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How to Settle Church Difii-
culties.

[The following paper, prepared by
Rev. G. A. Hartley, by request of the
ministers’ Conference of 1893, was
read in the session of 1894, }mth n
Ministers’ Conference and in the
General Conference. |
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Brethren, you have asked me to
write for this Conference, a paper on
how to settle church difficuluies, which
duty, 1 confess, 1 andertake with mis-
giving. As I have th-ught the matter
over. it has increased in importance to
myself.

The first thing I wish to say however
is, that there should be no church
difficulties to be settled. The very
term, ‘“‘church quarrels,” brings cold
chills to one’'ssoul. In a christian
church there should always be found
such a spirlt of true brotherly care
and love, that church troubles could
no more exist, than darkness could
appear in the presence of bright light.

But, alas! How well the Saviour

| the law of the Lord does not say, per-
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knew. And how sadly many of his
people know. Offences do come. We
arecompelled to recognize them. Happy
would it he for churches if such sad
experiences were entirely prevented.
Prevention would be better than
settlement, even at the proportion of
ounce to pound. I believe much
could, and should be done on this line.
If greater care were exercised over the
reception of church members, and min-
isters would be more anxious about the
quality than the quantity, and the
members themselves were more fully
consecrated, so that vhe number of
cold, backslidden, selfish and wilful
members were reduced to nfl., there
certainly would be fewer cases amongst
brethren needing adjustment. But
we now have to deal with churches and
church difficulties as we find them.
The question in hand is, how to settle
them. That theyshonld be settled all
agree. But the way, the how, is the
grand guestion. Let me here say em-
phatically, once for all, that 1 think
all church difficulties should be settled
scripturally, and in the loviog spirit of
a saving gospel. Too frequently, if the
Law of the Head of the church fs not
ignored, it is overlooked. Often where
a difficulty has arisen between two
brethren, each tries to justify himself
aad condemn the other. This kind of
stake-driving Is always wrong and un-
scriptaral on both sides. Each in an
unselfish spirit should =eek to “gain,”
not to condemn, his brother. Each
should have uppermost in his heart,
the doing of the will of God, whatever
that might involve. Church members
should be “pitiful and courteous ” to-
wards each other. As with nations, so
it is with charches and even with
yndividuals, those who are least gov-
erned are best governed. Those who
de right for the sake of right, or for
righteousness sake, need the least ap-
plication of the law to govern them
In the matter of doing right, no one
should make his right-1oing contingent
upon what he might think to be right
doing by the other party. Do, because
it is right to do, should be our motto.
Now to the Law of the Master. Oaur
wise Lord and Law-giver has left to
his church plain and full instructions
touching these matters of offences and
trespasses amongst brethren, with care-
fully expressed details as te the mode
of procedure. In the gospel by Matt.
we have this law. There are two
especial cases given. One treats the
matter from the side of duty to an
effended brother, while in the other
case It gives us the way to deal with
the brother offending. The first of
thesa is in Matt. 5c. 23. 24 vrs. Here
is our Lord's law clearly setting forth
the duty of the offender to the offended,
or to *“‘thy brother who hath ought
against thee.” Of course, that brother
has reason for having aught against the
other. He has been offended. Hearken.
“If thou bring thy gift to the altar
and there rememberest that thy
brother hath aught against thee, leave
there thy gift before the altar, and go
thy way; first be reconciled to thy
brother, and then come and offer thy
gift.” This case touches christian life

at every turn. “If thou bring thy

gift to the altar.” This includes the

time of family worship, when our

prayers are set before Him ae incense,

all sought reconciliation with God,

sins, and penitently prayed for for-
giveness.
ter teaches us to become reconciled Lo

against us.
to practice God's ways.
says ‘‘And then come and offer thy
gift.”
clear.

and do thy first work.
gift.”

in them.

