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Not As I Am. 

Not as I am, but with thi: plea, 

That I might more like Jesus be, 

And follow Him who di d for me: 

O Lamb of God, I coms! 

Not as 1 am, O heart of mine, 

While walking in the light divine, 

With life becoming more like Thine: 

O Lamb of God, I come ! 

Not as I am—not tossed about, 

But rising over sin and doubt; 

No foes within, no fears without 

O Lamb of God, I ccme! 

Not as I am, byt free from fear, 

‘Withpeaceful visions calm and clear 

Foretastes of heaven drawing nesr: 

0 Lamb cf Ged, 1 come ! 
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The Christian Religion, 

We have received a letter from a 

young man who asks us to anawer the 

following questions as bricfly and as 

clearly as possible : 

1. What is the Christian religion ? 

2. What reasons ara there for be- 

living in it ? 

He says he has listened to many ser- 

mons, but has not been able to obtain 

from them satisfactory answers to these 

questions. 

Then we fear we cannot satisfy him, 

for the demand isa pretty serious one. 

1t is to teach young men how to answer 

these questions that our theological 

seminaries give them three years’ in- 

struction, and then often fail of the 

object. How can they be answered 

in a paragraph or two ? 
And yet simple and ignorant people 

can know and tell what Christianity is 

and why they believe in it. We will 

try, praying that the D vine Spirit 

will help us, and will help this young 

man and others like him to profit by 

our answer, 

If you want to know what the 

Christian religion is, read carefully the 

Four Gospels. Even one of them 

will be enough. As you read it and 

carefully attend to the teachings of 

Jesus Christ, see how you like them. 

Do they seem to you gocd, worthy ? 

What do you think of his character ? 

It is a pity to ask us what Christianity 

is when you have a Testament in your 

satchel, or can get one easier than you 

can The Indepenaent. Next Sunday 

you need not go to church, to listen to 

a sermon ; but stay at home, and at a 

single sitting read Matthew. If you 
then do not quite understand what 

Christianity is, read John through at 
another sitting. It is no larger than 

a dime novel. Do not fail to do this, 

And, as you read, pass judgment on 

the teachings of Jesus. Do» they pleate 

you?! Do you like that character? 

Do you love the man who has thus 
lived for others and died for others ? 

Perhaps you will find ou%— but do 

not take our word for it— that Chri. 
tianity is something like this. Itis a 

religion which teaches that God sent 

his peculiar and special Son Jesus 

Christ into the world to teach men 
how to be good, and sweet, and loving, 

and helpful, and brave; that Jesus 

Christ taught the best teaching that 

man ever heard ; that he performed 

miracles of love ; and that he died a 

cruel death and rose again on the third 

day ; that through him pardon and 
forgiveness and Heaven are offered to 

all that are sorry for their sine, and 

love him and try to imitate him in 
living lives devoted not to their own 

selfish aims, but to the honor of God 

and the good of men. You will find 

perhape, that the life required by the 

Christian religion is a life in which you 
will have to resolve and labor, not in 

form and pretense, but really, to make 

everybody as happy and good as you 
can, and to keep yourself as true and 

pure as was the Son of God. 

But you want to know ‘* what rea. 

sons there are for believing in it.” 

Very good. That is proper. But, 

first, how do you like it: What do 
you think of its requirements on you ? 

Are they proper and sensible ? 1s it 

not well that you should crush your 
own selfishness in the determination 

that you will henceforth live for the 
world, which is many, and not for 

ycura:1f, who are but one? If this 
does teem to you something noble, 

beautiful, begin with this first; no 

matter whether the Christianity that 

teaches it to you is true or not. Be- 
gin with this, which carries its own 

reason and does not need to be argued 
to you. An infidel cou'd rell you that. 

Now, have you done it ? Have you 

made that fateful res.lve? Then we 
thank God, and proceed to the next 

step. 

