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A sleeping church provokes 

no opposition. 

If half the good things that 

are said were just done the world would 

be quickly and vastly better. 

Many a sensitive man has 
been done to death by the persistent 

unkindness of those from whom he 

should have received nothing but good. 

Mr. Moody did a wise and 

good thing recently when he checked 

a pr posal to start an independent mis- 

sionary movement. He took the ground 

that the various Missionary Boards 

furnish all the opportunities the church 

can use, and many more than are taken 

advantage of, for the prosecution of 

The 

not any new organization, but more 

mission work. thing needed 1s 

hearty support of present missionary 

undertakings, and their enlargement. 

Do not judge your own, or 
any other boy, hastily as to his capabil- 

ities. President Gilman, who has had 

much to do with boys, well says that | 

‘“ neither precocity nor dulness 1s 

certain index of the future of a boy. 

Only a wise man can tell the difference 

The Roman Catholic church 

lis careful to give the impression that it 

| is steadily gaining in numbers and in- 

fluence. That its influence is very great 

there cam be no doubt, but there is, 

we think, good reason to believe that 

it is waning. Inspite of its own st.te- 

ments about numerical growth it is 

really declining. The London Metho- 

dist Times, which has given careful at- 

tention to the question declares that 

there are not only relatively but abso- 

lutely millions fewer Roman Catholics 

in the British Isles to-day than one 

hundred years ago. In the United 

States they only claim nine millions 

| out of a population of sixty-three mil- 

lions, and we have read in their own 

journals that if they had retained the 

«<hildren and grandchildren of the enor- 

mous rnmber of Irish and Continental 

emigrants, they would have numbered 

at least twenty-five millions. Their 

most successful foreign missionary field 

is China, where they have still up- 

ward of a million of adherents. But 

their position there is not compable 

with the position they occupied a cen- 

tury ago There has been undoubtedly 

a revival of Romanism in Italy and 

| France within the last twenty years, 

in consequence of the fact that the 

Liberal party in both countries is in- 

tidel, and advocates things which the 

human race will never accept. Tt is 

also partly due to the narrowness and 

internal divisions of Continental Pro. 

testantism. But afte: having made 

every allowance for the revival of 

Romanism, no one can contend for a 

moment that either in France or in 

Italy there is the least prospect of 

Rome ever again asserting the ascend- 

ency which she enjoyed a hundred 

years ago in both of those countries. 

In every land under heaven Rome is 

shorn of her strength, and is dwindl- 

ing year by year, while the great 

Protestant communities are increasing 

in numbers, in wealth, in influence 

t and in every kind of prosperity. 

Withholding. 

The avarice that hoards is as con- 

| trary to the spirit of the gospel and as 

' subversive of the benevolences of the 

| church as is the extravagance that 

The miser, as the term indi- 

He is 

for he did 
| | get something out of his money while 

wastes. 

f rat 1Q | Cates, 1S 
| 

: : 
the miserable man. 

worse off than the rich fool 

he lived. He was clothed in purple | 

| and fine linen and fared sumptuously | 

every day. But the miser cheats him- 

If out of happiness in both worlds, C 

He is Lazarus here and a Dives here- 

wi 

profusely lavished his gifts appropri- 
ating these gifts solely to selfish ends. 
Instead of serving as a channel to 

diffuse the divine beneficence, becom- 

ing rather a sponge to absorb it,— 

cursed by the very means by which 
they might be blessed and become a 

blessing. How many and painful the 
exemplifications of the Scripture 

truth : ** The prosperity of fools "shall 
destroy them.” Worldly prosperity, 
with the grace of God, is a great 

blessing, for it enables its possessor to 

multiply his gospel charities on every 

hand ; but withcut the grace of God, 
it can only be a curse. —B. 
mm an 

Hints To Young Preachers. 

No XI. 

Preach naturally. Avoid affeztations. 

