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The Old and the New,

—— —

By MARGARAT HoLMES BATES,

Let us part friends, Old Year, while yet
there lingers
Within your breast a spark of fluttering
life ;
1 clasp in peace your unresponsive fingers,
And in this hour, forgetting all of strife.

T thank you for the promises you tendred
When first we met ,— how fair, how
wkite the day !

And if the rervice you have hourly
rendered
Scmewhkat falls short, still fervently I
say.

I thank you. As Iread your dimming dial
I see how all is fitting and c< mplete.
Some prayens are answered best by their
denial,
And blessing come cn itrange and alien
feet.

Go to your rest, with all the years that
slun ber
Within the emdless sepulch: - of time,
Go to vour rest; you may no longer
cumber
The world of men.
chime.

The tells_begin to

That specds the failing breath, the soul
that’s shriven,
And children’sivoices in the temples sing,

Farewell, Uld Year, forgive as you're
forgiven;—
The King is dead ! Oh, jry ! long live
the King!
- > —

The Last Day.

The last day of a year is by some
invested with peculiar solemnity, and
why should it not be by « 1 © It warks
the conclusion of a loug period, by
which many of the most important
events of life are calendared. The
day of one's birth falls in a year, and
at the close of the last of a prescribed
series of years he attains his majority
The average duration of human life is
computed in years; the term of service
in greatest responsibilities and both
the progress and the epochs of history
are estimated in years. Plans of re
construction made by individuals are
usually related to years: the dissatistied
look forward to the next year as the,
which

achieve, or

period 1n they will reform,

economize, receive the
fulfillment of the hope so long deferred
that the heart

When the last day of a year arrives,

has been made sick.
who can refrain from recognizing the
number of such last days already past
and gone? Who that pauses in the

hurry of life to reccllect and retlect

can avoid being startled as he perceives
how little has been done of the much
that was intended

where are

mmlc f(!l' the year

Were they good and wise ! Then 1t

was wrong not to keep them. The
man, and

ear has made the youth a
h)
1
:

Lhc man of middle life to be 1!.1(!14«'“%[

among the aged. To how many has

thcyvul‘l»l‘muhf unknown Y.-_-nxptnfimlm.
and how few, who judge by any stand-

ard which commands the respect of

reason and the \l;[ll‘uluﬂh.ﬂ Ol con-

science, can approve in the plane of

practical wisdom and consistency the

major part of their own sonduct,

And yet the year, like squandered
money which had the potency of many
needful things and beneficent deeds,
has been in large part lost in sloth, or
trifles, or blind progress in grooves
which dwarf the soul and harden the
in the eternal state

heart. A spirit

may conclude that one day is not more

important than another, for there the

movements of
mark

last day of a year i important in Aixl

influence upon a finite mind capable

of Ch‘(ulgu for better or for worse.

The last day of a yvear does not un- | is. A woman of cu'ture saw the hus-
’ \

naturally sugges
life; for life is made of years and days
None except the wretched being whe
takes his own life, or the man who 1
some awful catastrophe for an instan
foresees his doom, or the criminal whe
feels the noose tightening about hi

‘neck, or he who after a weary or

painful decline is conscious of the fore-
can be reasonably | grief, the forsaking of the domestic

last day | temple, and the distribution of its

tokens of death,
sure that he has come to the

of his life,

certain, for sometimes the would be | her intel
usness | cheer/ulness have bcen the wonder of

he | those who behold her. Oue day in
intimate converse with a young friend
[t is this :
each night as after introspection and
prayer for loving pardon she lies down

gelf-murderer returns to consci
in the world he sought toleave; in
most destructive calamity

strange, almost miraculous, escape

and the signs of a coming swoon or

trance often simulate death.

But that there is a last day to every
at | ““At peace with all the world, dear

life all are sure, and not less soth
neither youth,

The resolutions | life diminishes
they ? | Church itself is in danger of beconing

the heavenly bodies

no changes; but relatively the

the last day of one’s | band of her youth rise to ever increas-

there are |

vigor, nor care can

Wise, therefore, was the saying of the '
Jewish sage, **A man should prepare
to meet his God one day before he
dies: but since he cannot know thal
this is not that day, he should prepare
to day."”

There is another last day beyond
which there shall be no last day of
year or life, the true and only day of
days.

It is not the fashion to speak of it
except with bated breath, and even
many deny that doomsday will ever
come, or, shrinking from that extreme
of reckless speech, affirm that none
can know whether there will be such a
day or not. But Jesus four times
affirmed it, saring, ‘‘And this is the
will of Him that sent Me, that every-
one which seeth the Son, and believeth
on Him, may bhave everlasting life:
and 1 will raise him up at the last
day.” Paul also on Mars’ Rill declared
to the philosophers of Athens, *God
now commandeth all men everywhere
to repent; because He hath appointed
a day, in the which He wiil judge the
world in righteousness by that man
whom He hath ordained, whereof He
hath given assurance unto all men in
that He hath raised Him from the
dead.”

