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“"Offerings for Christmas.

We come not with a costiystore
O Lord ! like them of «)d,
The masters of the starr: lore,
From Ophir’s shore ofgiid ;
No weepings of the incerse tree
Are with the gitts we } ring :
No cdorous myrrh of Araby
Blends with our offeriy (.

But faith and love may'tr i thear best.

A epirit keenly tiied
By fierce afflictions fiery test,
And seven times purified :
“The fragrant graces of the mind,
The virtues that delight
To give their perfume out, will find
Acceptance in Thy sight
——————
The Birth of Christ,
ASERMON PREACHED INTHE CTTY TEMPLE
LONDON, BY REV. JOSEPIL PARKER,
D, D,

““Now the tirth of Jesus Ckrist was on
this wise ; when s his motkereMary was
espoured to Joseph, befrre :they ~came to

ether, the was fourd wiir. whild of the

oly Ghost. 1hen Joseph _her husband,
being a just mar, and not wi'liog to make
her a-public example, was ruivaed to put
her away privily.”—Matt. i1., 18

I pause at this pomnt to say=that men
very eoften interpret their. - circum-
stanees. Joseph does not-stand alone
8o far as the principle of ‘this. text is
concerned. Men do nct “know any-
thing as it really is. They ..see but
parts-and shadows of things—no reali-
ties, and essences divinities,
There is no man who can interpret his
life altogether. Taking it on-ite sur-
face, taking it in its angles, taking it
in its depth, there is a point at- which
he pauses and confesses that-he can
make little or nothing of it. Think of
Joseph, the man of the text. {He is
standing aside afflicted with a_.great
trouble. A most unexpected and tor-
menting affliction befallen
man ; the main hope of his life ‘has
been overshadowed, and kis chief pur-
poses have been broken off and dashed
to the ground, and he s reasgning
with himself, ‘ How can this be over-
come ! 1 wish to be just and yet so
be gentle. T would de as I wonld he
done by ; what ic the way out of this
difficulty ?” And he stands at that
point, reasoming so with himself, and
multiplying the shadows that gather
around his Iife. Isay he does not stand

alone so far as the principle of the con-
troversy which is vexing his soul is
concerned. And the angel of the Lord
says to him : “You are wrong from
beginning to end.
shedow, not the light.
a little piece

and

has the

You only see the
You see bur
here and there, you can-
not put Lhings together and make God’s
sense of them
thing.

Thou art fearing some
Thou art geing to adop- a
method of escape. Thou art endeav.

oring to find the easiest and best way

out of this difficulty. Man! 1t is God
that makes this difficulty. It is
God that is treading his way ?lli‘v&i;’}‘
this crooked path. It is the light that
has inclosed itself in this grear

shadow.”
And 1n the solution he is not alone.

gerous ']H!l-_’. Yln‘lt‘fﬂl‘t‘_ to \‘:\\'. If not !
as he was not alone in the diticulty. 11,y infinitely true thing, that any little
say 1t without hesitation, with l"‘\'; ohild should be a Saviour. Reserve |

with a conviction of its literal truthful-

bratherhood. and speaks tome, though
with sublime and inimitable sccent, the
same language which I myself speak.
Here, then, is-a great mystery wrought
by t‘he Holy Ghost - given to us by the
hanfts of oursister— God; God with us.

Great is the:mystery of sin

parents, say concerning your little boy,
“Thss little boy was borm to—,” and
then his destiny ? Your
boyise a puzale to you--am mystery to

indicate

Even in
your :most sanguine hours,.swhen you
see ‘a ‘weauty i the child that other
eyes cannot detect, evenithen you can
omlysay : ‘‘I' hope th s boy will turn
ourt s:;mething good.” * Yeu canaot say
more. ““T hope ke will become a clever
man, a-wise man, s good man”’ There
you end. Beyond that you cannot go.
Even your affection hesitates e go be-
yomd that. But here 1s a Child with
hisdestinyy emblazened on his farehead.
As &/Child, he comes with this declar-
atiom, **To save fram sins.”

you -an unsolved problem.

