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What we Know.

- — —

That more and more a Providence
Of love is understocd,

Making the springsof time and sense
Sweet with sternal good :—

That death seems but a covered way
Which opens intoflight

Whei ein no blinded child can stray
Beyoad the Father’s sight :—

That care and trial seem at last,
Through memory’s sunset air,

Like mountain ranges overpast
In purple distance fair :

That all the jarring notes of life
Seem blending in a psalm,

And all the angles of its strife
Slow roun. ing into cala.

And so the shadowe fall apart,
And so the west winds play ;
And all the windows of my heart
I open to the day.
—JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER.

>

Singleness of Purpose.

BY REV. CURTIS LEE LAWS

This one thing I do.—Philippians 3:13

The greatest results in art and
science, in poetry and philosophy, in
commerce and in the professions, have
been achieved by those who were
actuated by some master passion. It
was a master passion which sent Carey,
Marshman and Ward to India, and
Adoniram Judson to Burma. It was
a master passion which drove Henry
Martyn to Persia, ‘‘ where the laurels
of Cambridge University faded upon
his fever-stricken brow.” It was a
master passion which caused the great
Duff to give up all for the glory of
winning souls to Christ, which caused
Whitefield to speed from continent
to continent, with a heart on fire, and
a voice which rang out as he cried,
“The world for Christ !”

It was a master passion which gird
ed the thoughts and enchanne'ed the
efforts of the great apostle, who could
glory in the agony of his sufferings.
Hear what he endured for Christ :

“ Are they ministers of Christ! (I
speak as a fool), I am more ; in labors
more abundant, in stripes
measure, in prisons more frequent, in
deaths oft. Of the Jews five times re-
ceived I forty stripes save one. Thrice
was I beaten with rods, once was I
stoned, thrice T suftered shipwreck, a
night and aday I have been in the deep ;
in journeyingsoften, in perils of waters,
in perils of robbers, in perils by mine
own countrymen, in perils by the
heathen, in perils in the city, in perils
in the wilderness, in perils in the sea,
in perils among false brethren ; in
weariness and painfulness, in watch-
ings often, in hunger and thirst, in
cold and nakedness.” (2 Cor, 11:
23-27.)

1t was the same master passion
which enabled him to stand before
the philosophers of Corinth and de-
clare that salvation could come only
through Christ and him crucified :
which enabled him to preach boldly on
Mars' Hill, under the shadow of the
colossal statue of Minerva, and with a
thousand glittering images around
him, Paul’s motto “This one
thing T do.”” What was that one thing?
*This one thing T do, forgetting those
things which are before, T press toward
the mark for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” How
many of us are trying to serve Jesus
Christ with such singleness of heart!

above

was,

CONSECRATION.

Our first and best thoughts must be
gor our Saviour, and all other interests
must be made subordinate to the pro-
gress of his kingdom. The gr:t.titimt on
of personal ambition, the trinumph of

“and the orphan there is no hope.

' commanded them, saying : * Ye shall
i make no league with the inhabitants of
this land ; ye shall break down their
altars. ” So God has brought us up out
of the land of Egypt, and now in our
redeemed state we are to make no
league with the inhabitants of this
world.

If we are living for the glory of God
and for the realization of Christ’s char-
acter, we have sealed our enmity to sin.

as much as the sins of jan enen'y. We
shall throw down the altars of the devil
wherever we find them. We shall
fight to the death impurity and vice.
We cannot serve both God and the
devil, both righteousness and sin.
Men are crying for the bread of life,
Christ is yearning over a lost world,
which he died to save ; we are fritter-
ing away our time, some of us in league
with this world, some of us in partner-
ship with the devil. God, heaven, and
the saints in glory are encouraging us
to do our duty. Oh, shal we hold
back and hesitate, or shall we spring
forth, once Llind, but now seeing, once
dumb, but now singing, once deaf, but
now hearing, once lame, but now leap-
ing, once dead, but now living, and
shout above the din of the confusion
of worldly ambition : *‘ This one thing
I do ;I press toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling -of God in
Christ Jesus. ”"—The Examiner.

The Fountain of Benavolence..

