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Farewell, Old Year. 

Farewell, Old Year we walk no mor
e to- 

gether 

I catch the sweetness of thy latest sig
h, 

And, crowned with yellow brake and 

withered heather, 

I see thee stand beneath this cloudy sk
y. 

Here in the dim light of a gray Decemb
er. 

We part in smiles, and yet we met in 

tears ; 

Watching thy chilly dawn, T well remem- 

ber 

I thought thee sadest born of all the 

years. 

I knew not then what precious gifts were 

hidden 

Under the mist that veiled thy path from 

sight ; 

I knew not then that joy would come un- 

bidden, 

To make thy closing hours divinely 

bright. 

I only saw the dreary clouds unbroken
, 

I cnly heard the splash of icy rain, 

And in that winter gloom I found no
 token 

To tell me that the sun would shine 

again. 

O dear Old Year, I wronged a Father's 

kindness, 

I would not trust him with my load of 

care ; 

I stumbled on in weariness and blin
dness, 

Aud lo! he blessed me with an answe
red 

prayer! 

Good by kind Year, we walk no more 
to- 

gether, 

But here in quiet happin3ss we part ; 

And from thy wreath of faded fern and 

heather 

Y take some sprays, and wear them on 

my heart. 

—————————— 

The Gateway of the Year. 

their great law-giver.—(See Lev. 
0 23:24.) 
The Greeks of the time of Solon 

and Themistoc.es kept New-Year’s- 

day at the winter solstice; after 432 

B. C., the summer solstice marked 

the gateway of the year, the change 

being made under Pericles. The 

Aztec new year also began at the 

same time af the summer solstice, 

under the Montezumas. A peculiar 

caremony with the latter people was 

the extinguishing of 2ll the lights 

and fires on the night preceding 

New-Year'’s day, and the building 

of a new sacred fire in the great 

temple, as an augury of the renewal 

of the year, at midnight, from which 

couriers carried the flame anew over 

the empire. 
In England, December 25th was 

New-Years day until William the 

Norman's time- His coronation 

happened to occur on January 1st, 

and as it was considered an import 

ant evenl, the year was ordered to 

commence on that day ; but it soon 

grew out of fashion, and for four 

hundred years the English began the 

year with the 25th of March. In 

1752, King George 11. and parlia- 

ment adopted the Gregorian calen- 

dar and declared that henceforth 

the gateway of the year should be 

January lst. 
The Russians alone, of all the 

European nations, still reckon by 

theJulian calendar, and consequent- 

ly the new year in Russia is twelve 

days later than ours. Although the 

thermometer may point to thirty 

degrees below zero, the Muscovites 

keep it as a gala day. Like good 

members of the Greek Church, they 

celebrate mass early and devote the 

rest of the day to making and re- 

ceiving congratulatory visits,—the 

gentlemen calling and the ladies 

probably absorbed in affairs when 
pity in the sketch referred to, was 

his son was a little child. Most 

likely he was too busy to inquire 

into his baby needs, to sympathize 

with his baby wishes, to get ac- 

quainted with the little mind and 

satisfy its bent, to win the innocent, 

confiding heart and make for him- 

self a support for its outputting 

tendrils. 
A lover of children often observes 

tho kind of training which results 

in forgetful sons and daughters. A 

child leans against the father’s knee 

and looks up wistfully, longingly 

He is pushed aside, while the father 

goes on with hic talk or his reading 

or his work. The mature mind is 

absorbed with thoughts of business, 

of gain or loss, with far-reading 

plans, it may be with grudges or 

Rhirts. The approach of the little 

intelligence asking to be permitted 

to mingle itself with the father- 

mind is felt to be an intrusion, a 

hindrance. This unintentional hard- 

ness tc children is shown perhaps 

as often by mothers as by fathers. 

The mother is intent upon making 

the little garment, or cooking the 

dainty dish, or she is making the 

house spick and span for company. 

The little one follows her about 

feeling exactly the same sense of 

isolation, of sadness, that the mother 

will perhaps experience by and by 

when the same child,a woman grown, 

is unwilling to give up time and self 

for cherishing and pleasing the aged 

child-woman. 

