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The Coming of the Spring. 

There's something in the air 
That’s new and sweet and rare— 
A scent of summer things, 
A whirr as if on wings. 

There's some hing, too, that's new 
In the colo of the blue 
That's in the morning sky, 
Before the sun is high, 

And though on plain and hill 
"Tis winter, winter still, 
There's something seems to say 
That winter's had its day. 

And all this changing tint, 
This whispering stir, and hint 
Of bud and bloom and wing, 
Is the coming of the spring. 

And to-morrow or to-day 
The brooks will break away 
From their icy, frozen sleep, 
And run and laugh and leap. 

And the next thing, in the woods 
The catkins in their hoods 
Of fur and silk will stand, 
A sturdy little band. 

’ 

And the tassels soft and fine 
Of the hazel will untwine, 
And the elder branches show 

Their buds against the snow. 

Do, silently but swift, 

Above tke wintry drift, 
nn 1 | 

I'be long days gain and gan, 
Until, on hill and plain, 

Once more and vet once more 

Returning #8 he fore, 

We see the bloom of birth 

Make young agsin the earth 
- Nora Perry 

ce como 

A Strange Story. 

Forty-six years ago, while Japan 
was still shut off from 

course with the Western nations, 

there was born in a small town 1n 

one of the islands a little boy who 
was to lead a most remarkable life. 

The old and oft-repeated saying that 
“truth is stranger than fiction” found 

inter 

in his case a new illustration, for 
the most vivid imagination would 

not have portrayed a career so im- 
probable as his. 

Joseph Neesima, as we are told, 
while still a child, was much im 
pressed by the sight of certain ships, 
perhaps those of Commodore Perry, 
which had sailed to Japan fiom the 
distant West, A sight so unusual 
set him to wondering what sort of 
people might own such ships as 
those. 

Later on, Le learned from a 
Chinese geography, which in some 
way fell into his hands, that God 
in the beginning created the heavens 
and the earth, He resolved to know 
more of this mighty God, even 
though at the cost of all he held 
dear, Accordingly he made his 
way to Hadokate, in the northern 
part of the empire, this being one 
of the two ports then open to for- 
eigners, and there, while giving in- 
struction in his native tongue, he 
planned to make his escape from 

“ the country. 
Covered up by some vegetables 

or other stuff, hes was carried aboard 
a vessel bound for China, and then, 

some of them had been doing 

| afterwards kept up 

hidden in a closet, set sail at the 
risk of his life. Undiscovered he 
reached Shanghci, and there he | 

was 80 iortunate as to meet a Chris 

tian captain commanding vessel | 

belonging to a Boston ship owner, | 

the late Hon. Alpheus Hardy. How 

happy he must have felt when. un 

der the care of this ood captain, he 

embarked for America, and how 
much happier still when, having ar 8 Bd 

rived in this country, he was be 
friended by Mr. Hardy himst If! 

That gentleman and his wife 

took the boy into their own beauti 

ful home, treated him as a son, and 

helped him to obtain the 

education he so 

He learned to call 
desired. ardently 

them “h 18 Ameri 
can father and mother.” and to bes 

tow upon them his most grateful 

affection. 

In 1865, the year of his arrival 
in Beston, he wrote the follow ing 
prayer, which we find in the last 
number of the Missionary Herald : 
O God !if thou hast got eyes, 

please look upon me. O God! if 
thou hast got ears, please hear me, 
I wish heartily to read the Bible, 
and I wish civilized with 
the Bible, 

to be 

JosEPH NEESIMA. 

