and go out into the dep:hs of space.
He could not be conte: ted, Lecause
selfishness is a hungry monster, and
would if possib'e, devour a universe
and then ask for more. We who
are poor ought to thank Ged, that
having food and raiment we may
therewith be content.—Journal and
Messenger.
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The “Freethinker’ not a Freethinker.

Certain_men claim vauntingly
that they exercise Free Thought.
They claim to be “Liberal,” that is,
free from bias and prepossessions.
They claini to be indepe:dent of o'd

prejudices and exterior influences,
this c'aim implying that the con-
clusions to which they have arrived
are the truth. They sometimes call
themselves Truth-seekers, as if they
alone sought the truth, while all
others attempted only to brace up
old opinions whether right or wrong.

But it may be asserted that the
Freethinkers, so called, are not free,
but are under the bondaze of pre-
judice, under the dominion of the
strongest bias against Christianity.
Their loudly claimed freedom is like
that of the mar who said he was
open to conviction but he defied any
ten men to convirce him. Instead
of entering on an investigation with
an earnest and single desire to find
out the truth, they set out with
opinions already formed, and with
the determination to disprove at all
hazards the claims of Christianity.
So far from being free they are
blinded to everything whickfmay be
said in favor of religion and thus
are tied up to their skeptical con-
clusions.

Many of these Freethinkers are
men of corrupt character. Their
conventions pass resolutions fiercely
condemning the laws against the
circuiation of obscene literature.
They are men of profligate habits,
and thus are unable to judge fairly
of a religion which demands a pure
life. Others, whose private charact
ers are respectable, are men of
theory, opinionated crochety, and
so are unable to give a candid con-
sideration to the evidence of Chris-
tianity. The so called Freethinkers
are not liberal but prejudiced, not
free to arrive at just conclusions
but tranmeled by prepossessions.

This is proved by the fact that
not one of them can make a fair
statement of the doctrines of Chris-
tianity and the arguments in its
support. For a man to be truly
libéral, that is free from prejudice,
iIs to be able to put himself
in the other man’s place—
to look at the matter as his oppo-
nent looks at it, to
why it is that his
this particular view!

understand
neighbor takes

No man can
ciaim to be liberal-minded unless he
can state the view of his opponent
in a form which the latter wiil ac-
cept as correct, and can clearly state
any arguments in supgort of that
view, If he can do this and he still
rejects the doctrine it is plain that
he rejects it not because he is so

prejudiced that he cannot see what |

the idea is nor what can bé said in
support of it, but beecause be
weightier arguments on
side.

sees
the other
Now, among the writings of
those who c¢laim t0 be free thinkers,
we look in vain for any fair state-
ment of doctrines of Christianity,
and of course there is no intelligent

appreciation of the arguments in |

support of these doctrines. There-
fore, it is not putting it too strong-
ly to say that they are destitute of
the broad-headed liberality of the
candid disputanr, that so far from
being followers of Reason they nev-
er stop to weigh arguments, that in
stead of being free in thought, they
are the slaves of preconceived judg
ments. —Chris. /fl«/-"[/'r r.
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Sulkers,

—

We have felt sometimes hke ad-

ding a new clause to the Litany
that should read, “From sulkers,
good Lord, deliver us.” We use

the term “sulkers” in a general sense |

meaning those who relapse into
sulks after an outburst of temper,
and those likewise who indulge in
th('“l I"'““l sSO1lNe cause (”i]}' \.‘l;{llt‘l\'
suspected, or wholly unsn.\l»w?wi,
by those around them.

