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NOTES AND GLEANINGS. 

In an article entitled ‘Impressions 

f America,” a high-caste Brahmin of 

Jombay wonders ‘how rich ladies and 

bentlemen of this country, with high 

hotions of modesty and morality, can 

) to the theater” and witness the iu- 

focencies he there obser. ed. 

Hereisan itemthat might have come 

rom the dark ages: The Pope will 

ermit the Bishop of Versailles, on the 
ccasion of the May fetes, t> exhibit 

he coat of Christ, which relic is kept 

t Argenteuil, on condition that the 

nvitations sent out do not contain the 

tatement that the coat is the seamless 

This 

in view of the fact 

the seamless coat is understood 

o be preserved in the cathedral at 

I'reves. 

jarment worn by our Savious; 

rovision is made 

hat 

The person who has the reputation 

f being the oldest living womn in 
lInois, if not in the United S:ates, is 

Irs. Rebecca Ann Lichner, of New- 

Tay, 111., who was born December 18, 

1776, and is thus over 117 years old. 
She ie of Norwegian desceat, was mar- 

ied in 1800; and of her eight children 
he youngest, Samuel, now eighty-one 

vears old, lives with his mother and 

works daily in the fields. 

In Ireland vaccination was made 

ompulsory in 1863. Since that time 

he Irish Poor Law Commissioners 

ave carried out the law and the whole 

opulation has been vaccinated. From 

1550 or 1840 the yearly average of 

Heaths from smallpox was 5,800, in the 

ext decade it was 3,287, and in the 

ext 1,272. In the year 1867 they 

were 20, in 1868 they were 19, and in 

he next year 6, so that the Irish 

loctors banished this scourge as effact- 
ally as St. Patrick did the snakes. 

lhe ‘‘personal liberty” plea of those 
who objected to vaccination was disre- 

rarded much to their own benefits. 
50 1t must be as to the rum traffic. 

It must not be forgotten that times 

hee 43 bad in Kurope as in this country. 
omplaint is made in England that 
rade is rapidly declining. There has 
been a decrease in almost every line of 
business abroad. The *‘ hard times’ 
re world wide. Jowrnal d: Mess: nger. 

True: The hardtimes to a cortain 
*xtent are world wide, but there are 

egrees, ‘‘slow” Canada seemed to be 
ouched the least by their beautiful 
nfluence, while tha *‘fast, pushing go- 
A-head” United States are catching it 
worst of all, after all it is the steady 
ind sure though comparatively slow 
Progress that tells not the fitful mush 
oom growth, 

— 

The Japanese government will 
ben a national fairin Kyoto next 
year to celebrate the 1100th anniver- 
Bary of the establishment of that city 
As the capital of the empire. A prom- 
nent feature of this occasion will be a 
religious exhibit, comprising temples 
of the various sects represented in 
pan, and also Christian churches, if 
he missionary bodies see fit to furnish 
them. These temples and churches 
Are to have open doors and constant 
Services, the doctrines of each com- 
: union having the right of free pro- 
ulgatior, and interpretars furnished 

Wherever necessary. 
—— ——— 

Mr. Cornelius Vanderbilt has just 
ompleted in New York the building 
f the largest and most magnificent 

Private residence in America. If cost 
mot less than four millions, and no one 
knows how much more. One is glad 
to be assured that among the objects 
In view in the construction of this 
great palace was the putting of a large 
amount of money in circulation in he 
employment of hundreds of laborers. 
The str ucture covers 16 625 > feet of ground, igo 

Neal Dow. 

Acquaintance with this veteran 
author and chief apostle of Prohibition 

commands respect and admiration. 

Enemies may malign his doctrine, yet 

are compelled to pay tribute to his 

unique and noble personality. His 

career has been remarkable ; he was 

born for leadership and victory. For 

sixty years he has been, in many re- 

gpects, the most marked figure mm 

Maine ; and in the cause of prohibitory 

liquor legislation the most conspicu- 

ous man of his generation. 

