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.Cleansing Fires,

Let thy gold be cast in the farnace,
Thy red gold, precious and bright ;
Do not fear the hungry fire,
With its caverns of burning light ;
And thy goldjshall return more precious,
Free from every spot and stain ;
For gold must be tried by fire,

As a heart must be tried by pain !
Ry &0.
In the cruel fire of sorrow

Cast thy heart, do not faint or wail,
Let thy hand be firm and steady,

Do not let thy spirit quail ;
But wait till the trial is over,

And take thy heart again ;
For as gold is tried by fire,

S0 alheart must be tried by pain !

I shall know by the gleam and glitter
Of the golden chain you wear,
By your heart’s calm strength in loving,
Of the fire they have had to bear.
Beat on, true heart, forever ;
Shine bright, strong golden chain;
And bless the cleansing fire,
And the furnace of living pain !
— Adelaide A. Proctor.

Thé Moral Character of Mis-
takes.

“|Only a mistake—not a fault, ” is a
common saying. Indeed, most people
seem to have a complacent feeling that
no moral responsibility attaches to
mistakes, If they deliberately go
wrong, that is a sin, and they expect
to be punished for it, somehow and
somewhere. But if they fall into the
wrong course, as it were by chance, or
if they unwittingly misuse opportu-
nities, and so fail to accomplish what
they otherwise might, they have made
a mistake, forsooth, and are blame-
less.

Now this is pernicious reasoning—
or rather lack of reasoning. It assumes
that a mistake is a kind
virtue; not, indeed, a virtue which a
man should cultivate, but nevertheless
one which falls rather upon the credit
than the debit side, in the balance of
character.
a great many mistakes,
worthy Christian, as he sums up his
life in

of negative

“T know that [ have made
says some

retrospect; ‘‘ but then, that is

not my fault. I couldn’t help it. God |

2 : |
knows I have done the best I could. 1|
have lived [t'p to my light.” And so

this aged servant of the Lord, looking
back down the pathway of life, and
seeing where he has
hither and thither, like a child chasing
a will-o-the-wisp, is almost minded to
take a little extra credit to himself be-
cause he bas reached the shore of
peace, over against the gates of gold, in
apite of so many wanderings! And it
8 indeed well for him that he stands
opposite the beautiful city—not by
reason of, nor in spite of, his mistakes,
but by the wonderful, the unspeakable
grace of God !

Mistakes have a moral value. All
must admit this much. Their valueis
not a plus value on the side of right.
This is equally clear. Then mistakes
must have a plus value on the opposite
side—the side of Therefore
mistakes are sins.

1. Mistakes create the environment
of lile. A man is what his previous
experiences have made him. This is no
fatalistic doctrine, for every man by

turned astray

wrong.

his own volition determines the current
of his experience. To change the
figure : Mistakes create a moral at-
rﬁ‘osphere, and that
miasmatic. Miasm-breathing character
is sickly and feeble. A young man
makes a mistake, we will say, with re-
spect to life. After
spending the allotted yearsin prepara-
tion, he enters upon his work what-
ever it is, and finds at once that he is
What
is the effect of such a mistake as this’
Bad, every time.

atmosphere is

his calling in

& round man in a square hole.

Life immediately
resolves itself into discourageing and
temptation—the discouraging of being
out of place, the temptation to break
away and be a meteor-man instead of
8 starman—a man without a law and
without an orbit. Few men in such
circumstances, have the ccurage to go
back and begin over again. They
have made a mistake, and they abide
by it. Their life-werk is either erratic
of halfhearted, and character loses its
fibre.

Is there no moral character, then, in
the mistake which creates a false en-
vironment for a maan’s whole life!?
What of the energy of thought, what
of the prayerful uplook, what of the
keen, presistent study of adaptabilities,
what of the humble seeking of wise
advice, what of the preliminary study
and observation that should have pre-
ceded that vital choice’?
preceded it ? In nine wasted lives out
of ten-——no! The choice has
hasty, born of visions, The
ment has been woven out of dream-
stuff. The man is morally responsible
for his failure.

