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" NOTES AND C)MMENTS,

TWENTY STEAMERS now ply on the
Congo. And five hundred miles above
its mouth an enterprising Englishman
is about building a ship-yard for their
repair.

A GREAT CHANGE as to the use of
organs in churches has come over the
Presbyterian body within a few years.
The 3§ Halifax Witness says; In
1866 the Synod met in St. John, N.
B., and the chief (or only) case before
it was an organ case. The Synod
condemned the use of a poer little
organ and ordered iv silenced. There
was a long discussion, and one goud
brother at least felt himself very
hardly used. Even in 1877, when the
(eneral Assembly first met at Halifax
Dr. Robb attempted not without some
success to silence the organ in St,
Matthew’s. But all this is changed.
We have not only a sweet organ but
Jlso a cornet to help us at the Synod
f 1890, ard no one doubts that the
' No feel-
ings ace hurt ; and many a heart is
stirred with hallowed emotion. So at

singing is helped thereby.

least one fondly hopes.

Tue Gover~or of Turkestan, China,
has asked for leave to resign his high
position that he may devote his whole
ittention to the care of his grand-
mother, to whom he is strongly at-
tached.

A “Sociery or Friexps of Russian
Freedom' has been formed in Eng-
land. Stepniak and other Russian
nolitical exiles show the need of 1itin
Free Russia, the Society’s monthly
organ. The party of reaction has just
obtained ukases setting up a District
Commander, who 1aust be an heredi-
tary noble, over the village councils,
with powers of prevention of discussion
and veto of rescluions that entirely
destroy local autonomy. In Finland
the bureaucrats have begun a systemn-
atic attempt to destroy the contrast
its partial freedom presents to Russia
proper by introducing the most rigor-
ous censorship of the Press. The four
or five million Jews throughout the
Empire are insulted, and allowed to
be robbed and tortured with impunity,
while they are shut out from the pro-
fessions and confined to the towns.
Thus the Government of the Czaris
hastening the inevitable revolution,
which, when it comes, may shake
Euarope from end to end.

Tuae Sum of $525 has been placed in
the hands of the trustees of the
United Society of Christian Endeavor
to be used for prizes for essays on the
following topics: 1. How can Chris-
tian Endeavor Societies Promote and
Stimulate the Systematic Benevolence
of Young People for Missionary Pur-
poses ? 2. How can Christian Endeavor
Societies Best Promote the Introduc-
tion of Religious Journais and other
Wholesome Reading into all the
Families of the Congregations with
which they are Connected? The
Christian Endeavor Society: Its
Adaptability to all Denominations in
Promoting : (a) The Fellowship of
Young Christians ; (b) Their Allegiance
to Their Own Churchs ; (¢c) Their Ac-
tivity in all branches of Christian
Effort. These essays not to be more
than 1500 words in length ; to appear
in the columns of this or some other
religious paper before April 1, 1891 ;
the judges to be eminent clergymen
and others of different denowminations;
the successful essayists to ho announced
at the international couvention in
Minneapolis, July 10, 1801,

#Tue PRESBYTERIAN SYNOD, in ses-
sion at Moncton, adopted a strong re-
port on Temperance. It noted the
signs of advance, expressed regret
at the apathy of Christian men in the
enforcement of liquor laws, and closed
with the following recommendations :

(1) That synod reaffirm judgment of
last and previous years regarding evils
of; intemperance, and the duty of
Chiristian communities therewith.

(2) Syaod gratefully acknowledges
the favorable change in views and
practice of many of our people in re-
cent years regarding use of intoxicating
liquors, and cordially commends to all
the broad and safe ground of total
abstinence.

(3) That our people be encouraged
to employ every legitimate means
within their reach to procure effective
legal provision for suppression of che
existing liquor traffic, and for the sale
of liquor for necessary purposes under
proper restriction.

FREDERICYON, N.

(4) That the moderator and clerk be
authorized to sign the petition for-
warded by the Dominion Alliance in
the name of the synod, and that the
petition so signed be forwarded to the
proper authorities.

