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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER.

JANUARY 6 R 2
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The Certainties of the New
Year.

The New Year has a smiling face, .
Buat tells no tales of what may be;

In silent power he takes his place,
And wraps bim in uncertainty.

And yet some things I count upon,

‘Which he must give ere he be gone !

I count upon some real advance;
This slow old world a stage will move,
And call from out its dissonance
A new, sweet melody of love;
And something will compel the year
To bring all good a step more near.

I count upon some Godward growth
Among the peoples of the earth;

They lose thelr way,and break their troth
Forgetful of their heavenly birth;

But ever shorter grows the night,

And clearer, every year, the light.

T eount upon a large increase
Of those who love their fellow-men,
Who feel the angels’ touch of peace
And hear the Bethlehem song agajn,
And spend themselves in ministries,
And wake forgotten harmonies.

I count upon a Father’s care;
Men shall not lose Him in the dark;
Nothing can hart them unaware
Whom God takes up into His ark,
And, let the year bring +hine or shade,
God’s ¢children need not be afraid.

I connt upon some tears to shed,
Some sleepless nigh(s, some weary days
fome heaviness of heart and head,
Bome thorny paths, some stony ways;
These, more or less, for every one,
But joy and rest when all is done.

The love of God I count upon

A8 on the mountains in their strength;
It has not failed in the years gone,

It will last on through all life's length;
1 cannot count on my own love,
But His is sare as Heaven above.

Has the New Year a secret face?
There are some things he cannot hide.

Welcome him all, and give him place;
L.ong as he can he may abide !

Well,

We trust him-he the rest shall t 11!

He has surprises for us ?

MARIANNE FoRNINGHAM.

New Year Thougzhts.

The going and coming of the years
are suggestive. Hemust be heedless
indeed, who is not aroused thereby to
quickened thought and reflection. The
change is made silently and without a
break. but to him whe is alert and
observant, it is like stepping from ove
plank to another as thev fl at on the
current of a mighty river. They follow
each other in such close connection,

that just as the one upon which he has
been running slips away and falls over
the precipice into the irrevocable past,
he steps upon the next and begins anew
the race for life. Whether or not he |

| religion of Jesus.

-

of his crucifixion, Jesus accomplished a
work the noblest and grandest f any
that ever lived. And what was it that
characterized his life? Besides its
purity and godliness, it was its earnest-
ness, intensity and devotion to duty.
He *‘must be about his Father’s busi-
ness.” There was no time to be spent
in idleness or indifference, but he was
to be found ‘‘ever going about doing
good.” He “‘set his face steadfastly”
to do his work, and althoogh *“‘cut off”’
in the midst of his years, he could say
as he expired on the cross, *‘It is fin-
ished.” And the work of that brief
life was the greatest that was ever ac-
complished. It has been growing in
influence and power from that day to
this: and it will continue to increase
until the world shall be redeemed to
God.

Long life, then, is not necessary in
order to do a work that will be an
honor to ourselves and a blessing to
those who come after us. What is
needed is that we make good use of the
present. If we wish to accomplish
anything or rise to be anybody, it must
be done by hord work and by i.aproving
every day and every hour. This is
what the new year is saying to us:

‘*‘Act, act in the living preseng,
Heart within and God o’erhead.”

3. Since the new year reminds us
that time is passing, another thought
suggested is that owr lives are signifi-
cant, The Psalmist says, “We spend
our years as a tale that is told.” Not
that life 1s, as the common interpreta-
tion has it, a certain number of years
“told” or counted off one by one, as a
“tale of bricks;” butlife is a sto'y that
is being told. The Apostle expresses
the same idea when he says, “Ye are
epistles, known and read of all men.”
The life of every man is a story of some
significance to which others are listen-
ing. Each year completes a chapter,
What is the “‘tale” your life is telling?
It may be trifling—as light and foolish
as an idle gossiper’s. It may be harm-
ful and damning, because of the weight

| your position and respectability give to

your wicked and disreputable acts. Or

the story of your life may be good and
ennobling,

There may be going forth
from your life and acts such a pure,

' sweet and beneficent influence as will

impress others with the nobleness of
manhood and the desirableness of the
Which isit? Well,
whatever story your life may have been
telling in the past, what will it be
during this **glad new year” upon which
we are entering/’