remembers these things. Memory is
often the voice by which the Spirit of
God speaks, especially at the time of
prayer and communion with God.
When one remembers that his brother
hath aught, or anything, against him,
he wili also remember that he has
given that brother occasion. Then

gist and force polluted bread upon
the altar. It does not say, stifle con-
sclence and disregard the voice of
memory. But it does say, ‘leave thy
gift before the altar.” Not take away
thy gif: and forsake the altar. But
leave it there for the time being, and
““first be reconciled to thy brother,
then come and offer thy gift.” The
The question here arises, how caa such
a one become reconciled to his offend-
ed brother ? To this I reply that, it
seems to me there is only one scriptur-
al way by which this reconciliation
can be effected. It is by an open,
honest, unreserved confession of the
wrong done,and by asking the offended
brother’s forgiveness. In this way we

when we remembered that He had
anght against us. We confessed our

In this same way the Mas-

our offended brother who hath aught
It is always wise and safe

Then come. The way is now
He did not send him away to
remain away. It was that he might
do what would give him acceptance to
the altar. First go, and then come

Thank God. He wants all
our gifts. But he must have honest
offerings, or he can take no pleasure

In the other casegiven by our Lord,
we have the reverse side of this matter.
As recorded in Matthew 18th chapter,
15, 16, and 17 verses, Jesus taught,
“‘Moreover, if thy brother shall tres-
pass against thee, go and tell him his
fault between thee and him alone; if
he shall hear thee, thou hast gained
thy brother.” But if he will not hear
thee, then take with thee one or two
more, that in the mouth of two or
three witnesses every word may be
established, and if he shall neglect to
hear them, tell it unto the church, but
if he meglect to hear the church, let
him be unto thee as a heathen man
and a publican.”

This case though mentioned twelve
chapters after the other seems to me
to be quite as important. It is here
supposed that some member of the
church has done some action, or said
some thing which wrongs another
member, so that they are thrown
apart, and have lost love and care for
each other. Now In this case what is
to be done? Who is to act first  And
how is he to act! It is now the
brother trespassed sgainst who is to
act first. “If thy brother trespass
against thee go and tell him.” It
must not be merely an imaginary case.
It must be more than the result of
jealousy or suspicion. It must be a
matter of certain knowledge, 'or of
sufficient evidence to justify the
brother in believing he has been tree-
passed against, Then the path of duty
is made clear.

The injured brother is to go to his
brother who has trespassed againat him
and tell him his fault alone. Not tell
it first to outside peeple, or even to
the pastor or the church. But ‘‘tell
him alone.” And tell him ‘‘his
fault.” Nobt tell him what brother A,
or sister B says, about the matter.
But tell him his fault alone. Had our
Lord said tell everybody except him,
what obedient disciples many church
members would be, It should not be
forgotten, that the moment one tells
hia brother’s fault, to any one else,
bef >re telling it to him he makes him-
self a trespasser. Great care should
be taken, that in going and telling, it
should not be done in the cold tones
of superiority, or in the burning words
of injured dignity, but in the spirit of
humility and brotherly care, aiming at
gaining his brother. This is no easy
task to do rightly. But when this
course is pursued, and brethren plain-
ly, distinctly, and straightforwardly
tell each other wherein they have done

as well as the time of public or con-
gregational worship, when we ‘‘enter
Hie gates with thanksgiving, and His
courts with praise.” In these frequent
times of bringing our gifts to the altar,
we are brought in a very straight place
snd condition.