2. Mistakes affect the lives of others.
In this world no man standeth or fall-
eth unto himself. Character and in-
fluence are The
man who makes mistakes helps others
to make mistakes also. There never
was so shadowy or contemptible a
figure that somebody was not treading

Have they

been
environ-

moral contagions.

may not be under his immediate in-

in its footsteps. And when a man
does a foolish and unwise thing, there
is not only the fact to be considered
that his individual and personal exam-
ple is infectious, but also the fact that
he has opened a way out of right into
wrong, which will always remain 28 a
pernicious suggestion to scores who

fluence. Mistake-makers are pioneers
into pestilential swamps; and the
more unique and peculiar the wrong |
environment which a man creates for
himself by his mistakes, the more like-
ly are others to stumble into the same
failures. It is a sophism to say that
men learn wisdom from the mistakes
of others. Far likelier are they to
gravitate toward the same pitfalls,
There is a strange fatality about moral,
as well as physical, danger. If a man
knows where it is, he is very likely to
plunge inte it.

Our mistakes lead others astray ;
therefore they are sins.

A brief and practical word on how
to avoid mistakes : Do nothing hasti-
ly. Nine-tenths of the things which
men live to repent have been done at
the beck of impulse. There are two
golden mottoes for impulsive people.
The first and best is, *‘ Stop and
think.” The second is, ** Don’t. ” In
the majority of cases the first motto
simply “endorses the second, but not
always. It is always better to stop
think about a proposed action
than to reject it without thought; but
if you cannot spare the time, or haven’t
the brains or energy to think, then
refain from taking every doubtful step.
It is better to stand still than to go
over a precipice.

Secondly, do not believe a thing
simply

and

because somebody says it.
Nothing under heaven is easier than
to postulate, yet with some men it
counts as the law and the prophets.
How many of us can date our saddest
mistakes from reposing a blind confi-
dence in something that we have heard
—some fallacy, perhaps some design-
Prove all things. Hold ‘

fast that which is good
il > = »

ed deception.

Finally, avoid mistakes by correct
ing them. This may sound paradoxi-
cal, but a good many logical paradoxes
work like a practice. A

large share of our mistakes may be

charm in

nullified by correcting them as soon as
we discover that they are mistakes.
It is lingering in the wrong that is
fatal. That strange inertia of the soul
—what a devil's spell itis ! Throw it
off —redeem yourself while you can!
Christians, remember that you are
just as ligble to make mistakes as any-
budy else, and your mistakes are more
harmful because you are Christians,
Very likely God will not hold us as
8 rictly to account for our mistakes as
for our deliberate sins, but He will
never remit their moral value, and cer-
tainly He will never credit them to us
a8 negative virtues.— Herald,
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The Morality of Sin.

One of the most comman delusions
among men is that nowand then a great
wrong can suceed. There is, if we
look at sin in full face, something in
its nature which condemns it to certain
death. The vitality is a thing of years
only, and sometimes of days. We are
misled by the apparent stability of a
bad cause. There are multitudes who
imagine that because intemperance still
rules its millions, and holds them with
an iron grasp, the bad cause must en-
Not so. No
Supreme Court is so longlived as a
righteous cause. They are poor arith-
meticians who base their calculations
on the long life of many an enormous
wrong. Soconer than we know it the
hour strikes the death of a monster
vice. and none were more surprised
than they who fought for only its grad-
ual overthrow,

The history of Poland furnishes a
singular illustration of the way in which
natiors imagine that a crime can be
committed with impunity. That
country was once the mightiest in East-
ern Europe, Its kings were heroes
who vied with the bravest champions
of all ages in their deeds of daring and
devotiontocountry. ItsJohn Sobieski
led the combined Christian forces of
the Continent. It had been one of the
few countries in Europe which has ex-
hibited any touch of sympathy with the
Jews. Now Russia, Prussia, and
Austriadeliberately sat downand divid-
ed that kingdom among themselves.
They blotted the country out of exist-
ence. It cannot be found to-day on
the map of Europe.

dure for ages to come.

The crime is un-
surpassed for downright royal iniquity
in modern times. It is just such a
thing ag Nero could have done and

| doer.

