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Whoever saw ‘“God bless
our home ” hung up in a ram shop ?
The ruom-shop is the greatest curse of
the home.

Some who are very regular
in attendance at prayer-meetings, and
who never fail to pray and sing and
speak, do little or nothing towards
supporting the Lord’s cauee with their
money. We would not have them
pray less, but there would be more
meaning to their prayers if they would
pay more. ‘‘These things ye ovght to
have done, and not to have left the
other undone.”

This week (on Thursday)
the Pan-American Congress of Re-
ligion and Eduecation will assemble in
Toronto. 1t will continue in session
a week. Reforms of all kinds will
be considered — municipal, industrial,
sanitary, philanthropic, educational,
and religious. Among thoze who are
announced to be present are men of

arious religious beliefs—Protestants,
Catholics and Jews. There is, also, to
be a meeting of returned missionaries.

What teaching they receive,
and what they would do if they had
the greater power which they seek to
get, were shown in the fourth July
riot in B;)ston, when & Protestant pro-
cession was attacked by Catholics be-
cause the Protestants sought to magni-
fy the importance of the public school.

A great meeting was held in Faneuil
Hall, last Wednesday, to give expres-
sion to the indignation felt by all
American citizens at the disgraceful
rioting on the fourth of July on the
occasion of the A. P. A. or *‘Little
red school house” parade. The hall
was packed with people. Some of the
speeches were of a fiery character, but
there was no sign of disorder. Some
of the speakers blamed the police and
carnival parade committee for the
affair, but the majority laid the blame
npon the Roman Catholic church for
the spirit of intolerance it inculcates in
its followers.

The following sentences
from a recent article by Dr. Parkhurst
show his terse, epigrammatic style :
“* Success is a child of Passion’;
‘‘ Every man that succeeds is a hobby-
rider’; ‘‘Brain cannot drive ; there is
no drive in it”; ‘ Men have got to be
loved into the kingdom of Heaven,
not thought into it”; ** An affection
costs more than an idea’; “‘There is
nothing that a man is more liable to
trip over than his own head;” “No-
body was a heretic when the tongues
of fire were in the air.”

The Roman Catholic Arch-
bishop of Manitoba is, it is stated,
about starting a huge lottery scheme
to raise money with which to carry on
Roman Catholic schools in that prov-
ince. If any stronger condemnation is
needed of the schools which the
Roman Catholic priests would foist
upon Manitoba and the rest of the
country, it is found in the fact that the
moral sanse of their chief advocates
and managers isof the kind which en-
ables them unblushingly to inaugurate
a gambling scheme to support the
schools. Schools which derive their
support from a lottery, and which are
the ideal of men who are willing to de-
bauch tleir fcllowers by fostering the
gambling spiric and habit, are neces-
sari vy dangarous, uot ouly to tue chil-

deai for «uvin thiey are intended, but

to the country at large. This country
cannot afford to be dictated to in the
- | matter of education. or in apythiog
else, by men of that stamp. And it
will not be, no matter what may please
the politicians, nor what plans they
may make.

A southern Methodist paper
condemning the social entertainments

employed to raise money for religious
purposes expresses its indignation in
somewhat sarcastic terms, thus : ‘‘Tce-
cream and sherbet are ‘holiness to the
Lord,” and that lady engaged in the
service of the sanctuary who never
suffered the agoay of bruised muscles
over these commodities is not yet
ready to wear the starry crown. There
ig virtue in penance done in freezing
sweet morsels for the milifons at home,
that we may have money to keep up
the sanctuary where God’s name is
recorded, and may be able to send the
good news of salyation to the millions
abroad. It is such a delightful way to
give our money ! It makes us feel as if
we had value received, and we don't
mind the loss of it so much !” How
much better to pay to the Lord what
we owe.

