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The Sabbath-School. 

INTERNATIONAL LESSON. 

First Quarter-Lesson VI1 — Feb, 16. 

THE MINISTRY OF JOHN.— 
. Luke 3:7-22. 

GoLpEN TEXT.— Repent ye: for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.— 
Matt. 3 

THE PREACHER, — JOHN THE 
Baprist. He was the son of a 
priest, Zacharias, and Elizabeth, 
also a descendant of Aaron. He 
was at this time about 30 years old. 
He was a Nazarite, pledged to drink 
no wine nor strong drink, and to 
let his hair and beard grow un- 
trimmed, as a sign of consecration 
to God. He was filled with the 
Holy Spirit from his birth. His 
early life up to 30 years of age was 
passed in the solitudes of the wilder- 
ness of Judea, where he was pre- 
pared for his great mission as the 
forerunner of the Messiah. His 
appearance was like the popular 
idea of a great prophet raised above 
caring for temporal things, and pro. 
testing against the luxury of the 
age. He was clothed in *he coarse, 
rough cloth called sackcloth in the 
Scriptures, manufactured from the 
long and shaggy hair of the camel 
It was cheap, but admirable for 
keeping out the heat, cold, and rain. 
This mantle was girded around him 
with a leather girdle of undressed 
hide. His food consisted of the 
locusts and wild honey of the wilder- 
ness, His work was to prepare the 
way for the Messiah, as foretold in 
the prophets. His character was 
that of a man fearless, strong, who 
communed much with God, believ 
ing what he said, sternly righteous, 
entirely consecrated to God, devoted 
to the good of man. Then said he 
to the multitude. The numbers who 
went to hear John were great. 
Came forth to be baptized of him: 

confessing their sins. John’s bap- 

tism was ceremonial washing 
which denoted a profession of re 

a 

pentance, or a thorough change of 
mind with respect to sin. Open 
public confession aids the spiritual 
life within. O generation of vipers. 
This phrase expresses their malign- 
ity, craft, and deceitfuiness. the 
source from which they derived 

these qualities, and the fact that 
they weie deadly poison to those 
whom they inoculated with their 
spirit. This was especially address- 
ed to the Pharisees and Sadducees 
who cawe to bz baptized, but not to 
repent; they were ready for a new 
ceremonial, but not for a new life. 
But all sinners have this nature, 
often undeveloped, but real; and for 
all there is the same need of repent- 
ance. Who hath warned 1 you to flee. 
What excites such lively indignation 
in the forerunner, is to see people 
trying to evade the d uty of repent 
ance by means cf its sion. Poi 
the wrath to come The punishment 

which must come upon the guilty 
nation and the guilty individual, 
inless there be repentance and 
works meet for repentance. Bring 
forth the refore Jugs, They were 

Vv 
» , ‘0 . » 

to show in their f1ves the appropn 

ate results of such a change. 
Worthy of repentance. The proper 

result of repentance. They were 
not merelv to go throuch a cere- 
monial, but to cease doing evil. 
And begin not to say. Do not let 

| this false idea find the least entrance 
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to our father As our father. “The 
boast seems to have been comm nn, 

| that this alo ould be encugh to 

| insure for every Jew an adwission 
Into paradi e, NO imnatter what their 

personal character, But natural 

| descent was not enough. God ws 
| able of these stone $5. to raise up 

chal Ide nn unto Abraham. 1t 18 as if 

| he had said, do not Pade your. 
Le Jves with the idea t tt God ne: 
| you, th t he may fulfi Hl his promis: 
| Of b'essing to Abraham's se d. But 

| ( od will be at 110 0 LO provid 

| this seed, thouvh no account be 
taken of you. Thus, in fuct, out of 
the most unlikely persons,—Gen- 

' tiles, publi cans snd sinners, nations 
| the n 10 ido! atry, did God raise up 

| children to Abrahan ; who were his 
children because they had Abra- 

{ ham’s faith, an) the charac’er of 
Abraham, and inherited the prom- 
1888 made to Abraham. And now 
also the axe 1s laid unto the root of 

the trees, Lhe influences which 
would destroy it were then at work 
in the nation. So it is with every 
sinner. The source of his punish- 
went begins, within him and with. 
out him, wi h the sin. Every tree 
which bringeth not forth good fruit: 

the fruit God ry htly requires ( f it 

| The ndividual « ho does not bring 
| forth the fruits of (he pirit ; the 
nations which does not live uo to 

Pits priviieges and mission. 1s 
hewn down: his fizure has in the 
Fast asignificance which «eo hardly 
understand in the West. The fruit- 
1: tree not only cumbers the 
ground, but, like every fruit tree, is 

| t; axed ; so that if no fruit is bor ne, 
the trid is a heavy burden. Tres 
‘are often cut down to save the 
taxes, 

this sermon, as well as of all true 
preaching upon sin and punishment, 
13 to deepen in men’s hearts the 
conviction that they are sinners, 
and thus lead them to repentance 
and to Christ. 