A PARLIAMENTARY blue book shows
that during last year 125,000 people
were convicted in police courts of
drunkenness in Great Britain, of which
number 14,000 committed the offence
on Sundays between noon and mid-
night. London furnished the largest
number of convictions, 21,000 ; Liver-
pool came next with 16,000, and
Manchester with 15,000,

Tae Passiox Pray at Ober-Ammer-
gau impresses spectators very different-
ly. Here are two statements concern-
ing it. Dr. Clifford of London says :

To me that-day stands out with
luminous distinctness as the one on
which more than on all others I felt
the reality of the Christ of the Gospels,
the depth of his matchless patience,
the greatness of the price he paid for
the world’s redemption. I was over-
come by the sight of that serene Spirit,
insulted, wounded, suffering, obedient
unto death, ‘‘ even unto the death of
the cross,” and wished to get alone to
think and pray.

From the first note in the morning
to the great shout of triumph in the
evening there is nothing that indicated
aught but the most deeply religious
spirit. The stain of insincerity was
not seen upon any face. They all
seemed to be pervaded with the
thought that it was an act of homage
to God ; and iu this spirit of entire and
absorbing religiousness they gave
scene after scene. Moreover, there is
a marvellous fidelity to fact in the
story. The actual words of Jesus
Christ ; events as they are described
for us in the four Gospels, are pre
sented to us with unswerving faithful-
ness,

On the other hand, we find Mr.
Frank Harris, editor of the Fortnight-
ly Review, declaring :

As a Christian, s a believer in the
God-man and in his divine mission
among men there is no place on earth
I should so carefully avoid, no place
where my deepest feelings and tender-
[ est susceptibilities would be so put
upon the rack, as in that bare, boarded
theatre at Ober-Ammergau. Can a
Christiau bear to witness the cruci-
fixion ? bear to see a Roman soldier,
dressed as for a Gothic pantomime,
carefully 1usert the point of his spear
into a bag of claret placed underneath
the flesh colored shirt, while the dying
man breathes forth the divinest words
in any language, words of God-like
{)ity and forgiveness? And yet Eng-

ish and American clergymen throng to

Ober-Ammergau to witness the degre-
dation and abasement of their ideal, to
assist at the vulgarization of the world-
drama.

Tue FoLLowInG is a will left by a
drunkard of Oswego, New York State:
‘** I leave to society a ruined character
and a wretched example. I leave to
my parents as much sorrow as they can
in their feeble state bear. I leave to
my brothers and sisters as much shame
and mortification as I could bring on
them. I leave to my wife a broken
heart —a life of shame. I leavetoeach
of my children poverty, ignorance, a
low character, and » remembrance that
their father filled a drunkard’s grave.”

Not many men write such a will,
but a great host leave nothing better
for their families.

Tae ‘““Meraoprst Times " of London,
England, gives an account of a rich
man who through gambling was re-
duced to poverty, starvation, despera-
tion, and suicide. In a letter left by
the unhappy man he ascribed his ruin
to three things : gay companions, the
turf, and the gambling table. He
expressed his horror of the race-course
in the warmest terms, describing it as
a perdition on earth, a place where
ignorant and foolish men are cheated
and become the prey of low and cun-
ning scoundrels. Another touch to
the sad picture is given in the letter in
which the unfortunate man says that
while he had plenty of money to spend
he lunched with dukes, princes, and
lords ; but when all was gone, not one
of these faithless friends could be found
to render him the slightest aid or
rescue him from starvation. How
similar are the devices of Satan on
both sides of the water. It is a
lamentable fact that the secular papers
devote far more space to the races than
to the churches. These snares of the
devil are paraded, advertised, and
encouraged by newspapers which claimn
to be agents of reform. Young men
by scores are ruined every year by
them, and when they have spent all,
those sinners who flattered and fondled

them will neglect and despise them.

Pulpit and Politics.