The tale that life tells is infinitely
more forcible than that told by the lips.
Example is better than precept. Prac-
tice 18 better than rules. We all know

{

sity in a man’s maturer change f out-
look. Striveaswemay to keep theshort-
sighted and often foolishideals of youth
how few of us live after the pattern of
our early dreams ! KEspecially as re-
gards our life-work, in ninety-nine
cases out of a hundred the man meets
life’'s necessity by coing that which
never entered into his boyish plans.
Usually it is somewhat more substan-
tial, the work we are dcing in our ma-
turity, than that which we contemplat-
ed in our youth—better work, probab-
ly, as we realiza before we finish it.

Occasionally, to be sure, a mature
view of life is taken in youth—a view
which needs ng revisal; but this is not
often. Most of us have to put our
early ideals away in sacred places, as
we do rose-leaves and old letters and
first sentiments. They are worth
keeping because they were sweet and
beautiful, like flowers; but like flowers,
also, they could not last. The serious
and abiding judgments of a mature
mind displaced themm. The time came
when life ceased to be a romance and
a dream. The realities took the place
of the fancies, and life was adjusted
according to its abiding principles.—
Zion's Herald,
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Causes of Spiritual Declen-
sion.

Perhaps you spend too little time in
communion withGod throughhis Word.
[t is not necessary to make long prayers
but it is essential to be much alone with
God; waiting at his door; harkening
for his voice: lingering in the garden
of Scripture for the coming of the Lord
God in the dawn or the cool of the day.
No number of meetings, no fellowship
with Christians no amount of Christian
activity can compensate for the neglect
of the still hour. When you feel least
inclined for it, there is most need to
make for your closet with the shut
door. Do for duty’'s sake what you |
cannot do as a pleasure, and you will
find it become delightful. You can
betterthrive without nourishment than
become happy or strong in Christian
life without fellowship withGod. When
you cannot pray for yourself, begin t.
pray for others. When your desires
flag, take the Bible in hand and begin
to turn each text into petition: or take
up the tale of your mercies, and begmn |
to translate each of them into praise,
When the Bibleitself becomes irktome,
inquire if you have not been spoiling
your appetite by sweet-meats and re-
nounce them; and believe that the
word is the wire along which the voite
of God will certainly come to you,
the heart is hushed and the attention |
fixed. *'I will hear what God the Lord
ghall speak.” More Christians. than

i » » °
! something of the influence of a wicked o ’ oring ;
will reach another, or be carried down | g we can count are suffering from a lack

te eternity with this one, as 8o many |
were with the last, he knows not.

1. The first thought, then, suggested
by the changing years, 1s the wncer- |
tainty of life. Will my life last through |

life to draw men down to shame and
degmdation.
influence too.

a young society lady. ‘I wasn’t con-

of prayer and Bible study, and no re-

But a holy life has its | vival is more to be desired than that of |

**‘Under whose preach- | systematic private Bible study. There
ling were you converted?’ was asked of | i

8 no short and easy method of godli-
ness which can dispense with this.—F.

the year, and shall I see another? Who | verted under anybody’s preaching, but | B. Meyer.

!
is there to whose mind that qum;tinn1

|

does not come as he eaters upon a new |
year, and remembers how many started |
with him upon the old with just as fair |
prospects of life as he has now, but |
who never reached the end? Ah, human |
life! How uncertain! And, at best, |
how brief!

2. The next thought suggoested is
g 4

work, activity, This springs out of the

first. If life is uncertain, how dili-
gently it ought to be employed. No
one wants his life to be a failure, It

is a commendable which
animates, or uuuht to nlmnatn, every-
one to do something to make the world
better, and for which he will be grate-
fully remembered by succeeding gener-
atione. If anything of this sort is to

be accomplished, we must set about it

ambition

at once. The years are passing rapidly,
If we would improve them it must be
now. It is not necessary that we
should live long in order to dp a work
that will be a blessing to the world;
but it is necessary that we should be
earnest, active, diligent workers in our
day. The men who have made the
deepest impress on the world, or who
did a work that has been and is exert-
ing the most beneficent i fluence, have

by my aunt’s practising,” was thereply.
She had been able to sit unmoved
under the strongest sermons and most
powerful appeals from the pulpit, but
there was a power in her aunt's pious
living, in her beautiful, consistent,
Christian example, which she couldn’t
resist. Will that be the story—will
that be the effect of our lives in this
New year/!— Unated I'/‘rsh_l/!»rmu,
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Revising Life.