As to our fitness to present our gifts,
Unless the giver is in a right condi-
tion of heart to offer it, the gift can-
not be acceptable unto God. Such
gifts, now, as it was in the days of
Malachi, are but *‘polluted bread upon
God’s altar.”” How intensely import-
ant then that worshippers understand
this sacred conditlon. ‘‘And there
rememberest that thy brother hath
aught against thee.” Yes, here one

wrong, and where it hurts, in a large
percentage of the cases of church diffi-
culties, peace and harmony would be
restored. This law seems so seldom
carried out, that we have but a feeble

acted upon

then ¢

the second step.

ortwo.” They are to be witnesses.
If there are those who know the fault
or guilt of the accused, these should
be taken as witnesses, by whom to
prove and sustain the charge, hoping

Scriptures.

be brought to confess his fault and
seek forgiveness. Of course this
second step can be taken only when
the first has failed. Sometimes the
advise and labour of these witnesses
may accomplish what the aggrieved
brother failed to ds, even when he
had faithfully carried out the law of
the Master. These selected brethren
should be men of acknowledged piety,
candor, and good judgment, such as
are not reasonably objectionable to
the offending brother. They should
act the part of mediators and peace:
makers, seeking to gain, and to re-
store brotherly love, remembering that
both the accused and the accuser are
their brethren. As their mission is
to make peace, they should,if possible,
be mutual friends. This step is pre-
paring the way for a church trial and

the front.

awaken.

difficulties should be according to the | Men®, keep you from communion with
The word of God is pro-
titable not only for doctrine, but also
for correction and reproof,
discipline should be undertaken in the
that in this way the trespasser might |spirit ot love and with a puarpose to
“gain” theoffending brother. Brethren
of the ministry, if these be the Master’s
truths and teachings, then it devolves | cOmmon disease.
upon us, not only to practice, but to

teach and enforce them.
L S g o

The Touch of Christ.

Daring the civil war word came to a
mother that her boy had been wounded.
She found her way to the hospital at
The doctor said to her:
“‘Your boy is fast asleep.
and wake him, the excitement will kill
him. By and by, when he wakes, I
will break the news to him gradually.”
The mother, with her great hungry
heart yearning to see her boy, looked
into the doctor’s face: ‘*He may never
If you will let me sit by
his side, I promise not to speak to him.”

If you go in

God and the joy which comes only
from intimate fellowship with your
loving Saviour.

o por
Ringing Noises

In the ears, sometimes a roaring, buzz
ing sound, are caused by catarrh, that
exceedingly disagreeable and very
Loss of smell or/
hearing also result from catarrh, Hood’s
Sarsaparilla the great blood purifier, i3
a peculiarly snccessful remedy for this
| disease, which it cures by purifying
the blood.

All church

Hoop's Pruis are the best after
dinner pills, assist digestion, prevent

constipation.
.

Random Readings.

Be cheerful, hopeful and kind.

A quiet conscience makes one so
serene.— Byron.

A smile is a song without words or
music.

Be strong to carry out your good
resolutions.

When I seek another’s joy, I find

should be taken very wisely.

He further | give such advice, asin their judgment,

“Offer thy aggrieved brother is to take in the

idea of the frequent successes that
would result, if it should always be
in faithful loyalty to
Christ and love to the offending broth-
er. But if the offender persists in
wrong, and adds sin to sin, while the
other knows him to be guilty, what
Is the labour over? Not yet.
“If he will not hear thee, then take
with thee one or two more.” This is
Great care should
be taken in the selection of these ‘“*one

1f these
brethren find the accuser in fault in
spirit or deed, or find him Inclined to
magnify little things, they should ex-
postulate as faithfally with him as with
the accused. After hearingall that is to
be said, pro. and con., they are to use
their best influence and wisdom, and

the case requires. 1f in giving advice
to the offender he neglects to hear
them, then they should advise the
aggrieved brother to “tell it to the
church.” Telling it to the church, is
the third and last step which the

matter. When he has laid the facts of
his case, and the testimony of the
witnesses, whora he took with him,
before the church, he has done his
duty. He may rest his case here, the
church should now take the matter in
hand.