Is it not something of an evidence 

or the truth of Christianity that it has 

such noble teaching of self-devotion 
a1d duty? Not another religion on 
the face of the earth has such a beauti- 
ful doctrine of duty, and not one bas 

begun to have such an influence to 

promote goodness as the Christian 

religion. Its ministers are preachirg 
it all the time, even when they do not 
yriwctice it. Tnat love and life of 
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Christ are being held up to the world 

as tho model of human life, and its in- 

fluence is advancing, and seems likely 
to advance until it shall put an end to 

wars and wrong. Is it not a presump- 

tion in favor of a religion that it is the 

chief it. fluence which is promoting this 

unselfishness which you are adopting ? 

Another reason for your believing 

in the Christian religion is that it is 
generally believed in by intelligent 

men. If you do not believe in it, you 

must give a reason why. You must 
satisfy yourself pretty positively that 

it is not true. One part of it you can- 

not help believing to be true. If you 
have a right moral nature, you have 

already accepted as your own, its pre- 

cepte for the conduct of your life. Al} 
you can doubt is the less important 

part, the history about Christ. but 
have you got a good reason for disbe. 

lieving that? Try to think what your 

reason is, whether it is enough to make 

you reject the general agreement of 

Intelligent and excellent men all over 

the civilized world. That common 

consent to a religion which is so good, 

which teaches as no other religion 

teaches, is an argument for believing 
it that you cannot easily meet. 

Then for further reason read the 

tory again. It is true beyond ques- 

tion that Jesus lived ; that kis dis- 

ciples lived ; that they wrote the other 

books in the Bible ; that the story in 

Acts is substantially true. There is a 

direct, unhroken chain of writers from 

Matthew and Paul down thiough the 
early ages of the Church, who have 

brought us this story of Christ. They 

believed it beyond question who walk- 

ed and talked with Jesus. What 

reason ie there for disbelieving these 
witnesses that would not bear against 

the historians of the War of the Re- 

bellion ? Read what they have to say. 
We will trust you with the record. 

Why should it be false. 

That is all. That is enough. If 

Christianity appear good to you, if you 

like it after reading about it, we are 

not concerned with any fear that you 

will not see reasons in itself and in its 

record in your Testament to believe 
it. — Indzpendent. 
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The Sin of Swearing. 

When Dr. Scudder was traveling on 

a certain steamboat in the west, his 

ers were pained with profanity. He 
c:lled up the offender and pointing to 

his son, said: * That boy was born 

and brought up among heathen. He 

has seen men worshipping idols all 
their days. But he never heard an 

oath before.” In view of such a testi- 
mony, it will not do to call the habit a 
heathenish one. It certainly is not 

C ristian. A physician threw his 
Bible away in petulance. *‘ We are 

not Christians, or the Bible is wrong, 

We swear too much or else Christ for- 
bids too much.” Which is it ? 

Men are tempted to most sins by 

s>me apparent or temporary advantage, 
If one lies it is to escape tome punish- 

ment, or gain advantage. If one 

drinks wine he feels a certain exhilar 
ation for a time. A thief gets posses 
sion of property for which he has not 
gived an equivalent. But the blas. 
phemer gets no return. He commits 
his crime and gets nothing forit. He 
is like the fish that bites the bare 
hook. Heistoo big a fool for any use. 

It is not the sign of a gentleman, 
Polite and well-bred people do not 
swear. It is a vulgar and indecent 
style of conversation. During the 
Ravolutionary war, Gen. Washington 
lssuel orders in which he expressed 
hs desire that the officers might lend 
their example and influence to ex 
tinguish profanity. ** There is little 
hope of the blessing of Heaven up n 
our arms,” he wr.te, ‘‘ if we insult it 

by our impiety and folly, Added to 
to this it is a vice so mean and low, 

without any temptation, that every 
mn of sense and character despises it.’ 

There is a great deal of ejaculation 
'hit approaches irreverent language. 
Some very good people do not rever- 
ently use God's names, titles, attri- 
butes, ordinances, word and works, 
When such people are surprised at 
something they say ** Mercy |” Ycu 
wonder why they are praying for 
mercy. It would be as well not to say 
wh t we do not mean, 

Cursing is hateful, It would scarce- 
ly seem conceivable that a man would 
pray God to damn his own soul to ever- 
lasting punishment. Sarely no sane 
craature would invoke the Almighty 
to separate him from the heavenly 
hr ing, condemn him to the society of 
the ungodly and wicked, and doom 
him to an environment that would en- 
tail eternal temptation, cot him off 
from the help of the Holy Spirit, 
qench all possibility of penitence, 
and put him in lasting misery. But 
mora men are praying the prayers of 
damnation than those of salvation, 
Who shall say bow many of them are 
answered. Irreverence is a fatal fault, 

Belshazzar had no honor for Johovah. 
His father had been blessed of God, 
but punished for his pride. The son 
failed to profit by this dispensation. 

