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Renewals for 1898. 
The time for renewals for 1898 is at 

hand. 

We look for a large number during 

this month. 

Will our friends give us the cheer 

of beginning at once to forward their 

subscriptions for another year ? 

We will be much obliged if the min. 

sters will call the attention of their 

congregations to the fact that the time 

for 1898 renewals has come, and urge 

promptiness, 

They-will be helping the paper if 

they will, also, speak of the importance 

of immediate payment of all arrears. 

New subscribers are always wanted, 

and are always welcome. 

Any subscriber sending his renewal 

for 1898, who sends also a NEW sUB- 

SCRIBER, can pay for both with $2.50. 

a #religious Furelligencer. 

Rev. Josep McLkop, D. D.,...EpIrror. 

WEDNESDAY, Dec. 8ta, 1897. 

y Attacks on Christianity 

change their form with every age. 

The most dangerous in this day are 

those which seek to change Christian- 

ity from life to mere form. 

We will be very glad if the 
ministers in both Provinces will make 

a special effort during this month in be- 

half of the INTELTIGENCER, securing 

both renewals and new subscribers, 

Those who have responded 

to our November call for payments 

have our thanks. Will the hundreds 

from whom we have not yet heard, 

makeusglad byimmediate remittances! 

The “Christian Register,” 

It has Boston, is to be congratulated. 

received a gift of $560,000 as an endow- 

ment. the interest of which is to be 

used to improve the paper and extend 
m 

The 

endowment fund are, 

its circulation. donors of this 

evidently, wise 

men, for they believe that the prosper- 

ty of their denomination depends, in 

religious paper. 

A council of celoured Bap- 

tist churches in Florida did recently 

what is a good indication that the 

Broadus, a distinguished Baptist min- 

ister told an incident of his early min- 

istry which may help those who hold 

the mistaken notion. He was pastor 

of a Virginia church. One of his 

deacons asked him one Saturday not 

to press the claims of foreign missions 

the next day, the regular time for the 

foreign mission collection, urging as an 

argument that the church was burd- 

ened with debt from having erected a 

building. He went home, pleaded 

with God for strength and wisdom, 

and studied earnestly his message. 

I'he next day he poured forth such a 

| plea for lost souls in heathen lands, 

for whom Christ died that a grand 

The hearts of 

his people were stirred, and they re- 
collection was taken. 

joiced in giving. The next night they 

met at the pastor’s home and paid off 

all of the old burdensome debt. 

There are churches, now living at 

“a poor dying rate,’ giving a very 

scanty support to their ministers, and 

always feeling and complaining of the 
that 

would take on new life, and surprise 

pinchings of church poverty, 

| themselves by the ease with which 

they would care for home interests, 

if they should take into their hearts | 

and help support the needy interests 

of the church at large. 
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Facing the Work. 

No. § 

In preceding articles under this 

heading there have been pointed out 

some of thee things which seem 

necessary to an 

life in the 

improved christian 

churches ; and it has been 

endeavoured to persuade those interest- 

It would 

not be difficult to continue at great 

ed to an observance of them. 

length to mention causes of weakness 

in the churches, and to suggest many 

other things than those already men- 

tioned which might be 

beneficial results. But we refrain. It 

is better, perhaps, to ask the churches 

to 

rather than more in detail ; and to di- 

rect them to the one thing without 

which all the others will avail little or 

nothing. 

done with 

now face the situation as a whole 

The growth of the churches during 

the last Conference year was not what 

it might have been, therefore, not 

what it ought to have been. What by 

faithful service, under God, might be, 

is always the measure of what ought 

to be. It may be attempted to explain 

away the failures. It is better not to 

do it is becter to face the fact. 

Nor is it wise to attempt to shirk re- 

sponsibility for it. The fault 

the 

There has 

SO © 

is with 

the churches themwselves- meim- 

bers and their pastors. 

been no unwillingness on God’s part 

to fulfil His promises and to manifest 

The Holy Spirit 

is not fitful ; He can be always de- 

n 18 gracious power. 

pended on as a factor in real christian 

work, 

The uncertain and variable thing is 

the earnestness of the christian people 

who are called to be workers together 

with God. Genuine christian earnest- 

ness depends on spiritual life ; the 
of earnestness 1s 

The 

thing to be concerned about, then, is 

the spiritual life. With that right the 

of the Lord will with 

decline or absence 

due to a defect in spiritual lie. 

work go on 

by just that much. The late Dr. | That Communion Discussion. 