The offending brother should then
be called upon to ‘hear the church.”
1f the offence with which he has been
charged, is fully proved, the charch
should require him to give satisfaction.
They may expostulate with him and
labour in every way that may seem to
them acriptural and brotherly, for even
now he may relent, and may be gained.
But if all this labour and all these
appeals are in vain, then the fourth
and last step in this painful process is
unaveidable. “If he neglect tc hear
the church, let him be to thee, as a
heathen man and a publican.” This
is to withdraw fellowship from him,
and leave him outside the church,
where his own wrongs, and his rejection
of council, and refusal to repent have
justly placed him. Refusal to be re-
cor ciled to a brother after being dealt
with according to the Law of Christ is
a sin against the fellowship, authority
and welfare of the church.

Thus far I bave spoken only of what
may be called personal or private
offences. There is another kind of
church troubles, that may be classed
as public offences, which cannot be
dealt with in the same manner as
private trespasses, because they have
not been committed against any in-
dividual in particular, and no one can
make them personal matters. These
are offences against morality, or re-
ligion, or against the church, such as
intemperance, profanity, Sabbath
breaking, frequenting improper places
of amusement, diseminating false
doctrines, sowing discord, neglecting
covenant obligations and other like
wrongs.
Touching immoralities, the Apostle
Paul in 1 Cor. Be¢. 11 to 13 vrs. gives
the church the safe rule. He says,
‘‘But now I have written unto you not
to keep company, if any man that ls
called a brother be a [fornicator, or
covetous, or an idolator, or a railer, or
a drunkard, or an extortioner; with
such an one no not to eat.” ‘‘There-
fore put away from among yourselves
that wicked person.” Of those who
deny the essential truths of the gospel,
or who believe errors that aresubver-
sive of the.truth, the same Apostle
says, ‘‘If there come any unto you
and bring not this doctrine, receive
him not into your heuse, neither bid
him God speed.” ‘‘Though we or an
angel from beaven, preach any other
gospel unto you, let him be accursed.”
“If any man preach any other gospel
unto you than that ye have received,
let him be accursed.” Of these who

" K. D. C. Pills act in conjunti
n with K. D, C. where a

The doctor consented. She crept to

the side of the sot, and looked into the
face of her boy. How she longed to
embrace him ! She could not resist
laging her gentle, loving hand on his
forehead. The moment her fingers
touched the boy’s brow his lips moved,
and he whispered without opening his
eyes, ‘Mother, you have come.” Even
in his sleep he knew the touch of love.
The human touch on lives that need
comfort, healing, and blessing carries
wonderful power. But shall we not
bow oar heads for the touch of Christ
Himself ? He lays His hand gently
and lovingly upon our brow. Some of
us may be in sorrow; some are in care;
some have their burdens, Bat do you
not recognize that soft touch of Christ’s
hand~- the hand that the nail pierced?
May the touch give joy and a blessing
toevery one !—J. R. Miller.
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Keep Right with God.

A child of God should not leave his
bedroom in the moraing without being
on good terms with hisiGed. Weshould
not dare to go into the world and feel,
“I am out of harmony with my Lord.
All is not right between God and my
soul.,” In domestic life we are wise if
we square matters before we separate
for the day; let us part with a kiss.
This method of unbroken iellowship
should be carefully maintained toward
God. Be at perfect rest with him.
*‘Acquaiat thyself with him, and be at
peace, for thereby good shall come
unto thee.” I1f you cannot get rest
with God, perhaps some fault of
character may prevemt you enjoying
that perfect rest. See where that flaw
{8. Are you living in any sin ? If so,
the sun may have risen, bat there is a
bandage over your eyes; you will still
be in the dark. Get rid of that which
binds you. Or are you trusting your-

yeu relying on your experience? Then

et et

Seizing Opportunities.

self as well as trusting In Christ § Are | secret the gastric juices, without which

1 do not wonder if you miss the rest of
faith. Get rid of all that spoils the
simplicity of your faith. Come tothe |relief and effect a care.
Lord, and rest in him; tell out your Ashdown,
grief to Jesus, and he will breathe on
you, and say, ‘Peace be unto you.”

both his and mine,

A Christian is one who knows the
trath, loves it and lives it.

