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—8. 8. ConvexrtioN. The World’s 1
Sunday School Convention in London
was largely attended. There

five hundred foreigndelegates present.

were

The reports showed that a great work
is being done in Sabbath Schools. We
hope to have fuller particulars to pub-
lish later.

—DiscraceruL.  Notwithstandirg
the great wealth of the established
church in Fngland, it is a fact, not
generally known we think, that no
suitable provision is made for those
ministers who, worn out in the service,
are command
galaries. The case is given of one who
since his retirement from active work
has become so reduced incircumstances
that he was recently compelled to
apply to the Poor Law authorities for

no longer able to

| them, indeed regards them asa menace |

the minister with aplifted arms and
swiftly moving fingers was solemnly
reading the Lord’s Prayer in concert
with the little bunch of silent wor-
shippers, a janitor in the gallery was
noisily sweeping. It was all one to the
band at the chaneel, however, whether
it was & noise in the gallery or a
cannonading in the street. They
arose together and sat down together,
and said ‘“‘Amen” with their fingers.
When a pew-comer tip-toed up the
aisle in squesky shoes, no one looked
around to see what the had on. They
didn’t know she was coming until she
sat down in their But
they did rivet their gaze on the sur-
pliced figure in front. Not a move
escaped them, for every move meant

midst. how

something. It was a peculiar manner
They didn’t
git with bowed heads, they sat upright

and watched the minister's hands. His

in which they prayed.

was the only head bowed.

— “HoLINESS ASSOCIATIONS.”
impression

The
been sought to be
that the
church is in

has
oiven in these Provinces
Methodist

hearty

Episcopal

sympathy with *‘‘Holiness

Associations,” are

as they called,
while the fact is that the church as a

whole has little or no sympathy with

Here is an |
Methodist
paper, which very well expresses the
views of the Methodist press genlerally

to the best christian work.

extract from a California

on the subject :

““There has been of late considerable
discussion concerning ‘holiness associa-
tions.” We have held only one opinion
about them for several years past. Out
here they have broken up icto frag-
ments, and many that entered them
are out of the church. The members
of the several churches that went into
them could have done far more good if
they had remained faithful to their
own churches and pastors. They have
spent their time and money and influ-
ence, abd have nothing to shew for it
that we can see. DBesides that, if they
are living pure lives and giving faith-
ful testimony, that is just what the
church needs. When they went oft
they iniured God’s church aad dissi-
pated their own influence. We have
constantly endeavored to advise them,
as we believed, according to the truth.”

-

—Tue Ruom Perrrion. The rum
men of this city have presumably suc-
ceeded in getting the requisite num-
ber of signatures to the petition to
bring on‘another vote for the repeal of
the C. T. Act. They give notice by
their solicitor, E. B. Winslow, that

relief, and was admitted to the Work-
house.

—Muce A Memeer., It is stated
that the Evangelical Alliance in Phil-
adelphia recently dizcovered a woman
who was a member of thirteen
churches. Her manifold membership
is accounted for by the fact that she
was receiving aid from the whole thir-
teen churches. She evidently found
t profitable. Jut that she could
carry out her scheme does not speak
very well for the carefulness of the
churches.

—CHRISTIANITY AND CIVILIZATION,
Christianity, says Cheuevix, is the
summary of all civilization. It con-
tains every argument which could be
urged in its support, and every pre-
cept which explains its nature. Form-
er systems of religion were in conform-
ity with luxury, but this alone seems
to have been conceived for the reli-
gion of civilization. It has flourished
in Europe while it has decayed in
Asia, and the most civilized nations
are the most purely Christian.

—Too FaminiaR. Robert Hall,
criticizing the habit of a lady addicted
to easy, and over-familiar talk of the
Divine Being, once remarked : *‘1t is
a great mistake to affect this kind of
familiarity with the XKing of kings,
and speak of him as though he were a
next-door neighbor, from the pretense
of love.” Her mistake was one that
sundry good people still fall into, both
in worship and conversation.

—Toracco Usine. Commenting on
the use of tobacco by ministers, a
Presbyterian paper says :

The minister of the (Gospel i8 to be a
mtern for boys and young men. If
is example preaches in tavor of
tobacco, no preaching in words can
wholly counteract the evil influence.
Therefore, tobacco using is a real mis-
fortune and drawback to a pastor. We
would not for a moment deny that
there are now, as there have geen in
the past, good men and men who do
g:at good and yet use tobacco; but
ause we feel that it is a pity to mar
the good in any measure, or to mix
any measure of evil with it, we would,
if we could, persuade all our brethren
to emancipate themselves from the
slavery of this indulgence. For it
cannot be denied that, mmore andmore,
tobacco-using 18 a reproach and a
hindrance to a Gospel minister.