The event which fixed Neal Dow's 

hatred of the saloon is, perhaps, not 

generally known. An impulse was 

given in this direction even while he 
was a boy in his teens, as he witnessed 

the universal desolation wrought by 

the free use of New England rum and 

cider brandy. But a specific incident 

stirred his soul to its profoundest 

depths and made him from that 

moment the apostle of reform. A re: 

spected friend and neighbor, a man of 

splendid abilities and high social 

standing, had become a dipsomaniac. 

He held office under the United States 

Government in Portland, He was in- 

formed that it would be impossible for 

him to retain so responsible a position 

unless he gave up drink. It was as. 

certained that reform would be possible 
if a certain saloon would refuse him 

liquor. Neal Dow visited the proprie- 

tor and laid the case before him. The 

tempted man had a beautiful home, a 

cultured and noble wife, a large family 

of children, a fair salary, the loss of 

which together with the ruin of his 

manhood was bringing untold misery 

and danger to all. The saloon keeper 

was urged to desist. He replied : “*[t 

is my business, my business to sell 

liquor, I will sell to any one who 

wants to buy, whoever he be cr what- 

ever the circumstinces. I am licensed 

to do this.” 

Burning with wrath and indignation 

Neal Dow went forth from that inter- 
view a reformer. In his inmost soul 

he vowed that it would yet be impos- 

sible for any man in Maine to purchase 

of his State a permit to ruin his fellow- 

man and desolate his home. He saw 

that in order to put down the grog- 

shop there must be a change in the 

law,and in order to have a change in the 

law there must be a change in public 

sentiment. The outcome of this was 

a personal campaign that lasted ten 

long years. At his own expense the 

young reformer traversed the State as 

opportunities for public address pre- 

sented themselves. Temperance tracts 

were sown broadcast. These excur. 

sions into outlying townships some- 

times lasted two, three, five, or even 

ten weeks. The interest awakened in 

these rural communities often sur 

passed expectations. Farmers fre- 
quently transformed haycarts, by 

means of evergreens, irto booths in 

rder to carry the ladies of the neigh- 

borhosd miles t» these temperance 

meetings. Through persistent efforts 

of this kind Neal Dow educated the 
people and broughvu the entire State to 

his way of thinking. This aggressive 

work, however, was often done at the 

peril of his life. Once a hired ruf- 

fian sprang suddenly from Bill 

Davis's famous saloon at the foot of 

Exchange Street and assaulted young 

Dow. He was so badly worsted in 

the fray that no one again ventured 

publicly to attick the wiry and in- 

trepid reformer. A similar illustra- 

tion of Neal Dow's fearlessness oc 

curred in connection with a celebrated 

rum case tried in Portland before the 

introduction of the Prohibitory law. 

An organized gang of roughs planned 

to lynch a countryman, whose telling 

testimony had injured their cause. As 

he passed from the courthouse into 

the mob Neal Dow entered the crowd, 

took the man by the arm and conduct- 

ed him to a place of safety, no one 

daring to intercept him. The secret 
of his power lay in his indomitable 

will. The old Virginia phrase, **‘Never 

say die,” describes perfectly his tem- 
perament. Dangerand difficulty only 

roused his energy and fired his zeal. 

It was during his first tern of ser- 

vice as Mayor of Portland, in 1851, 

that General Dow pr.pared bis first 

draft of the Maine Piohihiory law, 

He presented the same, in manuscript 

form, before a committes of che Logis- 

lature, May 20th, 18561, The commit. 

tee voted unanimously to recommend 

its passage without change. This 

hearing occurred the day before the 

final vote was to be taken. The man- 

uscript must be printed that night. 