{ We should be too much elevated, like

be avenged. and their kingdem Ire-
stored. ‘
Several factors which determine the
mortality of all sin must be considered.
One of these is, that the character of
the men who represent it and fight for
its permanence is bad. The world
never loves a man who is really impure.
The sin and the man who fights for it
belong in the same category. Take
Thomas Paine as an illustration. He
labored steadily to propagate a disbe-
lief in Christianity. He wrote books
against the Bible. He was infatuated
with the spirit and daring of Voltaire
and the worst infidels of France at the
time of the Revolution of 1789. He
did much good for the cause of our
national independence ; but his labors
against the Christian religion weakened
his strong political position. What
was the result 7 Who were his friends
at last 7 He died in neglect, poverty,
intemperance. What hadhe achieved!’
People pitied him, but the millions con-
tinued to read the Bible, to pray, and
to sacrifice for the expansion of the
Redeemer’s kingdom.

There muet always be a character
corresponding to and in harmony with
the cause for which it combatz. All
eyes must see this harmony. John
Huss preached and labored for the Re-
formation in Bohemia. He was ab-
gorbed in his cause. When he was
burned at Constance the world could
see that the man and his cause were
identical. Hence he lived on. His
persecutors had good reason to fear him
dead even more than living. When a
bad cause has its representative, the
man is measured by his principles.
The cause may for the moment appear
to triumph, but in due time the forces
of good will come into ascendency.
The man himself cannot win love. He
and his object go down into oblivien
together.

But the most decisive quality in the
mortality of evil is that God is against
it. He watches every movement with
His all-seeing eye. He often ygives a
large measure of success to the wrong-
He lets him organize his force,
surprise by an ambuscade, and now
and then carry off a trophy. Paul had |
nearly reached Damascus, and thus had
ample time to mature his plans of blood
and persecution, before he was arrest
ed by the power of God. ‘No one ean
tell just when God s preparing His
instrument to put a death blow to some
great wrong. The British slave-traders
thought they had matters quite to their
liking. They grew rich by buying
slaves cheap in Africa and selling them
for a high price in the West Indies ;
but there was a little group which met
frequently in a quiet house in Clapham
Common, with Wilberforce, Zachary,
Macaulay, Clarkson, and othersas lead-
ing spirits. They determined on the
extinction of the crime. They did not
win in a day, but they did win at last.
God was against the crime, and he pre-
pared His human instruments for its
suppression. Our safest course always
is to find out the real quality of a cause
or a principle— whether it is one which
God loves. Then that must be chosen
as ours. Not only is this the only safe
course for our adoption, but it is the
course which will win,

No sense of gloom or discourage-
ment should ever come on good people
at the slow victory over a public sin,
over its apparent triumph, or over the
public censure of the men who combat
it. God often works slowly to our
judgment. But the very tardiness of
a victory over sin is sometimes a need-
ful discipline. We are not always pre-
pared for a success. We would often
not know how to handle it if we had it.

a boy tickled by a sharp instrument
which he has not the skill to use.
Qualities of mind need to be acyuired
—patience, wisdom, charity, many a
good quality-—in order to use aright
the victory when it comes. Godis very
merciful in giving us our triumphs sing-
ly, and then enforcing long intervals
between them, The Reformation was
not the work of a year or of a decade.
When it did come it was almost too
great an achievement to manage wisely
and humbly. The Reformers of Ger-
many fell into controversy, and actual-
ly lost by angry discussion much which
they had won. God does not give us
the whole heathen world in a century,
or in several. What would be done
with five hundred million of heathen if
they were. suddenly thrust upon us?
He gives us converts as rapidly as we
can educate them and build them up
into a pure and noble Christian life,

If, therefore, we are ever disposed
to repine over the slowness of a moral
trinmph, let us ask: Would we be
ready to use it aright if God should

smiled over it. But many an evil has
sprang out of that Partition of Poland.
All three of the countries have ever
since been compelled to use special
measures against the
their Polish subjects.
expect deliverance,

come when the crime against them will

insurrection of

The Poles still

The time may yet ’

| place it in our hands ? In the mean-
| time let us cultivate all the virtues
which we ueed for the safe management
. of our victories.

It will come not an
| hour later than we are worthy of it and

| able to cultivate it, and build noble

| structures on its granite blocks. — Chris,
| Advocate.

Do you sing at Home?