~ Dear-Mure WorsHirrers, This
account of the worship of a congrega-
tion of deaf mutes in Chicago ona re-
cent Sabbath is interesting and
pathetic.

It was a strange spectacle. While

the petition will be deposited in the
office of the Registrar of Deeds on
Thursday, Aug. 8th to remain there
ten days for examination by any who
wish to see it.

If the petition turns out to be all
right the date of voting will probably
be fixed at as early a time as possible.
It is now the duty of the Temperance
people of the community to organize
to resist the attempt to legalize the
rum trade here. There is no time to
be lost. The petition ought to be de-
feated in a decisive way, and it can be
if the opponents of the rum traffic
stand well together and do as energetic
work as they have shown themselves
capable of in former contests. Let
the forces be marshaled at once. There
must be neither over-confidence nor
the weakness of fear in the presence
of any enemy as unserupulous and
desperate as the rumsellers. They
will leave no bad means unused to ac-
complish their wicked purpose; and
temperance people and gooc citizens
generally must, in the use of every
honourable effort, meet and defeat
them. ‘‘There is no discharge in this
" 'The fight must be to the death.

et P

Some Things Encouraging.

war,

We have recently attended four
District Meetings—the Second, Fifth,
First and Sixtbh, i1n the order men-
tioned. They include the churches in
tive Counties—Carleton, Queens, Viec-
toria, Kings and Westmoreland. The
rumber of churches enrolled in these
Districts is eighty-five. Their mem-
bership is, in round numbers, about
six thousand. We are glad to be able
to repeat the statement made in our
letters that all these meetings were
unusually good and encouraging. We
do not put it too strongly when we
say that they were in many important
respects better and more encouraging
than for several years. This is not
only our own opinion, but the same
opinion has been expressed to us by
scores of brethren, ministers and lay-
men, who were anxiously and carefully
watching everything in connection
with them. Some, even, who were
not expecting the meetings to be of
much interest and strength, readily
acknowledged that they were agreeably
surprised by their character.,

We wish in this article to point out
some of the encouraging signs which
were so evident that none who were
present could fail to notice them.

The attendance was large. It had
been supposed by some that there
might be a noticeable decréase in the

—

stead, there was an increase. We have
never attended the meetings of these
Districts when there was a fuller re-
presentation of the churches than this
year. It is a good sign when the
churches are fully represemted, and
when the people not only in the im-
mediate vicinity buc those also from
distant parts of a District show an
eagerness to be pregent.

The interest of the members, not
only in the immediate proceedings
but in the effect of those proceedings
on the work of the year, was very
marked. And not only the members,
but the great body of the other at-
tendants seemed equally interested.

The devotional meetings8 were sea-
sons of blessing. The Divine presence
was with the worshippers. The testi-
which were numerous and
hearty, were by men and women who
knew whereof they spoke, who had
clear understanding of the truth and
deep experience of the saving power
of the Gospel, and who were confident
and glad therein. We do not recall a
single dull or uninteresting meeting.

monies

CUnity of spirit was very manifest.
There was no jarring, ne friction
Love abounded; and all felt that it
was indeed ‘‘ good and pleasant for
brethern to dwell together in unity.”

There was great unanimity of action,
There was no indication of the exist-
ence of sectional, party or personal
The interests of
the cause of Christ had the chief place
in thought and feeling ; how best to

schemes or interests.

promote the Christian work eommitted
to the denomination was the chief an-
xiety of every one; and there was a
heartiness of cooperation which was
truly refreshing and stimulating.

Loyalty to the denomination’s teach-
ings of truth and methods of work was
a pleasing feature of all the meetings.
It was not shown so much in talk about
it as in the hearty interest taken in
everything designed for the strength
and continued prosperity of the deno-
mination. There was an evident ap-
preciation of the fact that Free Bap-
tists have an important work intrusted
to them, that they stand for much of
sound Christian dcctrine, and that in
faithfulness to God they must, without
unneceseary interference with other
christian bodies, carry on their mission
with increasing vigour.

The reports of the churches show
many encouraging things.

The number of churches having
regular pastoral oversight seems to be
increasing each year. And there is a
manifest anxiety to bave the regular
ministry of the word and the watchful
care of faithful pastors.

Prayer-meetings are generally sus-
tained. Not only the prayer-meetings
on the Sabbaths when the pastor is
not present, but mid-week meetings
also., There are comparatively few
churches that do not observe the mid-
week time for prayer and Christian
testimony. It is noticeable, too, that
the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper is
more generally and regularly observ-
ed.

