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—NorHiNG so clearly discovers a
spiritual man, says St. Augustine, as
his treatment of an erring brother,
withing to restore rather than to up-
braid him.

—1IT 15 NoT ENoUGH that labours be
abundant and earnest. They must al-
8o be wisely and prudently directed,
if the greatest good is to be accomplish-
ed. Much sincere and earnest effort
has been in vain because of lack of
wisdom to direct it.

— 1715 Nor WELL for us to judge each | small sermon filled with power is much | #% “‘God Almighty’s grenadier march”.
other, condemning and despising each | more to the purpose than what is often | Lhe Writer says : —

other. It is better to ‘‘open our

hearts to all the light and love which | Rambler” of the National Baptist. nation can have no solidarity, no con-

God shall send to us, knowing that we

shall all stand before the judgment- only a means to an end, and is worthy ness, without faith and patience and

seat of the eternal truth of God.”

—How po you keep the Sabbath in

your homes ? Some one has said,—As | graces of oratory are desirable, but all gene‘rzftion the acquisition of moral
you love your children, keep holy the | put together cannot compensate for the q“”‘ht‘f"’ latterly. too much negh’cyed
Sabbath day, fill its hours with prayer |lack of what we call power; that is, | PY theu: compatriots. .And the rising
and song and words that are perfumed | power to reach the heart and the con- generatlont «++ « Are said to be lending
with the Christ—let it be the bright- | science,—to edify the saint or to awake | ® very docile ear to these teachings.

est day, the golden day of the week,
to which your children shall look back

with gratitude to God, when you shall | ency. It may be old or ugly or awk- for character testified in action; an in-

have fallen asleep.
& ————"

—THERE NEVER WAS more urgent
demand for consecrated activity than
now. The church of today needs to
be on the alert. There needs to be
activity from the minister to the hum-

blest member in the church. Only |and prosy style of writing. The pro- something about the methods of Chris-

thus will it be possible to make head-
way against the strong forces of sin.
None should be guilty of putting hind-
rances in the way, or even by inactiv.
ity weakening the force of christian
truth. Each should be doing his part
faithfully and cheerfully. “‘To every
one his work” is the divine appoint-
ment.

—D. W. Hartt of Fredericton Junc-
tion will succeed Mrs, Shehan as post-
master at that place.

And the change has been made none
too soon. Mrs. Shehan has been run-
ning a post-office and a rumshop be-
hind the same counter quite long
enough. It is a standing insult to the
people of any civilized community to
continue in a public trust one, who was
a notorious criminal, having been con-
victed on more than one occasion of
violating a law placed on the statute
books by the direct voice of the peo-
ple. Now keep on convicting her till
she stops selling rum and steps out,
and your duty is done.

—A MeTHODIST PASTOR in the west
has been making a few little calcula-
tions about the expenditures of certain
members of his flock, and finds that
there are professing christians whose
record shows that they are an hun-
dredfold more concerved in the indul-
gence of a wasteful habit than in the
cause of Christ. He says: ‘I have
267 mewbers in fall communion and
100 probationers. Sixty-seven use
tobazco. They have spent for that

article in a single year $845. The en-
tire membership, with the aid of out-
siders, gave to the pastor, presiding
elder, conference claimants, missions,
church extension and freedmen, $851.
One member confessed to spend over
$100 for tobacco, while his contribu-
tion for church extension was 66 cents.
Another confessed to an expenditure
of $91 for tobacco, His contribu tion

stood thus ; Missions, $1 ; conference
claimants, $1. Is it not high time for
smoking Christians to consider wheth-
er tobacco or the church of God has
the strongest claim upon their purses?’
Are there church members in this part
of the world whose contributions to
christian purpuses bear about the same
proportion to their expenditure for
tobacco? It would be interesting if
some pae‘ors would look into this mat-
ter. It would be interesting, also, if
some church members would examine
their accounts, and it might bring
some conviction.