He called for the consecrated chalices 
tha he with his thousand lords and 

concubines might drink wine in them. 

His sacrilege bronght on his doom. 
[The judgment was written before his 

bleared and horror set eyes. *' The 
God in whose hand thy braath is, and 

whose are all thy ways hast thou not 

glorified. Thou art weighed in the 
balance and found wanting.” In that 

same night was Belshazzar slain. — 
Free Baptist. 
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Ministers —0ld and Young. 

A few years ago, we heard a good 

deal about the ‘‘ Deal Line in the pul- 
pit. It is said that men, who are the 
strength of the denomination, are 

nearer sixty than fifty-five ; yet there 

is no wistaking the call for young men. 

Youth has some advantage in the pul- 
pit ; but the experience of a lifetime, 

if the minister has made the most of 
his opportunities, should make him a 

more successful pastor and preacher at 
sixty than at forty. Will the older 

brethren, however, permit two or three 

suggestions 7 
1. Do not talk about being an old 

man. By no means claim to be 
younger than you are. Be honest; 

but if one is continually talking about 
his age, people begin to feel that he is 

old, and that his age is a disadvantage, 

and others will generally agree with 

him. Let him simply do the work the 

Master has given him, as well as he can. 

2.: Do not claim to be a young man. 

It is not wrong for an elderly man to 
cut up boyish capers, but it is not 

natural. Each period of life brings 

with it some peculiar power. There 

18 a grace of childhond. When the old 

minister is continually telling people 
about how much younger he feels than 

he did thirty years ago, and is determ- 

ined to act like a boy, he does not 

strengthen his influence. People ex- 
pect a man of his age to bear the dig- 

nity of manhood. 

3. Realize the value of time. A boy 

feels that life is very short, and that he 

must get a good deal done in a minute. 

Time is worth something to him ; he 

has not much to spare. Soalso realizes 

that other people have not much time 

to spare. So he preaches short ser- 

mons, and respects the busy moments 

of others. An elderly man feels that 

he has all eternity before him, He can 

not see why the people should be so 

fussy ae to want a half-hour’s sermon. 
Is not the gospel imporant enough fo, 

one to listen to the presentation of it, 

by a man of his experience, for an 

hour ? And why do these people con- 

sider time of so much value ? Why can 

not they give him an hour for a talk ? 

An hour is not much. Brother, be- 

ware. Each man has his peculiar 

temptation, and should guard against 

it, This is yours. Young men may 

occagionally preach an hour without 

falling into the habit, They will 

come back to a half hour next time. 
For you it is not safe. No matter 

how much you may be interested 
on your subject, no matter how 

much good you believe could be ac- 

complished, never— never — NEVER 

allow yourself to preach over forty 

minutes. Have a clock or watch where 
you can eee it; in some way see that 

you do not get the reputation of preach- 

ing long. No matter if you did preach 

an hour forty years ago. Times have 

changed. Men can not do it now— 

least of all, can you do it. 

4. Do not attempt to live on the 
work of years ago. Some men never 

learn anything after they leave school. 

Other men learn little in school, but 

add to their knowledge every year of 
their lives. What we have learned 

this year, is fresh to us, we can present 

it with far more power than what we 
learned a year ago. If we are preach- 

ing to the peopl? of a generation ago, 

using their idiome, thinking their mode 

of thoughts the people of to-day will 

not listen to us. We wonder why 

they should go in raptures over some 

young man with halt out thought, He 
talks their language. All his refer- 

ences, his unconscious allusions, are to 

matters with which they are familiar. 
b. It is fair for a man to ask himseif 

the question. Have I improved asa 
preacher with each year of my ministry? 

or have I merely been repeating the 

faults of manner that I fell into in my 

youth ? Did I say in middle life? I 

am too old to learn, and so stop learn- 

ing? If one has made no improve: 
ment, and lost something of the fire of 

youth, how can he expect to be as good 
a preacher as the young man ? 