The financial statements of the re-
ports are better than they used
to be. There is more liberal support
of the ministry and more general con-
tributions to the general branches of
denominational work. The churches
are evidently coming to better under-
stand that there is something for them
to do besides endeavoring to support
local interests, and are realizing more
the importance and blessing of partici-
pation in the undertakings of the body
designed to promote the Kingdom of
Christ at large.

The systematic apportionment to
the District and by them to the
churches of the amount needed for
Foreign Missions is having good effect,
Quite general attention is being given
to the matter, and we feel sure that
the results next year will be even bet-
ter than this year. We have noticed
that where the pastors, or, in the ab-
sence of pastors, the other officers of
the churches interest themselves in
this there is very little difficulty in
raising the amount required.

The sisters of the W. F. Mission
Society are faithfully and successfully
prosecuting their work all over the
field. In the District where some
falling off this year was anticipated by
many, there was a substantial increase
in the amount contributed, indeed the
contributions reached a higher mark
than ever before. And not only was
more money raised, but the ladies re-
port an increase of local societies and
a very marked and promising increase
of devotion to the cause.

Sabbath schools never received more
attention than now. The churches
seem fully alive to the importance of
the careful religious teaching of the
young, and much consecrated energy
is devoted to this branch of the work.
No Christian effort yields larger re-
turns.

Other points might be mentioned,
but the foregoing will suffice to show

number present at the meetings, In.

the brethren generally and all inter-

T

ested in the work of the denominaticn
that there is much reason to ‘‘thank
God and take courage.” We have not
for several years attended District
Meetings so good throughout. The
ministers, old and young, are in good
heart, and the laity are under the influ-

ence of revived hope and quickened
courage. ¥

All this would not be so noticeable
nor so #worthy of mention but that
there has been some fear of the effects
of the action of Conference at its last
session in the disfellowship of several
brethren for teaching doctrines not in
accordance with the denominational
standards. The friends of the dis-
fellowshipped have claimed that the
churches would be divided and the
work, generally, paralyzed. And even
some who knew that the Conference
could not do other than it did, had
more or less fear that the influence of
the schism would quite
weaken our work.

seriously

There is, however, no longer reason
The churches in gener-
al have demonstrated their loyalty to
the doctrines and methods of the de-
nomination.

for such fear.

The separation instead
of causing weakness has resulted in
Immediately on the
removal of the cause of

real strength.
difference,
which was surely working weakness, a
process of solidifying began and has
been steadily going on, till there is
today a real unity of the body which
was unknown for three or four years.
The Lord has surely set the
His approval on the course pursued
for the preservation of the interests
He has put in our keeping and the
propagation of the doctrines for which

geal of

we stand.
—— o WD+ G
The International Missionary Union
Convention.

Harriseure, Penn., July 19, 89,
Dear Intelligencer : So many times
while attending the delightful meetings
of theInternational MissUnion at Bing-
hamton, N. Y., last week, did I think
of my dear N. B. and N. 8. friends,
and wish they could be with us. The
pastors and all others interested in
missions would have learned much,
and what is quite as important, would
have imbibed enthusiasm for future
work .

The churches of Bridgeton, N. J., !
received such refreshing from the
annual convention of our 1. M. U. last
year that it was heartily invited to
come to Binghamton this year. In-

Turkey and Mrs. Morton of the Cana-
dian Presbyterian Mission in Trinidad.

How I wish that all your pastors and
people could have attended this de-
lightful convention with us. We were
looking for other Canadian mission-
aries, but had only four this year, the
Mortons of N. 8., whom we all greatly
enjoyed, and who told us much that
was interesting of their work in the
West Indies, and the Hallams of On-
tario, who had labored in India. OUne
of our Canadian brethren suggested
that the next Convention be held in
Hamilton, Ont., but it is more pro-
bable that the Exe:utive Committee
will select a more central place. This
body of returned missionaries in Ame-
rica, so many of whom for one reason
or another, are not able to resume
labor abroad,should accomplish & great
work in the home churches. Some of
them possibly can serve the mission-
ary cause better at home than on

| fureign shores, but I have yet to find

the first missionary who doesn’t long
to go back to his station and devote
the rest of life to toil for the evangeli-
zation of benighted millions.

- pEk PR LK

— ) < ————
Missiom Work News.

A spiritual awakening has visited the
churches of Madagascar. Sixty per-
sons in Betsileo were converted, and
the work has spread to Autananarivo.

—The raiio of the gain in converts in
all the Protestant missions in China
during the last decade is about 140 per
cent ; and in Japan it is over three
hundred per cent.