God delights in the heart in which
pure thoughts are made welcome.

®The only antidote to the bitterness of
life is the sweetness of Christ’s love.

There are a hundred kinds of reli-
gion, but only one kind of piety.—H.
W. Shaw.

There is no greater genuine in this
world than the genuine for doing one's
best.

The measure of our success is in
proportion as we satisfy God.—Dr.
Krummacher.

“The ‘ruth shall make you free,’
and this is the best freedom man can
enjoy for it is lasting.

Christian privileges enlarge as the
heart fills up with the knowledge and
love of Christ.

Liberality consists less in giving
much than in giving in the right way
and at the right moment,

Suspiclon finds poor comfert when
it enters a pure mind. There it Is
ever an unwelcome guest.

If you are brethren of Christ try to
be so like him that every one will
recognize the family likeness.

The grace of Jesus Christ is to the
soul what food is to the bedy—nourish-
ment, strength, life, energy.

Enjoyment of the Christian increases
with the increase of faith and the
growth of Christian love and kuow-
ledge.

An active mind when in good condi-
tion, not only employs itself but is
almost sure to give wholesome employ-
ment to others.

Dyapepsid;)rIndiacs'tion is occasioned
by the want of action in the billiary
ducts, loss of vitality in the stomach to

digestion canmot go on; also, being the
rincipal cause of Headach. Parmelee’s
egetable Pills taken before going to
bed, for a while, never fail to give
Mr. F. W,
Ashdown, Ont., writes:
‘‘Parmelee’s Pills are taking the lead
against ten other makes which I have
in stock.”

BEYOND DISPUTE.
There is no better, safer or more

make divisions and disturbance in the | worldly cares, absorption in temporal
church. Paul says, ‘‘A man that is an
heretic after the first and second ad-
monition raject.” And ‘‘Mark those
which cause divisione and offencer,
contrary to the doctrine which ye have | spired gradually and almost insensi-
learned,and avoid them.” It isobvious
from these and other passages and from
the nature of the case that it Is a duty
of the church and of the denomination
as well, to reject those who reject the
gospel as they understand and teach it.

Other cases might be cited, but
enough has been said to show that I
believe that the settlement of church

A lady, once, writing to a young
man in the navy, who was almost a
stranger, thought, *‘Shall I close this
as snybody would, or shall I say a
word for my Mascer ¥’ and, lifting up
her heart for a moment, she wrote,
telling him that his constant change of
scene and place was an apt illustraticn
of the word, ‘‘Here we have no con-
tinuing city,” and asked if he could
say, ‘I seek one to come.” Trembling-
ly, she folded it and sent it off.
Back came the answer, ‘‘Thank you
so much for those kind words ! I am
an orphan, and vo one has spoken to
me like that since my mother died,
long years ago.” The arrow shot at
venture hit home, and the young man
shortly after rejoiced in the fulness of
the blessing of the Gospel of peace.
How often do we, as Christians,
close a letter to those we know have
no hope “as anybody would,” when we
might say a word for Jesus! Shall we
not embrace each opportunity in the
future ?

— - —
Tue Joy oF SALvATION—Many have
need to pray, ‘Restore unto me the
joys of thy salvation !’ Increasing

affairs, indulgence of temptations to
stay away from the means of grace on
the plea of weariness or lack of time,
and a thousand other things, have con-

bly to lead them}into indifference and
coldness. They realize that they no
longer possess the joys of salvation,
and find themselves fettered in efforts
for a better state. Reader, is this
your case ! Then at once, and earn-
estly, take up the Psalmist's petition.
Let no pressing business cares, no
political excitement, no worldly amuse-

Sour tempers sweetened by

the use ofK. D. C.

ative is reqguired.
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K.D C. tones and regulates