With mere party politics the pulpit
can have nothing o do. With ques-
tions as 1o who shall rule, what
measures shall be adopted to carry on
the Government, what policies as to
commercial and mechanical interests
shall prevail the pulpit has little to
say. Those are questions outside of its
legitimate tield of expl~ration and dis-
cussion. A minister working for this
party or that, using his holy office to
advance the interests of this clique or
that is a pitiable specticle. It matters
not to the pulpit, as far as mere party
goes, whether Whig or Tory, Republi-
can or Democrat, prevails. The pulpit
is to teach all parties and all men to
do right. The kingdom cf Christ is to
be preached in the house of God. But
there come times when great moral
and religious questions become mixed
with political issues. Parties become
the advocates and defenders of un-
righteousness. They clash with the
law of Gud. The Cwmsar of the caucus
attempts to trample down the golden
rule of the Christ of Nazareth. It was
so when the 4reat parties of this
country were found bolstering up the
huge system of human bondage, which
went down in war and blood. It isso
now when politicians are fastening on
society the curse of drink. When
righteousness enters into the issue the
pulpit must speak. To have been
silent on the slavery question would
have been a sin. To be dumb now in
relation to the deadly work of the rum
shop is a greater sin. If politicians
put themselves and their parties in the
way of the march of Christ they must
expect the pulpit to thunder. The
time when the pulpit must speak can-
not be mistaken. The line is very clear.
Silence whén great moral principles are
at issue makes the pulpit faithless to
Christ and useless to the world.

The war of society on the saloon is a
legitimate subject of pulpit discussion,
and Sabbath discourse. The saloon
has taken the seat of empire and reigns
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through woods and over great ranges
of mountains, and you have travelled
from ocean to ocean through Canada.”
Great ignorance prevails in Great
Britain and the {,‘nited States, and
even in eastern Canada, respecting the
area of the Dominion, and especially
of that part of it which I have desig-
nated Greater Canada. Let us see
what the land areas contain. Mani-
toba has an area of 60.520 square
miles ; this is larger than Englaad and
Wales, which econtain 58 764 ; it is
larger than the State of New York
which has 47,000 ; it is 4,000 square
miles larger than Michigan with 56, -
243. Pennsylvania has an area of
46,000 square miles ; it is much greater
than Illinois, which contains 55,405
square miles. The District of
Saskatchewan has an area of 114,000
square miles ; this is nearly as large
a3 Italy, which has an area of 114,410;
it is 8,000 square miles less than
Nebraska, which has 122,007 ; it
i8 larger than Colerado, which has
an area of 105,818 ; it has a larger arex

A : « |
than the combined States of Massa- |
chusetts, Connecticat, Maine, New !

. , v |
Hampshire, Vermont, New Jersey |

and Delaware, which contain 113,307 : |
1t 1s nearly as large as New England, |
New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, aud |
South Carolina combined, with
area of 116,987. Alberta has an
oi 100,000 square miles : this is larger
than Illinois and Ohio, which tnj..:t'lhu‘I
contain 95,369 square miles. 1t is |
ne«r.y as large as Oregon with 102,606, |
Colorado has an area of 105,818, i

|

all

area

Assiniboia has an area of 95,000 square
miles ; this is larger than Great Britain
with 88 584 ; it 18 nearly as large as
Minnesota, which contains 95,274.
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“Rise up ye women that are at ease. |
Isaiah 32: 9.

[All contributions for this column
should be addressed to Miss Lypra J.
FuLierroN, CaRLETON, ST. JOHN.]

Home Secretary’s Report.

[Presented to the W. F. M. Society
at 1ts annual meeting. |

Dear Sisters :—In presenting my
report of this year's work. I must
necessarily be very brief. As I have
been waiting for reports from some of

fronn the ARt to vhie TPRsnl: Ss ‘ﬂfé'“ Districts, and two are behind yet,

terrible the reign is. The sorrow
made by the saloon infamiliesis beyond
computation. Its domination of our
politics is a disgrace to our civilization.
Well, society is fast awaking from its
guilty sleep, and a war on the saloon
has been declared, which is destined to
grow hotter and hotter until the saloon
is driven out of the nation. People
came very slowly to see the sin of
slavery, so they came very slowly to
see the atrocities of the liquor traffic,
But

Freedom’s battle once begun,
Bequeathed from bleeding sire to son,
Though baffled oft is ever won.

Society will triumph, the saloon will
g‘,).
apparent to us, but that it must go is
fast becoming the verdict of society.
Looking at the liquor trade as a busi-
ness sanctioned and licensed by
Government we see no way of meeting
it but by prohibition. The arm of the
law must dash the saloon to pieces.
Until that comes we ought to accept all
we canget—-local option, partial means,
restrictive laws—but the end must be
prohivitiou. The war of society on

the saloon means just that.—Inquirer,
e il > -G e
Greater Canada.