According to Christ no religion is
acceptable to God which does not
serve to light with heavenly comfort
The test

And in
th s world of misery the character that

the path of human sorrow.
of character is in its fruits.

bears no fruits of practical benevolence
is not fit for the kingdom of Geod.
Men who tilk loudly about the love
of God, and yet love not their neigh-
bors, are either self-deceived or arrant
hypocrites.
crites,”

“ Woe unto you, hy[m-
Pharisees |
who made long prayers for a pretense

said Jesus to the

but devoured widow’s houses to satisfy
their greed. ¢ Therefore ye shall re
ceive the greater damnation.” There
is hope for the publicans. The mercy
of God is so broad that even penitent
harlots may be pardoned. But for
the Pharisee who oppresses the widow
i
a man say, I love God, and ha'eth his
brother, he is a liar ; for he that lov-
eth not his brother whom he ha h
seen, how can he love God whom he
hath not seen ? *‘Pure religion and
undefiled before God and the Father
is this, To visit the fatherless and
widows in their affliction, to keep him-
self unspotted from the world.” How
diferent is this religion from that
which the infidel tries to palm off on
the world as Christiamty !

No one ¢ aims that practical benevo-
lence is the whole of the Christian
religion. In His picoure of the last
judgment Jesus says nothing at all
about faith as a condition of salvation.
The love of God is not mentioned as a
requisite element of the character of a
saint. Not one word is said abouv
conversion, regeneration,or repentance
and yet he would be a thoughtless or
unfair man who would claim that these
things are ignored or repudiated by
our Lord because they are not men-
tioned here. Yet some have been so
rash as to set up this claim. They
say, ‘‘This is our idea of religion.
Christ teaches that practical charity is
the only
heaven. showing
mercy comprise the whole duty of

”

essential qualification for

Doing good and
man.” This reasoning is not sound.
When James says, ‘‘Pure religion and
undefiled before God and the Father

pcrsonal plans and theories, success
and prosperity in secular pursuits,
must all be made subordinate to the
Christ.
Our primary business mus . be pressing
We

interests of the Lord Jesus

forward for the prize. labor

of that which is dearest to us. Are
there some things dearer to us than
the glory of God ?

Not so with Paul. The first thought
of his mind was for his Redeemer. Day
and night he labored for the spread of
the kingdom. This
for Christ 18 not inconsistent with 'le

intense ac ivity

active and energetic pursuit of some
secular Be your
money making, and ask God’s blessing

calling. eager 1n
upon your plan and your business.
But do not forget to come to God when
the transaction is over, saying : ‘ Dear
Lord, 1 am thy steward ;all that I have
is thine.” And beyond there should
be earnest effort to sprealth kingdom,
and to realize in our hearts the per-
fection of Christ’s character. ‘‘ Be ye
perfect, even as your Father in heaven
is perfect.”
SEPARATION.
We must make no league with the
inhabitants of the land which we have
been sent to subdue, God brough
Israel up out of the land of Egypt, and

prm'nised them that he would never

and
widows in their aftliction, and to keep
himself unspotted from the world,”

is this, To visit the father ess

he does not say that the whole of re-

ligion is comprehended in these two

things. This is a sample of the stock
of articles which compose the great
system. There are other elements in

religion also, but there is no genuine
religion without these.

But where these fruits exist the root

and seed of faith and Christian love
will most surely be found. Men talk
about the religion of upright and
benevolent practices without fai'h,
but where can it be found ? What

one of the many boasting infidels who
decry Christianity has ever been seen
at the side of the afflicted, ministering
consolation and What
one has founded and supported a
charitable mstitution for the blind,
the deaf, the lame, or the feeble-mind-
el? There are in the United States
thousands of such institutions,

material aid ?

Many
of them have been founded by States,
but many also Yy socicties and benevo-
lent individuals ; many of them by
Churches and Christians. But what
home for the aged, or refuge for the
needy, or asylum for the unfortunate,
or school for orphans has been found-
ed and supported by atheists?

break his covenant with themn, but he
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We shall hate the sinjof our own hearts |

Per-

haps one can be found, but not more
than one or two, and these were estab-
lished by wealthy skeptics, who, undey

the influence of our Christian civiliza-
| tion and institutions and thought, re-
' ceived the impulse which led to this
noble deed of charity. So long as
these facts continue what becomes of
the assertion that practical benevolence

without benevolence ? There is no
genuine religion without real benevo-
lence, and there is no benevolence
worth the name apart from true and
genuine religion.— Religion for the
Times, by Lucien Clark, D. D.
el PO

The Power of a Holy Life.

