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AChristmas Message.

““Good will be in thy heart
To all who thee surround. "

Tho I sit in darkners this Christmas Eve,
1 know that the world is fair;
And the musical chime of the Christmas
bells
Will ring on the morning air.

And tho I have neither gem« nor gold
As tokens to place b fore you,
I will not repine, for Leve greater than
mine
Tts gifts and its grace throws o’er you.

And T will arise and rejoice to-day
In the world’s glad and loviog giviog,
And will sing a song in my heart alway
For the untold richness of living;

¥or the courage of Hope en the beauty of
Love,
For the Faith that failethk us never;
For the Peace on Earth ard Good Wil]
toward men,
And the Star that shineth ferever /
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A Visit to Bethlehem.

fasting and prayer.
Bethlehem A. D.

born.

away.

Latin Vulgate. Wonderful
Scene of amazing condescension!

caves,

another cave or rocky chamber about
twenty feet equare and nine feet high,
where the great St. Jerome spent the
last thirty years of his life in study,
He settled in
386 in a cave close
beside the one in which his Lord was
His allusions to the sacred
gpot are most touching; from such
holy ground he could not be tempted
There he made his famous
translation of the Scriptures into the
gpot !

The
Babe of Bethlehem was born in so low
sarroundings as the very cattle that
are accustomed to be folded in such
The Lord of Glory passed by
the thrones and palaces of kings and
descended to the lowest level of human-
ity, that He might lift you and me and
all our race up, up to the radiant glory
which He had withthe Fatherbeforethe
worlds were. How near ene is brought
tothe Child Jesus while standing on

them. ** as one that serveth.” Not
because He arbitrarily lays down a
law that he who would he greatest
must be servant of all, but because in
the very constitution of things. in the
constitution of God Himeelf, the law
is essential and eternal.  Unselfish
loving, unfailing outpouring of kind-
ness and beneficence, have always
made the joy of heaven; and where-
ever these qualities most fully possess
human hearts, there earth is neares’
like heaven. It is not then a matter
of regret that we live i a day when
great demands are made upon our
time, our sympathy, our means for
the helping of che needy. We may
well be thankful for the privilege.

Who can tell what bearing our train-
ing here in the sweet ministries of love
may have upon our capabilities to be
God's messengers of blessing in the
hereafter 7 We do not know what He
may have for His redeemed people to
do in the eternities. No lagging years

lloving service; but may not our hearts

| A Christmas Meditation.

|0f Jesus, because his was the most

be like this litule, homely, useful cup,
always bearing the inscription, ‘Ready
for loving service in the name of
Christ,” filled every day afresh from
the fountain eof living waters, the
eternal love of God, carrying refresh-
ment to many a weary traveler along
the steep and rugged roads of human
life.
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Every life has periods with each its
peculiar character. That is a mela: -
choly life of which this is not true.
Each life has periods in which one is
filled with happiness in passing
through them, and others that one
rejoices when they have been passed
through. Such periods come in child-
hood, in youth, at the time one is
getting an education, or is in some
occupation. This was peculiarly true

own timidity. So far from our seem-
ing * like grasshoppers,” the fact is
that when God's people really set
themselves with courage against any
form of evil, there is a great stirin
the enemy’s ranks and a combining of
forces for strength, because they know
that even ** one saint with 'God” is a
majority against all the hosts of dark-
ness.

These explorers also brought back
gome fruit of the land, which proved
that all that the Lord had said of it
was true. It was a specimen such as
one cared not to carry alone. Have
we had a foretaste of our heavenly
inheritance? Has ever a cluster of
heavenly fruit refreshed us? Has ever
a blessing so great that we have
sought another to share it with us
been given as a specimen and proof
of the ** things which God has pre-
pared for them that love Him?” (Eph.
i, 14). And yet, do we doubt (Heb.
iii, 17
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‘When my little girl was one month old,she
had a scab form on her face. It kept spread-
ing until she was completely covered from
head to foot. Then she had boils. She had
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are over walking with him up and
down the streets of Jerusalem and
over the hills of Galilee and Judea.

many committees, the making of which
there seems to be no end, let us keep
the blessedness in the dullest routine