there comes to most of us a time when
life has to be revised ? We get to see
things in clearer lights, in more abid-
ing relations. Hitherto we have pro-
ceeded upon temporal assumptions

theories of life which cannot stand the
test of eternity. We have lived and
planned as if this life were all, or at
least, as if this life were the principal
thing. But suddenly-—or it may be

gradually—he true perspective opens
Immediate things are
dwarfed and dwindle into insignifi-

cance; the everlasting verities break

before us.

upon our vision like mountains out of
a4 morning mist.

This life-crisis usually comes when
one is emerging out of youth into man-

not always been those who lived the
longest, F. W. Robertsun died at the
age of thirty seven. So did Raphael.
Robert McCheyne did not live to be
thirty. Scephen was a y ung man when
put to death by the Jewish rabble,
But what a work these men accom-
plished in the short time they were
h :re, and what an influence for good it
is still hav ng! How did they do it?
By hard, earnest work. They werenot
idlers. They were consecrated men.
They made good use of their time, and
improved their

rise up and call them blessed,

But the best and grandest example
of what may be accomplished in a brief
2 Only
thirty tlree years of age at the time

lift*, iB that of onr b'essed I‘,,rd.
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opportunities, and
although their days were few, they
did a work which will Jast as long as
the world stanus, and for which thou-
sands in every age since will at last

hood or womanhood. It is often pre-
| ceded or accompanied by some painful
or trying experience, and in itself at
the first it is commonly a depressing
experience. We speak of it as coming
to look upon the serious side of life.
Yet there is no great spiritual joy pos-
sible to one who fails to make this
grand life-revisal. We cannot keep
the childview of things always, It
would not be natural, While we are
your g it is meet that we should speak
and think as a child, but when we be-
come men we must put away childish
things. The great and impressive
facts of life must be taken into the
account; and 8o soon as we are able to
contemplate them they will modify,and
perhaps change altogether, our esti-
mate of ourselves and environments,

We may determine to make this re-
visa! of our life ourselves, or God will

S e

The “One Thing Needful.”

What the Savicur means by ‘‘one
thing needful,” is spiritual religion—
personal salvation from sin. That is
our necessity, and indispensable to our
welfare in this life, and in the life to
come. We must be saved or perish.
We can live without scholarship,
though that would be a great priva-
tion; and without property, though at
a great inconvenience; and without a

but we cannot be without religion and
be happily satisfied; that is the one
thing which secures happiness and in-
sures heaven. Other good things end
with the present life, that extends to
the life to come, and is our supreme
gU"d-

Personal religion is the necessity of
all classes. The young and the busy
are prone to neglect it as something
that may be deferred to a future time.
This is a mistake. If you are young,

you need religion all the.more, to re-

strain and help you; besides, you may

die young, as many do, and no one is

prepared for death without personal

spiritual salvation. If you are in the
midst of business activities, your best
safeguard is religion; besides, nothing
is more common than for the active to
be called by death in the midst of their
worldly plans. If you are parents, do
not excuse yourselves because of your
many cares. Religion will help you to
bear your responsibilities; will make
you better fathers and better mothers,
—and, remember how many parents
die and leave their children behind
them. Death is inexorable, and wil

not censult our suroundings or state of
readiness. The one direction for all is,
“‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God and
hisrighteousness,”

