RELIGIOUS INTEL

LIGENC

ER.

s s et prssimmttse e —

—

O>ronp

WHY FREE BAPTISTS ARE

OPEN COMMUNISTS.

Why they Commune with all

Saints.

A PAPER READ AT THE MINISTERS' CON-

FERENCE BY REV. G. W. FOSTRER.

‘‘ Neither pray I for these alone but
for them also which shall believe on
me through their word ; That they all

may be one ; as thou Father, art in
me, and I in thee, that they also may
be one v us, that the world may be-
¥eve that thou hast sent me.”
Free Baptists are open Communists,
because—
1. Communion with all saints tends
to union, the strength and beauty of
the Church. *‘Behold, how good and
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity.” Union among
christians disarms Satan of his dead
liest weapons, silences a gainsaying
world and conteains them to acknow-
ledge the divine origin of the religion
of Christ. The more his disciples of
every rame are united in feeling and
action, the ignorance,
superstition and vice be subdued, and
the nations converted.

Jesus will rece

sooner will

The prayer of
hment,
They will be all one then, not neces-

sarily in name, but in heart. They

ive an accomplis

baptism, was not administcred in the
name of the Father, Son and Holy
Ghost. Some whom John baptized
had not so much as heard whether
there be any Holy Ghost (Acts 19 : 2.)
Some of tho#e who recsived John’s
baptism were afterwards baptized by
the Apostles. This was the case with
certain disciples whom Paul found at
Ephesus (Acts 19 :5), and i all pro-
bability with many others. For these
reasons we think it clear that John's
baptism was not christian baptism but
rather an introductory rite intended
to prepare the way for the coming
Messiah and his kingdom. The reasons
for believing that the rite performed
by John was not christian baptism will
apply with equal force to that per-
formed by the disciples of Jesus, pre-
vious to his ascension. If as the Rev.
Robert Hall (Baptist) maintains, the
Jewish dispensation continued in force
till the death of Christ; if christian
baptism originated in the express com-
mand of Christ (Matt. 28 - 19), if the
baptism which the digciples of our
Lord performed was not administered |
in the name of the Father, Son and
Holy Ghost,but was merely a pre;

5.

ara-
tory and initiatory rite into the Gospel
dispensation, then, ¢ qually with John’s
baptism it cannot be recognized as

{n that bless-
ed realm there will be no uncharitable

will be one in Heaven.

restrictions, no exclusiveness, no Sapar-
If these will be unknown
why should they exist

ating walls,
in heaven,
here ?

It must be apparent to every careful
observer that one great separating wall
still the acknowledged dis-
ciples of the Lord Jesus Christ : viz.,
close communion, a wall not erected
by Divine authority but by man, and
tending to cherish intolerance, bigotry
and pride, one of the remnants of a
narrow superstition musy fall
d love,

Because this ordicance. so signifi-

divides

which
before increasing lighit a:
)

-

cant of the atonement, was designed
for perpetual and universal observance
in the church, It wus designed for all

) b

ed in rememberance of Christ, in
whom they all, alike, have a personal

christians, because it was to he observ.

practice of close communion ; it says

christian baptism. Unless this whole
argument is unsound, christian baptism
was not instituted prior to the com-
munion. It follows, of necessity, that
he sacrament
to his disciples, when as yet they had
not received christian baptism, then
christian baptism is not,

if Jesus admwinistered t

18

an indispens-

advocater of cloge communion, is ‘‘the
order of in that commission
given to the ambassadors of Christ,”
““Go ye therefore and teach all nut lons
baptizing them in the name of the
Father, Son and Holy Ghost ; teach-
ing them to observe all things what-
soever I have commanded you ; and lo
[ am with you always even unto the
end of the world,” (Matt. 28 : 19 20.)

words

This commisgion is no warrant for the

o
5]

interest. This i evident from the
following Scriptures Matt, 26 - 26-30,
Mark 14:22.26, Luke 22 :17-2C, 1
Corin. 11 : 23-30.