TrE PracTicAL EFFECTS OF THR 
SERMON.— Vers. 10-18. And the 
people asked him, what shall we do 
then, to bear good fruits, and not 
be hewn down and cast into the 
fire. He answereth. Jobn pointed 
out to the people some examples in 
their own conduct of the fruit which 
would prove their repentance to be 
sincere. [He that hath two coats : 
tunics, inner garments worn next 
the skin. Two tunics indicate but 
small wealth. Even the poor can 
spare something for the still poorer. 
And he that hath meat: food. This 
command struck at the root of in- 
justice and selfishness. Zhen came 
also  publicans.  Tax-gatherers. 
“The Roman government did not 
collect its own taxes, but leased 
them out to speculators,” Roman 
knights, who leased them to sub. 
ordinate collectors, ‘each of whom 
was required to pay a certain sum 
to his superior, with the privilege of 
raising as much more as he pleased 
for his own profit.” Thus there 
was abundant opportunity for ex- 
tortion and oppre sion. The occu- 
pation was not essentially immoral, 
but it was so exposed to temptation, 
and was held in such abhorrence by 
the Jews, that as a rule men of good 
character would have nothing to do 
with it. Exact no more than that 
which is appointed to you. They 
were to be just and righteous in all 
their dealings. And the soldiers. 
Probably not Roman soldiers, but 
“armed men acting as police in 
Judea.” Demanded, rather, ‘‘ask- 
ed.” Do violence to no man. They 
had large opportunity for robbery, 
vio'ence, harassing and blackmail. 
Neither accuse any falsely; i. e., in 
order to extort from him his prop- 
erty, And be content with Your 
wages. 80 as not to be tempted to 
make gain in unjust ways. They 
were not to leave the world, but to 
live honestly and purely in it. 
the people were in expectation 
waiting for a declaration of 
respecting bimself. Wused. 
questioning, reasoning, 
Whether he were the Chris? not. 
This the deep impression 
made by John, as well as the gener- 

As 
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wondering. 
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al expectation that the Messiah 
would speedily come. John an- 
swered. ...I indeed baptize you 
with water. 1 can only administer 
the outward ordinance, proc!aiming 
what it signifies that you must do. 
But one mightier than I. Possess- 
ing a power far beyond mine. 7%e 
latchet. The lace by which the san- 
dals were fastened. Of whose shoes 
(sandais) J am not worthy to unloose. 
As stockings were not worn, the 
fect would become soiled; and when 
persons entered a house, the sandals 
were taken off, so the ait the feet 
micht be w rit This was the 
office of the lowest servants. He 
shall baptize you with the Holy 

Ghost. He would give the reality 
of which John gave the svmbol, 

He _— _bring hie itself,—con- 
verung, ene ving power, And 

with fire, The symbol! of the Holy 
Spirit, consuming the evil of the 
heart. Whose fan is in his hand. 
The fan is not a fan in our 
it is a broad, light, wooden 
with whish the 

i sense: 

shovel, 
grain is thrown 

around, drawing a sledge the bottom 
of which is studded with flint stones. 
The threshing-floor, with its mingled 
wheat and chaff, is a type of the 
Je ish nation and of the world in 
Ww ' we live, And will gather 

eat. The fruit his 
Into hi 
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the chaff. The refuse, 
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Tae Test oF THE PREACHERS 

SINCERITY.— Vers. 19, 20. But 
Herod. Antipas (the son of Herod 

the Great, who was king when 
Jesus was born) Herod Antipas 

y became tetrarch when Jesus was ak 

than a vear od. 7elrarch. Liter- 

ally, “ruler of a fourth part,” but at 
¢ me to bea title of the governors 

of any smaller Roman provinces. 

. : : AE . 
lis brotier Philip's weje Herod 

daughter of Arectas, an Arabian 
the 

\ 
king, and then stole 

of his beautiful niece 

at this 

adultery. 
time living with her in 

the baptism of Jesus. And for 

the evils which Herod had 
Conviction of Sin. The object of 

and a life full of sins. It is uncer- 
tain whether John administered the 
reproof in private, or whether it 
was a public denunciation of the 
crime. The crime was public, and 
John could not affectively denounce 
the sins of the people if he let sins 
in high places go unreproved. Un. 
rebuked crime in high places teaches, 
indorses, and propagates crime 
among the people. It tends to 
make it fashionable and safe. 
Herod's crime was a public insult 
to the law of God, to ‘he Jewish 
nation. It was bringicg untold 
evils upon the pecple. Aretas, in- 
dignant at the affront Herod had 
put upon him, bad declared war; 
and at the very time of John’s re- 
proof, preparations for war were 
aelively going on. John took his 
life in his hand when he reproved 
the crimes of a reckless tyrant. But 
this was a test and proof of his 
sincerity, and gave great power for 
his preaching. Added yet this 
above this, that he shut up John in 
prison. At Castle Macherus, a dis- 
mal dungeon in Moab, in March, A. 
p. 28. Herod tried to escape the 
stings of conscience and the conse- 
quences of his crimes by stopping 
the mouth of his reprover. But it 
was in vain. John was kept in 
prison for a year, and then was be- 
headed, at the request of Herodias 
through her daughter Salome. 

Tue Bapmsm oF Jusus.—We 
turn back again in the history to 
the sixth or seventh month of John’s 
ministry, probably January, A.D. 
26, at Bethabara, a ford of the 
Jordan. Now when all the people 
were bavtized. Either after the 
baptism of the great crowds during 
the early portion of Jobn’s ministry, 
or at the close of some day when 
John had baptized all the multi 
tudes who desired it. Jesus also 
being baptized. Matthew says that 
Jesus was baptized in order “to ful- 
fil all righteousness.” Jesus was 
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the example for his disciples to imi. 
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ing. It is significant that the de 
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and very easy to take. One or two RIA make 
a dose. They are strictly vegetable and do 
not gripe or purge, but by their gentle action 
please all who use them. In vials at 25 cents 
five for $1. Sold everywhere, or sent by mail 

CARTER MEDICINE CO. New York. 
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ELEGANT NEW 
try them will find | 
S80 many ways that | 

to do without them. | Engilsh, French and German 

| China Tea and Byeakfast Setts, at 

J. C. McNALLY’S. 
Sept. 3rd, 1889. 

ENGLISH AND DOMESTIC 
CONFECTIONERY 

GOLDEN SYRUP TQ ARRIVE, 
At W. HA VANWART'S. 

November 20, 