Do not choose fantastic texts. 
Look into the eyes of the people to 

whom you are preaching. 
Making a great noise is not neces: 

sarily great preaching. 

There may be much perspiration 

without much inspiration. 
The simple gospel, out of a warm 

and true heart--not skyrockets out of 

an unbalanced head and a consuming 

conceit—is what the Lord sends His 

servants to preach. 

Do not ever preach a sermon that 

you would be afraid to preach if Jesus 

Christ were one of the audience, for, 

indeed, ‘‘ He is one of your hearers, 
and He notes how you dischange your 

duty as His ambassador, and if you 

are fooling with His commission.” 

Preach whenever there is an oppor- 

tunity. Preach as earnestly and faith- 

fully to the small congregation as to 

the large one. He who is unwilling wo 

preach to a few shows himself unfit to 

preach to any. Our Lord preached 
oftenest to a small number. 

ret tl re sisi 

Notes on Current Events. | 

The separate schools established in 

| Manitoba by Archbishop Langevin are 

being continued. 

| recent report 3,323 children are en- 

rolled in these schools. 
* * 

Mr. George U. Hay, who has for 

| several years been Principal of the 
SER : ‘ " 

Girls’ High School, St. 

retired from the service, having de- 

{ clined to accept the subordinate posi- | 

| of the schools. Mr. Hay has certain 

; ly been a most successful teacher, and 
it seems unfortunate that 

nave not 

: 
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been retained. 

| vote most emphatic agaiast the liquor 

| traffic; and protests strongly against 

| having any other question coupled, in 
| the plebiscite, with the question of pro- 

i | hibition. 
According to a | 

John, has | 

| tion offered him in the rearrangement | 

The United States Consul General 

at Havana, reports that 1400 destitute 

American citizens in Cuba have had 

to be fed and otherwise provided for 

during the summer. 
. * 

A week ago Prince Luigi of Savoy 

arrived at Victoria B. C., on his return 

from an expedition to the summit of 

Mt. St. Elias. The papers are saying 

that his expedition fixes finally the 

altitude of Mount St. Eiias av 18,120 

feet. There was not the slightest 

indication of volcanic origin anywhere: 

A new glac er was discovered by the 

explorers from the eminence of Mount 

St. Elias, between the Augusta 

Mountains and Great Logan and was 

named by the prince ‘‘Colombo.” At 

the summit of Mount St. Elias there 

was neither wind nor fog and only 20 

below freezing. The prince does aot 

consider the ascent difficult, except 

for the last few hundred feet, which 

is a solid mass of ice. 
* % 

The Maritime Provinces Baptist 

Convention declared itself in the usual 

strong way on the question of prohi- 

bition. The report of the committee 

on temperance stated that ‘* the atti- 

tude of the Maritime convention on 

the liquor traflic remains unchanged. 

It is an attitude of no compromise 

with the evil until absolute and entire 

prohibition is realized. The tendency 

of many of the churches in regarding 

the question of prohibition as political 

is alarming, and it is clearly the duty 

of every church and every individual 

to give his whole energy to the bring- 

ing in of a better era of larger and 

cleaner citizenship, The denomination 

for years has demanded prohibition, 

and nothing short of that must be 

advocated.” While not asking for a 

plebiscite the committee exhorts all 

Japtist voters te assist in making the 

The report embraced also, 

a resolution condemning the display in 

. the Prohibition Exhibition of 1896, in 

| St. John, of intoxicating liquors, and 

| petitioning the management of the 

| Exhibition to be held this month, and 

| the management of like Exhibitions 

Scotia and P. E. Island, to 

exclude such exhibits. 

in Nova 

* * 

| The Behring Sea commission is now 

final 
o -- : [4 a argument in the matter. The argu- 

sitting in Halifax, to hear the 

ment will occupy several days. 
*% * 

applied to the Ladies’ Seminary, 

£10,000 to the Academy for the erec- 

tion of a new building, and $40,000 

towards the College endowment fund. 