The order of its going is not yet

Canada is by far the largest of all
the British possessions, comprising
nearly one-half of the British Empire.
It covers more than one-fourteenth
part of the earth’s surface, and there-
fore holds no mean position in the
affawrs of men. The whole continent
of Europe is only 146,000 square miles
larger than Canada. The area of the
Dominion is estimated to contain 3,-
610,257 square miles. It is nearly
thirty times larger than Great Britain
and Ireland, and about 18,000 square
miles larger thain the United States,
including Alaska. Greater Canada
lies west of Ontario. Toronto has
the centre of civilization for the Do-
minion, but that is already changing,
and no more appropriate advice can
be given to our college graduates,
enterprising men of business, and
farmers’ sons, than *Go West, Young
Man!” The centres of population
must remain for some years east of the
great lakes, but these too will follow
the centres of land areas and civiliza
tion. The city of Winuipeg lies
nearly midway between the oceans and
may for all practical purposes be fitly
called ‘*‘the hub of the Dominion.”
The introductory sentence in Princi-
pal Grant’s ““Ocean to Ocean” brings
this forcibly to our minds. He says :
“Travel a thousand miles up the St.
Lawrence ; another thousand on great
lakes and a wilderness of lakelets and
streams ; a thousand miles across
prairies and upthe valley of the Saskat-

chewan ; and nearly a thousand miles

-

but as this is the eve of Conference, 1
cannot wait longer. I can scarcely
realize that another year has passed
into the eternal past. The opportuni-
ties for usefulness have gone, they can
never be recalled. Mrs. D. J. L.
Phillipa said, the saddest loss next to
a lost soul, was a lost opportunity for
good. I regret that I have not done
more in the work that lies so near our
hearts, the work that cost the Son of
God His life, and the life of many of
His dear children.

The Secretary of 1st District writes.

I regret that I cannot report as
encouragingly as last year, although
throughout the distric: there is a
general interest in Foreign Missions,
but we need more united organized
effort to get that interest into practical
use.

The amount of money reported is as
follows :

............ .8 6 50
DA SR 4 00
Perth, Arthurette, Long Island, 6 00

o R e Y $16 50

The Secretary of the 2nd District
sends a very encouraging report. She
says many of our sisters have awaken-
ed to the urgent need of also taking
up the Home Mission work. May the
dear Lord speed the day when the
Sisters in our denomination will engage
actively in helping the destitute at
home. Woodstock has raised 46,89,
839.46 for Foreign Missions $7.43,
for Home Missions.

May the Lord abundantly bless them
in their *‘Dorcas Society,” for ntting
poor children to attend Sabbath
School,

Tracy Mills Society is reported as
having done nobly in contri-

N s 5 vk e ceee$ 31 44
Lower Brighton,...,........ 14 07
L U SR A A 10 65
N . ol 10 00
OIS, . . ... i 7 50
Vickerta Corner, . ............ 3 00
I v s o b i s 6 70
T et 4 00
Gordonasville. . . . ... 3 20
I i 3 07
Palmer Settlement,.......... 2 36
D s L i b 80
S0 TR e et 210
River Bank,..... SRR ki 50
O SR GRS 2 50
Wpper TR R ; 1 00
Foiomm . .. ... PR L A 45
Mission Bandr organized by

Miss Gayton at Windsor,
Knowlesville and Culd-
SRR 13 39

Collection which was granted
for current expenses. . . .. 3 b6
T L . 8170 24

_ The report from the Third District
18 very meagre and unsatisfactory only
four Societies reported, namely,
Fredericton, Keswick, Upper Hains-
ville and Southampton.

In each of these except one the
Amount raised is considerably less than
last year. None of them except

890,

Fredericton held meetin

vear. Amount raised in Districts,
$41.25,
No report of the 4th Distriet to

hand, but I think the amount raised
was $20.60,

The Secretary of the 5th District
says—1I am sorry I cannot send » more
encouraging report. We have five
Societies on 5th District, only three
have reported.