The State printer was an ardent rum- 

seller. Her foreman, a Portland boy, 

was equally enthusiastic for temper- 

ance, and through his co-uperation the 

famous document was in print ready 

for use early the next morning. The 

Legislature by a vote of 86 to 40, and 

the Senate by a vote of 18 to 10 

adopted the recommendation of the 

committee and established a law which 

reversed, in one day, the whole policy 

of the civilized world. The younger 

generation has grown up wholly ignor- 

ant of such a public evil as an open 

saloon. 
Few men are permitted to enjoy so 

completely and for so long a period 

the public fruitage of their own labor. 

Neal Dow is blessed with a vigorous, 

happy, quiet, useful old age. His 

ninetieth birthday, March 20th, finds 

his natural force somewhat abated, 

tho his eye is not dim, nor that bright. 

ness of intellect which has given to his 

personality its peculiar charm, 

His is a beautifal old age, amid 

beautiful surroundings. He is a keen 

student of passing events, and as keen 

an interpreter of their significance. 

He wields a facile and vigorous pen ; 

and wherever he sees a newspaper 

attacking the cause of temperance or 

prohibition, in England, Canada or 

America, he writes in correction of 

error or defense of truth. 
A lavas ab tha varnawahla hac 
zx SluilT Wy DT TT CQALLWUIU adie 

we are done. His personality is prc 

nounced. Advanced age cannot con- 

ceal the signs of vigor. He is still 

alert in movement, vivacious in speech, 

enthusiastic in spirit. The stamp of 

health is on his brow. He is hale and 

hearty at ninety, because food, drink, 

exercise, recreation and mental activity 

have always been regulated by the 

principle he applied so rigorously to 

narcotics. Firmness characterizes 

action and form. The prominent 
cheek bones, the chin, the finely com- 

pressed lip and the unflinching eye all 

speak the determination which so 

often made the one man mightier than 

the multitude. The cordial, benevo- 

lent smile that lights his face as he 

enters into familiar conversation re- 

veals the subtle spiritual fact that all 

true greatness and decision of charae- 

ter have their groundwork in kindness 

and love. Only he who loves can be a 

hero. One cof the mysteries of the 
world in its ceaseless and painful 

struggle with evil, personal and Satan- 

ic, is that God does not make more 

such men to battle with wrong. The 

fact that they are misunderstood at 

times, and persecuted is one of the 

proofs that they are disciples of Him 

who confronted opposition at every 

turn.— Rev. D. W. Pratt wu Independ.- 

ent. 
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The Queen and the Premier. 

The ‘Court Circular,” which, it is 

said, the Queen herself rigidly edits, 

announces that ‘the Queen has graci- 

ously accepted Mr, Gladstone's resig- 

nation.” An Knglish Liberal paper 

remarks that the announcement of 

Lord Salisbury’'s resignation ran as 

follows : ‘The Queen accepted his 

resignation with regret.” Some of the 

Radical organs speak bitterly of the 

fact that the Queen ‘does not express 

‘any regret for the departure from her 

‘councils of the mightiest living Eng- 
‘lishman after sixty years of service ; 

‘one who, moreover, of all others has 

‘been the safeguard of the monarchy 

‘against unwise friends and open foes.’ 

The pity is that the Queen has so little 

love for Mr. Gladstone, not that she 

does not express feelings which she 

does not entertain. Considering that 
the history of England has been a cone 

stant evolution of the principles of 

liberty and equality, and that privil- 

eges given way year after year, it is 

unwise, though, after all, not very 

strange, that royalty should identify 

itself with privileges, and cling to 
those who constitute themselves the 

champions of inequality. It is a pity 

that Queen Victoria, a woman of the 

very sternest principles, highest vir- 

tues and most unbending integrity, 

should have so much personal regard 

for a tricky Beaconsfield and so little 

for a lofty-minded Gladstone. Does 

the monarchy insist on counting itself 

as part of the procession of privilege 
and inequality that is marching off the 

stage ? It may be correct in doing so, 
but, as we have said, it is eminently 

unwise. The Queen's ancestor, 
Canute, the Dane, acted with greater 

a monarch could not forbid the rising 

tide. None can fail to admit that 

privilege is fighting a losing battle, and 

that less royaly casts in its lot with 

it the better for royalty. Royalty 

should remember that it exists for the 

good of the people, and not for the 

good of royalty. To assume the latter 

by identifying its fortunes with those 

of privilege is to condemn iuself to 

righteous extinction. We can hardly 

expect queens to be philosophers, 

however, they are likely, like other 

people, to tike the color of their views 

from those of their surroundings. 