No Christian is so poor, so weak, so
lowly, but that he can do much for
God, and for his fellow men. He may
not be able to give largely, or even to
give at all, to advance the progress of
the Gospel, but he can recommend re-
ligion in all its beauty by his life.
Thus his light will shine with a power
and effectiveness which nothing can
dim. There is a power in a holy life
which nothing can resist. Men may
stand out successfully against every
argument and motive which can be
brought to bear upon them ; they may
be utterly » “ifferent to the evidences
of God ; they may resist every appeal
found in the Bible ; they may success-
fully silence the clamors of conscience
—nothing, indeed, may disturb their
way to hell but a godly example. This
has been effectual in instances where
nothing else was in the least regarded.
In a certain community lived a man,
infidel in his sentimentsand profligate
in his practice. He was subtle in dis-
putation, and could greatly embarrass
the most of those who encountered him
and sought to turn him into a better
channel. But there was one man who
would never dispnte or argue with
him. This was a plain. but devoted
and consistent Christian. His life
was a bright focus of vital godliness,

and it had more power upon this
wicked man than any other sort of
artillery that could be brought to bear
against him. He was often heard to
say that the holy life of this man was

the only thing that gave him trouble.

He could resist and turn aside all argu-

ments but this (ne, but against this he

was .puwerless. He could not withstand

the conviction that religion was a

reality when he contemp'ated it as

shining forth in such a life.

The influence of this man is within

the power of every Christian. None

so poo- or lowly in station but can ex-

ercise it., Very many religicus’ pro-

fessors are ready to excuse themselves

for doing no more to advance religion,

by the plea that they have not the

talent to address and persuade men.

They cannot find words and arguments

that are persuasive, nor will their lack

of means allow them to labor for

Christ in other ways. But this is not

necessary. They may not be able to

alk the Gospel into the unbeliever,

they may not be able to give for the

advancement of the Kingdom of Christ,

but they can live in their own lives the

life of the Gospel, and thus with even

still greater effect showforth the power

and excellence of a holy life. They

can so live Christ that it will be a
more convincing argument to the truth

and reality of religion than all the

arguments of the most profound schol-

ars and eloquent divines. The power

of a holy life is something that cannot
be successfully combated or resisted.

If every member of the Church
would live as he ought, it would not
be necessary for him to speak a word
on the subject of religion. He himself
would be a living recommendation of
it in all ivs beauty and excellence by
his life. In such a community the
ministry ever might be dispensed with,
because every Christian would be a
minister of the Gospel in the very best
He would preach the Word
daily in his life, and in such a way
that there would be no possibility of
gainsaying or resisting it. Then the
Word would have free course and be

-

sense.,

glorified. The truth of the Gospel
would be seen and felt and acknow-

ledged on every ride, and the ends of
the earth would soon see the sa'vation
of God.
is in the possession of every Christian,
however humble.—Christian Work.
PP = -

Does the Chorch Need Con-
verts 7

The pastor of a certain church made
the remsrk the other day that he had
decided not te hold a protracted meet-
ing this winter, as the membership of
the church was already large, and he
thought they needed something more
than they needed converts.

This was no doubt true ; they prob-
ably needed to be taught and trained.
but the misconception which evinces
it elf in the preacher’'s words is too
serious to be lightly put aside.

Are we to convert men and wemen,
or leave them to die unsaved, accord-
ing as it may profit or inconvenience
the church ? The question is not, does

** your church ” need converts, butdo
men and women need the Lord Jesus
Christ? A note of warning ought to

And this power of a holy life
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without religion is better than religion |

b» sounded. There is danger that our
| devotion to the church become nothing

bet er than devotion to aclub, whose
' object is to minister to the intellectual
and spiritual enjoyment of congenial
souls. It is to meet the needs of men
and women, and not the reverse. The
"church thatis run on the principle
that is a sort of a hotel, Lo take only as
many guests as it will comfortably
hold, oras will meet the running ex-
penses of the house, has no right to

wear the name of Christ. If your gar-
ners are too small to hold any further
gleanings from the Lord’s harvest, it
is time for you to pull down and build
greater.

The business of every saved man is
to search, with torch and lantern, if
need be, for the unsaved, to go out and
compel them to come in. God pity
the church that would pick those to be
saved, whom it deems to be of advant-
age to it! God pity us when we im-
agine that we have the right to open
or close the door of the kingdom, as it
may suit our personal convenience.
Does your church mneed converts?
I'hat is not your business. Just so
long as the old commission is unre-
pealed, it is your business to execute
it.— The Lookout.
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Sincerity.