Personal religion is a necessity in
the emergencies of life. It bridges us
over the hard and dangerous places in
life's journey. No one travels the
road without meeting severe encount-
ers, disappointments, losses, tempta-
tions, sickness and bereavements. In

make it for us. There is a grim neces-

all these, religion upholds us, and
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gives us cumfort; it is the one thing to
abide with us when other things are
gone. When we sit down amid the
shadows of desolated homes, religion
opens rays of light from heaven upon
us. Besides, in an instant, we may
fall in death, be dashed to pieces by
casualities, but in such case we are
ready. This is one thing needful we
should seek from the first, and keep
to the last, in life’s perilous journey.
— Rev. William Graham, D. D,
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The Inward Battle.
Happy for every man that the battle

begin in him again and again, as long
as his flesh is not subdued to his spirit.
[f he be wrong, the greatest blessing
which can happen to him is that he
should find himself in the wrong. If
he have been deceiving himself, the
greatest blessing is that God should
anoint his eyes that he may see—see
himself as he is; see hiz own inbred
corruption; see the sin that doth so
sasily beset him, whatever it may be.
Whatever anguish of mind it may cost
him, it is a light price to pay for the
inestimable treasure whice true repen-
tance and amendment brings; the fine
gold of solid self-knowledge, tried in
the fire of bitter experience; the white
raiment of pure and simple heart; the
eye-salve of honest self-condemnation
and noble shame. Ifhe have but these
—and these God will give him, in
answer to prayer, the praye'r of. a
broken and contrite heart—then he
will be able to carry on the battle
sgainst the corrupt flesh, and its affec-
tions and lusts, in hope, in the assured
hope of fiual victory; ‘‘For greater is
He that is with us than he that is
against us.” He that is against us 1s
ourself, our seifish self, our animal
nature; and He that is with us is God
—God and none other; and who can
pluck us outof His hand?— Rev. Charles
Kingsley.,
i i

God’'s Chisel.

Look at the artist’s chisel. The
artist cannot carve without it, Yet
imagine the chisel, conscious that it
was made to carve, and that it is its
function, trying to carve alone. It
lays itself against the hard marble,but
it has neither strength nor skill. Then
we can imagine the chisel full of dis-
appointment. *‘Why cannot I carve?;
it cries.”” 'T'hen the artist comes and
seizes it. The chisel lays itself into
his hand and is obedient to him. That
obedience is faith. It opens the chan-
nels between the sculptor’s brain and
the hard steel. Thought, feeling,
imagination, skill, flow down from
the deep chambers of the artist’s soul
to the chisel’s edge. The sculptor and
the chisel are not two, but one. It is
the unit which they make that carves
the stone.

We are but the cliisel to carve God’s
statues in this world. Unquestionably
we must do the work. But the human
worker is only the chisel of the great
Artist. The artist needs his chisel.
But the chisel can do nothing, produce
no beauty cf itself. The artist must
seize it, and the chisel must lay itself
into his hand and«be obedient to him,
We must yield ourselves together to
Christ and let him use us. Then his
power, his wisdom, his skill, his
thought, his love, shall flow through
our soul, our braia, our heart, our
fingers. That is working by faith.—

Is it not true that, sooner or later, home, though a great disadvantage; Phillips Brooks.
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Do Good Now.

Dr. Johnson wisely said : *“‘He who
waits to do a great deal of good at
once, will never do anything.” Life
is made up of little things, It is but
once in an age that occasion is offered
for a great deed. True greatness con-
sists in being great in little things.
How are railways built? By one
shovelful of dirt after another; one
shovelful at a time. Thus,dropsmuke
the ocean. Hence, we should be will-
ing to do a little good at a time, and
never ‘‘wait to do a great deal of good
at once.” If we would do much good
in the world we must be willing to do
good in little things, little acts one
after another; speaking a word here,
giving a tract there, and setting a good
example at all times; we must do the
first good thing we can, and then the
next, and the next, and so keep on do-
ing. Thisis the way to accomplish
anything. Thus only shall we do all

the good in our power.— Epworth
Herald.
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Resolutions for 1892,

The following resolutions for the in-
coming year are earnestly commended
to the prayerfnl attention of all.