—Missionary work in the Samoan Is-
lands, of which so much has been said
politically of of late, has beeun carried
on for more than fifty years by the
London Missionary Society. The
number of church members is given as
3,714* and adherents, 15,734.

—The Moravians began their mission-
ary work among the heathen of the
high latitudes 156 years ago, and the
people of the west coast of Greenland
are practically a Christian people. The
work of this noble pioneer missionary
church is now meeting with gratifying
success in Alasks.— Golden Censer.

—Dr. Abel Stevens, writing from Yo-
kohama, says, ‘‘I have been inspect-
ing the great Asiatic battle-field, and
I report the general conviction of both
foreigners and intelligent natives here
that the epoch of a grand social and

deed the how and the why of this ! religious revolution has set in in India,

are so imteresting, I'll venture to take
a line or two in telling your readers.
A lady from Binghampton, N, Y., was
visiting her mother at Bridgeton, N.
J., during session of the [. M. U, last
summer. She came home with sach

glowing accounts of the missionary4

meeting that the pastors and people of
this New York city, so very pleasantly
located at the confluence of the Sus-
quehanna and the Chewaugo, sent us
an earnest invitation to their homes
and churches. How this illustrates
personal interest and influence. One
woman introduced our Lord to
Samaria, and what a blessing followed!
And what may not one disciple of His,
be he ever so humble, accomplish for
the Master if but guided and guarded
by Him.”

The Missionary Convention occupied
a full week. On the Sabbath the pul-
pits of from a dozen to a score of
churches were supplied by missionaries
from many lands, Forty-six of these
toilers from far away fields were pres-
ent, viz., from Africa 1, Bulgaria 1,
Burmah 4, China 13, India 11, Japan,
2, Persia 6, Siam 1, Singapcre 1, Tur-
key 4, and West Indies 2. These
men and Women represented nine
missionary societies and I don’t Know
how many sects. But there was no
telling to what church one belonged,
such was the blessed harmony and
Christian fellowship of those delight-
ful days. We all were of the ‘‘uone
church” and of the ‘‘ore faith.”

Each day there were three sessions
of the convention. The first was from
9 a. m, till noon. The opeuing hour
was always 2ne of devotional exercises
and everyb)dy seemed to think it was
the most precious hour of the day. It
brought out so many striking illustra-
tions of God’sjgoodness and guidance
amid trials in pagan lands, The re-
mainder of the forenoon was devoted
to business and to letters and papers
from our ‘‘Outlook Committee’” in
distant and different parts of the
world. Some of these admirable com-
munications will probably appear in
the I. M. U, Department of the Mis-
sionary Review, where 1 hope not a
few of your readers may peruse them.

The afternoon sessions from 3 to b
p. m. were given up to spirited dis-
cussions of missionary themes, to plan-
ning work for future meetings, and to
the consideration of individual fields,
¢. g., Persia, {Trinidad. The evenings
were occupied with public meetings
and platform addresses. One evening
the ladies conducted the exercises and
spirited addresses were made by Mrs.
Quinton of Philadelphia, Miss West of

China, and Japan ; that this old Asiatic
heathendom is generally giving way
before the continually increasing power
of Western thought and Christian civ-
ilization. ”
—When we consider how much prayer
and persuasion it takes to furnish even
a small number of missionaries for for-
eign lands, it seems doubly distressing
that so many rumsellers and dishonest
general traders are quite willing to go
and settle in the same spot. The devil
finds so many base souls, eager to go
anywhere in his service....And yet
these creatures pass among the ignor-
ant nations as representatives of a
Christian civilization.—Interior.
—What the gospel can do in the way
of civilizing savages ia thus told by
The Church of to-day : *‘ Twelve years
ago the Moudoc Indians were uncivilized
heathens. Now they are a commun-
ity of industrious farmers, with half
their number professing Christians,
It cost the United States government
£1,848,000 to care for 2,200 Dakota
Indians seven years, while they were
savages. After they were Christianized
it cost for seven years $120,000, a sav-
ing of $1,728,000.”
—When the present king of Siam, some
years since, by a sad accident lost his
wife, his brother came to the mission-
aries for a copy of the New Festameut,
giving as a reason for the request that
he had lost faith in his own religion ;
that he could find nothing in Budd-
hism to console him n his great grief.
It might cost the king his crewn, or
even his life, to renounce the state
religion, yet the bereaved monarch
turns to the Christian’s Bible for the
solace that his Pagan creed cannot sup-
ply.— Missionary Review.
—No trait in childhood is more lovable
than that of generosity and considera-
tion for others. A beautiful incident
illustrating this fact occurred not far
from Albany recently. A little child
was given permission to hold a party
for some >f her friends and e:njoyed
the occasion with extraordinary zes".
At its close she went to the place where
she kept her little savings bank, and,
taking it to her mother with beaming
face, said : ** Mamma, I have had such
a very, very delightful time and enjoy-
ed my party so much that I want you
to take twenty-five cents out of my
bank and give it to the missionhry
fund. *— A lbuny Jowrnal.
—Girls in China are believed to have
no souls, and to kill them is not mur-
der, and therefore not to be punished,
Where parents are too poor to sup-
port the girl children, they are dispos-