Surely the Lord, who 
from every nation those who 
him and work righteousness, 
it into the heart of the young 
eigner to write that prayer, 

In the Old Testament we read 
that ‘““che Lord is good to the soul 
that seeketh him,” and in the . New 
Testament we find the words of 
Christ, “He that seeketh findeth, 
and to him that knocketh it shall 
be opens ". Pua 

Young Neeisma sought and found 
the pearl of great price, the salva. 
tion of his soul, and from hence- 
forth it was his one ambition to hel 
his countrymen to ubtain the like 
precious gift. He went through a 
thorough course of training in 
preparation for his life-work, study- 
ing at Phillips Academy, Amherst 
College and Andover Theological 
Seminary. Then, refusing most 
tempting openings into political life 
in his native land, he resolutely 
turned his back upon worldly gain 
and promotion, and devoted him- 
self to the founding of a school in 
which young Japanese might be 
trained up for the service of the one 

accepts 

fear 

put 

for 

{ 

| done and te last 

Christian |’ 

true God. It opened in two shabby 
rooms in Tokio, with seven students; 
he lived to see it a large institution, 
known as the “Doshish»,” with a 

considerable number of buildings 
adapted to the wants of the nearly 
nine hundred studeats who are now 
reported as being there. ; 

Think of the good that these nine 
hundred may do, not to speak of 
the many who have already been 
educated in the college, and you may 
form some idea of the value of this 
one consecrated life. 

Neesima loved his scholars 
heartily. On one occasion, 

most 

when 

very 
wronz, be told them that rather 

than punish them he would him- 
bear the penalty of their trans. 

gressions. In their presence he beat 
himself with a stout stick until it 

broke in his hands, and until they 

begged him to desist. One of them 
still treasures a fragment of the 
cane as a most precious memento 
of this remarkable teacher. 

Besides love for his pupils, Nee- 

self 

sima’s affection for his father and 

mother should be mentioned. A 

strong desire for nis father’s con 
version prompted him first to write 

from these American shores, and he 
regular a 

correspondence as possible with his 

parents, After returning to Japan, 
he provided for them a comfortable 

home ; and saw his father depart 

ir. peace to the unseen land. When 
the son himself was dying away 

from home last January, he refused, 

as 

as long as he could, to summon his 

wife to his bedside, because he 
would not take her from the care 
of his aged mother. 

Yet stronger than the love of 
country, pupiis or kindred was Nee 
sima’s love of Christ. It was de- 

votion to the service of the best of 

masters that made him what he 

was, It is the earnest,whole-souled, 
self-sacrificing Christian whose 
death from heart disease is now 

mourned both in Japan and Amer- 
ica. lt has been predicted that he 
will go down in history as one of 

the great men of Japan. The source 
of his strength is that which all may 
find who give themselves to the 
service of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
In the old world and in the new 
there are souls to be won for him, 
and the young men and the young 
women are those who are needed 
for the work. 

The materials for this slight 
sketch have been gathered from re- 
cent periodicale, but we are promised 
a fitting biography, from the pen of 
Prof. A. 8. Hardy, of Joseph Hardy 
Neesima. Let it be hoped that 
among those who read. it there will 
be many to imitate him in so far 
as he followed Christ.— Christian 
Intelligencer. 
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Hardly Ever Without a Smile. 

[t was a sultry day in August, 
and a tired, over-heated woman had 
toiled all day in the little pent-up 

kitchen. At last the baking was all 

dish wus washed 

and wiped, and she pressed one hand 
| on her throbbing temples and sighed 
as she reached up to take the mop 

flown from its hook to scrub the 

Things had ‘ gone 
all day, and she scolded and 

grumbled to herself while she pushed 

the heavy mop to and fro, back and 
forth or wrung our the thick cloth 
with aching She felt her 
lot wus hard, to be baking and 
scrubbing and fainting all that day, 
while neighbor just over the 
fence was lying at ease in her ham 
mock out under the trees and sing 
ing 

1 
ni tchen A or, 

wrong’ 

fingers. 

her 

“Oh, nobody knows the 
have ! 

trouble 1 

Presently a door was opened soft 
ly, and her little daughter picked 
her way with prudent steps where 
the floor had not been wet and 
climbed to a safe perch on the table, 
The mother mopped away, heping 
she need not speak to her. “If ] 
open my mouth I shall say some. 
thing cross,” she thought, and kept 
her lips shut tightly. 
The little one watched her for a 

short time, bending her sunny head 
this way and that to study the down- 
cast countenance, and finally she 
spoke. 