— ———

—Dr. CuvLer calls the church to
more aggressive work against the rum
power which is, more than anything
else, impeding Christ’s cause and curse-
ing the world. He says that Christ’s
church is as clearly bound to fight
drunkenness and the customs which
lead to drunkenness as it is to fight
paganism, or infidelity, or Sabbath-
breaking, or any other soul-destroying
evil., It is not merely a bodily disease
but a soul damning sin that we are to
contend against. And in this warfare
against the bottle there is a safe ground
and a broad common ground, on which
all ministers and churches ought to be
able to stand together. The charch of
Christ should antagonize ret only the
dramshop, but the dram ; not only the
saloon, but the social glass. The
enemy is at our own doors. It lies in
wait for your sons and daughters. It
is destroying more souls than any
other single evil in the land.

‘‘An old story,” do you say? Yes,
it is, and so is every sin and every
sorrow. The remedy, too, is an old
remedy, but no better has been dis-
covered. The Church of God has got
to take God’s weapons—Gospel truth,
solid argumeat, loving, personal effort,
and the power of a clean example—
and use them fearlessly and faithfully.
In every prayer-meeting this enterprise
ought to be remembered as earnestly
as the sacred cause of missions. [f
Christians skulk away before this gis
gantic sin and curse, they brand them-
selves as cowards.

—*“T'ue TruoLy GREAT SERMON is
the sermon which does the work ; a

called a great sermon.” So says ‘‘The

And how true it is. The sermon is
of commendation only so far as it ac-
complishes or tends to accomplish that
end. Logic and rhetoric and the

the sinner. The best test of the ex-
cellence of an instrument is its effici-

ward; but, if it does the work, we ask
nothing more.

—Ir 18 RELATED that one of the
writers on the New York Herald
staff, in the early years of that paper,
a clever man, was falling into a learned

prietor, calling his ' attention to his
lack of an easy simplicity of style,
took him to the window and bidding
him look down on the crowd of men
on Broadway, said, ‘‘Those are the
men I want you to write for.”

Writers for the religious press, and
preachers need to have the lesson in
mind, The preacher, says the Mid-
Continent, of all others should culti-
vate simplicity of style. He should
avoid jaw breaking words. He ghould
use language that the humblest of his
hearers can understand. He should
also remember that the sanctuary is
not a theological class-room. The
common people heard Christ gladly.
He spoke to them in their language.
He wanted to save souls and he had
no regard for his reputation as a
preacher. The same was true of Paul,
The preacher who thinks little of self
and reputation and much of Christ
and souls will be both popular and
useful.

el s

Failure of a Compromise.

It was believed by some people that
an arrangement which would be per-
manently satisfactory had been made
between Proteetants and Catholics as
to the public schools. It is known as
tho Farihault plan—the arrangement
having been made in a town in
Minnesota named Farihault. The
Catholics leased their school buildings
tu the cily, for a nominal sum, to be
used for the public schools. But the
scheme, so much talked of and com-
mended as settling the disputes be-
twe: 1t Protestants and Catholics has
proved a failure. And the Catholic
priesta, as usual, are at the bottom of
the trouble, They demanded the
disuaesal of the only two Protestant
terchers on the staff. The School
Board wefused to sabmit to the dicta-
tion, and the lease of the Catholic

4

owners can use itagain for a parochial
school if they choose. When the plan
was made Protestant teachers were
not objected to, the priests evidently
expecting that they would be able in a
little while to secure the appointment
of Catholics exclusively. They sought
by turning their school houses over to
the city to have them conducted as
Catholic schools, by teachers of their
own faith, at the public expense. It
is just what they have been doinz in
Halifax, and what they are doing in
Bathurst and elsewhere, The lesson
of these incidents is plain enough—
tkat it is utterly useless to attempt to
combine with Catholics in the conduct
of the public schools. They will agree
to nothing short of subserviency of the
public schools to priestly control, New
Brunswick has an admirable schol
system. The people at whose behest
it was established, did not intend that
it should be put under comtrol of the
Catholic church.

Bat is not the very thing being done
which they intended should mnot be
done? Those who are interested in
having the school system managed ac-
cording to its intention will do well to
watch carefully those who by wvarious
cunning devices to adapt the schools
to Catholic demands, indicate more
anxiety for the support of the church
than regard for the spirit and purpose
of the public schools system.
el 8- P
Religious Outlook in France.