ed of in the following way : ‘‘ At regular
times an officer goes through a village
and collects from parents all the gir]
children they cannot care for, when
they are about eight days old. He
has two large baskets hung on a bam.
boo pole, and slung over his shoulder,
Six little girl babies a1@ placed in each
basket, and he carries them to some
neighboring village and exposes then
for sale. Mothers who want to raise
wives for their sons, buy such as they
select. The others are taken to goy.
ernment asylums, of which there arg
many all through the country. If
there is room enough, they are all tak.
en in; if not, they are drowned.”
Will not the little girls who read about
this, save their pennies to send the
gospel to China? Jesus died for the
fathers and mothers and children in
China, as well as for us,.

—It is often thought that the days
when missionaries might be called up.
on to lay down their lives as martyrs
were at an end. But such is far from
being the case in Africa. When the
Arabs rose in insurrection last fall
against Kiwewa, the new king of Og.
anda, because he had chosen Christians
as his officers, the English and French
missionaries barely escaped with their
lives, Two weeks ago news came
that the Arab slave traders had cap-
tured the German mission at Tuguy,
Zanzibar, and had killed four of the
niissionaries, one of them a woman.
Three other missionaries were taken
prisoners and held for ransom. They
will only be released when the Ger-
mans evacuate Dar-es-Salam, an im-
portant post of the German East Af.
rica Company. Last week’s dispatches
tell of the murder of an English miss.
ionary named Brooks together with
sixteen of his followers, near Saadani
in the same country. Doubtless these
events cannot properly be termed per-
secution, because Zanzibar has, since
the revolt against the Germans in Sep-
tember, been in a state of chaos.
Nevertheless, the natives are spurred
on to greater ferocity by fanatical

Mohammedan traders.

el &t G
General Religious News.

—An anonymous gift of £1,000 has
been made by ‘T'wo Friends,” to the
London Society for Promoting Chris-
tianity amongst the Jews.

—The tract depot has been opened
at the Paris Exhibition, and in the
first five days 10,000 tracts were dis-
tributed, only five of which were re-
jected.

—The English Baptist Year-Book
states that denomination has 5,615
churches and chapels, with 324,498
members, in the British Isles.

—Although the printing presses at
Beirut are working night and day they
cannot supply the demand for the
Arabic Bible.

—The Rev.J. Hewlett, M. A. of
the London Missionary Society, re-
cently received ninety-six lepers into
church fellowship from a leper settle-
ment in the Himalayas, who has been
under the instructions of Rev. John
Henry Budden.

—The ‘King’s Daughters’ movement
in America is only three years and a
half old, and has now enrolled 97,000
members, who have vowed ‘to let the
light of their loving, helpful counten-
ance shine continually.” The annual
meeting was held om May 29, in the
Broadway Tabernacle, New York.

—The largest pastoral charge in
European Russia is that one in the
province of Ciscaucasia, where one
pastor has to minister unto 13,600
members living in seventy-four differ-
ent villages. The pastor has for years
asked for an assistant, but none will
come. -

—The Chinese Evangelist, of this
city, gives a list of 123 Chinese schools
and missions in this country. The av-
erage attendance, so far as given, is
about 1,600. This total does not in-
clude the missions of the Pacific Coast,
in cor:nection with which there are 217
Christians. In schools in this city
and Brooklyn there are thirty-five
schools, with an average attendance of
700, of whom sixty-four are Christians.

—1tis said that the Jesuits in Fern-
ando Po are exhibiting unusual activ-
ity. A huge missionary and health
establishment is being erected on the
northwest side of the island, in addi
tion to the one already there. The
expense, however, is being borne by
the Spanish Government. Recontly
they opened their new college in
Santa Issbel.

—Protestantism in Venice, Italy, i#
represented by four congregations—
belonging respectively 1o the Walden-
gian, the Free Italian Church, the
American Methodist Episcopal, snd
the American Baptists. The adherent®
of all of these together do not number
more than 700 ; but of the remaining
186,000, while the poorest and most
ignorant are entirely under the influ-
ence of the Church of Rome, a very
large proportion are being stirred by #
spirit of inquiry.
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