There is no question but that a min- 
ister ought to improve every year that 

he occupies the pulpit. He should be 

getting rid of the bad habits which he 

perhaps fell into when a young man: 

He should have been so careful a stu- 
dent, all his life, that he be now better 

educated than any young man can be. 

He thould know the latest presenta- 
K. D C. the Great Spring 

remedy. 
For immediate relief 

eating use K. D, C. oe 
K. D C. the household rem- 

edy for stomach troubles. 

tions of the subjects now studied in 

the schools. He should have formad 

habits which make work easier for him 

He should ask no favors ; and, claim- 

ing to be neither old nor young, be a 

man whose knowledge and utterances 

command respect, and win attention 

from old and young alike. We have 

many such men in the Baptist denom- 

ination. Such men as Spurgeon and 

Beecher did not lose their power a® 

they grew old. If a minister is not a 

better preacher at sixty than at forty, 

supposing him to have good health, 1s 

there not something wrong with the 

man or his methods ? — Ex. 
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Christ's Presence. 

The reality of Christ's presence ig 
wade known to us by His own urnquali- 

fied word. He did not say, “Lo, lam 
with you alway, so long as you main. 

tain a sensible evidence of it, or so 

long as I see worthiness in your char- 

acter.” Nothing of this sort did he 
say. He announced to His followers, 

“Lo, I am with you alway,” and we 

dishoncr His word by not accepting 

His precise meaning. Observe that 

here is not a revelation to the believer 
ot a mere possibility, but an actual ex- 

perience. We ought not to hesitate ; 

hesitation is unbelief. 

This is not a hasty and anwarranted 

assumption ; neither is it a mere de- 

duction of the understanding. His 

word, ‘‘ Iam with you,” is so plain 

that the little child may understand it 

and not make a mistake. And this 

promise is so frequently repeated in 
Scripture statements that we marvel 

on account of our dullness of appreci- 

ation. 

“ *T am with thee.” He hath raid it, 

In His truth and tender grace; 

Sealed the promise, grandly spoken, 

With how many a mighty token 

Of Hie love and faithfulness,” 

If we think upon our daily experi- 
ences, we may easily see how all this 

is illustrated, even in our human rala- 

tions. We sit down at home near a 

chosen companion, and become ab- 
sorbed in the parusal of an attractive 

volume. We forget, for the time, the 

nearness of one whose presence is just 

as real as though we were engaged in 

actual interchange of thought. The 

inflaence of that presence 1s immediate, 

and, unconsciously to ourselves, enters 

the realm of personality, silently 

affecting us. How is this to be ex- 
plained? No one can tell. Yet the 

fact is admitted. 
Inadequate as this illustration may 

be, it still may serve our purpose. 

This life has its perplexities and re- 
sponsibilities., Material thiags press 

close upon us on every hand daily, 

demanding our undivided attention. 

Problems often confront ns that are 
difficult to solve. Conclusions must 

be reached in the home, in business 

affaire, that require sound judgment 

and concentrated thought. Is He 
with us during all these experiences ? 

We do not whisper His name ; we do 

not declare our formal allegiance to 

Him. Oar thoughts are engrossed 

with the tasks He gives us. 

Is He absent ! By no means. How 
blessed ara these very hours of secular 

or social duties, because His presence 

is assured us. Our faithfal, loving 

Friend abides with us in an unbroken 

companionship. Daring these hours 
we are liable to errors of judgment. 

But He will graciously counteract the:ze 

if we preserve this true fellowship 

with Himself. He does not withdraw 

His love. He is not alienated from us 

because of our feebleness or misman- 
agement. He is true, though all others 

about us are faithless. The one most 

comforting word is, ‘‘ Lo, 1 am with 
you alway. 

The Obstacle As Opportunity 

Some people always lose heart when 

they come to an obstacle. They turn 

squarely around and say : ** O, well, 

that puts an end to this scheme. It 
does seem a pity that I can’t take hold 

of anything without being balked !” 