Whether such moods POSSess one
because he thinks that he has reason
to feel offended, or whether they
arise from some source, l)l'()l)?l}f!j\'
physically unknown to himself. in
dulgence in them is Inexcusable.
In the former case the offender, if
the offence has been unintentional,
would be glad to have it pointed
out to him, so that he could apolo
gize and try to atone for it. He
would much rather usually, be told
of his shortcomings, than bear the
weight of siient wrath, and experi-
ence an uncomfortable sense of be-
ing in disgrace for days together.
Moreover, he has a rizcht to kno v
when he has given offence, and
shou'd be informed, unless it has
been so obviously marked and in-
tentional that the one offended is
sure that it was not unc msciously
given, Even tle) an explanation
of the cause of his anger made by
the latter in a Christian spirit is
preferable to silent resentment. and
18 far more likely to smooth away
the trouble. Let no good person
for a moment 1mugine that it is
more meritorious to bear offences
in silence than to speak, if that
silence 18 in.ended simply as a
medium of showing anger or resent-
ment. To bear insult or suffer
mjustice in the silence which is only
silence in so far that the a.grieved
one makes 10 reply in kind, and
maintains a demeanor as cheerful
and pleasant as though nothing
had happened, is evidence of the

possession of an amount of grace
that makes him almost a saint.
Would that all Christians more

earnestly sought'such grace! Prayer

and effort will surely obtain it in
due season. In the meantime, if
anger must thave expression, let it
find expression in words, not neces-
sarily in angry speech, but in words
of remonstrance and exp‘mmtim,
uttered in a kindly macner. Until
they can be spoken kindly, it is
desirable, of course, to restrain one’s
self, and keep silent.

If the mood arises simply from
an unaccountable feeling of irrit-
ation that inclines one to sullen
silence and a gloomy counfenance

the better for the sufferer and those
who suffer with him; for one person
in such a mood is an incubus that
weighs heavily on every one near
him who is at all sensitive, perhaps
drawing such persons finally into a
simi'ar condition, to the extent that
they also find it a difficult matier to
be agreeable, and to speak pleasant-
ly

A resolute attempt to look cheer-
ful and speak a pleasant word, in
our own experience, has proved so
effectual a charm for breaking such
evil moods, we would like to recom-
mend it o all who are ever afflicted
with them. It is alike efficacious
from whatever source the spells may
proceed; and whether they find ex-
pression in su ky silence, or in sullen
fault-finding with everything and
everybody, as they do with a certaiu
class of people, whether this class or
the one that keeps silence is the
more disagreeable it would be
difficult to say.

Christians cannot be too careful
about giving and taking offence.
Much injustice msy be done if one
is quick to become offended; and let
him who is careless about giving
offence remember the Saviour’s
words, “Woe unto the world because
of offences. For it must needs be
that offer.c2s come; but woe to that
man by whom the offence cometh !”
—Chris. at Work.
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God’'s Work Must be Done,

A distinguished General related
this pathetic incident of his own
experience in our civil war. The
General’'s son was a lieutenant of
a battery. An assanlt was being
made. The father was leading his
division in a charge. As he pressed
on in the field, suddenly hiseye was
| caught by the sight of a dead battery
| officer lying just before him. One
!;:I:uufe- showed him it was his own
His fatherly impu'se was to
stop beside the dead body and give
vent to his grief; but the duty of the
moment demanded that he press on
in the charge. So, quickly snatch-
ing one hot kiss from the dead lips,
he went on leading his command in
the assault.

No Aaron was summoned away
from grief to duty, and could not
pause for any mourning on the death
of his two sons. Usually the pres-
sure 1s not so intense, and we can
{ pause longer to weep and do honor
to the memory of our dead; yet the
principle is the same. God does not
want us to waste our life in tears.
! We are to put our grief into new
energy of service, and it shou'd
m 1ke us more reverent,more earnest,
more useful rod’s work must not
be al'lowed to suffer whi'e we st p
to mourn. The fires wust still be
I kept burning on the alter, and the
worship must stiil goon. The work
in the household, in the store, in
the field, must be taken up again
the sooner the better. This is a
lesson we learn well, that
SOrrow comes, we

S0,

need to
when a shock of

i the !H(h of illl'.\'
service. Westminaster Teacher.
- - -

A Sermon By Father Tayor.