An insincere Christian is a contra-
diction in terms. To assume it is to
attempt to mix two utterly incongru-
ous quantities ; it assumes that a man
can be true and false at one and the
same time. A sincere infidel is infin-
itely better than an insincere Christ-
jan. The one may be a mistaken zea-
lot, but the other is a subterfuge, a
sham, and a hypocrite. * * * Sincerity
is truth and uprightness joined to-
gether ; sincerity and truth arc the
basis of every virtue. It is an agree-
ment of the heart and tongue, of the
motive and conduct, and is opposed to
all double dealing and deceit. It will
not permit the sentiments of the heart
to be contrary to the language of the
lips. In Scripture the word signifies
pure —without mixture. So Paul
would have the Philippians to bepure,
their behavior innocent and free from
offense, * That ye may be sincere and
without offence till the day of Christ,”
and he always associates sincerity and
truth, purity and truth, in opposition
to the leavened bread of iniquity. He
reproachies the false apostles with not
preaching Jesus Christ sincerely»
purely, with upright and disinterested
sentiments. Tn his day Pollock knew
preachers of whom he wrote :

“Jn sermon style he bought
And sold and lied, salutations made
In Scripture terms. He prayed by
quantity,

And wi h his repetitions long and loud
All knees were weary.”’

We may agree with Carlyle that
{sincerity, a deep, great genuine sin-
cerity, is the first characteristic of all
men in any way heroic. Truth must
not be a matter of belief simply, a
mere accepted proposition ; it must be
a conviction that cannot be changed
by cajolery or fear ; that will net yield
to the siren of flattery ner to the per-
suasions of cupidity and selfishness,—
Methodist Protestant.
—_——-—————

The Loneliness of Age.

The loneliness of age! dow few
think of this and treat with tenderness
and consideration those who have out-
lived their generation, and whose early
companions and friends have been tak-
en from them ! Unable to engage in
the activities of life, they are no longer
brought into contact and sympathy
with those around them, and no tic of
common interest and mutual depend.-
ence binds them together. They
necessarily, to a greater extent, live in
a world of their own, with which those
around them are not familiar. The
communings of their hearts are with
the scenes of the past, and the com-
panions of other years, who have long
ago passed away. Lover and friends
have been taken from them, and their
acquaintance laid in darkmess. The
forms they admired and loved are
gone, the eyes that looked into theirs
with the tenderest affection are sight-
less, and the voices that cheered and
stirred their souls have long since becn
cilent. Their early world of hope and
joy has become desolation, and they
sit in silence contemplating the ruin
that has been wrought. They are —

“Only waiting till the shadows
Are a little longer grown.”

to pass on to the reunion that awaits
them, and the great greetings of those
they love. Who would not do what
he can to cheer the loneliness of the
aged, to smooth their pathway, and
comfort them in their declining years ?
—New York Churchman.
el Wt G
Compassion.

L —

ation and love--his wisdom, hi
his unselfishness.

shines them a l—his compassion. W

have been reading about it today :

greac multitude, and was moved with
compassion toward them." Again:
 And Jesus, moved with compassion,
put forth his hand, and touched him,
and saith unto him, I will; be thou
clean.”

You are striving to be like your

Master. Have you compassion? Do
you really love the souls of the sufter-
ing about you? Is your heart melted
into tenderness when you shink of
their spiritual destitution? Do you
yearn to see them saved ? Has a holy
passion to rescue them taken possess-
ion of your soul ? Do you understand
what William Carvosso meant when he
said, *' T felt such a longing desire to
save souls that I said in my heart to
the Lord that if he should condescend
to use me to bring one more soul to
himself, I would praise him forever
for it 7’
O thou compassionate Christ, touch
us with thy compassion | Melt our icy
selfishness ! Kindle in our cold hearts
consuming fires of love! May we
yearn, yearn, yearn, for outcast souls !
—KEpworth Herald.

. —

Moral Courage.

A large proportion of people are
greatly lacking in downright, honest,
moral courage. Many times it has
been the case that one man, having
rugged moral courage, will boldly
speak out his mind on some unpopular
question, concerning which a dozen of
his neighbors have the same opinion,
but dare not openly declare it, from
sheer cowardice. A whole company,
large at vhat, have been known to hold
certain views cencerning a madter, but
kept solemnly quiet until one brave
man expressed the same views without
apology, and then the rest of the com-
pany have cheered him and said,
“Them’s our sentiments exactly.”
The great, strong leaders of men are
they who have the highest type of
moral courage.

o ol - 6 G

Heart Ability.
It is not always the most capable
men who do the most good. Men of
fine attainments often devote them to
a bad purpose. Men who are not
naturally blessed with such rare gifts
often do more good than those of finer
attainments, because with a consum-
ing love they devote their energies to
the upbuilding of that which is pure
and noble. Again, those with brilliant
intellects often counteract their in-
fluence for good by some eccentricity.
Furthermore, their service is not with

all the heart ; and a divided service,

backed even by great ahility, does but
little good. Hence the Saviour says,
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart.”—Gospel Advocate,

B . e R

A learned Chinaman said to a "‘mis-
sionary, ‘‘ I like your doctrine, though
I have never heard you preach it.’