3. Because the assumption that bap-
tism is required as an indispensable
prerequisite to admission to the Lord’s
supper, and the practice of refusing it
to all whom they regarded as unbap-
#ized is unauthorized by the Scrip-
tures, and the reeult of numerous groes
errors and corruptions whiech found
their way into the church during the
first four centuries of the christian era.
A, “Thus saith the Lord,” that bap-
tism is an essential condition to com.
munion cannot be fouud in the
tures, the
18 wholly de-
pendent on the authority of Christ,
E

its

Serip-
The sacrameut of Lord’s

& positive institution,
i8 will being the measure of our duty

relation to it, the pre cept requiring

observance is a positive one not
gathered by implication or inference,
Bat there is no precept ths
and the Lord's Suppe

connected, or

it baptism
\re insepar vbly
that former is
wmdispensable prerequisite t

the an

) the pri-

vileges of the latter. There is no more
reason to conclude, from any passage
contained in the Bibie, that baptism
18 an indispensable prerequisite to the

communion,than that it is an indispen-
sable prerequisite t ) prayer.
4. Because ¢!

be ned

dence. Th

8@ communion cannot

$
BUSI

al circumstantial evi-

n)
e hirst evidence usually em-
pl yed relates to the order of

}m;'?

time in
which the ordinances of ism and

it
baptism had

the Lord's Supper w
has

the ,wrmz'i!)

ere mstituted.

been asserted that

. No ])i(n?f can be foung.
There is no evidence that every one
of the disciples had received christian
baptism previous to the mem irable
night in which the Saviour adminig-
tered to them the emblems of |

u),!l_ L]l- :d.
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Again, christian baptism

Was not instituted until after the in-
stitution of the Lord’s Supper. The
rite administered by J
ciples of Christ
mission

ohn and the dis-
y previous to the com-
28:19) and

them (Matt 28
wag given, is

before the Holy Ghost
nct to be regarded as

given

chriatian bap-
tism, nor the same as the ordinance
instituted by Christ (Matt.
[t was merely an introductory

IR 1
VA |

.“'}
rite,
designed

U0 prepare the way

Gospel dispensation ;
agree not only with the
but with the most re ipectable writers,
Baptist and Pedobaptist of the present
day. Christian baptisin originated in
the express command of Clirist, *‘Go
ye and teach all n \ttons, baptizing
them in tho name of the Father, and
of the Son and of the Holy Ghoust,”

No such origin can be claimed for the

baptism of John, who baptized for | ¢
some ‘ time before he knew Christ
(John 1:31.) He ascribes his com-~

mission to the Father (John 1:33.)|to the communion all who exhib't |
The Iz.;ﬂ]n*n of John, unlike christian proper evidm of true yziz;fy, To

The worst disease-Dyspepsia.

and in this we | a

the wilfully obstinate and dizobed
The Spirit of the Apostolic precedent,
admitcing i
have been, is clearly t}
to

only, who exhibited proper evidence

we would proceed according to the
5

K. D C. Restores th

nothing about the Lord’s Supper, and
Was not given watil after this ordinance
had been instituted and administered,
The passage might be properly adduced
to show that all baptized believers are
required to observe the sacramental
service ; but it proves no inseparable
connection or dependence of one Gos.
pel ordinance upon another. The third
evidence supposed to authorize
communion i3 the order of adminis: ra-
tion in the primitive and A postolic
practice. In order for this to avail
anything it must be shown that the
Apostles and their asseciates never re-
ceived an unbaptized person to the
communion.

6

close

This cannor
We freely admir tha

be done.
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it was the gener-
al practice in the Apostolic and primi-

hem

tive churches to baptize persons bhefore
admitting to

t the
}

t communion :
baptism was considered essential t

"
i«
0
Salvation ; baptism was visible

sign of a profession of faith in Christ,

+1
vile

and was reqaired as such of every be-

liever. In those churches there could bers
b(‘: no zni.*“‘xkt‘ on !,‘

\e subject of bap.
tism, for the Apostles knew what the

¢laims of that ordinance were and how | body.

baptism,

communion serviece.