It is hoped the undertaking may suc-. 

ceed. Our Baptist brethren owe 

much—greatly more than many rea- 

lize—to their educational institutions. 

a 

Voices and Echoes. 

When the church makes it her busi- 
ness to down every saloon the liquor 
traffic will then be killed. 

The church will not— cannot do its 

whole duty, and down the rumshop 

while any of its teachers and leaders 

hob-nob with the friends and defend" 

ers of the great curse, or so Irng as it 

pursues a policy of silence for the 

sake of support. 

An Indiana editor was recently suc- 
cessful in a suit against a delinquent 
subscriber who said he had never or- 
dered the paper ’ (7), but who, it was 
found, had regularly called for it at 
and taken it out of the post office for 
two years. The court ordered that 
the subscriber pay the subscription ac- 
count of $3 and 816 costs of suit. 
—Chatham World. 

Which was simple justice. He is a 

thoroughly dishonest man who, having 

taken a paper regularly from the P. O. 

for years, repudiates responsibility on 

the plea —usually a false one—that he 

‘never ordered it.’ 
Rt CREE 

The Northfield Conference. 

No. V. 

STUDENT CONFERENCES. 

The Student Conferences were led by 

John R. Mott. The first conference 
was upon Bible study. He said in 

brief : ‘The place to acquire the 

habit of systematic and comprehensive 

devotional and practical Bible study is 

in college. It is the uniform testimony 

of graduates that student's make a 

great mistake when they fancy that 

better opp rtunities and more favorable 

conditions for laying the foundations 

of such study will be afforded them in 
business and professional 1 fe. 

(1.) “How many ministers,’ says one 
of the foremost University presidents, 

‘“ are at a standstill in their work, and 
in their spiritual and intellectual life, 

at the age of fifty, when they stould be 

at their best — simply because they have 

no habit of progressive, personal Bible 

study.” 

(2.) “I's place as essential to a well 

round education demands that Bible 

study receive special emphasis from 

the college Froude 

‘* The Bib'e thoroughly known, is a 

student,” says, 

The future teachers of the church 

home and abroad are being taught in 

the colleges. Will not the habit of 

personal Bible study ‘‘ensure a far 

stronger and more aggressive array of 

the Christian forces at home and on 

the mission field.” 

The purpose of this department is : 

(1). To bring the Bible to the earn- 

est attention of every man in col.ege. 

(2). To enlist as many students as 
possible in some form of Systematic 
Bible study. 

(3). To lead students to form the 

habit of personal Bible study which 

will remain with them after they have 

left college. 

In the next Conference Mr. Mott 

took up the work among new students 
known as the Fall Campaign. [he 

purpose is to lead christian students to 

ldentify themselves with their associa- 

tion and with the church of their 

choice and to lead the non-christian 
to identify themselves with the asso- 

ciation, as associate members, and 

lead them to Christ. , 

This work is of special importance 

when we realize that these men are 

just entering their college and are im- 

pressionable. Tt is a time when they 
can be most easily reached and when 

the most lasting impressions can be 

made. It is a time when they are 

forming associations and if not reached 

by christian men and associated with 

christian work, they will be reached by 

the non christian students and become 

interested in the other societies of the 

college. If they are not reached in the 

first days perhaps they will not be 

reached during the course. If colleges 

would capture the new men for a few 

years it would soon remove the pre- 

judices against the association. Stu- 

dents often come to college recognizing 

that it is time to turn over a new leaf. 

The number of new students show the 

importance of this work. Ome third of 

the students of the 400 colleges of U. 

S. and Canada are new men. 

The work for the new students should 

begin before they reach the Institution. 

There should be depudation work to 
preparatory schools. And each student 

should be sent a hand-book and in 

vitation to the Freshman reception. 

Tne Y. M. C. A. president should be 

in correspondence with the best men 

and united in prayer. Also a boarding 

house list could be prepared by the Y. 

M. C. A. and help given to each stu- 

dent to secure a boarding place. 