There is the following from
the London Christian Commonavealth,
a truth which all christians will do
well to ponder : :

‘* The saddest feature of the Church
of Christ to-day is not, as some sup-
pose, its internal divisions and difter-
ences, but the want of charity shown
by certain sections and individual
members of it towards those who do
not take precisely their view of the
Bible or of Christianity. What a pity
that some preachers ard teachers cao-
not recognize the obvious fact that
truth is many-sided, and that all peo-
ple cannot see alike, simply because of
differences iz their mental and spiritual
vision ; and exercise the largest possi-
ble charity in interpreting the motives
and estimating the work of their
fellow-laborers who differ from them.
But what is intolerable is that one
minister of the Gospel should claim
that his interpretation of Seripture or
view of God is wholly right and that

all who disagree with him are wholly
wrong.”’
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Remedial Legislation.

The report of Parliamentary pro-
ceedinge, in another part of this paper,
will tell our readers how things have
been going at O:tawa durlng the past
week. There was something very like
a deadlock. But, after several days
struggle, an arrangement seems to have
been made satisfactory to at least two
of the striking French ministers, who
have returned to their places. The
trouble is not, by any means, ended.
It is only postponed. The govern-
ment has promised to introduce
remedial legislation at a sessiom of
Parliament to be held in January next,
if Manitoba does pot, meantime. make
ratisfactory concessionstothe Catholics.

If the government believes that
remedial legislation is right, they might
as well have introduced it during the
present session, for there is very little
likelihood that Manitoba will make any
changes in its schools’ system which
will meet Roman Catholic demands.

It is difficult to see how postponing
dealing with the question improves
the situation, especially as the post-
ponement is coupled with a promise of
legislation.

This is not a matter affecting but
one of the political parties: both are in
an awkward position, so long as they
think to satisfy both Catholics and
Protestants. The Conservatives, being
in power, have to take the initiative;
but the Liberals, with a French leader
and large French and other Catholic
support, do not dare to take ground
against remedial legislation; and if they
were in power would lave to
duce such legislation,
church’s support,

intro-
or lose the

The question is simply cne of at-
tempted Catholic domination. Pro-
testants, irrespective of party, will find
it necessary to stard together against
the arrogant demands of the bishops.
The country is closely watchimg the
government, the opposition, and all
the members of Parliament, and re-
presentatives of Protestant consti-
tuencies who permit themselves, foramy
reason, to assist the Roman Catholic
church in its attempts to control legis-
lation may make up their minds to
take the penalty-—defeat, when next
the people go to the polls,

Dr. Weldon, of Albert Co., voiced
the feeling of this Province and of the
country at large, we think, when he
expressed regrst that the government
had promised remedial legislation and
declared his intention to vote against
it whenever introdaced, and by whom-
souver,
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PrrsoNar.—Rev, J. W. Clark ard
J. H. Erb went to Nova Seotia last
week for a brief vacation, they intend

Summer Revivals.

News of revivals at any time is good

news. There is, however, a little more
thanthe usual satisfactioninchronicling
revivals which occur in the Summer.
This is, perhaps, because revivals are
less frequent in the Summer than in
. Winter. The idea so long prevailed
that, in this country, the winter is the
better time for special religious work
that there was scarcely a thought that
it way worth while attempting to do
more duoring the other months of the
year than ‘“Keep up the regular
services,” and that was sometimes dene
at ‘“‘a poor, dying rate.” And the
winter months were sometimes spent
in recovering what had been lost dur-
ing the summer. But a truer view 1s
being held now—a view which is sure
to become more general. In some
respects there will always, in the winter
months, be some conditions more
favourable to special work—the great-
er leisure of many people, the longer
evenings, &c. ; but we believe the future
will witness a more steady and vigorous
prosecution of the work, and an in-
crease in the number and ex'ent cf
revivals during the summer months.
A few years ago, when Rev. Wm.
Downey was blessed to leadin a gracious
revival in Carleton County during the
warmest weeks of the year, and the
busiest, too, it was pointed out In these
columns that the Lord would have His
people learn that all seasons are His,
and that He is ready to reveal His
saving power whenever His people are
humble, prayerful and expectant. The
revivals going on now at Norton and
Keswick, and which we are happy to
record, are not only seasons of great
blessing to those counties, bat are
object lessons to other churches.
While they rejoice in the blessing God
is bestowing on the churches named,
let other churches be moved to faith
and zeal, that they too may receive
like quickening and saving power.