You say
about:a.¢hald, he 's°'horn to the throne
of his country; he.is-the heir apparent;
or the ‘heir presumptive. ~“You say
about the:rich man’s .child, he is born
to a great fertune: but there is a “‘per-
haps” in -all those oases. There is a
parenthesis:in all these statements, and
in all swch ;parenthesis lies the possi-
bality of failure and ruin. * But heve is

was conceived-in her was of the Holy [ thowsand  wittbers. - Men' wny, ““The
Ghost, I am: puc off to a great-distance.
I camnot approach that side oftthe case_ f word is there :
But when 1%find that “Mary was the ]lfhismry, and 13 working, amd will work.
sister of us#all - an ordinary woman, !i It may be in ‘ten thousand :years the
and chat shewas Jesus Christ’s mother, § word comes'aup, and the wmen of the
the Saviour esmes near to me, touches o, day say towme another: “*#All this is

waord lias been forgottem. ”

me with 'the hands of a4 common g'dune that iteamight be #ulfilad which
{“ltutﬁ spoken by the prophet.” Because
,'true words spoken by <hild,.er woman,
woraman, orsengel, are.allitending to-
Sov-
| ereaguty,  anl we do met know what
There arestilk many un-
Great is the mystery of gocliness. 4" fultilled prédictions, but .if true they
will shape ‘themselves ato form, and
Can you, even the most segacious of | 'will yet rulethe warld. «./Geeat events
require preparation.  Geod puts a word
intoa man’s heart telday, and that
word: sings«t him, speaks @emfortably

ward  incarmation,

fulfi lment,

{shell be yet.

f

tofsim, " he' #dlls again and-again upon
that wotd."When thingsaregpparently
agamst him 'he says : ““¥es, but did
not*God say-se and =o !” anéthat word
16 ‘to himn as a might ngale invthe dark-
me=s of hiswnight-life. O mever did
birll sind sa.sweetly, so Ausociously, so
tunefully, so hopefully ! “And God is
always carrying his word . forward to
incarnation, and many s Bethlehem he
has on the long road of the future.
Wanderful is-the connection between
the propheocies and: the faets—** This
was dione that it might . be fulfilled
which was .spoken by - the, prophet. ”
God will never:let any true inam fail of
seeing the reward of his speech, his
actions, his .suflerings. The prophet,
ihnugh in ‘heaven, knew that this was
a fulfillment of -his word. “The pro-
phets are only behind the sereen ; they
are just om the thither side of the veil,
and to-day they ave seeing the results
of their prephecies, and are being made

But the
It is a factorin human

suill the amticipation of & Jong number
of years im prison. At the close of the
service tho man was brought inte a
room in which ‘were this gentleman
and the <haplain and the evangdlist.
As soon as'he saw lhis benefactor he
was 8o overcome with joy and gratitude
that he 'fall on his knees, and with the
tears raining down 'his face, he élagped
his friend’s handsin &is and smether-
ed them with kisses. Tt was a .most
thrilling sight, and <haplain, evange-
list and ffriend weptim sympathy with
the poorfellow whose emotion was be-
yand control.
Jesus (Christ-said-thet he was anoimt-
ed to preach deliveranoe to the captives
and the opening of the prison to them
thet we.o'bound. In.sad and striking
comtrast to the conduct just deszribed
is that of omany who pwefer to remain
in bondage, ded captive by the devil at
his will rather than accept deliverance,
salvation and freedom through faith
in Christ. —CHeserver.

el s P

Pure Religion and Undefiled.

The Yaw of lowe is the laav of every
Christiam man’s life, and that law must
furnish the regulative principle of his
business, says Washington Gladden.
What does this mean ? It means that
in every business transaction, in. every
exchange of commodities or services,
the honest purpose of each shall be to
get no more than is just and fair, and
to give as much as he can. The Christ-
ian principle of business is not merely
honesty—absence of fraud and deceit,
the refusal to do illegal acts or to take
unfair advantages ; it is also henevo-
lence or good will—a disposition to

for anything before, but so many
neighbors wanted churns that I ordered 30
and they are all fone. I think

every farmer wil

in fact they can’s afford t~ be without one
as the¥ make 850 much more butter and a
Rgood lit

eve
writing to F. J. Case

lars about the churn,

. ‘ComrORT 1N UNANSWERED PRAYER, —
‘God is too good to answer all our pray-

ers. If he were to give us everything

of the things for which we ought to be
most grateful is, that God will not give
us what he knows is not best for us,
even if we ask for it over and over
again. And one prayer that we can al-
ways pray inall sincerity and faith is,
‘that God will refuse to give us whay
1s not good, when we do ask for it,—
S. 8. Times.
—————
Blood is Life.