The trouble is that most persons do 

not understand the true nature of an 

obstacle. They look upon it as some- 

thing final, immovable, insurmount. 
able. They seem to consider that it is 

something intended by a frowning 

Providence to put a stop to the par- 
ticalar thing which they are doing. 

Now, this is something Guite contrary 
to the true purpose and economy of 

obstacles. They are not intended to 
discourage, but to increaze, energy. 

Take a stream of water, for example. 
That stream understands the nature 

and purpose of an obstacle. It is 

something to pile up and amass and 

concentrate energy ; it is something to 

climb upon and dash over with ten 
times augumented force. Tne same 

thing is true of obstacles in the human 
pathway ; yet how many people are as 
wise as the stream to understand it ? 

Inetead of regarding the obstacle as 
a discouragement and a sign that we 

are working in the wrong direction, 

For nervous headache use 

we ought to look upon it as a providen- 

tial opportunity — an opportunity to 
test and to augment strength of pur. 

level of higher power ; an oppartunity 

to gather new resource and expand to 
wider channels of usefulness. 

How often has!he obstacle, attacked 

and surmounted, broadened a man's 

outlook upon what it is possible for 

him to do! How many great and 

good enterprises have widened and 

deepened in scope and p>wer by being 

for the time obstructed and delayed ? 

Wonderful is the revelative power of 

the obstacle — its power to open men’s 

eyes to the real possibilities of wha, 
they have undertaken ! Wonderful is 

the inspiring power of the obstacle — 
its power to expand vision and spur 
energy !| Most wonderful of all is the 
dynamic and strengthening power of 

the obstacle — its power to reinforce 
the strength which assails it, and aug- 

ment the resources which are gathered 
against it ! 

O, the foolishness of misinterpret- 

ing obstacle ! It is as if a bird should 

complain against the pressure of the 

air which buoys it up. We rise only 

by that which opposes ; we strengthen 

only by that which antagonizes. 

Opposition is the life of endeavor. 

The man who succeeds is the man who 
makes obstacles the steps of his ladder. 
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Views of Heaven. 

A leading divine says: ‘‘ When 1 

was a boy I thought of heaven as a 

great shining city, with vast walls and 
domes and spires, and with nobody in 

it except white angels, who were 

strangers to me. By and by my little 

brother died, and I thought of a great 

city with walls and domes and spires 

and a flock of cold, unknown angels, 

and one little fellow that I was ac- 

quainted with. He was the only one 

that I knew in that country. Then 
another brother died, and there were 

two that I knew. Taen my acquaint- 

ances began to die, and the number 

continually grew. But it was not until 

I had sent one of my little children 

back to God that I began to think that 

I had a little interest there myself. A 

second, a third, a fourth went, and by 

that time I had so many acquaintances 

in heaven that I did not see any more 
walls and domes and spires. I began 

to think of the residents of the Calestial 

City. And now so many of my ac. 
quaiotances have gone there that it 

sometimes seems to me that I know 
more in heaven than I do on earth.” 
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Time to Live. 

I say to my friend : ‘“Being a Chris- 
tian means to be a full man; aod he 
gays to me : ‘IT have not time to be a 
Christian. TI have not room. If my 
life were not so full! You don't know 
how hard I work from morning to 
night. What time is there for me to 

pose ; an opportunity to rise to the | 
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Q AYERS 
& Hair 

'&\ VIGOR 
Restores natura] 

color to the hair, 
and also prevents 
it falling out, Mrs, 
H. W. Fenwick, of 

7 Digby, N. 8., says: 
“A little more 

than two years ago 
y my hair 

P began 
“to turn 
gra 

bone and fal] 

ee x 2D» ter the 
5 use of 

one bottle of Ayer’s Hair Vigor my 
hair was restored to its original 
color and ceased falling out. An 
occasional application has since kept 
the_hair in good condition.” —Mrs, 
H. F. FEXWICK, Digby, N. 8. 

Growth 

of Hair. 
“Eight years ago, I had the vario. 

loid, and lost my hair, which previ. 
ously was quite abundant. I tried 
a variety of preparations, but with- 
out beneficial result, till I began to 
fear I should be permanently bald, 
About six months ago, my husband 
brought home a bottle of Ayers 
Hair Vigor, and I n at once to 
use it. In a short time, new hair 
began to appear, and there is now 
every prospect of as thick a growth 
of hair as before my illness.” — 
Mrs. A. WEBER, Polymnia St., New 
Orleans, La. 