After the new men arrive they should 

be given a reception by the Y. M. C. 

A. madeas interesting as possible. This 

should be held the first Saturday in 

—— 
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Much is said about the im- 
portance of heart pm —and not too 

much, if the teachin to what it is 

and how secured be sound. But what 

about head purity ? It, also, is import 

¢« Zion's Herald 

‘ some have dwelt so absorbingly on 

ant. suspects that 

the question of heart purity that they 

have quite overlooked the imperative 
need of head purity. Too many Chris- 

tians have foolishly thought that if the 

virtues are peculiar to any one class 

or condition of human kind. ‘Each 

class of virtues, in whomsoever they 

dwell,” become strong and marked as 

And 

because they are sure finally to domin- 

ate and permanently torn to good or 

they are fostered and practiced. 

evil channels the lives of those who 

yield themselves to their sway, hence 

the 

rendering his heart and life to the 

importance of every man's sur- 

heart were only right, it mattered but 
ittle whether the head was right or 

The truth is, no heart can be 

Nor tan 

one’s heart be pure while the mind 1s 

wrong. 
pure without a pure mind. 

largely filled with ignorant and gross 

ideas of God, of Christ, and His truth. 

The prime weaning of purity is clear. 

ness. [lence there must be clearness 

of head in order to clearness or purity 

of heart. 

may havea pure heart while his head 

It is folly to say that one 

right impulse at the start If the 
heart is not kept open by the culti- 

vation of the benevolent spirit, it will 

be sure to contract We have known 

men who were commendably genewous 

when poor ; then it was a pleasure for 
them to give, and they gave according 

to their means; but as their worldly 

circumstances improved, and the 
notion of becoming rich took posses- 

sion of them, their.giving gorrespond- 
ingly diminished. What sadder sight 

is full of error. 

Sir Donald Sinith’s new title is no 

Lord Glencoe, as at first 

have made much dHerence. Peopl 

are likely to think and speak of hir 

Sir Donald. 
* 

which can be followed only by one wit 
great wealth. 

offered. 

such purchase she has 

property 

ment house, 
* ¥ 

L Immigration into the United Stat 

than that of men on whom God has years. 

ant ounced, 

but Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal. 
I'wo or three more names would not 

chiefly by the old and familiar name, 

* ih The way the Countess of Carlisle 
has of promoting temperance is one 

She has, for some time 
past, been acquiring public houses in 
the vicinity of her home in Cumber- 

land, England, whenever opportunity 

In nearly every instance of 

turned the 

into a temperance refresh- 

was smaller last year than for many 

¢ { happy. 

the Transvaal. Mr. Chamberlain 

e 
& German right is indisputable. 

respousible f.r 

new notion. 

President Kruger 

personal work. It alone shows him |p. i 
ig? PRE Bead os fe RE ; : exican president, has folded & 

: Sir Wilfrid Laurier arrived at | the work which God wants done in the Race a girls — alee: And 

h | Quebec Saturday. ~~ I'here were great | world. The wotives which should , 4 
demonstrations in 

dresses, salutes ete. 

* 

gational church, Chicago, is talking 

getting Talmage to occuggy its pul; 

Addressing the Volksraad last 

week President Kruger denied that 

(sreat Britain has a suzeranity over 

however, claims that Great Britain's 

sug 

gestions and influence are regarded as 

his honour, ad- 

It is stated that Plymouth Congre- 

1, | ant, spiritual lives ; to have real power 
with God in prayer,—the student must | 

acquire and maintain, cost what it may, 

a right habit of Bible study. 

's | (Hb) Bible study furnishes the stu- 

den: the best possible equipment for 

ever invite him to more 

of | self-denying achievements. 

during the illness of its pastor. 
». 

es | College has decided to undermake a ' deavors. 

of the mind, of the imagination; to de- 

ac uate him are revealed in such study. 

It surrounds him with a cloud of God- 

sent workers and master builders who 

heroic and 
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