There is perhaps no pleasanter occu-
pation in the family circle than sacred
song. Many a home where there is
little of beauty, or ease, or luxury, is
made pleasant by ‘‘ thanksgiving and
the voice of melody.” If there be joy
in the heart and music on the tongue,
many rough places in life are smoothed
and plain, many dark spots are bright-
ened and made cheerful. Those fami-
lies who know nothing of sacred song
miss some of the purest pleasures that
fall to the Jot of mortals. Family
prayer is a duty and a privilege, but
family praise is none the less so, and
there is nothir.g that binds heart more
closely to the home than those *‘ songs
which mother sang ;” and old tunes in
which the voices of parents and
brothers and sisters join from a bond
of union which unites hearts when
mountains rise and oceans roll between
them. Sometimes the wayward son,
wandering in far-off land, hears the
songs his mother sang, and is charmed
by its music to know and serve his
mother’s God, Careful and melodious
singing in the home fits persons for
singing elsewhere, especially if persons
are taught to sing correctly, gently
and tenderly, and without much in-
strumental accompaniment. Theun the
hymns learned by the young linger
ong in memory, a precious heritage
against days of darkness and sorrow.
Let parents set the example of song,
and the children will be sure to follow.
Take time now and then, and enjoy
an evening of sacred song. Let the
voice of rejoicing be heard in the
tabernacle of the righteous and prayer
and praise ascend to the throne of God.
Let each child have his hymn-book,
and he will learn to prize it next to
the Bible, and will from it gather
many precious truths which will go
with him to life’s Jatest hour. Whoso
offereth praise glorifieth God. Let us
have more praising and less murmur-
ing, more song and fewer complaints.
Instead of fretting because of evil
doers, let us pray ; instead of repining
at out lot, let us leave our burden at
the cross, ‘‘and bear a song away.”
—The Common People.
B

Preaching to the Children.

If prevention is better than cure,
why are not more sermons preached to
children. They are certainly not as
fully recognized in the public services
as they ought to be. They are scarcely
regarded as a part of the congregation.
No doubt, one reason why so few ser-
mons are preached to children is,
because it requires both special adapta-
tion and special preparation to preach
successfully to children. The essentials
of sermons suitable for children are
these: Language, simple and colloquial;
illustrations, drawn from every-day
experience ; style, homely and sympa-
thetic ; matter, intensely practical. It
seems this neglect of the children in
pulpit teaching is very wide-spread.
The correspondent of an English ex-
change complains in the following
vigorous fashion: *‘‘Why are the child-
ren so thoroughly and cruelly neglected
in the churches? Is it not one of the
most trite utterances of the pulpit that
England’s hope lies with the future
mothers and fathers of England, the
children of to-day ? that twigs are so
easily bent? and so forth. And yet
the ministers of this country system-
atically neglect to act out their teach-
ing in this respect. It is urged in
excuse that so very few ministers have
the talent for preaching to the young.
More shame to them that they have
never made any attempt to cultivate
it. Years are devoted to theological
training at college, etc. 1 ask was
one hour’s training ever dreamt of to
fit them for this all-important work ?
It is not worth while to appoint a
* Chair ’ for this object, cr to take some
trouble to qualify young ministers for
‘ feeding the lambs ¥ ” We think no
one considers this matter, in all its
relations, can fail to come to the con-
clusion, that some share of the pulpit
instructions should be given to the
children.— Guardians.
el - A

A Son of God.

Henry M. Stanley tells that once in
the heart of dark Africa a native was
dragged before him by some of his fol-
lowers for stealing a gun. Stanley lock-
ed at the gun ; it clearly belonged to
his expedition. The poor man who
had it was frightened at the mention
of Stanley’s name, and could hardly
find his voice or say a word only, ** I
am a son of God ; I would not steal | ¥
This he repeated again and again. It
was all he could say.

Stanley wasinterested, and it dawned
on him that this man was probably one
of the converts of some of the mission-
aries laboring in that region, and he
accordingly gave him the gun, and al-
lowed him to go, while they pursued
their way.

At the next station where they
stopped they found the gun waiting

A FREE TRIAL PACKAGE

OF THE
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for them. It appeared that the gun
had probably been lost. This man had
found it, and when he was set free he
at once went with it to the missionary
for instructions, and by his direction
it was sent where Stanley would get it.
But what a light must have touched
that darkened son of Africa, who,
though brought up in all vileness and
theft and sin, had come to realize the
glorious dignity of a divine paternity,
and say. ‘“‘Iam a son of God; 1

would not steal. "'— The Christian.
SN S

Randoin Readings.