It is the medium which carries to
every nerve, muscle, organ and fibre
its nourishment and strength. If the
blood is pure, rich and hea'thy you
will be well ; if impure, disease will
soon overtake wou. Hood’s Sarsap-
arilla has power to keep you in health
by making your hleod rich and pure.

—_—————

Hoov’s Priis are easy to-take,

easy
to operate. Cure indigestion, bilious-
mess. 20c.
D S S —

If there be no enemy, no fight; if no

fight, no victory; if ne victory, no
erewn. — Savonarola,
R L T S —

That Wonderful Churn !
I want to add my testimouy to the list of
those that have used the Lightning Churn,
It does all that is claimed for it ; you can
churn easily in one minute and get a large
percentage more butter than with the
common churns. [ never took the agency

of my

in & year
have a Lightning Churn,

tle bit of money can be made in
townehip sellirg these churns, By

& Co., St. Louis,
0., you can get circulars and full particu-

we ask for, we should be ruined. One

Conttroversisliets have not quite

upon a strictly Christian basis.
must
Christian spirit, and solve
Christian ends,
them at all.

The angel says :

Here is the Child unborn.
“"This Child shall be
a son.” There is & difficulty. Think
of that! The Child is unbeen, yet
here is am open deelaration that the
coming Chi'd shall be a son. And
whilst the Child is unb.rn, and whilst
he 18 but a Child, there, at that incep-
tive point,
Saviour. A bold speculation!
Child in the motl
be a Saviour ! Why, we have known
hildren of godly parents, children of
many prayers, turn out to be profane,
ligentious, devilish, c.nfoundine all
speculations

zv;:u!‘dill'_" ;:lnl

;;y-’m‘nlv results of '_w)lr:tlw_«‘.' and train

ancesiry

ing, as if they had reversed all naturaj
processes, and given the lie to all rules

—inversions of nature | It was y dan-

Jesus Chyist<he Child, not developing
into a Savieur, not.after many years
turning owt intosomething like a great
redeeming life, but a Child come for
this express purpose, and but for this
purpose never would have come at all.
gat | come, and we shall see its realization,
over the birth .of Christ. yet ; there are |
many knotty difficulties lying  here
whick they camuot disentangle, except
They
approach these difficulties in a | taother have often pinched themselves,
them to
or they caunot solve

he is declared to be a| And they do nor see it. They are cut

The | down, they are borne away into the
]

1er’'s arms declared to | great darkness ; and their son comes

glad in the Lord’s. presence.
of us it is given to-speak a- word .only,
that exhausts our.mission.

trne word its fulfillment -shall .surely

only from another standpoint. Let us
take these things inte accoumt, to
cheer us in many bewilderments. and
verplexities of life. "The father and

that they might give their c¢hild a }ittle
more schooling and a little better op-
portunity in life, and have borne their
sufferings and their self-denial quietly
and cven gladly. They some imes
said : ** We should like to see our boy
lifting up his head among yonder band
of learned, illustrious, noble men. Tt
will be a proud day for us when we see
our son taking his seat among them. ’

| to eminence, and honor, and exaltation.
| Their prayers and their services are
| realized in him, and he himself says
| sometimes : 1 wish the old man could
:]H\‘v seen me now, ‘t would have re-
' kind word and

| wish my mother could

puj'l ]‘.im ful
{ helpful deed,

nany a

have seen me,

} *_’1(‘1 ;

She would have been
How hereyes would gleam with
a holy and divine fire ! ” Who can tell
what they see? There is nothing be-
tween us and the invisible but a veil.

Who can say tha: it is not to them
who are on yonder side transparent ?
Who can say that we are no: victimized
by the dullness of our physical vision ?