Women are said to be natural Conser- 

vatives ; social life is their sphere, and 

social life is the stronghold of inequal- 

iby ; the primrose dame is the natural 

bodyguard of social inequality and has 

no genuine counterpart in the Liberal 
ranks. Youth is the time for progres- 

sive ideas. Lord Beaconsfield himself 

was a Radical in youth ; so has been 

many & great Conservative. What 

wonder then if a member of a Con- 

gervative family of the most mulish 

sort should in advanced age show her- 

self tobe a Tory. All the more noble 

has it been in the Queen to have loy- 

ally accepted throughout life every 

natural and normal development of the 

self-governing principle, so that of her 

reign it can.fairly be said that it has 

been one of the most remarkable in 

the history of England for constitu- 
tional progress. as well as for every 

other great and good thing, and 

that under her [England has 

become the freest and most 

democratic country on earth. 

The greatest figure in this great evolu- 

tion has been Mr. Gladstone. Pity 

that the (Queen should have no regret 

at parting with her greatest minister, 

her greatest “con‘emporary, and him 

who has done more than Wellington 

to render her reign illustrious and to 

render her throne impregnable. It 

remain¥ to be seen whether the insti- 

tutions which were attacked when Mr. 

Gladstone was leader will be less bit- 

terly assailed when he is off the scene. 
— Montreal Witness, 

elf) Gree 

WOMAN'S FOREIGN MISSION 
SOCIET 

““Rse up ye women that are at ease.” 
Isaiah 32: 9. 

[All contributions for this column 
should be addressed to Mrs. Jos. 
McLeop, FREDERICTON. ] 

A Reminiscence. 

DEAR INTELLIGENCER :— While read- 
ing of the work of the Lord at French 

Lake, Sunbury Co., and being much 

interested, my mind was led back to a 

time, a few years ago, when I went to 

that place, in company with the Presi- 

dent of our Missionary Society. It 

was in midwinter and in getting there 
we both took quite severe colds, so 

that we were laid by for a day. Wg 

can never forget how kindly we were 

taken in, as strangers,and cared for by 

those who have since passed on to the 

better land. The next day we called 

at each house, our object being to ac 

quaint the people with the needs of 

the mission field and their responsibil- 

ity in connection with missions. We 

also collected what we could for mis 

sion werk, 
I remember very well, a very aged 

couple whom we visited. As soon as 

we had entered and began talking, 

that dear old sister stood up and 

praised the Lord for having directed 

our steps to her humble dwelling and 

asked that the Lcrd’s richest blessing 
might rest upon us and upon our work. 

She then handed us a small contribu- 

tion which seemed like the widow's 

mite. It was all she had. 1 have 

often thought of those dear people and 

from my heart I say the Lord bless 

them and may He also bless all His 

home helpers as well as dear sisters 
Boyer and Gaunce in India. 

One who is interested. 

Caste Women of India. 

BY MRS, H, M, N. ARMSTRONG, BURMA. 

We hear much of a Hindu woman's 

degradation and seclusion and ignor- 

ance ; of her sufferings, her helpless- 

ness and hopelessness, and the half of 

it all is neither told nor known. 

in from all the world, without books, 

That 

without music or even the knowledge 

of a song to sing ; without needlework 

or fancy work of any kind, or any 

occupation or amusement whatever, 

save what the naked 

make, how can she escape an almost 

little children 

vacant mind, if not hopeless imbecility? 