The echoes are just being heard of 

{ the dis~ussion of the communion ques- 

tion in the Baptist Congress held in 

| Chicago, and of which we published a | 

| brief report last week. Dr. Henson, | 
Japtist ministers on 

the continent, and who did not agree 

with the positiont.ken by Drs. Gifford 

{and Cowell and others, 

| one of the leading 

is far from 

being a close-communionist of the old | 

school. The Sunday following the 

C'ongress, Dr. Henson spoke of the 

matter, saying : 

“1 have undergone no change on 
this subject. The only change is in 
the public. Peopl: generally, includ- | 
ing Baptists themselves, are coming to | 
understand the Baptist idea better. | 
We hold that faith should precede | 
baptism. Therefore we oppose the 
baptism of infants. Baptism symbo- 
lizes the beginning of a new life. The 
Lord’s supper symbolizes the susten 
ance of the new life. The life must 
begin before it requires sustenance 
We believe that immersion is the only 
real baptism. We regard a man who 
has been baptized by sprinkling as not 
having been baptized at all. And 
therefore as not prepared for the com- | 

munion. But we make that a matter 
of individual conscience. We invite 
no one to the Lords table, and we 
exclude no one from it. If I had been 
sprinkled only T would feel that 1 nad 
not been baptized and therefore nov ! 
pre pared for the communion 4 but if a 

Presbyterian or a Methodist is present 
and feels that he has been baptized in 
accordance with God’s will it is entirely 
proper to him to partake of the breod 
and wine with us. No, there is really | 
no such thing as close communion in 
the Baptist church in the sense of 
excluding those who differ with us in 
the form of baptism.” 
The ‘Examiner, New York, which | 

| 

was the great champion of the ex- 

tremest close-communion position, in 

controversy of about twenty years ago, 

deprecates the bringing up the ques- 

tion now. It says: 

““ No one need be disquieted by the 
discussion. The conviction of the 
denomination at large is settled and 
immovable that baptism 1s a prere- 
quisite to the communion, just as 
personal faith is prerequisite to | 
baptism.” 

The ‘Canadian Baptist,” the Ontario | 

organ of the Baptist churches, says : 
“It (the discussion) affords one of 

many illustrations of the difliculty 
many have in understanding the free- 
dom of thought and of speech which is 
characteristic of Baptists. Had the 
reporter, or the secular newspapers 
which gave so much prominence to his | 
impressions, but understood that the | 
question of close communion is one | 
upon which Baptists have long agreed | 
to differ in sentiment, and that the | 
Baptist Congress exists expressly that | 
it may afford an arena for the free and | 
fearless discussion of all such questions 
among Baptists, they would have | 
perceived that the utterances of Con- 
gress decide nothing for the denomin- 
ation, but carry simply the weight | 
which belongs to the views and argu- | 
ments presented,” 
The Watchman’, the Bostoa Baptist 

paper, which was represented in the | 

Chicago meetings by its editor, says : 
! 

“It (the Congress) has always been | 
recognized as a platform for the freest 
and widest discussion. It acts as a. 
kind of safety value for the brethren | 
who must express themselves or burst. | 
This was the idea upon which the | 
(Congress was founded.” | 

Instead of these differences « f belief | 

and the discussions growing out of | 

them being, as some have thought, a | 

sign of division and death, the ‘Watch- i 
man thinks they are a sign of healthy | 

life, saying : 
Of course iv takes a right and a left | 

wing to fly with. The denomination | 
power. The spiritual life of the church 

is not a thing apart from personal 

spirituality ; it is, rather, the aggregate 

of the individual spirituality of the 

members. The thing, therefore, to be 

coloured people have a growing appre- 

ciation of the importance of fitness for 

the office of the ministry. After a | 

careful examination of a candidate for 

ordination the 

voted that he should not be ordamed, 

because of his incompetency. 

council unanimously 

It 18 an 

example to some ecclesiastical bodies 

not composed of coloured men. 