“Mamma,” said 
hardly ever seen 
smile on your face.” 
The mother turned away for a 

moment's rapid thought. Was it 
indeed true that she had made such 
an impression on that dear child's 
heart ; and should she spoil it now ? 
Should she not rather set herself 
thenceforth to keep a smiling face 
through all life’s petty trials ? How 
sweet to be remembered thus by all 
the children, and her husband, too, 
for pleasant looks and way ! 
"One time when you looked sorry 

was when L was so sick, and the 
other time was now,” resumed the 
serious little voice; and the child 
leaned her cheek upcn her hand and 
sighed, 
The mop-handle dropped\sudden. 

ly upon the floor, and two bake arms 
forgot their aches and pain and 
clasped the darling in a fond da. 
brace. ‘‘ Sing to me, Alice, Sing 

she, “I have 

you without a 

‘ Nobody knows the comfort I have 1 

SE 

while I finish this patch of dirty floor. | 
Tkere’s one good thing about a little | 
tucked-up kitchen, it doesn’s take | 
long to scrub it!” 

So it came to pass out of that day 
of weary toil was learned a timely | 
lesson of self control and patience 
that never was forgotten. Two 
times of *“ looking sorry ” were quite 
sufficient to live in the memory of 

her children.— American Messimger. 
= — 
Tobacco—A Parable. 

Then shall the kingdows of Satan 
be likened to a grain of tobacco 
seed ; which, though exceedingly 
small, being cast into the ground | 
grew, and became a great plant; 
and spread its leaves rank andjbroad, | 
so that huge and vile worms formed 
a habitation thereon. And it came | 
to pass, in the course of time, the | 
son of a man looked upon it, and | 
thoughe it beautiful to look wupon, 

and much to be desired to make 
lads look big and manly. So they | 
put forth their hands and did ehew 
thereof. And some it made sick, 
and others to vomit most filthily 
And it farther came to pass that 
those who chewed it became weak 

and unmanly, and said we are en 

slaved and can’t cease from chewing 
it. And the mouths of those that 
were enslaved became foul; and! 
they were seized with a violent spit 

ting ; and they did spit, even in| 
ladies’ parlors, and in the house of | 
the Lord of Hos's. And the saints 
of the Most High were greatly 
plagued thereby. And in the course 
of time it came to pass that others 
snuffed 1%; and they were taken 

suddenly with fits, and they did 
sneeze with a great and mighty 
sneeze, inasmuch that their eyes 

filled with tears, and they did look 
exceedingly silly. And yet others 
cunningly wrought the leaves there 
of into rolls, and did set fire to the 
one end thereof, ‘and did suck ve- 
hemently at the other end thereof, 
and did look very grave and calf- 
like ; and the smoke of their tor- 
ment ascended up fovever and ever. 
And the cultivation thereof be- 

came a great and mighty business 
on the earth; and the merchant- 
men waxed rich by the commerce 
thereof. And it came to pass that 
the saints of the Most High defiled 
themselves therewith; even the poor 
who could not buy shoes, nor bread, 
nor books for their little ones, spent 
their money for it. And the Lord 
was greatly displeased therewith, 
and said : *“ Wherefore this waste ; 
and why do these little ones lack 
bread and shoes and books? Turn 
now your fields into corn and wheat; 
and pat this evil thing far from you; 
and be separate, and defile not your- 
selves any more ; and I will bless 
you and cause my face to shine on 
you.” 

But with one accord they all ex- 
claimed : 
“We cannot cease from chewing, 

snuffiing, and pufling — we are 
slaves.” — Christian Secretary. 

ee 
I Speak My Mind, 

“1 speak my mind,” said one. 
Yes, and you trod on a worm that 
did not turn. “I will speak my 
mind,” says another, Yes, and the 
temper and self-will that have been 
nutured, have found expression, and 
you call it candor, when yourself 
was gratified, 

If there is a difference of opinion, 
you are always right, others are 
wrong. Much that is called plain 
speaking is the result of ignorance, 
egotisiu and self-esteem. 

Argument is useless, feelings are 
hurt, and the wiser retire, rather 
than contend. 