If she is a wife she may arrange her 

cloth and her jewels becomingly and 

contrive dainty dishes for her hus- 

band, of which she will partake when 

he is satisfied ; but if the one to whom 

probably, as a baby she was betrothed, 

happens to die, even these poor plea- 

sures are denied her. She is a re- 

proach, an outcast, accursed, in all 

God's heaven no star casts a ray of hope 

to her. What influence cansuch a one 

exert or what power can she wield ? 

A whole race of women have lived 

for generations under these conditions, 

and remain intelligent and lovable, 

with a native refinement marvellous to 

see, and no woman in the world exer- 

cise greater power. Perhaps you will 

be startled if I say that they hold the 

destiny of their country more com- 

pletely in their hands than the women 

of any other land; that they are the 

ruling power in India, although this 

power is exercised so quietly and out 

of sight. Repressed power is always 

the most dangerows. Women in 

Christian lands can participate in al- 

mest every amusement and every priv- 

ilege open to the other sex, can have 

their women’s aid societies in every 

philanthropic measure of the day ; and 

perhaps this very widening of her in- 

fluence diverts time and thought from 

father and brother, husband and child. 

Certainly it gives us community of 

thought and action. Women are as 

much elevated hg tha mental and 

moral culture of the day as men are. 

In India it is not so; all the influx 

of civilization and religious light from 

the new world has fallen on the men 

alone. It has had no means of reach- 

ing the hidden retreats where the 

women dwell. The only rays of light 

that have penetrated there have been 
carried by the missionary women, sad 

ly few in number, who have been able 

to reach their sisters in their seclusion 

and till from house to house the story 
of the oross. 1 believe this, above 

every other reason, is the cause of the 

slight hold Christianity has taken of 
the caste people of India. 

woman has not even 

A caste 

her father or 

brother to care for; she was separated 

from them in early childhood. Her 

whole life has but one vent, one direc- 

tion in which to grow, and that is out 

through her husband and her sons to 

the world beyond. To keep her hus- 

band and sons loyal to her is her only 

ambition, and there is nothing too hard 

nor too high for her in her endeavour 

after it. Thousands fail and yet many 

succeed; and when one fails it is gen- 

erally because. another woman has 

usurped the place. There is something 
very suggestive in the fact that the 

most beautiful and renowned building 

in India (The Taj ‘Mahal) was built as 

the tribute of a devoted husband to 

his queen. 
Again, every Hindu woman is bound 

to keep her husband and sons in the 

good old paths after the strictest sect 

of Hinduism. She generally cares far 

more for religion than her husband 

does. She is, if you please,more super 

stitutious. Woe to the 

recreant to her faith ! 

man who is 

His wife may 

his mother will; 

there is neither peace not rest for him 

hence-forward. 
When you urge a Hindu to give his 

reason for not accepting the Christ of 

whose claims he is intellectually con- 

vinced, he will be elow to give it; bat 

itt is almost invariably one of three 

reasons: “I cannot break my poor 

old mother's heart. ” *‘I am afraid of 

my mother’s curse.” ‘I cannot give 
up my wife and children.” It is a 

woman's influence that holds him back. 

Many of these men love their wives 

and children—more, perhaps, love the 

tasty break-fasts and savory dinners 

that no one else will take the trouble 

to cook for them. For one reason or 

another, all find it inconvenient, at 

least, to have no home, especially as 

hotel life and restuarants are incom- 

patible with caste. Now, to have a 

home one must please the woman who 

dwell there, If a man wishes to be a 

Christian, he has not merely his wife 

or wives to contend with; his mother 

and grandmother, his brothers’ wives, 

and all the women of the establish- 

ment (usually not a few) elub together 

to bring him to his senses; they will 

coax him first, but they have no end 

of devices for bringing him back to 

their faith if coaxing fails. Men know 

this and the terror that hangs over the 
head of every one of them is, that if 

he persists in what the women of his 

not say much, but 

house-hold call evil courses. Some- 

thing will be mixed in the food which 

they cook which will conquer all stub- 

ernesa and end his days. 