That they see when we little imagine

{ X}H"\ are l“\'l\i“; 4

youi ill"‘liilt'('l\‘\ until after the event,
ness, that we have all, if we have truly | if vou would be wise! When the man
understood life and made the best O | ig gone, then tell us what he was ; but
.- » 1 - °*a 1 »
it, l'(’('t‘l\\“l ot or our em! rrassments, if v be not prophets of Y]lu‘ lu]ql |
. y ke L ’ . - By
and difficulties, and disappo'ntments. speaking from the very centre of the
) e ¢ 'S that ¢ ) = ] T : . :
the purest and serenest joys that h *Ye | universe, do not foretell anything be-
gladdened and ruled our souls. [ al- cause Time is swiftly coming aftey you, |
ways make a distinction vnong trou- and he will write mistake. lie false- |
. L | -4 A v 4 L ] .8 tH b J L < ]
‘ 291 i e ; ; !
})](-,\, [ do not '_'mfn! &'l men's aftlict- 1‘.--~li. upon all wq rds that were not |
i()“\ !«.Lv‘k-[ln'!' INLo OnNe ss and Say | Si“:,_,‘” ha INSP ration of ‘}“. -,\'I!ill( Ot
“‘ There ! they are all for the bes .’ Tyurh.
g : & LA s .
Nothing of the kind. You must dis- This Child, then, was b rn with a
criminate, separate, classify ; you must special miss on to sins. He came Into
4 : . 1 B
go into detail, you must say, how did the world irapple with sin We
this come and how did that come? You preach that all men are born in sin—
must interrogate your troubles up to a that all men are oy nature the children

given point. And only in proportion
as they answer satisfactorily are you to
deal with them as the seeds and germs
and prophecies of God.

If troubles come upon a mau as he is
going along the path of duty, righteous-
ness and divine conviction, if trouble
come unexpectedly ugon him withou;
his being conscious'y the cause or oc-
casion of them in any culpable degree,
then these are the shadows out of which
God will speak to him ; these are
the fires ouv of which man will hear
the voice of benediction ; these are the
troubles that shall be turned into joy.
So I pause again to discriminate dis-
tinctly between the man who is always
pulling the house of his life about his
own ears, who is never at rest except
when he is pulling something to pieces
and doing mischief, and the man who,
having God’s law in him, is striving to
live according to its rhythm, and to ex-
emplify its virtue. The one man shal
have trouble upon trouble, but his ac-
cumulating troubles shall - hecome
sources and fountains of joy.

The marriage of Mary I regard as a
very important circumstance in Chrise
tian theology. Jesus Christ was bone
of our bone, flesh of our flesh. He
was born as we are born. Begotten
by the Holy Ghost, born of the \'irgin
Mary. This brings Jesus Christ near

another. God says, “To-day T will

ain. '

the proud throne is still there, and the
great mountain

of wrath. even & Ut}lt.‘)\. and we do

not preach that as a YIJ"c»ln:i"}d tenet

which we have learned from somehbody,
heart-dogma that has heen

wrought into our very nature by a bit-

but as

ter and t rmenting consciousness. But
this Child was born to grapple with sin
from his infancy ; he was born to bear
a di<tinct relation to sin : every word
he spake, every deed he did, was to
relate to sin. A great destiny, and a
very trying thing to say in the begin-
ning, because if in all these pages we
can lay so much as our finger-tip upon
one instance in which he has swerved
from his destiny, then we can fight a
winning battle against him !

. Nu\\'. all this was done that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken of
the Lord by the prophet.” God lays
his hand upon the past of humsn his-
tory, and upon the future; it is one
story. God does not come into human
history at this point or at that : he
never been out of it,

has
The announce-

ments of the

ene age are wen of
work a wonder in your eyes ; ye shell
see marvelous things ; T will beat down
the proud throne and the great mount-
" He says that, and then leaves

us there, A thousand years go by ;

rears its shoulders

tous, When Iamtold that that which

through a thousand summers and

I rather incline to
the higher side of that s peculation, a:cd
delight to believe that all the saints
and the angels of God who have ever
taken part in human histe ry are taking
some part n it (\l~(lily.

Jesus Christ, then. has come into
the world. You will be supertficial in-
terpreters if you imagine that Christ’s
birth was anything less than his death
We err, not knowing the Scriptures,
when we separate Christ’s life into
little  portions, and say in any sense
that destroys their unity, This was kis
birth, and that was his death. The
moment he came into the world he died:
when he became a Child, he became a
man of sorrows and acquainted with
grief. The hirth was the death, the
death was the birth ; the whole incar-
When he
breathed our tainted air he began to

die for the sins of the world.

nation was the atonment.