Hampstead holds no meetings, have

raised by subscription,...... 811 10
Upper Hampstead,........ «ee 16 25
First Church Johnston,...... .« 290
2nd Wickham Society,........ 8 40
6th Wickham Society,.......... 3 20
1st Church Greenwich. .. ..... 1 00

L PR $42 45 |

The Secretary asks that 6th District
be remembered by the Sisters in their
prayers.

The Secretary of 6¢ch District says—
We do not feel satistied,with our year’s
work. Although tie membership of |
some of the Societies has increased, for |
this we are thankful.

Taylor Village, 9 members.$ 10 62
D wer, 4 i 8 60
Coverdale, 7 vy 10 00
Petitcodiac, 2 g $ 30
| Lower Hi'igt‘, 6 . T HH‘
Corn Hall, 20 " 20 00 |
Penobsquis, 14 4 16 85 |
Newtown, 3 i 3 25|
Sussex, 21 i 24 00 |
Dutch \'.'x“u,)', 2 " 7 16|
Apohaqui, 9 25 12 31 |
Mitlstream, 14 e 16 :')Ui
Spider Mt,, | e 2 70|
| Norton, 3 b, 4 50 !
' Midland, ‘ x 10 45
Graves Settl, 1 ¥ % S0
Portage ] : 1 00
North l(i\'t‘l‘, 1 Y 1 Q0
Collection 2 8i
dotal. ... 424..........8165 42|
Although the money raised on |

6th District falls below that of other

| years, yet we caunot but look upon it
| as in a very eucouraging condition.

The Secretary of the Tth District
writes—Notwithstanding the work on
our district has gone backward instead
of forward, yet there are features of
encouragement, one is, St. John Soc.
has had 16 added to its membership.
She also adds, what is needed in our
district is some one to visit the differ-
ent auxiliaries, more knowledge of
missions and mission work, alsc more
devotion to Christ and his cause.

St. John, 30 members, § 43 10
Carleton, 18 " 28 18
Beaver Harbor, 8 36
North Head, * 23 80
Wilson's Beach, .. 7 00
Collectiun 6 79

s FENRRRREAE $116 83

In looking over the field, we have
much to regret and much to be thank-
ful for. We surely need more conse-
cration, more individual work. Could
there not be seven sisters found who
would visit the District and with the
Lora’s help stir uy the minds aud
hearts of some who may have become
lndifferent, and awaken an interest in
some who have not yet enlisted 1n this
gramd and glorious work of extending
the Redeemer’'s Kingdom. 1 canuoc
| cluse my report without expressing my
| deep regret In not being abie tu meet
With you In your Annual Se:sion, but
hope an abundance of the spirit may
be with you to direct in ail your de-
liberations.

Respectfully submitted
K. 8. BABCOCK,
Home Secretary.
Temperance Notes.

—1 impeach intemperance: and I
accuse 1t ot the murder of millions of
souls. —Lr, Guthrie.

So do hundreds who go right off and
vote for men who they know will use
their influence to deepen and widen
the streams of intemperance. What is
the use of impeaching intemperance
and accusing 1t of murder if you then go

and commit murder ?

The rumseller
and the man who votes to license him
are

11 vne

bu&t[, and ** Murder ”

18
written on the bows.

—It is reported on good authority
the towns of South Dakota.

the Black Hills, causing many crimes
and domestic and social calamities,
The Prohibition law has produced a
revolution. Saloon-keepers who did
not abandon their business voluntarily
in obedience to the law were compelled
to do so by legal process. Thirty-eight
of these institutibns were closed by in-
junction in a single town. The benefits
which have resulted from this law in
this State are worth more than the
good fruits of any other single legisla-
tive act.

— A Baloon-keeper in Utica, Neb,

inserts the following in the loeal
papers .
** To whom it may concern : Kn-w

-

gs during the

| among thoughtful

and sell it « license to make drunkards

that there is no liquor to be found in |

Rum was |
onceé the curse of every mining town in |

! Sou-l-law.

| family would uuwmber seventy-four,

liquors at my saloon in tkis city. Teo
the wife who has a drunkardy for a
husband, or a friend who is unfortu.
nately dissipated, I say emphatically 3
‘*Give me a notice of such cases in
which you are interested, and all sugh
will be excluded from my place. Let
mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers,
uncles and aunts do likewise, and their
requests will be regarded.’”