The only thing a man can do, and 

what every caste man who has become 

a Christian has been obliged to do, is 

simply to leave them all--literally, to 

run with them his 

property, his house, his children, and 

everything he world, 
Bunyan’s description of the pilgrim 

away and leave 

owns in the 

starting on his pilgrimage has been 
literally fulfilled in many a Hindu. 

I remember a case in poiat—a 

wealthy and influential high-caste 

man, who, | have no doubt, is a con- 

verted man, and who was baptized by 

my husband some years ago. This 

man was remarkable for breadth and 

strength of character, a man of sterling 

worth and great independence. He 
was practically king in the district 

where he lived, and he thought he was 

able to be a Christian and make his 

household either submit or leave. He 
was wealthy, had two wives and a 

large ‘‘followinz.” When he came to 

the house of the native preacher to 

ask for baptism and to offer himself to 

the church, a crowd cf retainers came 

with him, among whom were his two 

wives, weeping and tearing there 

hair. One of these—one to whom he 
was strongly attached—beat her head 

against the wall of the house until 

they had to hold her to keep her from 

killing herself, while she declared she 

would kill herself, rather than see her 

husband a Christian. But none of 

these things moved him. He deferred 

his baptism for a while in consequence, 

but avowed constantly his faith in 

Christ, and his purpose to confess His 

name publicly in baptism. He did so. 

He came and was baptized, but he 
h 1d to his property and one wife. He 

had no children. His friends found 

that they could do nothing with him, 

for he was too far above them to fear 

them. However, they were determ- 

ined not to lose him. Finding that he 

had actually left them they all rallied 
round him again. His wife said ‘‘he 

was wise and good, and she would 

cook his rice and be a Christian too.” 

The rest of his household said that if 

he, in his wisdom thought it best to 

be a Christian, they could not gainsay 

it ; he was greater than they; they 

would be what he was. So they 

cooked his food, and ate with him as 

before, and treated him as well as they 

knew how. It was not in human 

nature not to feel flattered with all 

this deference to his opinion. For 

about a year his conduct was ex. 

emplary ; but soon the heathen influ~ 

ence by which he was surrounded be- 

gan to tell upon him. His wife and 

relatives when other 

Christians came to eat with him, and 

defiled the dishes. It was only a 

matter of eating and drinking, and he 
thought it hard not to conform a little 

to their wishes when they had borne 

him. 

made trouble 

so much for He was strongly 

attached to the wife who had remained 

with him, and her influence had in- 

duced him to withdraw more and more 

from intercourse with other Christians, 

He eaid that he knew it was wrong, 
but he was really worried to death, 

After a while his other wife came back 

to the house unbidden. Again and 

again he promised to break away from 

them all. He believed in Christ : he 
worghiped Him only, and wanted to 

follow Him ; but he said he saw there 

was nothing for him to do but to build 

a small house for himself and live 

there alone, that he could not be a 

Christian and live in his heathen home, 

This man’s case is a remarkable one, 

because he had sufficient authority, 

for a time at least, to compel his house. 
hold to submit to him ; but they con. 

quered in driving him at last, 

These women are standing right 

across the path of Christianity in 

Hindustan. The work of converting 

them, humanly considered, is restricted 
to the labors of Christian women 

among them. Sisters here is a work 

peculiarly yours that no one else can 

do. How will you do it? With luke. 

warm zeal, spasmodic efforts, and in« 

different success? Or with all your 
hearts unflinchingly, till it is accompe 

lished ? 

More TuaN OxceE A YEAR, 

The sooner, however, churches and 
preachers lay aside the idea thac one 

Sunday in the year is sufficient for 

temperance teaching the better. The 

cause demands constant advocacy and 

incessant work, — Irish League Journal 