In many Sunday Schools 

preparations are, probably, being 

made for the Christmas tree, which is to 

sought is personal holiness. With 

personel holiness there will come 

church power. It is of little use to 

work to win new members vnless the 

church is marked by genuine christian 

living. There may be many meetings 

and much machinery and even great 

activity, but there will be small results 

in real conversions, and in permanent 

benefits to the cause of Christ, unless 

the Holy Ghost is in the church being 

manifest in the lives of preacher and 

people. 

be laden with presents, onc for each 

member in the school. The intention 

is good enough, doubtless, but, as a 

"rule, the Christmas tree causes some 

uncomf rtable feeling, and sometimes 

real unpleasantness not easily over- 

come. Besides, the custom, repeated 

year after year, trans the children 

to always expect something rather 

than to give something. There is no 

time like the childhood time to teach, 

with abiding effect, tha lessons] of 

thoughtfulness of others and willing: 

ness, even eagerness, to minister to 

the needy. Sunday Schools should 

make the most of their opportunities 

for this kind of teaching. And no 

time of the year is like the Christmas 

time for making the teaching impres- 

sive, 
7 

There are christians, includ 
ing some preachers, who really believe 

that every dollar contributed to mis- 

gions or any other purpose outside the 

local church, is lessening the church 

Jrethren, let us not be satisfied to 

repeat this year the record of last 

year. Each year should be better 

than its predecessor. This year needs 

to be g eatly better than last year. A 

revival in every church should be the 

aim of preachers and people. For this 

let us all pray and work and hive. The 

promise of the Father—enduement of 

power for service — will come upon us 

if, in true penitence and humility we 
wait before God. 

-ee> 

Dears or A MivisTeEr. — Rev, 

Michael Gross, Baptist, died at Hills- 

boro, C. Co., Sunday morning. He 

was about 70 years of age, and was 

well-known in the eastern part of the 

Province. 
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could not rise to the heights of truth 
without those two wings.” 

The ‘Messenger and Visitor,” organ 

of the Baptist churches in the Mari: 

time Provinces, says : 
“The discussion served to make | 

prominent what was wellknown before, | 

that the denomination in the United 

States is not wholly of one opinion ou 

this subject, and to show that there 

are a number of men, more or less 

prominent among its ministers, who | 

do not adhere to *he view that baptism 

is absolutely a prerequisite to partak- 
ing of the Lord's Supper.” 

Our contemporary goes on to say 

that it is possible ‘‘to make more of 

the incident than the fac's justify.” The 
Congress, it says, ‘simply afforded a 
platform for the discussion of topics of | 
more or less general interest, The 
speakers could speak for themselves 
only, and the views presented may be 
shared by very mény or very few. 

And it does not think the fact that 

Drs. Gifford, Conwell and others 

advocated the open communion view, 

warrants the conclusion that there is 

to be a general surrender of the posi- 

tion hitherto maintained by the Bap- 

tists on this questien. 

All the quotations in this article, so 

far, are from Baptist papers, which 

faithfully represent the beliefs and 

feelings. We will quote from only one 

paper, not Baptist — the ‘Independent,’ 

which regards the incident as marking 

“the passing of close communion.” Tt 

speaks of the 1875 controversy which 

Rev. J. E. Gosuing, who is pastor 

of the Free Baptist church at Adams- 

ville, R. 1., writes: ‘My work goes 

on slowly. All work does in R. 1 

Still it moves. God is blessing me in 

revenues, including the pastor's salary, it.” 

resulted in some of the: younger min 

isters leaving the Baptist denomina- 

tion, and which seemed to settle the 

question for all time. Less than a 

quarter of a century has passed, and 

| started on his mission of inquiry in 

| sibilities of Brazillian 

' was derived almost exclusively from 

country, as it may lead to the opening 

| 30,000 people 

the question, expressing open com: 

munion views with the utmost freedom 

and meeting, instead of stern rebuke, 

a good degree of sympathetic approval. 

This, the ‘independent’ thinks, 

‘‘means, not that close communion as 

a doctrine is quite dead, but that it is 

passing away.” 
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Notes on Current Events. 