What traveler has not seen in 

the cars a little group of bright, 

eager, curious children anxious to 

be told about this or that on the 

way. The mother, deep in a love 

story, scowls, scolds, commands still 

ness, instead of lovingly giving ber- 

knowledge of good books ‘Ls the | 

food of youth, the delight of age, 

the ornament of prosperity, the com- 

fort of adversity.” 
It is an open door to the best 

society, a stepping stone to the high- 

est fame, a crown of honor that out- 

shines the sun. These being true, 

it is one of life's societies that the | 

young should read good books and 

not weary therein. The following 

suggestions will help to profit in 

reading :— 
1. Plan your reading. Select the 

books to be read far in advance. 

Prefer bocks that are old enough 

and good enough to bs classical, 

attractive if possible, pure always. 

Books with beards are better than 

beardless books. 
9. Vary your reading. Follow 

romance with history, history with 

biography, travel, art, science, phil- 

osophy, religion Variety gives 

breadth and keep up interest. 

3. Limit your reading. Know a 

few books well than many books 

indifterently. Intensive is better 

than extensive reading. Big fish 

swim in deep water. 

4, Fix your reading. To this 

end read carefully, weigh thoughts, 

talk them over to yourself and with 

others, try to remember them. 

“Thinking makes what we read 

ours.” 
5. Time your readings. Have a 

book hour each day if possible. 

Especially however, utilise frag 

ments of time for a few pages of 

reading. Little and often masters 

the largest vclumes. 

6. Earich your reading. This 

do by looking up all allusion to his 

tory, poetry, art, mythology, per- 

sons, places, etc. 

7. Preserve your reading. O#p, 

if possible, every book you read ; 

“German 

| For Coughs & Colds. 
John F 
I have used German Syrup for the 

and colds. I recommend it to every-| 

one for these troubles. 

all's Book Store. 
New and well assorted list of Books 

for Libraries. 
Furnishings for Baptist Library a 

specialty ; all the newest and cheapest 

editions of s*andard Sunday School 
wuthors, now in stock. 

Sabbath School Registers, Class 

Books, Sabbath School Cards and 

‘Wall Cards always in stock. 

yrup’ 
. Jones, Edom, Tex. writes: 

| Berean Leaves,Quarterlies and notes 

Botigh, Cols, } for Sore Throat, ‘on the International S. S
. Lessons will 

and Lungs, and let me say to any-| 

one wanting such a medicine— Books always in stock and for sale 

German Syrup is the best. 

Pains in the Chest |g ordered at week's notioe. 
All the Baptist and other Hymn 

cheap. 
| EZ" The old stand and headquarters 

for Sunday School and church stock. 
B.W. Baldwin, Carnesville, Tenn., 

writes: I have used your German| —— 

Syrup in my family, and find it the Elall’s Book Store, 
best medicine I ever tried for coughs 186 & 188 Queen St., F'ton. 

oubl BELYEA HOTEL 
R. Schmalhausen, Druggist, of 953, 255 and 257 Prince William St., 

Charleston, Ill. , writes: After trying | 

scores of prescriptions and prepara- Sa
int John NN. B. 

tions I had on my files and shelves, | ep 
02 

without relief for a very severe cold, JAS. L. BELYEA, Proprietor 

which had settled on my lungs, I 

tried your German dd 

me immediate relief and a 

cm $0 

It gave ONE MINUTE'S WALK FROM STEAMBOAT | 

perma- | LANDING. 

nent cure. ® | #&& Street Cars for and from all Railway 

‘Stations and Steamboat Landings pass this 

| Hotel every five minutes, 

| Permanent and Transient Boarders Ac. 

\commodated. Terms reasonable, 

G. G. GREEN, Sole Manufacturer, 

Woodbury, New Jersey, U S. A. 