There has been, during recent years
a marked increase of religious interest
in France. An article in the Septem-
ber number of the Atlantic Monthly,
entitied ‘‘ The Moral Revival in
France” says the origin of the move-
ment was in 1886, That year is said
to have marked a turning-point in the
skepticism which had permeated liter-
ary France during the Second Empire
and in the fifteen years after 1870.”
Indeed, the true turning-point is said
to have been 1870, when Germany
conquered France, and the spirit of
Luther rather than of Napoleon reap-
peared in the German soldiers, who
thrilled the Frenchmen with Luther’s
battle-hymn of the Reformation,
which the German king characterized

““The men who saw in 1870 that a
certed action, no greatness or effective-

submission in its units, are the men
who now, in the maturity of their
powers, are urging upon the rising

++.++ » They are manifesting a new de-
sire for vital and tangible principle,

difference to some of the allurements
of pleasure, which, if genuine, must
gtrike one as novel in the French stu-
dent.... . It is impossible to exagger-
ate the importance of this movement.”

In another publication a writer tells

tian work amongst the common peo-
ple. He says:

Compared to American Home Mis-
sions, the French Evangelizing Socie-
ties are very modest in many respects.
Referring to the proportion of Protes-
tants in France, one to fifty-three, im-
mediately one can imagine that the
first efforts in any country-place are to
group the twenty, thirty, or more,
Protestants, and secondly, to gain the
confidence and esteem of those who do
not belong to our denomination,
When a pastor has secured the names
of the Protestants, and it is sometimes
difficult to find them out, he visits
them, or writes them to meet at his
house. That is the beginning. Inter-
est them, rouse up the religious feel-
ing that was in an icy condition; excite
their zeal, bring them to acknowledge
their responsibilities, and set them wo
work to find out other unknown Prot-
estants, or speak to their friends and
bring them to the meetings. This ar-
duous task covers months sometimes;
but, if done with a prayerful spirit, if
done with entire consecration, the first
result is that the parlor where the
pastor held the meetings can no longer
hold the listeners,

In a small town a shop will be rent-
ed and fitted up with chairs and a plat-
form. Soon, people will flock in,
through mere curiosity : *“What can
that man say i’ The attendance in-
creases steadily ; but still the pastor
must not be too sanguine, for soon the
idlers or light-minded will get tired of
hearing sermons; the devoted mem-
bers of the Roman Church are warned
not %o go any more to that dangerous
place ; and finally there remains a
small congregation, the nucleus,

Then begins the second pa:t of the
work. The pastor must be on the
watch, with constant prayer he must

nowjbegins the building of the new
church., All means will be employed
to hinder him in his work; false re-
ports, noise in the meetings, bitter
articles in the religious papers, or in
the political Catholic papers, fiery ser-
mons in the other Church. But, how-
ever, the more strenuous these efforts,
the more urited the little congrega-
tion. Conversions take place, few at
a time, slowly, perhaps, but the mem-
bership increases. Years pass on,
sometimes ten, fifteen, twenty, before
a strong congregation is built, before
a chapel is dedicated.

long, the work was not merely confin-
ed to the town or village where the
pastor is located. Very rapidly, from
village to village, from farm to farm,
the news had spread that a preacher
was living in A., and was holding
meetings. Other Protestants were
found in the vicinity ; tracts and Bibles
were distributed ; circumstances would
happily favor the preaching of the
gospel in different neighbouring vill-
ages. For instance, the funerals are
considered as the best occasions to
speak frankly and earnestly, to pre-
sent the sacrifice of Christ in all its
purity, and produce a deep impression
on the audience. According to the
custom, the pastor follows the hearse
to the cemetery, and there, in that
dreadful stillness, in that hush of all
feelings in the presence of death, he
speaks. often some hear for the first
time the good tidings.