——ll - GP—————e

What Are They For ?

That District Meetings are intended
to serve a good purpose, goes without
saying. They are intended to foster
christian fellowship, to exercise care
over the churches, to cherish and de-
velop the spirit of mutunal helpfulness,
and generally, to strengthen and build
up the cause of Christ as represented
by the churches composing their mem-
bership. To what extent they do these
good things is sometimes a question.
Take, for instance, a district which
embraces, perhaps, twenty churches.
Its Annual Meeting convenes. Reports
are received from, eay, seventeen
churches. There are three churches
which, for some reason—weakness, in-
difference, neglect, or some other
reaton—fail to send reports or to be
represented by delegates. It is the
plain duty of the District Meeting to
lcok after the unreported churches, to
find out why they have failed to report,
to give them such counsel and encour-
agement, extend such help, as thgir
condition needs. ‘*We are members
cne of another.” When one member
is weak or in distress the others should
feel concerned for it.

Reports received from the majority
of the churches are read. All of them
contain some good news ; some of them
contain good news in an unusual
degree ; but all of them reveal some
things which are not as they should be.
Is the duty of the District Meeting
done when the reports have been read
and their contents summarized and
placed before the meeting ? 1f that is
all that is done, it would be nearly as
well, indeed, quite as well 8o far as any
good effect on the churches is concern-
ed, if there were no District Meeting.
But that is not enough. Stopping at
that point is to neglect the chief duty
of the meeting which ought, also, be
its great delighs,to look carefully into
the line of work of the churches, and
make such recommendations and adopt
such measures as may, by the blessing

of God help them grow in grace and in
efficient service.

If it should appear, from the reports,
that the contributiens. forall religious
purposes have averaged ouly about one
dollar per member, per year, or that
the home mission treasury
received from them an
equal to less than
member and the foreign miesion
treasury about four cemts per
member ; that three pastors, caring for
a dozen or more churches, have not re-
ceived more than nine hundred dollars;
that the majority of the churches have
no meeting for prayer between Sab-
batha ;that the attendance at monshly
conferences and prayer meetings does
not average more than twenty-five per
cent. of the members,—if these and
like facts appear in the reports, it must
be clear to every one who thinks about
it that a District Meeting to which such
reporis come does not do its whole duly
¥ it does not earnestly endeavour to

has
amount
two cents per

to visit Clark’'s Harbour and
places.

other

- It may be easier forsome to put these
things aside, because unpleasant, (we
cannot think that any can regard them
as indicating a desirable condition of
spiritval life,) than to deal with them
and seek to apply the remedy ; but it is
neither brave nor wise to do so. It is
certainly not what our Lord would have
us do, who has appointed us to be
helpers of each other, and to build up
His Kingdom.

If District Meetings are for anything
they are to look after their members—
the churches within their limits. The
ministers and delegates do not come
together once a year just to have an
outing, see each other, hear reports,
and then hurry home, perhaps before
the meeting is half through, with the
feeling that they have been engaged in
important religious service. If they
do not meet to lock carefully inte the
condition of the spiritual life and chris-
tian activity of the churches, and to do
their utmost to strengthen the weak
places and help to improvement in all
places, they do not appreciate the pur-
pose of their meeting.

We are glad to know that there are
District Meetings which do the things
for which they exist with a good degree
of faithfulness, and with much prayer
that their endeavours to strengthen
the cause of Christ may be blessed.
Doubtless all District Meetings do so
to some extent, but that there is need
of improvement in this respect muest be
clear to those who give close atten-
tion to the way things are done—or not
done—in some meetings.