No our
chron logy is right enough ; are our
hearts right ? The Son of Man came
to seek and to save that which was
lost. Has he found us such ? He has
found many ; but I want that poorest,
most wretched wanderer of all to be
found also !

R e —
Overwhelmed by Pardon.
Mr. Clement Palser, the London

evangelist, recently held a special ser-
vice for the prisoners in the states
prison at Sing Sing, N. Y. A pathetic
incident occurred at the close of the
meeting. A gentleman had arrived at
the jail that morning from a distance,
having been instrumental in obtaining
& reprieve for one of the convicts who
was under a life sentence in the prison,
This man had already served twenty
years, but as he was only forty years

To some

We desire
to see the day of :ite fulfi lment, but
cannot do so ; but in as far asitisa

make the transaction as profitable as
possible, or as it can be prudently
made to the other party. The Christ-
ian law of business is that all trans-
actions should be mutually beneficial.
The pagan theory says, ** Get all you
can for yourself in every transaction,
and give no more than you must.
The Christian theory says, ‘‘ Take heed
that you get no more from your neigh-
bor in any transaction than he can
safely give you, and give him as much
in return as you safely can.” The one

principle concentrates the thought

upon se f-intere t, the other identifies
i self with the neighbor ; the one looks

fixedly inward, the other looks out

and lends a hand.—Morningside Mes-
senger.

A N N D
Hungering to be Good. J
** Blessed are they that Lunger and
thirst.” Think of the picture that that
suggests—the ravenous desire of a
starving man, the almost fierce long
'ng of a parched throat. Isthata pic-
ture of the intensity, of the depth, of
our desires to be good ? Do we pro-

fessing Christian men and women long

be .clothed in righteousness, with an
honesty and an earnestness and a con-
tinuity of longing which would make
such werds as these anything else, if
applied to us, than the bitterest irony?
0, one looks out the
church and one looks into one's own f
heart and contrasts the tepid, the lazy»

over Christian | !

the oceasional, and, I am afraid, the

unly lmlf»mwn- \’»'i.\llcs Lo Iw lu,‘ltcl‘

with lll(.‘ Hllllai\(ilzxill)l(‘ eariiestness Elll(] can rhl"k “f, Nt Jou “'ln h“d thﬂ.t Ro
way brings you to 1t except the way of
famous, of Jesus.—Matthew Arnold,

reality «f our longings to be rich. or

wise, Oor prosperous, or ol

ll-‘tlnpy in our domestic 11*1&“!)11.\‘}1”}5.- :
Alexander Maclaren.

B U S —

Needful Shadows.

t
A queen, sitting for her portrait,
commanded that it should be painted
without shades.

Cc

“Without shadows!’ | I
exclaimed the astonished artist, ‘I am
afraid your majesty is not acquainted
with the laws of light. There can be
no good portrait without shading.” No
more can there can be developed Chris-
tian character without sorrow, and to
the pure in heart the vision brightens
through all the clouds, so that with
fondest aspirations smitten, the dearest
plans blighted, alone and comfortless,
the soul is still able to say, like Mrs. {
Sigourney, the poetess, when bereft of
her only son, *‘ God’s time and will are
beautiful, and through blinding tears | 8
I would fain give him praise.” —Rev. i
Hugh 8. Johnston, D D.
B —
The Shaping of Life.

— . —

All the difference there is between
what looks like a worthless stone and
& gem is in the cutting and grinding,
All the difference between bullion
and coin stamped with the king's face
is in' the smelting and the minting.
All the difference between a wilder-
ness and a garden is wrought by weed-
ing and pruning,

All the 4 fference between a block of | P
marble and a statue is produced by
the mallet and the chisel,

God has for us up yonder, by and
by, I know not what noble ministries
and what exalted places of beauty and
of power. Since he knows what niche
we are to fill, trust him to shape us to

a

of age, and strong and well, he haq

.opment of positive loyalty to God and
goodness. — Jeremy Taylor,

farm was coming due. I saw in the Christ-
ian Advocate whers Misx
Station A. St. Louis. Mo., would send a

sample ¢ n:bination dipper for 18 two cent
stampe, and I ordered one,
per could be used as a fruit jar filler ; a
L TR plain dipper ; a fine strainer ; a funnel; a
to be delivered from our evils and to strainer funnel ; a sick room warmyy

and a pint measnre;

uses makes the dipper such a necessar
article that T went
sells at vory near
four months

think I can clear as much as $200 a month.
If you need work\f_ou can do well by giv.
Mi

A, St. Louis, Mo., wi'l send ycu a sample

and price is within
one for my own use—and it was so handy
and convenient I went to taking orders for

35 clear,
ways clean and ready. Franeis Casey, St.

cent stamps, writa for one. 1
from

heathenism sought and .Judaism hoped
for. — Luthardt.