Moabitess and
The well-developed forms and noble

the legal spirit of ‘‘must” into God's
free service. ‘‘Consider the lilies of
the field, how they grow. Let your

ancestress of David. hrough all the balconies of light and

galleries of the stars, from throne to
throne, from the hills of earth to the

bearing of the young men recalled the

youth who *‘was runddy and of a beauti- |
For the inhabitants
still preserve in some marked features
« f the house of ;

ful ecountenance.’”’

the traditional brantv

refrain:

“mountains of myrrh,” from cherubim
to seraphim, was heard the rapturous
“Glory to God in the highest,
on earth peace, gnod-will toward men.”’

by remembering another word of the
Lord Jesas, how Hesaid: ** For who-
soever shall give youa cup of water
to drink in My vame, becanse ye belon)
to Christ, verily 1 say unto you, he

Others a1e always looking at his death.
They seem to have an infinite con-
sciousness of that profoundly eympa-
thetic death. They never seem to be
able to get beyond that. But here

life be as effortless as theirs, because
your faith shall constantly hand over
all difficulties and responsibillties to
your ever-present Lord. There is no
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« stable. The word rendered ‘‘manger”
n Luke is of uncertain meaning and
means a place where animals were fed.
Into this cattle-enclosure, where were
the horses, mules and camele, Mary
and Joseph had to take refuge “‘be-
cause there was no room for them in
the inn.” There is litt'e doubt that
this rude limestone grotto, devoid of

ing.
Jesus unfolded eternal principles

doctrine.

every comfort, was the humble nativiry
of the King of saints. Justin Martyr,
who was born at Shechem and was
familiar with Palestine, and who died
A. D. 166, tells us that the scene of our
Lord’s nativity was *‘a cave at Bethle-
hem.” We traversed a long, winding,
suhterranean gallery until we reached

K. D. C. Pills act in conjun

was 80,

Beatitudes.

it; and by his own life of self forgetful
service he proved the truth of the say-
In all His teaching the Lord
He
was not arbitrary or dogma:ic in His
He did not affirm in the
Beatitudes that certain persons were
blessed because He would have it so,
but because in the nature of things it
Men might try every way
possible to their imagination to be
blessed, but they never could arrive at
the goal they sought except through
the seven beautiful gateways of the
Just so He taught that
to be greatest and happiest among men
isto be as He Himself was among

thirsty.

long time ago.”

should cease to flow ?’

and filled? Bat, O! I am sure th

answered the boy. We cannot her
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Sour tempers sweetened Ly

The clergy have testedest 1l
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take your money. You see, this is the
c;; of loving service, mother says, and
we must fill it and share it with those
who pass by and are very tired and
If you will look at it, you
will see what mother wrote upon it a

“Yes, child, I can read the words,
‘Ready for loving services in the name

of Christ.’” Child , suppose the spring

““How could we do without the
spring, and the cup never lifted down

spring will always ron, gir,” eagerly

follow further this beautiful story of

And yet, with the possession full in
view, the promise of God was not
enough. They must have human
testimony in order to believe. 0, the
astounding impertinence of unbelief!
So they sent men from every tribe,
who, when they returned, brought a
report such as might be expected from
the spirit in which they went. *‘ Yes,
it is & good land—but,” O, the ** bat’
of timidity and doubt! *‘There are
giants there, and walled cities, and,
moreover, the sons of Anak; and we

% looked to them like grasshoppers.”

-]

Who told them how they looked to
the Canaanites! When we think the
giants of evil consider us helpless be-
fore them, the thought comes of ou”

all bilious matter, but they open the
excretory vessels, causing them to pour
copious effusions from the blood into
the bowels, after which the corrupted
mass is thrown out by the natural
passage of the body. They are used as
a general family medicive with the
best results.

Totally Deaf.—Mr. 8. E. Crandell,
Port Perry, writes: ‘‘1 contracted a
severe cold last winter, which resulted
in my becoming totally deaf in one
ear and partially so in the other. After
trying various remedies, and consult-
ing several doctors, without obtalning
any relie), I was advised to try Dr.
Thomas' Eclectrie Oil. 1 warmed the
Oil and poured a little of it into my
ear, and before one-half the bottle was
used my hearing was completely re
stored. I have heard of other cases of

.| "K' D.C. tones and reguiates
ver -

deafness being cured by the use of this
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