By the help of divine grace I will
endeavor to faithfully keep the resslu-
tions hereto attached :

1. To daily walk with God during
1892,

2. To be more prayerful during
1892,

3. To be wore faithful to the
Church, its services and work in 1892,

kageof the de»{:n WORKINGK. D, C. MAILED TO ANY ADDRES:— K. D. C.Co., Now Glasgow, N.S.

between the spirit and the flesh should

4. To study God’s word more dili-
gently in 1892,

5. To set a better Christian ex-
ample in 1892,

and speech in 1892,
8. To be more careful to show the

graces of the Spirit in all home rela-
tions and duties in 1892.

ever to bring souls to Christ in 1892,

10. To work more with a single |
eye for the “‘glory of God” in 1892.

Any one desiring to make these
resolutions his own can cut them out
and place them in his Bible where he
may frequently refer to them, or he
can write them out under the heading,
“My Resolutions for 1892” and sign
his name at the close. Another way
would be to cut out the resolutions
and paste them on a card, sigring the
name below. The value of entering
into a covenant of this kind is readily
seen. 1t will serve to keep the mind
on the several duties named, and to
stimulate to faithfulness in meeting
all of one’s religious obligations.
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ANEYEFOR MOTES.— We oughtnot to
expend all our keen-sightedness in dis-
covering our neighbour’s little faults.
By some strange perversenessin hv-.an
nature we have far keener eyes for
flaws and blemishes in thers than for
the lovely things that are in them. Not
many ¢ ' us go about talking to every
one we meet about our neighbour’s
good points and praising lovely things
in him. Not a few of us, however, can
tell of an indefinite number of faults
in many of our neighbours, Would it
not be well to change this, and begin
gossiping ab.ut the good and beautiful
things in others?—F. R. Miller.
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PATHWAY 1S UPHILL — He
who is making true progress is having
a hard time of it. KEvery step costs
effort. 1If a man finds his way an easy
one, he may be pretty sure that he is
going down hill; and that is no direc-
tion for any man. Let no man com-
plain, therefore, but rather take heart
in the fact that his progress is toilsome,
— 8. 8. Times.
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Random Readings.

LiFg's

The best way to train and edify
souls is to set them at work to win
other souls.

Beware of the vicious maun who pro-

poses to reform his life on the install-
ment plan.

The long winter evenings are here.
What provision have you made for
reading and self culture ?

A string of opinion no more consti-
tutes faith than a string of beads con-
stitutes holiness. —John Wesley.

Behold 1 come quickly and my re-
ward is with me to give every man ac-

cording as his work shall be.—Rev.
xxii, 12,

When you find yourselves over-
powered, as it were, by melancholy,
the best way is to go out and do some
thing Find t) somebody. — Keble.

The blessedness of youth consists in-
opportunity; that of old age in the
golden fruic of opportunities improved.

The motto of St. Edmund of Canter-
bury was, ‘‘Work as though you would
live forever; live as though you would
die to-day.”

Future ! Thou art a cruel thief,for
thou dost rob us of what we are and

leave us pursuing, but never catching
thee.—Dr. Abbott.

Miiiard’s Liniment for sale
everyw here.

*‘Now is the winter of our discontent
made glorious summer” by Ayer's
Sarsaparilla. This wonderful medicine |
80 invigorates the system and enriches
the blood that cold weather becomes
positively enjoyable. Arctic explorers
would do well to make a note of this,

' THE*MavUDES.”ConpIiTION POWDERS
is as far in advance of its rivals, as Mr,
Bonnar’s celebrated mare is ahead of

her 'ri'.'als, in the estimation of the
public.

Mrs. Harry Pearson, Hawtrey, writes:
For about three months I was troubled
with fainting spells and dizziness which
was growing worse, and would attack
me three or four time a day. At last
my husband purchased a bottle of
Northrop & Lyman’s Vegetable Dis-
covery, from which I derived consider-
able benefit. T then procured another,
and before it was used my affliction

was completely gone, and I have not
had an attack of it since.”

FAILING FAST.

Dear Sirs—-My mother was failing
very fast after three months’ sufferin
from dropsy, being swollen from h
to foot, but after she had used one
bottle of your Burdock Blood Bitters
it was removed, and she felt quite
well. We think there is no better
ge%cme, and are true friends to B.

Miss Lavisia Tavror,
177 Jamieson Av.,Parkdale,

Toronto, Ont.

JARSON

6. Tobe more Christlike in temper |

PILLS

9. To work more earnestly than Make New, Richmnnd!
Thess plla wero o discovery. o other

ke them ire or teltey
(| manner . mmm :

'g:u benefi

lustrated Mglﬂ Sold everywhere, or sent
wil for 25 cts. stampe ; five boxes $1.00.
DHNSON & CO.. 22 Custom House St..
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INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY

1891, WINTER ARRANGEMENT, 1891
N and after MONDAY, 19th October,
1891, the trains of this Raillway
will run daily (Sunday excepted), as
follows:-—

TLAINS WILL LEAVE 8T. JOHN.