Dr. Thomas’ Eclectric Oil has nothing
in common with the impure, deterior-

caciofs—relieving pain and lameness,
stiffoess of the joints and muscles, and

mmtoonpotonttomu

80A», and to discover new uses for it daily.

distressing inflammations,
weaknesses of the mucous membrane, it hag
proved most grateful.

sultivated everywhere, as the most effective
skin purifying and beautifyingsoap, as wellag
purest and sweetest for toilet and bath.

A READER.
o o R —

Character gives splendor to youth,
and awe to wrinkled skin and gray
hairs. —Emerson.

e e a s —

A Dandy Windmill, make it
Yourself,
I have a neighbor that made one of the
People’'s Windmills, and have been
watching it closely : it is the best mill T
ave ever seen and anyone can make one
for less than $10. I am going to make two
immediately snd don't see why every farmer
cannot have a windmili when he can make
it himself for so little money. The mill is
durable, powerful and runs easily. Any
perzon can get diagrams and complete dir-
ections by sending 18 two-rent stamps to
Francis OCasey, St Louis, Mo., and any
active man can urdoubtedly make money
anywhere putting these mi.ls up for others,
and I see no use of paying $50 or $60 for a
mill when you can make one just as good
for $10.

A BROTHER FARMER

— e

The one thing needful is the devel-

w

How the meZr Sa‘;l the [P
Farm

al
Father was rick and the mortgage on the

A. M. Fritz of
I saw the dip-

pan

These eight different

Case, suitable for any vpart
makes a fine Christmas present. Will add

comfort and elegance to any home for a
life time,

‘We carry a fine line of Furniture of all
kinds, Carpets,

and fancy

Fifty Ycars Ago.
Grandfather’s hat!
Grandfather’
Whether

Croup,

Or baby at night waked the house with a
whoop,

And within it you see,
s favorite cough remedy.

With Ayer's Cherry Pectoral Gran’ther
was sure

That no cold or coug
cure.

In hats the styles ch ;
. showy change, but the records

h would e’er fail of a

Coughsare curedas they were 50 yearsago,.
AAAAAAAAA

Ayer’s Cherry Pectoraj

1as no equal as g remedy for
coughs, colds, and lung dis..
vases. Where other soothing
olixirs palliate, Ayer's Cherry
Pectoral heals. It is not a
cheap cough syrup, which
sootpes. but does not strength-
tn; it is g Physician’s cough
remedy.. and it cures, It is
put up in large bottles, only,

{or household use. It was

awarded the medal at the

World's Fair of ninety -three,

[t has a record of

N

e .
N
Y/

S

=

"

§ S

Handsome Solid Oak Secretary Book
of your house

Bedding, Crockery, Glass-
8, Table Cutle » Silverware
oods. All goods marked in

ain figures. One pridge only., Prives
ways the lowest,

are, Lam

JAS. 6. McNALLY,

QUEEN STREET.

to work with it and it
every hous~. And in
I paid off the mortgege. I

ug this a trial, 88 A, M. Fritz, Station

or 18 two cent stamp —wiite at once,
Jonx G. N.

S S —

Try all the ways to righteousness you

-———-.*._—

Make Your Own Lantern.
Your home is incomplete without it,
reach of all, I ordered | —

hem and sold 51 in one day making over

It gives a beautiful white light,
himmeys never break from heat; it is al-
.oui?, Mc. will send sawple for 13 two A
got my start

Sh
Gr

him,
Georgia B.
e, Dpmm—

Christianity is the reality of what | col

e o —
The Public should bear in mind that

ting class of so-called medicinal oils.
t1s eminently pure and really effi-

ores o¢ hurts, besides being an ex-
ellent specific for rheumatism, coughs
nd bronchial complaints,

F

the
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