%leaunt cough remedy

Hoarseness,
Colds, Bronchitis and all throat and
lung troubles.

made than
agyard’s Pectoral Balsam. It cures
Sore Throat, Coughs,

";W the great
AL
S\ SKIN CURE
‘—,‘g‘ 7Y Instantly Relieves
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'-ni TORTURING
85 Skin Diseases
And the most distressing forms
of itching, burning, bleeding,
and scaly skin, scalp, and blood
humors, and will in a majority
of cases permit rest and sleep
and point to a speedy, perma-
nent,and economical cure when
physicians, hospitals, and all
other methods fail. CUTICURA
WORKS WONDERS, and its
cures of torturing, disfiguring,
humiliating humors are the
most wonderful ever recorded.

Bold t the world. Price, CUTICURA,
8.} lou.m-; RESOLVENT, $150POTTER DRUG

AXD CuaxM. Corr., Bole Props., Boston, *
about the 8kin and Blood," up"pqu.mumm

% Facial Blemishes, pimply, oily, mothy
skin, fslling hair, and simple baby rashes pre-
vented and cured by Cuticura Soap.

!duscuun STRAINS, PAINS

back ache, weak kid.
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GENERAL LIFE ASS. C0.

bures 0the;

Will cure You, is a true statement q
the action of AYER'S Sarsaparill.
when taken for diseases originating j
impure blood ; but, while this assertio
is true of AYER'S Sarsaparilla, ;
thousands can attest, it cannot be trut}
fully applied to other preparations, whick
unprincipled dealers will
and try to impose upon you, as ** just
good as Ayer’s.” Take Ayer's Sars;
parilla and Ayer’s only, if you need .
blood-purifier and would be benefite
permanently. This medicine, for nea
fifty years, has enjoyed a reputatio
and made a record for cures, that h;
never been equalled by other prepara
tions. AYER'S Sarsaparilla eradicates
the taint of hereditary scrofula ang
other blood diseases from the systen
and it has, deservedly, the confidene
of the people.
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“1 was suf
Pricht’s disea
& time I h.’xvt; 1
Sarsaparillag: ;.
time I had lee
ft. Socing H
‘1 cznnot forbear to express my jogll | . ;,2pers I d
at the relief I have obtained from th@ll . of before )
use of AYER'S Sarsaparilla. I wafll . 1. 0tso
afflicted with kidney troubles for aboufll , '\\. {iat T
six months, suffering greatly with painfill 1.king the se
in the small of my back. In addition 1did inmy il
this, my body was covered with pimp
eruptions. The remedies prescribe l D
failed to help me. I then began to ﬂ r€
AYER'S Sarsaparilla, and, in a sho
time, the pains ceased and the pimple
disappeared. 1 advise every youn Almost
man or woman, in case of sicknes -
resullting from ‘iimpure blood, no matte
how long standing the case may be .
takeAY%R'S-Sargaparilla."——H? L. Jufill €27 Hard
mann, 33 William st., New York City, fcude |
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Wiley's Emulsion T

of Cod Liver Oil &

Answers all these requirements

Jusf
1st. No but the purest and fine ‘
Norway Cod Liver Oil used. %88 {}3}:
h2nd. Cod leordOtl and H’Wt 100 Rol
a palatable and readil 6
has always been as the E& o
remedy for Coughs, and disease of
the Lunss. Joeste T R
3rd. Wiley’'s Emulsion is without
uestion the best value u:lthq market.
ose of Cod Liver Oil and Hypophosphites.
Largest bottle for the money, equal to many
preparations of the cost) Agent
Nursery
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AGENTS WANTED

E. R.MACHUM, St. John N. B
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Teachers and Clergymen to introde

a NEW AND POPULAR STANDARD BOOK

Testimony of 19 Centuries to Joo®
of Nazareth.
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The most remarkable religious book ¢
the age, written by 300 eminent scho
lars, Non-sectarian. Every Chris
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