To do nothing, where much cught to
be done, is very little different from
doing wrong instead of right things.
To refuse to see that something needs
to be done is to be like the Laodiceans
who fancied themselves rich and in-
creased with goods and needing nothing
when they were really in a wretched
condition. The voice of the Spirit
should be heard, and His counsels
heeded : ‘1 counsel thee to buy of me
gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest
be rich ; and white raiment, that thou
mayest be clothed, and that the shame
of thy nakedness do not appear ; and
anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, shat
thou mayest see. As many as I love,
I rebuke and chasten : be zealous
therefore, and repent.”

———ell - G

Ministers’ Children.

[ remember hearing, when 1 was a
boy, a bit of rather coarse doggrel,
which told us that *‘The deacon’s
daughter and the minister’s son were
the biggest devils that ever run ;’ and,
like a great many others, I believed it,
as I did many another lie, simply be-
cause it was set to music.

Deacon’s daughters can take care of
themselves, without any help from me,
But if that were not *‘ another story,”
as Rudyard Kipling would say, I
might tell of some deacons’ daughters
[ have known, who looked after the
poor and neglected and over-sensitive
members of the church as carefully as
did the deacom, or the minister, and
were, cersainly, more helpful in every
way than any ‘“devils” I have ever
met. And, if that were not ‘*another
story,” I might tell you how deacon’s
daughters are to the front in every
good work, and that they are the sun-
shine and inspiration of the parsonage,
when some ‘‘little minister " isfortu-
nate enough to woo and win one of
them. But let the poet sing the praise
of the daughters who are the ** biggest
devils that ever run ;” T will tell what
I know about ministers’ children.

A superannuated clergyman, who
had smarted under the injustice of the
doggrel I have quoted, and with the
taste and love of work of the born
statistician, made up his mind that he
would run that calamny to the earth.
He sent his questions far and wide,
and after he had collected the facts as-
certained, he published them, and this
is the result : Ninty-five and a half
per cent. of ministers’ children have
not only been respectable, but they
have won distinction, in commerce, in
scienee, in art, and in literature ; two
or three have sat in the presidential
chair, twenty per cent. are presidents
or professors in Colleges ; thirty per
cent. of them are the leading ministers
of thetr respective denominations ;
and the remainder are either legislat-
ing for their respective eounties, or are
the leading lawyers, phesicians, mer-
chants and farmers of the land, while
one and a half per cent. (only), have
been classed among the disreputable or
criminal classes. A rather clean, white
record, for the ‘' biggest devils that
ever run,”

“Nobedy knows the troubles I have,”
the minister's boy can sing as truth-
fully as any plantation darkey in the
old slavery days.

I think his first real trouble begins
with his first pair of pants. Poor
little fellow ! is it nct pitiful, with a
‘“ whole city full” of pants, that his
first pants should be his father's old
ones? And he has been teased about

improve the condition of the churches-
a very sad condition,

and pockets, and strings and things
dear to a boy's heart. And what a
picture he is, as, with shining eyes and
face, and bands in pockets, he goes
down street to school, only to be
greetad with a shout and ** here comes
the little minister with his father’s
pauts on.” Ohmy ! he was in heaven
a little ago ; now where ishe? And
then, half the glory of the pants hae
departed, as he wonders how the boys
knew hisfather’s pants ; as if the boys
did not know every seam and wrinkle
of them, and how they bag at the
knees ; haven't they seen him preach
in them, and pray in them, and visit
in them, until they know them better
than they know the multiplication
table. His mother (as only a minis
ter's wife can) has turned and shorten-
ed, and dyed those pants, until he
thought nobody would know them.
Poor pants, they were dead long be-
fore his mother dyed them, and how
could they stand a live boy through
one school day. In the evening the
bonny boy comes back as from a battle-
field, tattered and torn ; and then the
mother wishes she could get for her
b y's pants a piece of the cloth likethat
of the children of Israel that *‘ waxed
not old in all their journeyings."