Day Express foi' Halifax and Camp-
DOLILON: iiso. vicy sssnavises sonissontacn B P
Accommodation for Point du Chene 10.80
Fast Express for HalifaX....coeeev0ee. 14,00
Express for SusseX.......ccoeesencessnee. 16.30
Fast Express for Quebec, and Mon-
SPOR soiviionn cuio 16.55

BEPIRIINS SRNNNNNER sunnn s

A parlor car runs each way on
express trains leaving St. Johnat 7.(56
o’clock, and Halifax at 7.15. Passengers
from St. John for Quebec and Montreal
leave St John at 16 55 o’clock, and take
Sleeping Car at Moncton,

The train leaving St. John for Quebec
and Montreal at 16.55 o’clock will_run to
destination, arriving at Montreal at 8.(5
o’clock Sunday evening.

TRAINS WILL ARRIVE AT 8T, JOHN,

Express from SUsSSeX .......cievees PR
Fast express from Quebec and Mon-
treal, (Monday excepted)......... 9.36

Accommodation frvom Point du
CHN . L ibies Kevspisnsurasnsdasssii. B B0

Day Express from Halifax............ 19.20

Fast Express from HalifaX.....coeeee 22.8¢

The trains of the Intercolonial Railway
to and from Montreal and Quebec, are
lighted by electricity and heated by steam
from the locomotive.

- Alltrains arerun by Eastern Stand
ard Time.
D. POTTINGER,
Chief Superintendent
Railway Office, Monocton, N, B,
October 15th, 1891.

Ginadian Pacidc Railway.

ATLANTIC DIVISION,

All Rail Ling fo Beston. &. The

Short Line to Montreal. &.

ARRANCEMENT OF TRAINS
In Effect November 30th, 1891,

Eastern St-a:(-lard Time,

LEAVE FREDERICTON.,

6.15 A. M. — Express for Fredericton
Junction,8t. John,and intermediate
oints. Vanceboro, St, Stephen,
t. Andrews, Houlton, Woodstock

an< points north,

10.35 A M—For Fredericton Junction, St
John and points east, Vancehoro
Bangor, Portland, Boston, an
points West ; 8t. Stephen, Houlton
and Woodstock,

3.00 p, M.—For Fredericton Janction, St.
John, etc.

RETURNING TO FREDERICTON.

From St. John 6.00, 10,00, a.m.; 4.30 p.m.;
Fredericton Junction, 8.35, a m,
12.15, 6.25 p, m.; McAdam June-
tion, 10.50 a. m., 2 50g m.; Vance-
boro, 10.25 a. m.; 2.30 p. m,; St.
Stephen, 9 (0, 10 30 a. m.; St. Aa-
drews, 8.00 a. m.

ARRIVING IN FREDERICTON,
9 35 a. m., 1.25, 7.20 p. m.
LEAVE GIBSON,

6.20 A, M. — Mixed for Woodstock and

points north.
ARRIVE AT GIBSON.,

5,10 p. M.—Mixed from Woodstock, and

points north,
D. McNICHOL,
Gen, Pass Agt,
Montreal.
C. E. McPHERSON,
Asst, Gen. Pass, Ag't,
St. John, N. B

oR. FOWLERS
EXT:OF ¢

IARRH(EA

FE AND RELIABLE FQ&
B SR

STEEL CHAIN,

JUST RECEIVED:

~ 0 FEEI‘ Steel Chain, new style,
strong, tough and durable,
For sale low

b
R. CHESPNUT & SONS,

BELLS. BELLS.

If you had taken two of Carter's
Little Liver Pills befére retiring you
would not have had that coated tongue
or bad taste in the mouth this morn
ing. Keep a vial with you for
sional use, é

25

Gongs for Back Saddles

JUST RECEIVED:

OZENe :n Bell, Straps to
suit, Chimes for £ hafts.

R. CHESTNUT & SONS,

No duty on C

T
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