L3 9t b
Spivit,

able prerequisite to communion, The
second evidence relied upon by the | Christ,

individual, for
membership in the particular church
in question, he can in some other with
whose doctrinal views his own accord.
One of the following courses must be
pursned by churches of different de-
nominations;
each others members,

1us offering,

I

seriptural,

make the statement a« clear as we can
{ under the administration
Apostles, there eould be no mistake
about baptism, and those who neglect-
ed it could not be recognized as chris-
tians, and therefore were refused ad-
mission to the table
at the present day
honestly mistaken un the subject of
Having received what they
conscientiously belicve to be baptism,
they may refuse to submit to the real
ordinance, and yet be true christians
and therefore entitled to the privilege
of commemorating the Saviour's dying
love at his table,
Agsin, Free Baptiets are open
Communists because it does not follow,
while there are different churches and
denominations, arising oat of differ-
ence in doctrinal views, that they must
refuse to unite with each other in the

of

persons may

The table is t

Lord’s not theirs, and they are invited
to it, to commemorate the sufferings
of Christ, not to cherish a sectarian

ordinance was desigrd for the benefit |
of all the children of (;0d, and that no
| part of them can assume the control of
it, and exclude the pes

cipation

o
)

. They furtherbelieve that it

not incongistent for a chorch to refuse
membership to one of different senti-
ments, and yet permit him to unite
with them in the eommunion service.
They deny him membership with them
on the ground of his difference of
doctrinal views from theirs, they allow
him to unite with them in the com-
munion service on the ground of his
personal interest in the atonement of
No injury is done to the

if

he cannot obtai

(1) to commune wit

the communion was designed for all
evangelical christians, (3) to deny that
any of those with whom they will not
commune are Kvangelical christians.

Free Baptist O

¥

al'c

munists, because close communion is
repugnant to the principles on which
the Lord’s Supper was instituted, and
the object for which it was designed,
The object contemplared in the insti-
tution of this ordinance was, unques
ably, to preserve in the church, down
to the latest period of tme, a lively re-
membrance of the Saviour’s meritor-
““As oft as ye eat this
bread, and drink this cup, ye do show
the Lord’s death till he come.” Close
Communion would exclude a large
number of acknowledged Christians
from the privileges and banefits of this
important ordiaance.

Jecause close communion 18 un-

Many passages might be

| quoted to establish this position, but
we choose to confine ourselves to one
which forbids schism among the mem- |
of Christ's body.
Christ which is the chureh is one, and
every true believer is a member of that

The Apostolic languaze on this
4 2

it ought to be administered. Under | subject is so much in point that we
these circumstances a person refusing | quote the passage at length, “For as
to be baptized could not have been ad-.

mitted

to the communion for the
reason that he knowingly and wilfully
rejected one of the ordinances, and

therefore showed that he was not a

true He would have been

believer.
denied admission to the Lord’s table,

the
Uit

1not on oround that baptism

indispensable condition to communi mn,

o

y
under the circumstances 1t

but because, b refusing to be baptized,
was pliced, he showed that he did not
poseess a christian character. Th it is

not the case now. The O mgregation

alists, Methodists
Episcopolians generally refuse to suk. |
mit to what we (the Baptists) consi
k but

baptiem
dest roy their

u'(*r
christian refusal
of
Tor fuse to comn-
mune with M(:Hmdht‘x, Cor

their

does not

23
1acnee

LV

christian character,

\gregation-
alists ete., on the ground of the ;\p.)s

tolic precedent, is to declare

the
to the
world that they are not christiaus,
The truth is, that the Apostolic

cedent does not

pre
suthorize close com-
munion, but the contrary, No sane
man will deny, but there are mulei.

tudes of as enlightened, conscientioug

e

And the

'd devoted christians in the denom-
inations mentioned as any on earth,
Must we exclude them from the com-
munion because the Apostles excluded
ient ¥

be what it is claimed to

Lo
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e communion these, and those |1

f christian character. If, therefore,

spirit of that precedent, we must adini

e Stomach

To Healthy Action.

| is not one member, but many,

)
i

K D C

the body is one and -nath many mem-

bers, and all the members of that one
b J

body being many, are one bod

also is Christ.

v

' &)
For by one spirit are

f0

we all baptized into one body, whether
we be jews or gentiles, whether we be
bond or free, and have been all made
is an | to drink into one spirit,  For the body

If the

foot shall say because I am not the
» which he | hand, I am not

of the body; is it there-

| fore not of the body ? And if the ear
shall say, because I am not the eye, 1

am not of the body; is it therefore not
y Presbyterians, and l of the body ?