Among most civilized peoples of 

fo-day, January 1st, opens the portal 

of the new year, and to most of us 

there comes a sober thought as we 

pass through. There is something 

solemn in the pealing of the church. 

bells that rings out the old year and 

rings in the new, Charles Lamb 

said that he never heard it without 

a gathering up of his mind to a con- 

centration of all the images that 

had been diffused over the past 

twelvemonth, all that he had done 

or suffered, performed or neglected, 

in that regretted time. Nor was it 

a poetical flightin a contemporary 

when he exclaimed, “1 saw the 

skirts of the departing year. 

Ttis a season for both retrospec 

tion and prospection. And it was 

with a certain appropriateness that 

the old Romans dedicated New- 

Yeacr's-day, vo that God of their 

pantheon who had two faces and ex 

perienced no difficulty in looking 

two ways at once, Janus Bidrons. 

The deity could at the same time 

look backward into the past and 

forward into the future, and at his 

temple the old Latin God was re- 

presented with two faces. He was 

a peaceful and beueficent old deity, 

and from presiding over the opening 

of the new year, he gave an element 

of congratulation and good will to 

the day. Hence came the fashion 

of congratulatory sa'utions, friend- 

ly visits, and che mutal exchange 

of giftg, or strenae, as they of Ceesar’s 

me!lifluous language termed them, 

The old Romans on that day put 

on their holiday dress, and met each 

other with kindly salutations. Pres 

ents of figs, dates, honey-cakes, and 

confectionery were passed from house 

to house. Stately processions, in 

white attire marched to the temple 8, 

and the altars smoke d with sacri- 

fices. ven the slaves had a vaca 

tion that day, and joyousness reign 

ed During the latter year 3 of the 

Roman empire, New-Year's duy was 

the grand holiday commonly observ. 

ed, ing entirely disp'aced alike 

the Lupercalia and the Saturnalia. 

AN Y ear’s-day, however, did not 

always occur on the first of January. 

Nearly every nation has had a dif 

ferent date for the beginning of the 

year. The Romans reckoned the 

beginning of the year from the 

winter solstice, December 21st, 

until Julius Ciesar, in his reform of 

the calendar, changed it to the first 

of January. He it was who arrang- 

ed the year so that all the even 

numbers among the months, save 

February, had thirty days, and all 

the odd ones thirty-one. This re- 

gularity of alternation was changed 

by his nephew, Augustus, to gratify 
“T am quite as good 

as my ['ncle Julius,” he said, and 

my month of August shall have as 

a silly vanity, 

many days as his month of July.) 

So he took a day from February, 

making that mouth still shorter,and 

added it to his own month. 

The ancient Egyptians, Phanici 

ang, and Persians began their year 

at the autumnal equinox, September 

22d. Among the latter people, ex 

change of gifts was practiced and 
The Jews the people kept holiday. 

began their civil year at the begin 

ning of the month Tishri, about the 

25th of our September, but in their 

ecclesiastical reckoning the year 

dated from the vernal equinox 

March 22d. The distinguishing 

feature of the modern Jewish New- 

Year's festival (Rosh hashshanah 

receiving. Ceremonious visits are 

also paid in military and official 

circles, and equipages containing 

stately men in showy uniforms aro | ¢ 

intermixed in the broad and inter- 

minable streets with the droskies of 

well to-do civilians- In some of the 

Russian provinces the paying of 

visits in masks is popular on New- 

Y ear’s night. 

The Japanese first day falls on 

the 29th of January, by which date 

all accounts have been adjusted and 

disputes sett'ed. The first thing in 

the morning, the people from the 

highest to the lowest put on a sort 

of regulation dress of light-blue 

cotton. and throughout that day 

and the two that follow, they visit 

their friends and relatives in the 

vicinity, and send letters of con- 

gratulation to those in distant 

places. They have grand proces- 

sions and brilliant displays of fire- 

works on this fete, and in the high- 

er circles the ladies deport them. 

selves with a peculiar diversion call- 

ed the “butteifly dancy.” Presents 

are offered of cooked rice, roasted 

peas, oranges, figs, and confections. 