And there are people who think such
a fellow is a superior kind of rums
seller, and should be commended. He
won't sell to those who have become
coufirmed drunkards, but he will take
the innocent and weak and turn them
into sots. Such a creature is the most
dangerous kind of a rum-seller,

—Three thousand business men of
Nebraska have signed an appeal for
the prohibitory amendment now pend.
ing in that state. The few remaining
days before the election should be
devoted to earnest work in behalf of
The present opinion
the state
that the amendment will carry should

the amendment.

men in

not lead any one to slacken his etforts,
The enemy 1s in the tield. “x 1s Wlly
He will not sur-
render till the 'ast ballot is cast on the

coming election-day.

and unscrupuious,

Eternal \'igil-
ance is the price of ‘liberty now as in
the past.

— The saloon is, indeed, the inveters
ate fce of the Church. The Southern
Star says by actual count last fall, in
one noulr 8 ti

Atlanta, Ga.,

, 81X leading salcons in

beat six prayer-meetings

| in point of attendance of young men
| by a score of 1,008 to 114. It is also
the fue of the home. The prayer-

| meetings will send voluntary attend-
-]

ants home to be better sons, husbands,
and fathers. The saloons send them
back with every natural good quality
obscured or distorted, and every evil
passion intensitied. A few years ago
Atlauta had Prohibitien ; to-day the
law sustains these nets and gins for
the feet of young men. Besides these
there are huundreds of other saloons
and groggeries in that city, probably
twenty to a prayer-meetiug.

- e ee>————

Concerning Women.

—A Cleveland hotel man says he
never before saw s0 many women
tra\'relliug alone as during the present
summer,

—Mrs. Enuly Pfeiffer, the English
traveller who died recently, bequeath-
ec almost her entire estate of $350,000
to charitable and educational establish«
ments for womeun.

—>Sister Rose Gertrude, the young
English nurse who created such a sen.
sation a few wonths ago vy volunteers
ing to go to whe Molakai leper station,
has given up tie work because she ig
displeased with the local management
of 1t.

— Mrs. Livermore, during two of the
hottest weeks of August, travelled
thirty-five huuared miles, and gave
eleven lectures at Chautauqua assem-
blies, beside atiending * couferences’
ol lalnperance, W,

wan  sutfrage,

nationalisin, ana physical cuiture,
—The Ewpiess of Germany, like
other

Eutupx.ﬂ.nx ladies of pusition,
dresses witn exireme plainuess for
church. She wears, usually, a wool

WalkKiug diess, woul jJacket ur uwsier, &
Sliupie round nav aud dark Bgluves, aud

18 8, lucouspicuvus » persou, that but

| for her place 1 e royal pew of the

| great Domkirche

. she would be supposs
|
!

ed L0 Deg sulny young Cuunty watron

civy, rather chan the
wile ol tae Kmperor,

on a visit to

'
Lo

—Queen Viciuria's family circle now

| numbers lfiy uving desCeudants, 1n-

| cluding svus aud daughters, grandsons
and granddauyioers, great-graudsons

aund  greal grauudaugliters Desides

has tour sous-in-law, four

| dauguiers-1u-law,

|
| these she
| ive

grandsous-ine.
{ law, aud oue granddaugnter-in-law,
| The Queen uas 1ust one son and one

Iu;m:__;uwr, ive gra.dsons, oune grand-
|

| GQaugiter, one great-gianudson and ovne

Ll these were Uving, her

. e o m—

When Moutreal teil into the hands
of Great Briuan 1a 1761 it had a popus
lation of 7,000. In 1781, it contained
27,297; the population increased 57,-
710 n 1852; 1a 1857, to 90,323 ; n
1363 vo 100,000, 1n 1871 00 107,220; 1n
1872 civic census, to 117, 865: 1881
to 140,737 ; . 1586, civic census, to
186,642, or with suburbs, 230,730,
By a civic census just taken the pepus
lavion 18 233,000, or with suburbs 283,
000, The gain 1n the last ten yeary
has been very large, aud every yeap

{e, that by the payment of $1,5627.40
am permitted to retail intoxicating

adds to 1ts size ana prosperity,