[f the whole body were

| an eye, where were the hearing ? If
the whole were hearing

where were

=)

the smelling? But now hath God set
the members overy one of them in the
body as it hath p

]
i

And if

eased him,

they were all one member where were
body? But now are they many
| members, yet but one body. And the
éye cannot say unto the hand, I have
no nzed of thee; nor again the head to
the feet, I have no need of you. Nay
much more those members of the body
which seem to be feeble are necessary:

se members of the body which

we think to be less honorable, upon
these we bestow more abundant honor;
and our uncomely parts have more
abundant comeliness.

For our comely

parts have no need, but God hath
tempered the body to

ge

ther, having

given more abundant honor to that
part that lacked.

That there shonld

e no schism [margin division] in the
body; but that the members should
have the tame care one for another.
And whether one memher suffer all the
members suffer with it; or one member
be honored all the members rejoice
with it. Now ve are the body of

CURES MIDNIGHT
|

DYSPEPSIA.

of the Lord, but

Free Baptists believe that the

from its parti-

(2) to deny that

€Il C<)lll-

It builds up a
separating wall which Christ and the
Apostles never required but expressly
forbade.

The body of

Christ and members
the | (1 Corin. ; 12:12-17.) If Paul had bee
munion he could hardly have employe
a better argument, or chosen a mor
appropriate illustration.
priuciple laid down in the passage i
be

Chrigt
E

divided ? (1 Corin.; 1:13.

not,

Christ.

he
8. Because
Scriptural.  Christ designed the ordin-
ance for the benefit of all His follow
ers. At the time of instituting it he
said, “Drink ye all of it. (Matt. 26:27).
{ That this command was

not restricted
then present, but ap-
| plied to all who should succeed them,
is evident from (1 Corin. 11:26), “For
as often as ye eat this bread, and
drink this cap, ye do show the Lord’s
death till he come,” Again the ordin-
nance was designed for all who are in
the fold of Christ—all the members of
his general church and not of any
visible local organization exclusively,
Christ has expressly taught us that all
who are in Him are in his fold, the
geuneral church. ““Then said Jesus
unto them again, Verily, verily, 1 Sy
unto you I am the door of the sheep;
I am the door, by me if any man enter
in, he shall be saved, and shall go in,
and out, and find pasture. (John 10:7-9).
The advocates of close communion are
willing to admit that many pedo-bap-
| tists are real christians, If they are
real christians, they arein the number
of God’s children, and have a right to
sit at their Father's table. If they
are real christians, they have spiritual
communion with Christ and his people,
and ought to be permitted to have
visible communion. God communes
with them if they are real christians,
and why should any of the professing
people of God be wore strict in their
communion, than he is? If pedo-
baptists are real christians, they are
among those who feed upon Christ by
faith. Should they not be permitted
to feed upon the appoiated emblems of
his body and blood ? They are par.
takers really and spiritually; should
they not be sacramentally ? If pedo-
baptists are real christians, they are
heirs of heaven, and will shortly be
received to Heaven;should it be made
more difticult to obtain a seat at the
sacramental table on earth, than to
procure admission to the marriage
eupper of the Lamb above f Heaven
is certainly the great object and end
of the Christian pilgrimage, and earth-
ly ordinances are but the mesns of ob
taining it. Should it be made more
difficult to secure the means than the
end? Should the Lord’s table be
barred against the approach of those,
to whom the gate of Heaven is open ?
9. Becausethe principle maintained
in the Aposles’ doctrine, authorizes
free communion,

l"“ the disciples

is

n

h

Peter once suppis-
ed the blessings of the Gospel to be
confined to one people, but a voice
from heaven declared to him, *““What
God hath cleansed that call not thoun
common " (Acts 10:15.) Afterwards the
Apostle boldly proclaimed, *Of a
truth I perceive that God is no respect-
er of persons: but in every nation he
that feareth him, and worketh right-
eousness i1s accepted with him., (Acts

10: 34.35.) If then persons have been

8icramental tible ? Says Paul,”
“Wherefore receive ye one another,
as Christ also received us to the glory
of God ” (Rom. 15:7).