The Dominion Government appoint- 

ed Mr. E. E. Sheppard Trade Com- 

missioner to South America. He 

August last, and has just made a re- 

port on Brazil to the Minister of Trade 
He thinks the pos- 

trade are excel- 

and Commerce. 

lent. 
* * 

It was announced during the Centre 

Toronto election campaign that the 
Government has decided that the 

postal rate from Canada to all parts of 

the British Empire shall be the regular 

inviting him to a public discussion of 

the questions of moderate drinking 

and the license system. Mr. Taylor 

agrees to bear all the expenses. In 
case the Archdeacon declines, as he is 

almost sure todo, Mr. Taylor proposes 

question in the Mechanic's Institute. 
* # 

The Italian Minister of Finance was 

able last week in maxing his annual 

statement in the Chamber of Deputies, 

and announce a considerable surplus. 
* * 

The Halifax case, in which several 

officers. of 66th Regiment resigned 

because of what they regarded the 

unwarranted criticisms and insinua- 

tions of Gen. Gascoigne, is likely to 

be smoothed over. The General says 

that -he did not mean what the officers 

understood him to mean, &c. &e. 
* * 

The Canada Pacific Railway has 

decided to build its own line into! 
letter rate — three cents for one ounce. 

The present rate is five cents for a half | 
ounce to Great Britain. with a higher | 

rate to some parts of the Empire. 
* * 

The balance sheet of the gambling | 

supported principality of Monte Carlo 

The in. 

come of the infamous gambling for the 

year ended 31st, October was 14 850,- 

000 francs (nearly $3,000,000). This 

is rather startling reading. 

the gamiog tables. Among the items | 

of expenditure was this terrible one 

the 

ines— 100,000 frances ($20,000) travel 

for those who can read between 

ling expences of unfortunate players 

to reach their homes ; and a still more 

shocking item is a like sum ** paid for 

the prevention of suicide.’ But, 

inspite of all the care to prevent 

scandal, the suicides are numerous 

every_year. 

: * * 
Argentina has suffered much from 

the locust plague. It is now thought 

it may turn dut a good thing for the 

up of Patagonia, the Southermost part 

of the republic. Locusts have rarely 

or never menaced that part of the 

country. It is proposed to build rail- 

ings into it, opening up a country of 

fine resources, containing grassy 

plains, extensive woodland, great 

rivers, numeroas lakes, a good climate, 

a fertile soil and good ports on the 

Atlantic coast. The country covers 

an area of 500,000 square miles, scat 

tered over which there are less than 

The matter has been 

brought before the Legislature, the 
bill being endorsed by leading repre- 

sentatives of various shades of politics; 

and a Commission has been appointed 

to look into the matter thoroughly and 

report onlthe feasibility of the plan. 
* * 

The expenses of the University of 

Chicago last year were over a million 

dollars. Of this sum more than one- 

fourth was paid in salaries of pro- 

fessors. 
* * 

Harper's Weekly has been publish- 

ing a series of illustrated letters, 

descriptive of a journey to the Klon- 

dike. This paragraph may interest 

those who are thinking of going that 

way : 
“Tt is estimated that eighteen hun- 

dred people left San Francisco and 
Puget Sound ports for St. Michael's 
this summer and last fall. Of a score 
or more expeditions which left San 
Francisco and Seattle, not one expedi- 

| They seem to 

Rossland, the mining centre of British 
Columbia. Negotiations have been 

week, has addressed a letter to him 

to visit St. John soon and discuss the | 

It is reported from Ottawa that 

there may be a comrmisson appointed 

by the Dominion government to make 

another attempt to fix the Manitoba 

school question to suit the Pope. The 

visit to Ottawa and Quebec of Governor 

Patterson of Manitoba is said to be in 

connection with this plan. 

Cobb Divinity School. 

IT. 