There is such a striking difference
between the Roman prayers, mumbled
in Latin, and these accente aiming to
comfort ; there is so much formality
and coldness on one side, 80 much
power and love on the other, that even
should the pastor be not eloquent,
those present are deeply moved. Often
conversions have taken place after
these ceremonies ; souls troubled or
weary have found out at last the
bright pathway leading to the Father
of mercies, the everlasting Comforter.
It may happen also that a man who
had not the courage to join the new
Church during his life, will express
at his last moments the supreme de-
sire to be buried as a Protestant.

So, from village to village, the news
has spread, and here and there two or
three families are gained; the work in-
creases steadily ; and woe to the pas-
tor if he does not visit regularly—the
oftener the better—if he is not ready
to give up all his rest and personal
satisfaction, to minister to the earnest,

thoughtful souls who are searching for
Christ.

Within a few weeks there has been
in France a great opposition against
Protestants. Why ? For the only rea-
son that of late Protestants have been
gaining steadily ; and all the forces of
Romanism and of free thought are
united to defeat these Protestants.
Because the minority is no longer in
the dark, but has become aggressive
and meets with great sympathy. No-
body attacks a dead man. If they at-
tack Protestantism, it is because
Protestantism is gaining in life and
strength. But God is with His ser-
vants, and we fear not.

R L k —

The Conference.

The sixty-first annual session of the
Free Baptist Conference of New
Brunswick began in St. John on Sat-
urday last, 14th inst.

MINISTERS' MEETING.

As for many years, the General Con-
ference was preceded by the ministers’
meeting, held on Friday. Rev, T. O.
DeWitt, chairman, presided. After
roll call, and reading of minutes, Rev.
E. B. Grey was elected Chairman for
the present year, with Rev. C. T,
Phillips assistant chairman.

Rev. W. J. Halse was received to
membership in the Conference. Rev,
G. M. Wilson, delegate from the Nova
Scotia Conference was cordially wel-
comed and invited to a seat in the
Conference. Licentiates Daggett and
Eldridge were also invited to seats.

There was as usual, an interchange
of experience in christian work, and
discussion of matters of special interest
to those to whom is entrusted the care
of the churches, and it was resolved
that we are ‘‘in harmony in doctrine
and practice,.”

By appointment of the meeting
of last year, Rev. C. T. Philtips read
a paper entitled *““Why we are Free
Baptists.” The paper was much en-
joyed and it was voted that it be pub.
lished in the INTELLIGENCER ; it will
appear in a later issue,

The Executive of the Ministers
Conference made the following report:

“Your Executive visited Rev. A.
H., Trafton as instracted. Upon ex-
aminatic=, a . d by his own admission,
we fuuisa that he 18 uol in sympathy
with the ductiinea of this denomina-
tivn, and that Se had anived with the
Refoimud Baptist denomnnation, Act-

follow the seuls thirsting for love and

building has been anuulled, and its

truth ; he must encourage the timid ;

ing upon the inatructions given ue, we,

But during this period, more or less '

The report was adopted, and the
General Conference recommended to
take action in accord with this report.
The Committee appointed to examine
into the case of R. W. Carpenter
reported, and it was resolved that he
be excluded from the ministry for dis-
horesty; the General Conference being
asked to take like action in the case.
Two papers are to be prepared for
the Ministers’ meeting of next year—
“‘Church Difficulties, how to deal with
them,” by Rev. G. A. Hartley ; and
“Why we are Immersionists,” by
Rev. J. H. Erb.

There was preaching Friday evening
by Rev. A. G. Downey. Several others,
ministers and laymen, took part in the
meeting, and it was a service of con-
siderable interest,

SOCIAL CONFERENCE,

Though not “‘the last day,” to many
“‘the great day of the feast ” is Satur-
day; their Interest cemtring in the
social conference of the morning. As
the monthly couference is to the
church, the Saturday morning meeting
is to the General Conference. It is
not a ministers’ meeting, though the
ministers take part in it and delight
in it ; it is not a business meeting
except that they are about ‘‘the King’s
business "’ who gratefully acknowledge
His beneficent rule and, relatlng the
experiences of help received from Him,
magnify His love and gracious power.
It is a meeting in which there are
neither teachers nor taught, except
that all are sitting at the feet of Him
who ‘‘teaches as man never taught;”
where there are neither leaders nor
followers, except that all are led of the
Holy Spirit to praise the Lord ‘“‘with
heart and soul and voice.” Ministry
and laity, the sisters as well as the
brethren, the old and the young, the
fluent and the hesitating of speech—
all who know the Lord Jesus Christ
and love Him, have privilege to say
what is in their hearts concerning
Christ and the christian life. And in-
variably a great many avail themselves
of the privilege. Usually there is not
time for all who ‘‘speak for Jesus,”
and many have to be satisfied with ex-
pressing their faith and love by simply
standing ; and such silent testimony is
always expressive.