| [ once heard Father Taylor preach
(& sermon on the Atonement. It
| was all in a style that nobody but a
sailor could understand, a style that
every sailor could comprehend, al-
though a treaties on this subject
from an up town pu'pit would have
“Greek” to him. This was
one of the passages: “You are
dead in tiespusses and sins, and

h('t'll

amongst the baliast, and you can't
get out for there is a ton of sin on
the main hateh. You shin up the
| stanchions and try to get it open,
but you can’t. Your riga purchase.
You get your handspikes, eapstan
| bars, and watch tackles, but they
are no gcod. You can’t start it.
Then you begin to sing ea: for help.
You hail all the saints you think
are on deck, but they can’t help you.
At last you haii Jesus Christ. He
-€0 nes straight along All he wanted
»u8 to be asked. He just claps his
shoulder te that ton of sip. -~ It rolls
off, and then he says, “Shipmates,
come out’” Wel if you don’t come
out, it is all your own faun't.”

[t was on the Sunday before a
State election. Briggs was the can-
didate of the Whig party, but Fa.
| ther Taylor desired that he should
i be elected beeuse he was a religious
|man, This was his prayer: “O
Lord, give us good mep to ru'e over
us, just en, teperence men,
Christian men, men who fear Thee,
who obey Thy commandments, men
who—But, O Lord, what’s the use
of veering and hauling and point.

the sooner the evil speil is broken,

ing all round the compass? Give us
George N. Briggs for governor!”
His prayer was answered on the
next day. Father Taylor was elo
quent, humorous, and pathetic by
turns. Sometimes all these char-
acteristics seemed to be merged in
ne. These and many others of his
traits interested me, but I loved
him because, first and last and all
the time, he was the sailor’s friend.
—John Codman, in the August
Century.
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Transfisured Sorrow.

You may not know how it is sup
posed the pearl is formed. A grain
of sand, or some foreign substance,
getting enterance within the shell of
an oyster, hurts its sensitive body,
which, }' 1ving no power to expel the
cause of pain, covers.it wi‘h a se-
cretion, and, by degrees, rounds cft
all sharp angles, moulds it into =a
sphere, and finishes it with a polish-
ed surface. Thus it acc pts the in-
evitable presence as a part of its
life, and when it dies yields up,shap-
ed and perfect gem, lovely with the
tints of the skies, a jawel whose
worth is far beyond the pain that
gave it existence.

God often introduces into human
lives some element of discomfort, un-
res', or suffering—a thorn in the
flesh, that cannot be plucked out, a
burden that must be borne, a daily
cross not to be laid down. Some
souls thus dealt with chafe again:t
the trial; they contend with i. till
their sensibilities are lacerated by
its cruel edges, and their hearts be-
come morbid and bitter. They
make its presence one long pe:pet-
ual pain and poison. Others, re-
cognizing the trial as Heavensent,
not to be escaped, accept it, not
with joy, indeed, but with meekness;
and though it press hard and sharp-
ly, they wear it with a sweet pati-
ence that day by day, enables them
to carry it more easily. [teven be-
comes a source of an inward deve-
lopement, the growth of a grace
which at the last proves to be the
crowning, adorning attribute of
| their character, the especial quality
which, rounded.out to perfect sym-
wetry, reflects the beauty of hea-

ven,—iustrated Christian Weekly.
—etlD >+ e

may not be paralyzed by it, but may |
| rise again at once and press on in |
and appointed |

buried too, down in the lower hold |

It Looks Bad for a Minister, Ect,

Frequently in hearing church
members and others referring to
certain sins, we have this perora-
tion. *‘Especially does it look bad
for ministers” to do so and so. In
commenting on the sinfulness of
worldly amusements there is usual-
ly the above mentioned annex,
“This would especially be bad for
| ministers to indulge in.” Also in
| regard (o habits, such as using to-
| b cco drinking, betting or any hing
 else of like evils. These things we
are informed, are especially bad for
ministers,

Now, why these evils referred to
should be especa''y bad for minis-
ters some might fail to comprehend.
[t is 10 be feared that thereisagreat
|deal of hypocritical upology for sin
( iu this idea of sinning heing consid
(ered ‘‘especiilly bad for ministers.”
[f a habit, sinful indulgence, or any-
t.hi!.'_: ’..}h‘.l(‘.’\' sinful {is especially bad
' Tor ministers, wiat is the reason, in
the light of God’s Word, that it is
not especially bad for everybody
to indulge in what is questionable
|or wrong! A positive assurance of
| ultimate victory and salvation is
probably seen in the condition of
this statement. “Be thou faithful
untodeath. And 1 will give thee a
a crown of life.”” * It is not added
that this is especially appiicable to
ministe: s — Ex,

- —
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i The Power of a Track.