Doing good is the only certainly
happy action of a man’s life.—Sir P.
Sidney. ;

The happiness of your life depends
upon the character of your thoughts,—
M., Awrelius.

Learn how to differ with others
without giving them just cause for
being angry with you.

Kindness and envy are inconsistent;
they can no more abide together than
light and darkness.

““The path of the just is as the
shining light, that shineth more and
more unto the perfect day.

A contemporary says that walking
with God is not walking in a circle.
It means getting ahead.

Do well the littie things now, so shall
great things come to thee by-and-by
asking to be done.—Persian Proverb.

Temptations are the common lot of
man. It depends upon the individual,
if he will destroy or cultivate them.

The Lord redeemeth the soul aof his
servants: and none of them that trust
in him shall be desolate. — Psa. xaxwxiv.
92

v

We might as well attempt to bring
pleasure out of pain, as to unite in-
dulgence in sin with the enjoyment of
happiness.— Hodge.

Look upon the success and sweet-
nesg of thy duties as very much de-
pending upon the keeping of thy heart
closely with God, in them.— Flavel.

I want to feel a holy aptitude to give
my heart to God, and to walk in his
ways ; I do believe I shall go to heaven
if I have heaven in my heart.—Paul
Pastnor.

And God is able to make all grace
abound toward you ; that ye, always
having all sufficiency in all things, may
abound to every good work.—2. Corin-
thians, ix. 8.

It is not our rock, Jesus Christ,
which ebbs and flows, but the sea of
our own vnsatisfied, restless lives,
We can trust Christ that we shall al-
ways find him the same, in his fixed
purpose to save, to protect, to bless.

God brings no man into the conflicts
of life to desert him. Every man has
a Friend in heaven whose resources
are ualimited; and on him he may
call at any hour and find sympathy
and assistance.

The growth of grace is like the
polishing of metals. There is first an
opaque surface ; by-and-by you see a
spark darting out, then a strong light,
till at length it sends back a perfect
image of the sun that shines upon it,

Every one who lives in this world is
more or less a tax upon the industry
of others ; and hence everyone should,
at the very least, seek to contribute
to the world as much as it takes to get
him through it. If he does less than
this he dies at last in debt to mankind.
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cures

Minard’'s Liniment
Dandruff.

My friend, look here! you know
how weak and nervous your wife is,
and you know that Carter’s Iron Pills
will relieve her, now why not be fair
about it and buy her a box !

THE GRAND TRUNK SYSTEM,

AE Grand Trunk system differs

from the human system in that
the same remedies are not needed. For
all diseases of the human system there
is no tonic purifier, renovater and
strengthener as good as Burdock Blood
Bitters. A weak system can be built
up by B. B. B.

D, Sullwan; Malcolm, Ontario,
writes :—**1 have been selling Dr,
Thomas' Electric Oil for some years,
and have no hesitation in saying that
it has given better satisfaction than any
other medicine I have ever sold. I
consider it the only patent medicire
that cures more than it is recommend-
ed to cure. ”

Free and easy expectoration immed-
iately relieves and frees the throat and
lungs from viseid phlegm, and a medi-
cine that promotes this is the best
medicine to use for coughs, colds, in-
flammation of the lungs and all affec-
tions of the throat and chest. This is
precisely what Bickle’s Anti-Consump-
tive Syrup is a specific for, and wher-
ever used it has given unbounded sat-
iefaction. Children like it because it
is pleassnt, adults like it because it
relieves and cures the disease.

MINING NEWS,

M.aing experts note that cholera
never attacks the bowels of the earth,
but humanity in general find it neces-
sary to use Dr. Fowler's Extract of
Wild strawberry for bowel complaints,
dysentery, diarrhcea, ete. It is a sure

' MAILED TO ANY ADDRESS.

cure.

ARSONS

PILLS
Make New, Rich Blood'

These pilis were o wonderful discovery. No othet
ke them in the world. Will positively cure or reiiev
I manner of disease. The information around gac
ox ig worth ten times the cost of a box of pills Fin
1t about them, and you will always be thankful. Ox
ILL A pOSE, They expel all impurities from the blooc
elicate women find great benefit from using then
lustrated pamphlet free. Sold everywhere, or sent by
il for 25 cts. in stamps ; five boxes £1.000 DR, 1. §
JHNSON & CO.. 22 Custom House St.. Boston. Mass,
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INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY,

1890, WINTER ARRANGEMENT, 1891.