But the right must be defended, 
the innocent must be protected, the 
oppressed must have liberty, and 
man must look up and enjoy what 
God has given him. 

Will those who so freely and often 
speak their minds allow others the 
same liberty? Not unless they 
voice their sentiments. 
When the mind and heart are 

cultivated to discern the right and 
the wrong, a “righteous indigna- 
tion ” may be expressed in a right 
spirit, 

The habit of denounczing things 
and persons that we know very 
little about is annoying to the Jis- 
tener, and cannot contribute to the 
comfort of the fault-finder. Like 
Job’s friends, “ All wisdom will die 
with them.” 
We often see what we don't like, 

and would have ctherwise. Dut we 
cannot manage the world, and are 
only accountable for what we can 
do. 

The duties that are close to us 
suffering that is around us, the evils 
that we may prevent or mitigate, 
these ought to claim attention. 
Then we shall have little time to 
waste, and few useless. words will be 
spoken. —M, KE. C. 
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Opening Doors for Women, 

It is very interesting to me to see 
how God is providentially making 
room for ue, in spite of the iron-clad 
prejudices of the churches. For 
instance, some seventeen years ago 
lady medical students were hissed 

| final blow. 

| woman's preaching in 
' Church, much as the services of the 

| the 

in clicic rooms in Phiadelphia, and, 
if I remember rightly, mobbed. 
Then the call came from India for 
female medical missionaries, and 
Miss Swain went, The demand has 
sanctified the service in the eyes of 
the Church, and now the lady physi- 
cian is a8 much honored as she was 
once despised. Now I notice in my 
missionary exchanges, and in late 
missionary literature, that the need 
of female evangelists for the foreign 
field is being recognized in conserva- 
tive circles; not Quakers and Metho- 
dists, but Calvinists are saying: 
“The women of heathen lands must 
be reached by the ministry of their 
Christian sisters.” And Dr. Tho- 
burn in an article in one of our 
Church papers, goes so far as to say 

| that the ordinances will have to be 

administered by women to the in- 
mates of the zenanas for one genera- 
tion at least. And so, you see, I am 

| looking for this problem also to find 
its solution in the foreign field, and 
the heathen prejudice against 
woman's ministry to be relegated 
back to its cradle, or rather to the 
land from which it sprung, for its 

I believe the preaching 
of the Gospel by women mission 
aries will dispel the prejudice against 

the hom 

missionaries have altered 

home sentiment about lady 
physicians.— From Miss Willard’s 
*“ Woman in the Pulpit.” 

medical 
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Cherish Your Girlhood. 

Dear Girls, don’t be so often 
wishing you were grown-up women 
that you will negleet your girlhood. 
In the rush and hurry of these fast 
times there is danger that you will 
reach and strain after “young lady- 
hood” too much. 

Be girls a while yet ; tender, joy- 
ous, loving, obedient and industrious. 
Womanhood, with its privileges and 
power, its burdens and ita trials, 
will come soon enough. On this 
point has one said : 

“Wait patiently, my childier, 
through all the limit of your girl- 
hood. Go not after womanhood ; 
let it come to you. Keep out of 
public view. Cultivate refinement 
and modesty, 
The cares and responsibilities of 

life will come soon enough. When 
they come you will meet them, I 
trust, as a true woman should. But 
oh, be not 80 unwise as to throw 
awdy your girlhood. Rob not your- 
self of this beautiful season, which, 
wisely spent, will brighten all your 
future life.” 

lly €or Gee ; 

Ir You Want To Be Lovep. 
Don’t repeat gossip, even if it does 
interest a crowd. 

Don’t go untidy on the plea that 
everybody knows you. 

Don’t be rude to your inferiors in 
social position. 

Don’t over or under-dress. 
Don’t express a positive opinion 

unless you perfectly understand 
what you are talking about, 

Don’t get in the habit of vulgar- 
izing hfe by making light of the 
sentiment of it, 

Don’t jeer at anybody's religious 
belief. 