10. Because the Scriptural require-
ments of forbearance are favorable Lo
free communion, as they exhibit both
the doctrineand practice ofthe Apostles
in circumstances analogous to the one
under consideration. Paul treats this
subject at large in the fourteenth and
fifteenth chapters of Romans, On this
passage we cannot refrain from giving
comments of that clear, forcible writer,
and devoted christian, Robert Hall,
“How refreshing it is to turn from those
rigid and repulsive principles (of close
communion) to the contemplation of

(
1
L4
I
L4
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the generous maxims of the Neaw
Testament, **Him that is weak in the | ¢

&
P
h

b3
o

faith, says Paul (Rom. 14:1) receive
ye, but not to doubtful dis

putations,
and after illustr

ating his meaning by

verts, he proceeds to inculcate the

in particular |

discussing the question of close com-

The geperal

precisely applicable to the case in hand.
With the view here presented of the
relation which all true believers sustain
to each other, we ask, with him, “Is

ither our pedo-baptist brethren are
members of Christ’s body, or they are
If they are, then can they law-
fully be divided from the other mem-
bers of that body ? Close communion
is a schiem, a division in the body of
When an ordinance is cele-
brated in commemoration of the living
Head, designed for the nourishment of
the whole body shall one member gay
to the others, I have no need of you ?
Free Communion is

Joined the toleration of sincere chris.

sistent with the practice of the Church
in the ages succeeding the Apostles,

cleansed of God, and are acce ted of [ Thavea boy, fifteen years old, born in ¥iehkin

i ’ P portrait encloa:ad. whognd the eczema so offensive
him shall we regard them as too | that I could Dot stay in the room with him. Ihe
“‘common” to bhe admitted to the ot Sulferedterribly.

It would be useless for me
this boy endured.

the world, if

of CuTicURA REMEDIES.
weeks 08 sound as a

The new Blood

stitutes, to which, though abrogated
by the new diepensation, a part of the
church adhered, while its more enlight- ‘
ened members understood, and em-
braced the liberty with which Christ |
had made them free. “We that are |
strong ought to bear the infirmities of !
the weak, and not to please ourselves.” g"
A moment’s attention to the connexion }
will convince, that the term weak in |
both passages, denotes persons whose |
conceptions are erroneous, for thef
inspired writer is not adverting to the |
different degrees of conviction with |
which the same truths are embraced,
but to a palpable difference of judge-
ment. Thus far the case here decided
is precisely similar to that under pre-
sent discussion. Our difference from
the pedo-baptists turns on the nature
and obligation of a positive institute.
The error of which Paul enjoined the
toleration, consisted in adhering to
ceremonies which had been abrogated,
| the error with which we are concerned,
| consists in mistaking a ceremony which
is still in force. It behooves us to
examine the principle on which the
Apostle enjoing toleration, and if this
is applicable in its full extent to the
case of our pedo-baptist brethren no

n

d

e

8

)

|
|
|

eateth not; and let not him who
eateth not judge him who eateth ; for
God hath received him. Who art
thou, that judgest another man’s ser.
vant ? To his own master he standeth

state of Salvation, as if that error had
been mentioaed by name ; and as few,
if any doubt the viety of many pedo-
baptists, it not only justifies the recep-
tion, but renders it an Jindispensable
duty. Nothing can be more futile
than the attempt to turn aside the edge
of this reasoning, by remarking there
is no mention of baptism, and that this
18 not the subject of which Paul is
treating, as though the Bible, con-
tained no general prineiples, no max-
ims of universal application, but that
precise directions must be found for
every possible emergency that in the
lapse of ages mayoceur. The Bible gives
general rales of action, broad princi-
ples, leaving them to be applied under
the guidance of sound discretion ; and
wherever it has decided a doubtful
question accompanied with and express
statement of the principle on which
the decision is founded, such explana

vion has all the force of an Apostolie
canon, by which we are bound to regu-
late our conduct in all the variety of
csses to which it applies. Hence we
have ouly one alternative, either to
deny that those who diffsr from us on

the subject of baptism are accepted of
God, or to receive them into fellow-

ship (that is into the communion ser-

vice) on exactly the same ground and

on the same principle, that Paul en.

t

d

l

m
Vi

n
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tians.”’
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11. Because Free Communion is con-

Suffered Terribly. Doctors and Medle
oines Useless. Cured in Four

Weeks by Cuticura.