I think the boy’s next trouble be-
gins at Sabbath School, when the
teacher, after asking the class conun-
drums, and the rest have given them
up, turns to our little boy with the
question, and *‘surely you can answer
this question, Johnny, for you are a
minister’s son.”

And so on through the journey of
life, he hears the same legend, ** And
you a minister’s son,” until there are
times when he wishes his father had
been a pirate, or anything but a minis-
ter. Does he play marbles or ball?
There are old ladies who ‘‘don’t wonder
there are not any revivals now-a-days,

and our minister's son playing and
gambling like a heathen.” Does he
fight, as boys sometimes will, and send
his antagonist home with a bleeding
nose ! Then ‘‘our minister's son is
the woret boy in echool "—and so on.

And ministers’ girls do not, any
more than the boys, travel the royal
rcad through life. Mrs. Brown’s little
girl has outgrown her sacque, or dress,

or boots, and Mrs. Brown, with the
kindest intentions in the world, sends
it over, with her compliments, to the
minister's little girl. Now, I hope
Mrs. Brown and Mrs. Jones and Mrs.

Smith will continue their kindly acts ;

I don’t know what the parsonage
would do without their benefactions ;
but none the less the minister’s little
girl takes up a heavier cross than many

a woman would care to carry, when

she goes to school and charch in the

outgrown or discarded dress of Mrs.

Brown’s little girl. It may all be very

eilly and foolish of her to be so sensi-

tive, but when she hears a whisper or
laugh behind her, she can’t help think-

ing they are saying, ‘*1 have Susie

Brown’s dress on.”

And then there are trials that the

ministers’ daughters do not outgrow,

but on the contrary grow into. The
social poeition of the ministers’ girls is

unique, to say the least. Their father

has more brains and culture, if he has

a fairly good position, than most of his

parishioners, and has less money ; and

money, with ignorant parvenue, counts

for more than brains or culture.

I don’t know why seunsible people
should care for the oplnion of people
who have more money than brains or
morals, but I am afraid they some-
times do. Carlyle, good as he was,
smarted under the sneer of Sandy Mec-
Pherson, seen though Sandy had less
than the average brain. The minis-
ters’ girls must condeecend to girls of
‘‘low estate,” and walk with them,
and visit them, and make much of
them, or “ I won't go to your father's
charch, so there !”

And Mr. Mushroom’s daughters
won’t associabe with the ministers’
daughters if they are going with that,
‘‘set,” 8o there. And, se the minis-
ters’ daughters, if they are semsible,
(and they most always are) do what
they believe to be right, and treat all
classes justly, and win the approval
and friendship of the i+*-"igent and
goud.

There are none who love and revere
the minister like the minister's
children. They have tried him in the
““‘wet fleece and in the dry ;” they
have been *‘ behind the scenes ;" they
have seen enough of his faults to know
that he is human, and. hey have seen
enough of his virtues te know that he
“‘walks with God.” They have seen
his cheek flush, and rale at some in-
justice done him, and he has answered
net a word. They kunow the self-
denial, the trip given up, the vacation
shortened, that they might have musie,
or a dress, or books. They know, as
no one else knows, how 'ittlo he thinks
of himself when there 's trouble that
he can alleviate, T. 'y know that
christianity is not a nsine w th him,
but a reality, and that fact hoids them

his girlish curls and skirts, until he
loathes them, and draams about pants,

and keeps them safe from the attacks

There are no guests so welcome s
the parsorage as the ministers, The
children know their father loves them
and tkey love those he loves.|

I was told the story, the other day,
of a minister’s son working in a factory,
At the ncon hour some of the mep
were chaffing him, and sneering ag
churches and ministers. The boy wae
only a etripling, but his eyes flashed,
and his slight form straightened, as he
said, ‘‘ You need not laugh, but my
father would go further and suffer
more to help some poor creature than
all of you put together ;" and the men
abashed and ashamed, cowered be.
neath the well-merited rebuke.