AYER'S HAIR VIGOR 
PREPARED BY 

DR.J.C. AYER & CO., LOWELL, MASS., U.S. A. 

Ayer’s Pills cure Sick Headache. 

Tires Things Necessary 
In any preparation for the cure of disease 

viz :—Purity of Material ured—Adaption 
to relief of diseate— Value for the money 
invested. 

Wiley's Emulsion 
of Cod Liver Oil 

Answers all these requirement 

1st. Nething but the purest and fines 
Norway Cod Liver Oil used. 
2nd. Cod Liver Oil and Hypophosphites 

in a palatable and readily ested form 
has always been recognized as the bess 

be a Christian? What time is there, 
what room is there, for Christianity in 
auch a life as mine? But does it not 
come to seem to us so strange, so 
absurd, if it were not so melancholy, 
that man should say such a thing as 
that ? It is as if the engine had said it 
had no room for the steam. It is as if 
the tree had said it had no room for 
the sap. 1tls as if the ocean had said 
it had no room for the tide. It is as if 
the man had said he had no room for 
his soul. It is as if the life had said it 
had no time to live, when it is life. It 
is not something that is added to life ; 
it is life. A man is not living without 
it. And for a man to say that *‘I am 
so fall in life that I have no room f r 
life,” you immediatelys ze to what ab- 
sardity it reduces itself.— Phillips 
Brooks. 
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Dyspepsia aid Indigestion is occa- 
sioned by the want of action in the 
biliary ducts, loss of vitality in the 
stomach to secret the gastric juices, 
without which digestion cannot go on ; 
alto, being the principal cause of Head- 
ache. Parmelee’s Vegeutable Pills taken 
before going to bed, for a while, never 
fail to give relief and effect a cure. 
Mr. F. Ww. Ashdown, Ashdown, Ont, 
writes : ‘‘Parmelee’s Pills are taking 
the lead against ten other makes which 
I have in stock.” 

Valuable to Know. 

Consumption may be more easily 
prevented than cured. The irritating 
ad harassing cough will be greatly re- 
1 eved by the use of Hagyard's Pectoral 
Balsam that cures coughs, colds, bron- 
chitis and all pulmonary troubles. 

as 
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and Women only 
Are most competent to fully appreciate the 
purity, sweetness, and delicacy of CUTIOCURA 
Boar, and to discover new uses for it daily. 
Inthe form of washes, solutions, etc., for 

distressing inflammations, irritations, and 
weaknesses of the mucous membrane, it hag 
proved most grateful. 
CuTiCURA S0AP appeals to the refined and 

cultivated everywhere, as the most effective 

skin purifying and beautifyingsoap, as wellag 
purest and sweetest for toilet and bath. 

remedy for Coughs, Colds and disease of 
the Lunes, 

3rd. Wiley’s Emulsion is without any 
uestion the best value in the market. Full 
ose of Cod Liver Oil and Hypophosphites. 

Large-t bottle for the money, equal to many 
preparations of twice the cost 

Six Bottles $2.60. 

POCKET MONEY 
18 a luxury within your reach ! 
People in your town are constantly 
Sending for Rubber Stamps, 
You could get the orders and make 
The profit We want to tell you 
All about it 3 oy will be interested. 

ALTON & Co 
Sherbrook, P. Q. 

and Derby Le 
Agents Wanted in U, 8. and Canada, 

THE TEMPERANCE 
— AND~ 

GENERAL LIFE ASS 0. 
em rane 

Head Office, - « Toronto 

EL 

En 

Full Government Deposit. 

The only old line Canadian Com- 
nd giving speclal advantages to 
otal Abstainers. 

EZ" Policies issued on all popular 
plans. 

AGENTS WANTED 

E. RMACHUM, St. John N. B 

Mapager f.r marivtme Provinces 

Window Glass. 1 

Direct Importation ! 
500 boxes window glass, 6 cases muslin 

glass, 2 cases ground glass, 4 cases Fancy 
coloured glass. | 

| JAMES 8. NEILL 
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