or

E;- feet were terribly eore,
he could not wear any shoes,
and had therefore to stay at
home from school. When he
put on a pair of dry stockings
in the morning, they would
/ In one hour be saturated with
moistare and very offensive
even in the coldest weather.
The disease began to spread
over his body especially his
bhands and ﬁngcrs. The
thumbe on both his hands be.
came stiff and as useless as |
two withered sticks of wood.
Lo try to tell the suffering
1 took him to two different
loctors, both gave him lots of medicine, but all to
10 use. He grew worse. I therefore despaired of
'ver having him cured. One day I saw the great
enefits promised to those who would use Curi-
URA REMEDIES. I went right away to the drug
tore and bought them. I must cou?fleml had but
ittle faithin them. However I used them accord. |
ng to directions, and to-day 1 say truthfully to all
‘ou wish to publieh it, that my eon is
3, thank God and thank the digcove rers
They cured bim in four
old dollar.
JOUN BAVAQGE, Fishkill Village, N. Y.

Cuticura Resolvent

and Bkin Purifier, inte
'UTICURA, the great Skin Cure, and
OAP, un exquisite Bki
tantly relieve and sp

ntirely cure

roally, and
Curicuna
n Beautifier, externally, in.-
eedily cure every disease and
umor of the skin, scalp, and blood, with loss of
air, from infancy to age, from pimples to scrofula.

—————

? da ! : z ’ Sold everywhere, T’ricg,C("r!('r'ru,%c.;SOAP
adducing examples of various divey. 3503 RESOLVENT, $1.50. Prepared by the Por’ | |
3 b3 2 . TER I GANDC 1104 “"';",:'."‘ N

gities of sentiment amongst his ocon. TER DRUG AND CHEMIOAL CoRi RATION, Boston,

I=5"“THow to Cure Skin Diseases.” 64 ages, 50

| is algo consistent with the

Mr. Crosby, another Baptis
informs us that
Baptists in England had he
mixed with other Protestan;

munion then, although it
existed with all its spirit of
and exclusiveness in the paps
archy, in the Protestant chy
modern invention,

long a missionary in Bengal ;

Charter, of the Baptist mis
Ceylon.

qualified to feel and act corres
such a subject as this, it isth
denying, consecrated missionary
heathen. Let the same spirit of
consecration and disinterested
which possesses the faithful miss
pervade the whole church, and
communion would not survivea

communion is highly salutary.
the Bible, it recognizes but two
acters among mankind, the

and the wicked.
christians on the same broad, ele
platform,
them feel that, whatever may be
diversity of condition, circums
| and
{ ent imperfect state —that, alth
they now know but in part
through a glass darkly, and the
have different conceptions, yet
wre all one in Christ Jesus, hs
common interest, and are all bou
the same eternal rest.

destroy contention, detraction
proselytism, and to diminish th

ferences which unhappily exist a
christians,

munion in Heaven.

out the entire household of fai
earth,

[ W™
! "?;’0'-

I

offensive odors instantly.
eases

& " % W Nt
Ninks, Cess Poolg, Hog Pens, Cow
and places of this class.

19,

Passing over other evidepg
be sufficient to adduce g
In the primitive churchey g
was agitated whether tp, |
ministered by heretics wag
although the dispute eligid
feeling on both sides, it w,
mitted to interrupt the fell
the church. Says one,

Cyprian at that time, my
vary according to divenity
and people, but, neverthe
variations have at ng time
the peace aud unity of the ch

\,
i
-

1892.
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brns Of pain il

alied, as well

tfxe Bapt.lst.a prior to the ref [amaness,
Says a distinguished Baptist i ;
‘“ Before the rise of Lo S0 Thro:
Calvin, there lay concesled i | -

. bo, SHIT Jof
all the countries of Europe, "’
ly in Bohemia, Moravia, gy; s r 3-—;
and Germany, Many persong E__-__'__._—_
her.ed tenaciously to the Ji0 COUNT.
vyh|cl} the Waldefxses, Wicklig e\LERS  PRIC
Hussites had maintaineq, T —
cealed christians, we have goodny BAIRD,

for believing, were mostly B

““ prior to 1

g

It is a rep

ol

he cage too, with the excelle

If there is any one

Ay.
12. Because the influeace of

It places all

Its tendency is to

opinion, resulting from the

Its tend
to promote love and fellowshil

.

There will be free
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