Don’t try to be anything else but 
a gentlewoman-—and that means a 
woman who has consideration for 
the whole world and whose life is 
governzd by the Golden Rule, “Do 
unto others as you would be done 
by.” — Ladies Home Journal, 
ee J EN — 

Don’t forget to say “ Good-morn- 
ing!” And say it cheerfully and 
with a smile. It will do you good, 
and do your friends good. There's 
a kind inspiration in every “ Good 
morning,” heartily spoken, that 
helps to make hope fresher and work 
lighter. It seems really to make 
the morning good, and to be a pro 
phecy of a good day to come after 
it. And if this be true of the 
“ Good morning,” it i3 so also of all 
kind, heartsome greetings. They 
cheer the discouraged, rest the tired 
one,and somehow make the wheels of 
life run more smootaly. 

HIGH TIME TO BFGIN, 

After a long winter the system needs 
a thorough cleansing, toning and regu- 
lating to remove impurities and pre- 
pare for summer. Thousands of testi- 
monials show that Burdock Blood 
Bitters is the best spring medicine 
ever discovered, producing a feeling of 
buoyancy and strength. It removes 
that tired, worn out feeling, and re- 
stores lost appetite, 

Mes:rs Northrop & Lyman are the 
proprietors of Dr. Thomas Eelectric 
Oil, which is now being sold in im- 
mense quantities throughout the Io- 
minion, It is welcomed by the suffer- 
ing invalid everywhere with emotions 
of delight, because it banishes pain and 
gives instant relief. This valuable 
specific for almost *‘every ill that flesh 
is heir to,” is valued by the sufferer 
as more precious than gold. Ivis the 
elixir of life tu many a wasted frame, 
If you have not purchased a bottle, 
do so at once, and keep iv ready for an 
emergency. Its cheapness, 25 cents 
per bottle places it within the reach of 
all. To the farmer it is indispensable, 
and it should be in every house. 

For1NrLAMMATION of the Lungs etc., 
give *‘ Maud 8.” Conditions Powders 
to your Cattle. 
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—UNLIKE ANY OTHER.- 

hosging Cougt Catareh, Iansasear Chofere. Morb Dlarebits, Khmmatior Seuraiele Le 00 A uenz olera Morbus, , y 4 » T00 
ache, Nervous Moadaihe, Sciatica, e Back, Soreness in Body or Limbs, Stiff Joints and rain 

AS MUCH FOR INTERNAL AS FOR EXTERNAL USE. 
It is marvelous how many different complaints it will cure. Its strong point lies in the fact that it actly 
quickly. Healing all Cuts, Burns and Bruises like Magic. Relieving all manner of Cramps and Chills, 

ORICINATED BY AN OLD FAMILY PHYSICIAN. 
All who buy direct from us, and request it, shall receive a certificate that the money shall be refundeq 
if not satisfied. Retall price by mail 35 cts.; 6 bottles, $2.00. Express and Cod Bo to any part of 
United States or Canada. (#~ Valuable pamphlet sent free, I S. JOHNSON & CO., Boston, Mass 

GENERATION AFTER GENERATION HAVE USED AND BLESSED IT, 

STOVES. STOVES. 
[00K Ranges Stoves 

Both to Burn Coal or Wood. 

o> Self Feeders Hall & Parlor Stoves Wh Tae 
: : 

il (4 peers ON h FOR COAL OR WOOD, 

Dining & Bedroom Stoves 
For sale at the usual low prices, 

LCALL AT 

NEILL S 
And examine his large and .well-assorted 
stock of Stoves: Remember the old stand, 
just opposite the County Court House, 

QUEEN ST. 

SUN LIFE ASSURANCE C0. of CANADA 
EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL STATEMENT. 

348 1T'O 356 

Report of the Directors for the Year ending 3lst Dicember, 1889. 

The Directors have pleasure in presenting their Report of the transactions 
of the Company for the past year. An examination of the accompanying state- 
ments of accounts will show that the progress made has been rapid, solid and 
in every way satisfactory. 
During the year we received 2,755 applications for life assurance amountin 

to $4,102,710.55. Of these 2,604 for $3,732,331.15 were accepted and policies 
issued thereon, the balance being declined or withdrawn. This total is $706, 
226.99 in advance of the previous year and the passing of the four million line 
marks another mile post in the Company’s history. 