Yes, ministers’ children know when
tiiey hear their father talk about bear.
ing each other's burdens, that their
father ‘‘practices what he preaches.”
The widow and fatherless could tell of
timely help given when it meant the
minister’s last dollar,

Now do you understand why minis.
ters’ children and deacons’ daughters
turn out so well? It is because they

see religion ; and infidels cannot harm
them.

THADDEUS.
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The Fifth District Meeting.

The Fifth District embraces all the
churches in Queens Co., exceépt that
at Upjer Gagetown, and two or three
churches in Kings Co, The annual
meeting of the District was held at
Hibernia Q. Co. July 5-7.

At 10 a. m. Friday a conference
meeting was beld. The meeting was
led by the pastor, Rev. G. W. Foster.
There was a very good attendarce, and
it was a meeting of considerable in-
terest....... At 2 p. m. the reporting
meeting ovened. Rev. C. B. Lewis,
chairman of the District, presiding,
Prayer was offered by Rev. J. Perry.
...... The ministers present were
Revs. J. Perry, S. G. McKenzie, Jos:
McLeod, T. W. Carpenter, J. H. Erb,
O. N. Mott,G. W. Foster, C. B. Lewis,
and 8. J. Perpy....... The clerk of
the District, the late Albert Palmer,
having died during the year, bro. J.
W. Perry was appointed clerk pro tem.
The meeting was then constituted by
rell-call....... The reports of the
churches were read, and a committee
appointed to summarize their contents.
veeserensOne new chureh, that organized
recently at Bethany, Gagetown, applied
for admission to the Wistrict, and was
received., . ..., The visiting ministers,
Messrs. McLoed, Krb and Wetmore
(Baptiat), were invited to seats in the
meeting....... A representative from
the Otnabog church (eoloured) made a
statemsent about the condition and
needs of the charch, and a committee
was appointed to eonfer with him and
the pastor.... ..Om motion the meet-
ing proceeded to elect, by ballot, a
clerk. The ballet yesulted in the elec-
tion of bro. Isaac W. Carpenter.......
Revs. J. H. Erband J. Perry spoke
of the INTELLIGENCER, commending it
to all Free Baptists. Buth eaid very
kind things abeut the paper, and ex-
pressed wonder how any of our people
get along witheut it as a regular visivor
to their homes....... The committee
on public services presented a report.
Adjourned.

There was public wosship at 7.30 p.
m. Rev. J. Perry preached an earnest
and practical sermeon; afser which there
was a number of testimonies. The
congregation at the meeting was large.
~ Business was resumed oo Saturday
at 8 a. m. Prayer by Rev. J. H.
Erb. The eleetion for chairman re-
sulted in the choice ef bro. John A.
Jones, wich Rev. &. W. Foster as
assistant chairman....... The chuarch
at Shannoun having invited the District
meeting to hold its next annual session
there, the invitation was accepted.
...... Bro. D. Pattersen, for the com-
mittee on church reperts, presented
the followiug:

Your committee on church reports
beg leave to present the following,—
1. Sixteen churehes have reported
by letter, and ome new ehurch has ap-
plied for and been received into mem.
bership in the District, making 17 in
all reported.  Three—Holderville,
Kingston and Westfield—have failed
to report.

2. Thirteen churches have had pas-
toral care during the year; two have
had some miunisterial labour; two have
had no pastoral care.

3. There are three stationed pastors
in the District, each being engsged full
time— Revs. J. Perry, G. W, Foster,
and O. N. Mott.

4, The present membership of the
District is 924 —resident 743, non-resi-
dent 181, The additions during the
year were—by letter 14, by baptism
78; the decrease was, by death 16, by
withdrawal,10;leaving a net gain of G6.
There have been none expelled or
suspended.

b. Sixteen ehurches report confer-
ence meetings regularly; six have mid-
week prayer meetings; 25 per cent of
the resident members attend coafer-
ence; 10 per cent. of the resident mem-
bers attend mid-eck prayer meetings,

of infidelity.

but 25 per cent. ¢’ ths membership of
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