On the fourth day, tae New-Year’s 

decorations, representing lobsters 

the emblem of production), oranges 

(good fortune), cabbage (riches), are 

taken down, and boughs of fruit- 

trees and flowers, of which the Jap- 

anese are passionately fond, are set 

before the doors to signify the ad- 

vent of spring. 

The gateway of the year swings 

open for the people of Hindustand 

on February 14th, at which season 

there is an annual rejoicing called 

the Hooly, celebrated in honor of 

Khrishna. A peculiarity of the 

celebration that “caste” is not 

not observed. ‘Red” is the order 

nd the fun of the day, all classes 

of people dressing in red clothes and 

aoing about throwing red powder at 

one another or squirting it mixed 

18 

with water from a syringe on 

passers-by. For the three or four 

days this red-letter feast lusts, 

everybody appears to have been 

dipped 1n a tub of ak beer, not even 

the pet monkeys escaping. All this 

is taken in as good part as snow; 

balling is with us in America. 

The Chine:c begin eaily on the 

2d of February their New-year's- 

day, by propitiating heaven and 

earth with offerings of rice, tea, 

wine, oranges, und imitation paper- 

woney, which they burn with in- 

cense, joss-sticks, and candles. 

Afterward they worship their 

household gcds, and make offerings 

to their deceased ancestors. Daring 

fifteen subsequent days there is a 

constant festival in which all classes 

take part.—Golden Rule. 
fm anh 

A Natural Consequence. 

I lately read a pathetic article 

depicting the last days of a lonely 

old man living in his married son’s 

family. No one was positively un- 

kind to him yet they all had their 

business, their pleasure,'their friends, 

and the old man was mentally and 

- | spiritually alone. 
We commiserate the deariness of 

such an old age and do not*remind 

-| ourselves that it may be the natural 

outcome of the son’s dreary child- 

heod. There is a similarity between 

the condition of little children and 

, | that of old men and woman. At 

both ends of life there is need of 

.| sympathy, help, a stooping, brood- 

preter and guide. 

to chill even once a child’s enthusi- 

of the reaching, yearning soul be 

constantly unwound from their na 

tural clinging place ? 

answers itself.— Congregationalist. 

one of those cautious millionaires 

curities that he could get. 

self up to the little folks as inter- 

It is dangerous 

sm. What if the clinging tendrils 

The question 

BR E— 

Two Death Scenes. 

A rich man was dying. He was 

who would have only the best se- 
So he 

had all that he was worth in U. BS. 

Government bonds. As he grew 

weak and delirious, he kept saying : 

“ Where is my money ? 1 don’t see 

it! I don't feel it! Have I lost it! 

Must I die a pauper after all?” 

His son and only heir, after consult- 

ing with the physician, went to his 

father's vault in the safe deposit 

and brought a bundle of bonds. 

These he handed to the dying man, 

whose eyes brightened at once. 

Taking the package in his skinny 

am rich! I am going to die a mil- 

lionaire ! 7 No doubt the touch of 

those promises to pay soothed his 

anguish, He was suffering from the 

delirium of avarice, the insanity cf 

selfishness. It wai incurable, but 

the bonds gave such alleviation as 

they could. He was permitted to 

hug his idols as long as sensation 

lasted. Then they were taken back 

to the vault. He could not take 

them with him into the spirit world. 

His heirs would not bury them with 

him in the tomb. He and his 

wealth were parted forever. 

The other scene was that of a 

poor man rich in faith. His mind 

was wandering, too ; but it wander- 

ed Christward and heavenward. 

He murmured: “ Didn't you say, 

O Lord, that you would come again 

and receive mc to yourself I Didn't 

you have it printed in the Book for 

me % The devil says no ; but I woa’t 

believe him, Yet I want to be 

sure. Children, bring me the Book, 

the one I used to take to church 

with me! Open it to that chapter 

in John that begins, ‘Lat rot your 

heart be trovbled.” Open my bosom 

and lay the open Bible on my heart. 

As long as the heart beats [ want 

it to beat against that promise, that 

God may know I die in faith,” 

Now, I don’t think that that good 

old man was so very crazy after all. 