In the accident department, the applications were 1,363 for $2,420,300.00, 
and the policies issued 1,347 for $2,375,300.00. The combined applications of 
the two branches thus reached the handsome total of $6,523,010.55. 
The assurances in force at the close of the year were as follows :— 

LiFE.cciieiivvnne.. 8,951. ......$13,337,983.08 
TL FRTSEVRRRE. 1 7 Sele igneiiia 3,826,400.00 

DORAL... 11,015 $17,164,383.08 
The financial position of the Company is very gratifying. The income has 

increased until it now amounts to $563,140.52, or nearly $2,000 for every 
working day in the year. The death claims which fell in were $5,538.49 less 
than in 1888, although in natural course they should have increased. An ad- 
dition of more than a quarter of a million has been made to the assets, bringing 
their total up to $2,233,322.72, The cash surplus has also advanced to $219,- 
036.64, or $156,530.64 beyond all liabilities and capital stock. And last, but 
by no means least, is the fact which does not show on the surface, but to which 
we can testify, that the quality «f the assets is exceptionally high, In view 
of this prosperous condition of affairs, there is no risk in predicting that the 
surplus to divide among Policy-holders at the end of the present quinquennium 
will be large and satisfactory. 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Dividends on Capital..........8 7,500 00 

INCOME. 
Prem’s—Life..... $448,165 29 

Annuity 5,035 00 Death Claims,including Bonuses 109,141 97 
Accident 24,741 5F Matured Endowments includ. 

— INE TORRE: 2,688 05 
$477,941 84 Annuity Payments.......... 1,845 70 

Pd. Reassurances 1,667 81 Accident Claims. .... eeee.... 12,835 07 
————— $476,274 03 | Cash Profits paid Policyholders 2,913 74 

Interest...... .oieeee.... 000000 85,5631 87!| Surrender values ............ 15 834 19 
PE RG e Peper IE SH 2 1,334 62{| Expense Account............ 88,149 03 

H Commissions sesese. ov. os 52,242 30 
MORIN WO. . ii... ih iit 11,287 44 

304,437 49 
258,703 03 

| Total Disbursements. . . 
{| Surplus over Disbursements 

$563,140 52! Total Income $563,140 52 

R. MACAULY, A. W. OGILVIE, 
President. Vice President. 

J. B. CUNTER, Ceneral Agent. 

16 Prince William St., St. John, and Queen St. Fredericton, N. B 

PORTRAITS, ADAMS BROS. 
Fuccessors to the late Jackson Adams, 

FROM = UNDERTAKERS. 
~ We have in stock a full line of Coff- 
ins, Caskets of all kinds, sizes and 
prices. 

Robes, Shrouds and Funeral Goods 
of every description always in stock, 
and Furnishings at Low Prices. 

Telegraphic orders promptly attend- 
ed to. Day or Night orders will re- 
ceive prompt attention. Telephone 
No. 26, 

RESIDENCE OVER WAREROOMS, 
County Court House Square, 

Opp. Queen Hotel, 
A Full Line of Furniture always in 

Stock, Repairing and Upholstering 

Cabinet to Life Size 

ww BY we 

HARVEY. 
done. 

Studio — 164 Toodasiotn | rr Beet! Mes, Looker DN 
WILLIAM + PETERS, CLIFTON HOUSE, 

74 Princess & 148 Germain Sts., 

SAINT JOHN, N.B. 

| ASHER Manufacturer, and dealer! 
Hides and Leather, Cod Oil, Neat 

Feot Oil and Finishing Oil, 

Tanners’ and Curriers’ Tools 
and Findings. 

Lace Leather and Larragin Leather a 
specialty, 

Hides and 1 cather bought and sold on 
commission, 

40 Union Street, - St. John, N, B 

A. N. PETERS, PROPRIETOR. 

TELEPHONE COMMUNICATION, 

HEATED By STEAM ‘A HROUGHOUT 

SpU— 

| rms orme—— 
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