A young Hindu of some educa-
| tion fell into bad habits, and in his
| extremity stole £3 from

W

his aunt.
| Passing on his way he found in his
path the “Heart Book,” a small
treatise translated and printed in
his own langunge. On reading it
‘hiri attention was arrested and his
| conszience aroused. He went home
{mnf«-swd his thef-, and restored the
i money. For six months he read
| and re-read the graphic description
of his own heart wrongs in the little
book. IHis conscience, so seared
and dead l.efore, now gave him no
rest. Mis auut advised him to go
to a friend in a near village, who
had a larger bock, which they call-
ed ‘God’s Word.,” He went, bor-
| rowed the friend’s Bible, read
‘1 as he had read the “Heart Book.”
He was converted. ceased all idol-
atrous worship and rites, and was
baptized. His fumily persecuted
him, cast him out, and performed
' his  funeral rites, but he lives an
| earnest, happy Chistian.

Friexpsuip.—Mr, Beecher said
at one time: ““The leaves of a tree do
not fall faster from it after a hard au
tumnal frost than do the friends of a
man drop away from him after he has
been touched by adversity.” Tiis
may be trueif he has proven himself,
in his reverses, unworthy of confi-
dence, or if he has used his friends
only for what might be got out of
them. But if the friendship is
founded in Christian fellowship,
adversily no more than prosperity
will change the feelings or rela'ions
of those who are true friends.
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DO YOU WANT GOOD LIFE INSURANCE? § .. w5

If you do examine what the Confederation Life has to offfll . —
0 The B
1. Its Premium rates are as low as the lowest.

2. Its Profits are unexcelled by Companies which charge much highg
rates.

3. Its financial standing is unquestioned.

If you desire proof of any of the above statements apply in person or
letter.

Mark the following :—
1. DISBURSEMENTS TO POLICY HOLDERS IN 1887.

Johnny Per
ine years old,
s, had not l
.\c too much
One day he ¢
ish I were a

For Death Claims....... SR BRI NN u s SIS 4 B e el ... $104,95¢ (i VDY, Joh
T s B LRGN e SR e e s ene o Eabsierdsviba < s 1,731 g “So that
Endowment Claims..eeeeeve........ PRI SO et PO O R T 5,433 W lackberry pie
Surrendered Policies.eeeensee. ... .. T U R B T, o 20,308 (. . Don't yo
BRI . . . sa s RS A L R sesses . . 4 o oesses 208,412 ( My
Temporary Reductions....... PRI A AR R - S T $ 28,639 jguou want t - &
2. SECURITY OFFERED, “Yes, WS
D atove ol Laabities .. ..o 0L G or 8 129,413 Ofometimes  tW
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Hamivron, Canapa, April 4, 1888
SENECA JoNEs, Esq.,

AGENT CONFEDERATION LiFE Association, HaMILton,
DEgar Sig :

It gives me great pleasure to state that ever since I have been insured i
your Company, I have been more than satistied.

About 15 years ago, when I insured first in your Company, the annul

premium was about $18.00 per thousand, but having taken it with profits fu
life, it is now reduced te §7 per thousand.

[ am very sorry indeed that I did not insure for ten times the amom

when I took my first policy. I advise all young men to insure when young
and in your Company.

Yours very truly, W. DIXON.
O

W.G.GAUNCE, Gen. Agent, F'ton
W. B. COULTHARD,
Local Agent, Fredericton
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