When we are weak and sorely 

tempted we need all the props we 

can get to sustain our faith. | have 

opened at the sweetest of chapters 

and laid on my heart, And I will 

tell them that when I die 1 want 

them to bucy it with me. There 

may be a tinge of superstition in 

this, but I don’t care. I want to 

get all the comfort out of the Bible 

that I can, and to do all I can to 

commend it to others. And I can 

not help thinking that seeing an old 

man carried to his burial with his 

Bible on his breast will make an im- 

pression upon the minds and hearts 

of the apectators.— Ses Smith in 

Journal. 
amt and ed 

How Reap wit PROFIT. — 

Reading is companionship, educa 

tion, culture. It upbuilds and furn- 

ishes and beautifies the soul, It 

1'0 

consisted in the blowing of horns, it 

accordance with the institution o f Jet go. 

) | ing kindness The child is too young 

» ! to take hold of life, the old man has’ 

This lonely man, whom we 

mark choice passages 

make comparisons of them ; often 

commune with them. 

namely : plan, vary, limit, fix, time, 

enrich, and preserve your reading 

will be one of the most profitable 

exercises of your life. 

nights. 

loons $50. 

drinks. 

£100. 

is being ruined. 

home drunk. 

$300. 

is in jail. 

hands, he opened his bosom and pa 
a bidh 

placed it against his heart. He q . A ig child i: a confirme 

muttered : Yes, I feel it; Yes, I runkard. 

in them; 

These seven things remember, 

—— 

Moruer—Our boy is out late 

Father— Well, we must tax thesa- 

M.—Husband, I believe John 

F.—We must put up that fax to 

M.—My dear husband, our boy 

F. Try'em awhile at $200. 

M.—Oh, wy God ! my boy came 

F.—Well, well, we must make it 

M.—J ust think, William, our boy 

F.—T'il fix those saloons. Tax’em 

F.—Up with that tax and make 
it $500. 
M.—Our once noble boy a wreck. 

F.—Now [I'll stop’em; make it 

2600. 
M.—We carried our poor boy to 

a drunkard’s grave today. 

F.—Well, 1 declare, we must re- 

gulate this traffic ; we ought to have 

m: de that tax $1,000.—Exchange. 

ll + 

Grace is all of God. The first 

movements of the heart are by his 

Spirit. How well the apostles put 

the case: “After that ye have 

known God; or rather are known 

of God.” We know him, in his 

first knowing us. 

Ask for Minard's and take 
no other. 

Tie 
Flavoring 

strength. 

Superiority of the “Royal 
Extracts” is purity and 

QUINSY CURED, 

ENTLEMEN,—I used to be trou- 
bled with quinsy, having an at- 

tack every winter. About five years 
ago I tried Hagyard's Yellow Oil, ap- 

plying it inside ny throat with a feath- 

er. It quickly cured me and I have 
not since been troubled, I always 
keep it in the house. 

Megs, J. M. Lewis, 
Galley Ave., Toronto, Ont. 

A COMPLICATED CASE. 

a Bagster 1370le that I have read tor t BAR SIR hoe 

many years. I think that when 1 appetite. I could not rest at night, 

get too feeble to read T will bave it | and was very weak, but after using 

three bottles of B. B. B. my appetite 
is good and I am better than for years 
past. I would not now be without B. 
B. B, aud am also giving it to my 
children. 

Mrs. Warrer Burss 
Maitland, N. S. 