The meeting of last Saturday was
quite up to any of its predecessors:
The attendance was large, the church
being filled. The presence of the Lord
was with His people in a marked
degree, and many hearts overftowed
with gladness and joy. All the time
of the meeting was fully occupied, and
a large number testified in silence.
The pastor, Rev. J. W. Clarke, pre-
sided, being assisted in the opening
services by the Moderator, Rev. Wm.
DeWare, and Rev. Jos. McLeod.

The sincing was good, and all the
exercises were inspiriting. In the
spiritual comfort and strength receiv-
ed, and in the memory of sweet chris-
tian fellowship enjoyed, many will re-
joice for a long time.

REPORTING MEETING,

At 2 30 »r. m. Saturday the business
of the Conference began. Rev. Wm.
DeWare, Moderator, occupied the
chair, Hymn 547 was sung, a Serip-
ture lesson was read by the Moderator,
and prayer was offered by Rev. J.
Noble. Then followed the roll call by
the Secretary, D. McLeod Vince. The
Conference being organized, the Mod-
erator announced the Nominating
Committee as follows: J. J. Barnes,
W. Owens, A, Sharp, C. L. Tracey,
L. 8. VanWart, Jas. McCready and
W. Peters.

The Corresponding Secretary of Con-
ference, Rev. J. W. Clarke then pre-
sented his report of the churches. The
report said :

Brother Moderator and Brethren :
Grace be unto you, and peace, from
God the Father, and from our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Through the tender mercies of our
Heavenly Father we are permitted to
meet again, and to greet each other in
this our sixty-first Annual Conference.

The occasion suggests to us the ra-
pidity with which time passes, the
numerous and marked changes which
it produces, and the importance of its
improvement. Twenty-two years,
with all its opportunities, have passed
since this church had the pleasure of
extending the hand of welcome and
hospitality in the entertainment of the
members of this body.

Your Secretary, in behalf of the
church and also for himself, herewith
conveys to you each and all our kindly
wishes and a cordial welcome to our
hearts and to our homes.

Having reached the end of another
ecclesiastical year, it is for us to ex-
amine the record of our work, that we
may better understand what our minis-
ters and churches have been doing,
and more fully recognize the Divine
favour which has been towards us in
plenitude. For the strength given to
many of the churches, for the blessi
of revival, and for the salvation
sinners let us devoutly thank God ; but
for our lack of interest in and conse-
eraticn to the work let us humble our-
selves before Him and resolve, by

—
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En ted to usis the care
handeed tud Sy S A,
in nearly every ceunty in the Provinge,
While some of them are strong Numer
ically, fivancially and spiritg,),
others are weak and in need of ypg,’
layed attention, and of the faithfy) and
prayerful consideration of this Confep
ence. And may God grant unt, o
wisdom and strength to, at this ses;,
arrange to oupplz all our weak ang di::
couraged churches with the regular
minietry of the word. Brethren, oy,
responsibilities are great, and weo
should face them with the courage apq
confidence of the Apostle who g
‘‘we can do all things through Chyjy,
that strengthenth us.”
Never during all our history diq we
have so many ministers as now, anq
never, it appears, were more ministeyy
needed than now. yer, in the
will of the all-wlse God, two of oq,
number have, during the year, gop,
from the toils and cares of earth to th,
joys and rest of Heaven, R,

dwin Garraty passed peacefully away
at his home in Woodstock in t}
month of June last. As he had beey
more than eighty years travelling the
journey of life, and had been in failing