In addition to the work arranged in 

three courses, already described in 
these columns, Cobb Divinity School 

exerts a wide influence upon Free 
Baptist ministers outside of the School, 

and also upon the general public 

For three years each fall a Minis- 

ters’ Institute of ten days duration has 

been held immediately preceding the 

opening of the term. From forty to 

eighty ministers have been in attend- 

ance, chiefly Free Baptists, and yet in- 

cluding representatives of the Baptist, 

Methodist, Congregationalist, Episco- 

palian, Christian and Universalist de- 

nominations. Special thought has 

going on looking towards the purchase | 

by the C. P. R. of the Trail Creek | 
Road, which is owned by a Mr. Heinze. | 

been unable to 

come to terms, and it is announced 

that the C. P. R. will build. 
* » 

have 
i 

Blanco, the new Captain General of | 

the Spanish forces in Cuba, seems de- | 

termined to carry out so far as possi- 
ble a more humane policy than that of | 

his predecessor. Amnesty has been | 

were held in 

prison; those who have been in exile 

have been invited to return ; and en- | 

couragement has been given to the | 

owners of plantations to work them. 

These things have had a good effect. 

granted to many who 

*® P 

Col. Strathy, of the Royal Scots, 

Montreal, has been dismissed from the 

service. His offence was that he 

‘ talked back ” to General Gascoigne. 

There had, it seems, been for some 

time a slight difficulty in the regiment 

between Col. Strathy and another 

officer. Gen. Gascoigne had gone to 

Montreal to settleit. Afteranfinterview 

with the officers, the General made a 

statement for publication in which he 

said things not very complimentary of 

Col. Strathy. He told the newspapers 

that he had reprimanded the Col. and | 

added that ‘‘the whole trouble was | 
such as might have arisen from a! 

squabble of two washerwomen’ &ec &c, 

Col, Strathy replied through the ! 

papers. For this he was called to 

account by the General. Col. S:rathy 

declared that he ‘“would not have re- 

ferred to the matter publicly if General 

Gascoigne had not departed from the 

judgment seat to deliver his personal 

It seems how- | 

ever, that his criticism of the com-' 

manding officer was a breach of dis- 

cipline, for which the offending Col. | 

has had to suffer the penalty of dis- 

missal from the service in which he 

has had a most honourable career. 

Public sympathy will be with the dis- 

missed officer, who only did what any | 

man of spirit would be moved to do— 

resent the insulting references to him | 

by the General. The. man who most | 

deserves dismissing is the General, 
* * 

criticism in the press.” 

| 

Lady Aberdeen — the Governesg 

General, as somebody has facetiously 

called her—keeps working away at her | 

Victorian order of Nurses scheme. 

Sne is seeking to have collections taken 

tion will reach Dawson, and it is doubt- 

ful whether more than twenty men 
will reach that city by way cf the 
Yukon. The failure has been more 
complete than the gloomiest prophet 
predicted. The cause was lov water, 
the usual rains in August proving too 
light to bring the river up to its usual 
level.” 

These are men who started as early 

as July. 
* # 

The Mormons professed to have 

abandoned polygamy, but many doubt- 

ed the sincerity of the profession. 

Those who live in Utah, and know 

the manner of life of the leaders in 

the Mormon church, do not hesitate 

to declare that there ‘has not really 

been any change as to polygamy, ex- 

cept that it is not publicly taught now 

as formerly. Canada has a commun- 

ity of Mormons. They profess that 

they do not practise polygamy. Per- 

haps they do not. But it is worth 

while keeping an ove on them. 

The report, current a few days ago, 

that there had been a collision between 

the British and French forces in 

Africa, turns out to have been a false 

report. It is not improbable. however, 

that there may be a conflict of the 

two forces some day, and perhaps very 

soon. The French are unpleasantly 

assertive, and their incroachments on 

British terntory are likely to meet 

with a vigorous aod effective rebuff. 
o 

Rev. E. O. Taylor, who is delivering 

a series of lectures throughout the 

Province, taking exception to the 

statements made by Archdeacon 

Brigstocke, to which we referred last now representative ministers speak on 

for it in the Ottawa Szhools, and, per- 

haps, in other schools. At a meeting 

of doctors — over a hundred being 

present—held in Toronto last week, 

the revised scheme was discussed. A 

Massachusetts’ doctor was present 

representing Lady Aberdeen, and ad- 

vocating the endorsement of the 

scheme by the city physicians. The 

bringing a Massachusetts doctor into 

the scheme to show Canadian doctors 

what they ought to do is quite in 

keeping with the wisdom of other 

features of the affair. The Toronto 

meeting of doctors, notwithstanding 

the Waltham doctor's arguments, did 

not endorse the scheme. In St. Jobn 

on Friday there was a 1eeting of the 

committee — or a part of it —sppointed 

by Lady Aberdeen to promote her 

plans. The object of the meeting was 

to consider the provisional constitution 

of the proposed Order of Nurses. The 

matter was talked over for some time 

—opinion being very much divided. 