"\ N and after MONDAY, 24th Nov

1890, the trains of this Railway
will run daily (Sunday excepted), as
follows :—

TRAINS WILL LEAVE ST. JOHN.

Day Express for Halifax and Camp-

BOMUON L oivvivicrinasiion s ibbveaais 7.10
Accommodation for Point du Chene 10.40
Fast Express for HalifaX....oeeee.00es 18,30
Express fOr SUssSeX....ceesesss sasess sesess 18.80
Fast Express for Quebec & Montreal 16.556

A parlor car runs each way on
express trains leaving St. John at 7.10
o’clock, and Halifax at 7.15. Passengers
from St, John for Quebec and Montreal
leave St John at 16.55 and take sleeping
car at Moncton,

The train leaving St. John for Quebee
and Montreal on Saturday at 16.58 o’clock
will run to destination, arriving at Mon-
treal at 18.05 Sunday evening,

TRAINS WILL ARRIVE AT ST, JCHN,

Express from Sus8€X.. .iv..ievervesees 8.30
Fast express from Quebec and Mon- -
treal (Monday excepted)..... « 9,85
Accommodation from Point du
IO s orviides venbanius dbbio b ronis. AR DD
Day Express from Halifax..... ¥ oy 19.20

Fast Express from HalifaX........... 22.80

The trains of the Intercolonial Railway

to and from JMontreal aud Quebec, are

lighted by electricity and heated by steam

from the locomotive.

2 Alltrains are run by Eastern Stand

ard Time.

D. POTTINGER,
Chief Superintendent

Railway Office, Moncton, N, B,

20th Nov., 1890.

Canadian Pecific Railway.

NEW BRUNSWICHK DiIVISION.

All Rail Line to Bosten. & Tie
Short Line to Montreal, &,

ARRANGEMENT OF TRAINS
In Effect June 1st, 1891,

Eastern St;r—l—dard Time.

LEAVE FREDERICTON.

7.10 A. M. — Express for Fredericton
Junction,8t. John,ano intermediate
oints. Vancebore, Bangor, Port-
and, Boston, and points West ; St.
Stephen, St, Andrews, Houlton,
Woodstock and points north,
10.40 A m—For Fredericton Junction, St
John and points east.
4.20 p. M.—For Fredericton Junction, St
John, St. Stephen, Houlton and
Woodstock. No connection with St.
John on Monday by this train.

RETURNING TO FREDERICTON.

Frem St. John 6.25, 8,30, a. m.; 4.30 p. m.}
Fredericton Juanction, 8.15, a m,
12,10, 5.55 p. m.; McAdam Junc-
tion, 7.00, 10,50 a. m.; Vaneceboro,
10.25 a. m.; St, Stephen, 5.45, 7.45
a. m,; St. Aodrews, 7.20 a. m,,
except Mondays aud Wednesdays,
at 5.15 a. m.

ARRIVING IN FREDERICTON.
9.15 a. m., 1.20, 6.40 p. m.

LEAVE GIBSON.

6.55 A. M. — Mixed fer Woodstock and
points north,

ARRIVE AT GIBSON.

4.45 p. M.—Mixed from Woodstock, and
points north,

H, P, TIMMERMAN,
C. E. McPHERSON, Gen, Supt.
Dist. Pass. Agentn

DR. FOWLERS
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BRANDRAMS WHITE LEAD.

WO ton Brandram’s No. 1 White Lead
at lowest prices.

R. CHESTNUT & SONS
HARDWARE.

Per steamer from New York =

() ASES general Hardware and Me-
. chanics’ Tools;
3 cases Hand,Cross Cut and Ripping Saws;
1 case Blackswiths’ Tools;
2 cases Clothes Wringers;
1 case Files—assorted.

R. CHESTNUT & SONS.

HARDWARE.
Just received—

ll ASES General Hardware ;
4 dozen Horse Pokes.
And for sale by

R, CHESTNUT & SONS,
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