“How so?” said the missionary.
““ Why,” replied the Chinaman, “T
have seen it.” ¢*Seen it, how ¥’ agid
the bewildered foreigner. ‘‘ Why, ”
said the Asiatic, ‘‘my servant there
was a devil before he professed your
religion, and now he is like an angel ; 1
can trust him with anything and he is
in love with everybody.” What a
blessed thing it would be if we all
lived so that the truth of our doctrine
would be seen.—Bap'ist Record.

el >+ G
Catarrh in the Head

Is a dangerous disease. It may lead
directly to consumption. Catarrh is
caused by impure blood, and the true
way tocure it is by purifying the blood.
Hood’s Sarsaparilla cures catarrh be-
cause it removes the cause of it by
purifying the blood. Thousands
testify that they have been cured by
Hood’s Sarsaparilla.

Hoobn's PiLLs are purely vegetable
and do not purge, pain or gripe. All
druggists. 2c.

D 4 ————

Still Another Triumph—Mr. Thomas
S. Bullen, Sunderland, writes: ** For
fourteen years I was afflicted with
P le:; and frequently I was unable to
walk or sit, but four yearsagol was
cured by using Dr. Thomas' Kclectric
0Oil. T havealso been subject to Quinsy
for over forty years, but Eclectric Oil
cured it, and it was a permanent cure
in both cases, as neither the Piles nor
Quinsy have troubled me since.”

(Uticura

THE CREAT

SKIN CURE

Works wonders in cur=-
ing torturing, disfigur-
ing diseases of the skin,

« And Jesus went forth, and saw a

There are many things in the char-
acter of Jesus which excite our admir-

strength his manliness, his gentleness,

But one thing out- | , ceriepms Ry sy o Seopghete e Secds

scalp, and blood, and es-
s | pecially baby humours.

© "’ Duve & CaeM. COrp., Props., . 8.

Fifty Years Ago.

This is the stamp Lthat the Tetter bore
Which carried thz story far and wide,

Of certain cure for the loathsome sore
‘That bubbled up {rom the {ainted tide

Of theblood belew. And’twas Ayer’s name
And his sarsaparilla, that all now, know

That was just begisning its fight of fame
Vith its curcs of 5o ycars ago.

Ayer’s Sarsaparilla

is the original sarsaparilla. Ii
has behind it & record for cures
uzequalled Ly any blood puri.
{7ing compound, It isthe only
sarsaparilla henored by g
medal at the World's Fair of
1398. Others imitate the

romedy ; they can’t imitate the
rocord :

80 Yezrc of Cures.

ITS ALL OVER.

We have finished taking stock and
find a good chance for some GREAT
BARGAINS. Lots of things in dif-
ferent departments we must close out
the present month to make room for
Spring Importations, especlally in
Carpets, Linoleume, Common Furni-
tare, and Hanging Lamps.

Tall and we will quote you prices
which are sure to be satisfactory.

We have no ‘‘Catch Penny” prices
on third quality goods which we are

willing to close out to prepare for new
Season. f

Please call early as our New Goods
have already began to arrive. Nine
Ciates and Casks of China ard Earthen-
ware direst from Staffordshire Potters
now landing fand first shipment of
Carpets on the way.

James C. McNally
QUEEN STREET.

DENTISTRY !
OPERATIVE, MECHANICAL, AND SURGICAL

F. W. Barbour, D, D.5.

OrprosiTE NoRMAL SoHOOL

Hale Method for Painless Ex-
traction without Extra
Charge.

Crown and Bridge Work a Specialty

treated without the
use of knife or deten-
tion from business,
also all other diseases

of Rectum. Cure guaranteed, [Harvard
1876.]

ROBERT M. READ, M. D.

1756 Tremont St. Boston,. Consult-

ation free Send for
Pamphlet Office hours
i1 A. M, to 4 P. M. Sundays

md holidays excepted

FOR YOUR HEALTH

DRINK

Real Fruit Syrups.

STRAWBERRY
RASPBERRY
LEMON

LIME FRUIT
GINGERETTE

Made only by

BROWN & WEBB.

HALIFAX, N. 8.

The tinest xi‘tumy ofkBells forwn
C‘himes, Schools,etc. Fu_sw
Write for G622 """ ue and Prices, .
BUCKEYE BELL FOUND"™
T™E VAN DV <

LEN & THT CO., CINCINL.,

r
FesB, 17
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