ealth for a long time, his dea‘h wa,
not altogether unlooked for, Ry,
William Downey died at his home i,
Fredericton on the 18th of July Jay,
His health became shattered aboyt
two years.since. Though feeble, he
was with us last year, and none of y,
have forgotten the testimony, so fy))
of Heaven, which he gave in the (¢p.
ference meeting of that time. It wa,
the privilege of your secretary to he
with him as he was nearing the end,
and never can he forget the expressions.
of confidence and joy, and the heavep.
given smile that lighted up his face g
he talked of *‘going home.”
At this point I may say that graat,
indeed, was my surprise, in looking
over the list of ministers of twenty.
two years ago, when the Conference
last met in this church, to find that
twenty-two—an average of one each
year—of the thirty-six ordained min.
isters of that time, are with us no
more, seventeen of them having
‘*erossed the river,”

L
9

@

*‘These see their Saviour face to féce,
And sing the triumphs of His grace ;

‘Him day and night they ceaseles

~ praise ;
To Him their loud hosannas raise,

Worthy the lamb, for sinners slain,
Through endless years to live and reign
Thou has redeemed us by thy blood,
And made us kings and priests to God”

It is my duty, at this time, to furn.
ish the Conference with a report of the
labours and successes, under God, of
the mwinisters and churches, during the
yast year. I regret to have to say that
the information received from many of
the churches is very meagre, especial-
ly so as to their religious life, thus
rendering it, mnot only difficult but
quite impossible for me to make this
report as full and complete as it should
g:, and as I have greatly desired it to

[Here follows an account, as much
in detail as the information furnished

the churches, the pastoral care they
have received, the additions &c. This
we may be able to print later.]

The summary of the reports from
the Seven Districts is as follows :

One hundred and seventeen of the
churches reported to their District
meetings. 108 of them have had
pastoral care for the whole or part of
the year. The total additions during
the year are 337—by baptism, 274; by
letter, 103. The amount paid for the
support of the ministry, $13,207.66;
for current church expenses, $2,747.-
75 ; for buildings and improvements,
$3,661.74; total $19,607.15. This
does not include contributions to
Home and Foreign Missions, Relief of
Sick and Disabled ministers, Confer-
ence Fund and Education, which
amounts will be reported by the Treas
urers of these Boards.

Examining the reports furnished by
the clerks of the several Districts I
have been strongly impressed,—

1 That success in our werk for God
is contingent upon our consecration
Him, and adherence to the doctrines
and principles peculiar to ourselves
as a denomination,

2. That the weak churches must
soon be numbered with the dead unlest
instruction and encouragement, be
given them. '

3. That it would please God, and
profit ourselves as a people ; if two or
more of our ministers (those who are
best fitted for evangelistic work) were
all the year employed in visiting and
labouring with our pastorless churches.

Infinitely momentous is the work
assigned us as ministers of Jesus Christ.
Connected with our appointment aré
weighty and eternal responsibilities.
May we more and more fully realize
them, and, being led by the Diviné
Spirit, we shall accomplish much for
Him, for whose glory we have been
created.

To the churches here represented b¥
delegates, permit me to offer a cob’
cluding word of exhortation ab
counsel. Yon are the professed fol
lowers of the Christ who was crucified,
who conquered death, hell and tbe
grave, who ascended triumphaatly
the Father, and who now is the ever
living and glorious mediator. See t‘:
it that you follow Him closely, th

ou represent Him truly. Then 'h:l':
%e shall come, and all the holy a0g Il
with Him, it shall be said unto us &%
““Well done, good and faithful servant®
enter ye icto the joy of your Lord

The adoption of the report wal
moved by Rev. J. H. Erb in an inte"
esting speech. He spoke of the
sure he had in listening to the rgp_orb
Many things in it were gnufymg;
among theuw the fact that so many °
the churches had received accession®

t» their membership. While n.o

Divine grace, to more perfectly imitate
the pure life of Christ who is our ex-

| therefore, withdrew the fellowship of
this Oonference from him,”

ample, and who when He was on earth
“‘went about doing good,"”

' charch had recoived very large Mdl:
|“°“'0 many had received some, 'h°.'n
ing that the life of the body ws ¥

-
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