Some members of the committee asked 

to be relieved because they are not in 

accord with the movement. Nothing 

was done by the meeting except to ad 

journ to meet again when called by 

the chairman —the Mayor. 
* * 

At the banquet to Hon. H. R. 

Emmerson, the new leader of the New 

Brunswick government, Mr. Emmerson 

intimated that his government might 

give encouragement to wheat growing 

in the Province by subsidizing small 

and properly equipped flour mills, or 

by a bonus to every farmer who raised 

enough wheat to produce five barrels 

- f flour, 

| come narrowed into ruts. 

ed study. 

been devoted to the quickening and 
deepening of the spiritual life ; and 

then for four hours a day lectures have 

been given upon themes connected 

with the work of the ministry either 

in the study or the pulpit. 

The Faculty have usually rendered 

the greater part of the service in lec- 

turing, but have been ably assisted by 

such men as President Hyde of Bows 
College, President Butler of 

Colby University, President Chase of 

Bates College, Professor Woodruff of 

Bowdoin College and Professor Berry 

of Colgate University. At the last 

session of the Institute a notable course 

of lectures was given by Professor 

George R. Berry of Colgate University, 

upon ‘‘Assyriology and the Old Testa- 

ment.” 
Themes in connection with Old 

Testament and New Testament inter- 

pretation, with sociology in its rela- 

tion to the Gospel ministry, with the 

philosophy of religion, the relation of 

science and religion, literature and 

the pulpit, and kindred subjects, de- 

signed to quicken anc inspire the: 
minister and to keep him abreast of 

the times and its needs,have been the 

subjects discussed at the Institute. 

Ministers in attendance have reviewed 

their school days. They have come 

doin 

| into the building and occupied the 

students’ rooms ; they have browsed 

in the library and seen the new books 

and the freshest periodical literature ; 

they have had the helpful and up-lift- 
"ing companionship of teachers, lec- 

turers and fellow-ministers who, in 

various ways, have a similar, yet un- 

like, experience in efforts to extend 

the one sreat Kingdom. 

Every man, whatever his business 

or profession, has a tendency to be- 
The Insti- 

tute, showing a broad range of subjects 

for the minister, exerts a helpful in- 

fluence toward breadth of vision and 

enlargement of study and sympathy. 

Thus it blesses richly all who come. 

Since its last session in September, 

1896 ; its go~d influences have contin- 

ued almost unabated, for attendants 

at that session have banded themseves 

together into three groups for continu- 

Some have enrolled them- 

selves in the correspondence course, 

either of the American |Institute of 

Sacred Literature for the study of Heb- 

rew, or.of the Free Baptist Pastor's 

Correspondence School for the study 

Christian evidences, New Testament of 

introduction, homiletics, church his- 

tory or theology; some have under- 

taken the systematic study of the book 

of Jonah under Professor Purinton’s 

direction ; and others are enrolled to 

read and review at least one book from 

a list recommended by the Faculty of 

the School and published last October 

in the columns of the Morning Star. 

From about the first of January un- 

til about the first of May, each year, 

the School presents on almost every 

Friday afterncon a lecture by a local 

clergyman, or some eminent divine or 

other specialist invited from other 

cities. _ These lectures, intended to 

present new men and methods to the 

studentsfand to open their eyes to the 

world’s broad work and thought, 

prove attractive and helpful to the 

citizens of Lewiston generally. They 

draw in especially an attendance from 

the college. 
The mfluence of the School goes 

forth, also, through the preaching, 

speaking, lecturing, and other minis- 
trations both of the students and the 

Faculty, in the city, in the state and 

even in other states of New England. 

Many of the students supply regularly 

pulpits even forty and fifty miles dis- 

tant from the School, and on Saturdays 

do considerable pastoral work, also 

members of the Faculty have offered 

and given in different churches courzes 

of lectures upon Biblical subjects, de- 

signed to make church members more 

interested in, and better acquainted 
with, the Bible. 

And so Free Baptists have reason to 
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