The action of Carter’s Little Liver 
Pills is pleasant mild and vatural. They 
gently stimulate the liver, aud regulate 
the bowels, but do not purge. They 
are sure to please. Try them, 

Rev. J. B. Huff, Florence, writes : 
“I have great pleasure in testifying to 
the good effects which T have experienc- 
ed from the use of Northrop & Ly- 
man’s Vegetable Discovery for Dys- 
pepsia. For several years nearly all 
kinis of food fermented on my stom- 
ach, so that after eating I had very 
distressing sensatiors, but from the 

 develcps ¢.nfidence, enriches con- 

versation, and cultivates grace, The 

and to help you to make a se 

or Collar, Fur Muff, Sealette or Astrachan 

material, of which we have a larga stock of the 

we would state that we 

for the Holiday Season to 25cts. per yd., 

gpecial lines of Fancy (3oods and 

Handkerchiefs, Fancy Handkerchiefs, 

S.1k Handkerchiefs, 

Mitts, Nappa Tan and 

have a fine selection ; 
wet weather. 
invite one and all to give us a call. 

ss stock of GOODS SUITABLE fcr PRESENTS, We are showing an immen 
lection, we will enumerate a few articles, from 

which you have a splendid assortment to choose. 

—Good Black Silk Dress, Sett of Nice Furs, Fur Cape 

Jacket, Dress Pattern, of any 

latest novelties ; and just here 

have reduced all our eingle width Wool Dress Goods 

former prices, 30 to 50cts. Several 

Notions. Linen Handkerchiefs, IIem Stitch 

Kid Gloves, Kid Mitts, &c., &c. 

FOR GENTLEMEN :—Good Persian Lamb, Otter or Beaver Caps, 

Linen Handkerchiefs, Mufllers, Lined Kid Gloves or 

Buckskin Gloves and Mitts, Fur Coats of which we 

Melissa Rain proof Coats, a splendid thing for cold or 

as our space is limited, and we 

FOR LADIES: 

Now we must stop enumerating, 

— 

TENNANT, DAVIES & CO. 
November 29th. 

Our stock is Overflowing 

Trade. An inspection solicited. 

goods are other than represented. 

JOHN J. WEDDALL, 
Fredericton, N. B. 

£230 Life Assurance Lompany. 
HEAD OFFICE-MONTREAL 

2108 = 

1g with goods suitable for the Christmas 

Money refunded in all cases where 

W
h
i
 

The rapid progress made by this Company may be seen 
from the followin 

Statement : 
INCOME, ASSETS, LiFe ASSURANC 

IN FORCE. 

1872. \nvennnnr. 848,210.93... ....... $546,461.95. .........81,076,350.0 
1874. one. 64,072.88. ......... 021,362.81...... ... 1,864,302.0 
1876. oon 102,822.14, . 0000000. 715,944.64...... ... 2,214,093.4 

SE fides 127,505.87. .cvvosees 773,895.71. ...cc0n.. 3,374,683.1 

YR etERERenIt VT IRR CWT” eR . 3,881,478.0 

asap gl vu rT ODER 1,073,577.94......... _ b,849,889.1 

vO RRR agteaRY 7 TT IEEE ©.1.274,397.24........ .. 6,844,404.0 

TO IGReRRgRYls TT 1 IRR BREE © 1,411,004.38. ..... vo. 7,030,878 1 

ERE co EERE, dey fl TTY AT SoReal 9,413,358 ( 

ST ER iv) 4 "1,750,004 .48..........10,873,777.0 
1008. LL enaTae. LI BE 111,931,300.6 

S080 iiss. i DOR LABAD; oii LL RSE. iii 17,164,383.0 

II 6 iden 889,078.87. .... Ll 2911,014.19..........20,698,680. 

Tho SON issues Abseluely Uncondiione Lie Poii 
R. MACAULAY! 

PRESIDENT MANAGING DIREOTO 

J. B. COUNTER, Ceneoral Agent. 

16 Prince William St., St. John, and Queen 
St, Fredericton, N. 

=>The Creat Church LICHT. cs 
NK ater efl re give the Moat Powe the Softests 

{ed and cy Pe Light RI for Church: Stores, Show Windows, ¥ 

¥arlors, Banks, Offices, Picture Galleries, Theatres, D
epots, etc, New and ele- Wy 

time I commenced the use of the Vege- 
table Discovery I obtained relief, 

ant designs. Send size of room, Get circular and estimate
. A liberal discount 

( churches and the » O01 Pearl Street, N. X. \ LJ 

Less than one Month 

CHRISTMAS. 
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