It is a *'day of wrath.” For him
who, after his hardness and impenitent
heart, treasures up himself
‘‘wrath against the day of wrath and
revelation of the righteous judgment
of God; who will render to every man
according to his geeds: to them who
by patient continuance in well-doing
seek for glory and honor and immor-

unto

tality, eternal life; but unto them that
are con'entious, and do not obey the
truth, but obey unrighteousness, indig-
nation and wrath.”

But it is also a day of perfect salva-
tion: wherefore * grieve not the Holy
Spirir of God, whereby ye are sealed
unto the day of redemption.

Without such a day Christianity has
no voice concerning the future, no
vindication of God's justice, no explan
ation of the limitation of human life
y deat b, no adcquate motive to rouse
cinners to repentance, I justificstion
b>f Christ’s sufferings and leath.

Because the unwelcome truth slips
out of the minds of men, iniquity of
all kinds

suicides. which increase in

abounds, culminating in
Christian
Jands almost as rapidly as in the days
when the legislators of pagan Rome
were compelled for the salvation of
the sta'e to consider gravely how they
Also Christ 18

sericusness of

could be checked

und >rvalued and the

antil the service of the

.

‘ but a

of amusement, and its edifice a pillax

forin of entertainment, or eveu
of individual and collective pl'ldc.
Still the voice re-echoes, * 1: 1s ap-
pomted u.to men once to die, but
Still the

last day is declared ‘‘to assert eternal

after this the Jm]gnu:ul."

justice and vindicate the ways of God
Jts function is to alarm the
may

to man.”’
sinner that by repentavce he
escape the doom, to prevent self-conti.
dence in the righteous, to deliver them
from perplexity by teaching them to
await the solution of lny.\t,crinus provi
dences * until that day,’”” and to comforg
them by the thought that it is the
Father's will that of all which He haih
given Christ He should ‘‘lose nothing,
but should raise it up again at the last
day.”

It is the last day of the dispensation
of redemption that gives human life

its immortal significance.
[s there aay way to regard the last
day of the year, the last day of life,

and the last day with calm joy ? There

) ’ dusty path lie down and die; knew the

ing honor, and growing faint in 1fe's

1 | pangs of bereavement when the deej
b

y | tween her dying child and the bosom

S

a | into womanhood she had often founc

Nor are these absolutely | treasures, and through this and more
lectual brightness and spiritual

s: | she revealed her secret.

to slumber, her last thoughts are,

Lurd and Thee,

His love and teachings are its founda-
tion.
the help of fallen humanity.

had to become flesh and dwell among

men
could he adapt his teachings to the

comprehention of men.

of the Father as to draw men, through
himself, to the Father.

Through it as an organized working

| 8 § |
Sea rolled for thousands of miles be-
where from infancy until she bloomed

‘m»lacc; has known the all-penetrating

Christianity and Infidelity
Contrgsted.

Christianity was founded by Christ.
Love moved him to come to
That he might do this effectually he

as a man. Only in this way
Only o this
way could be so demonstrate the love

Christ founded Christianity to be an
institution for seeking and saving lost
men. ** The Son of man is come to
seek and to save that which was lost.”

force he goes through the world night
and day, year in and year out, seeking
and saving men and women  This is
the high and holy mission of Chris-
tianity.

An able youngz lawyer, Howard
Russell, a week ago, in Association
Hall, this city, gave a lecture on ** A
Lawyer's Reasons for the Christian
Faith. ' After a comprehensive and
critical comparison of Christianity and
infidelity, he deduced f.ur conclusions,
each one of which is substantial by
both reason and observation. They
are as follows :

1. Christianity is an
Infidelity is a destitution.
2. Christianity in its history has
been corstructive. Infidelity has been
destructive.

3. Christianity
character. Infidelity de'orms it.

4. Christianity is eternal. Infidelity

institution.

conforms noble

1s ephemeral.

The above assertions are 8o clearly
true as to be almost self-evideat. As
an institution Christianity is an es-
tablished polity, existing as an im-
portant element in the very best and
highest civilizarion - a system of laws
which makes for peace, righteousness,
and prosperity among men. Infidehity
is well known to be the direct opposite
of this. It unbridles lust, dishonesty,
selfishness, and all the Jbaser passions
of rthe
votaries Wown to the grave in the
destitute of al

human soul, and brings its
blackness of despair,
hope for the fu ure,

Christianity, pure and simple, from
the day of the crucifix’'on of its founder
to-the present, has contributed more
to the building up of happy homes,
noble characters, prosperous states and
nations, and the establishing of peace
and righteousness, in the world than
all other influences and agencies com
bined. It alone has proved itself able

ser there 18

to tame the dest:uctive tig

in the unregenerated heart. Inidelity
has been, and still is, essentially de-
struc'ive. In proof of this we need
but point to its work during the Reign
of Terror in France. Infidelity was
on the throne there only three and a
half years,” and the whole kingdom
was drenched in blood, and the civil
institutious essential 'o soc'al peace
and prosperity almost annihilated.
That Chrisvianity conforms ncble
character is evidenced by the great
roll of eminent Christians from Paul
the apostle down to our Gladstone
and Moody of to-day. Add to this
roll of distinguished Christians the
millions of common mwen, women, and
children living to-day whose characters
are lustrous beeause of the adornment
given them by the Christian religion.
that infidelity
deforms character is evident from the
fact that the hosts of vile men and
women are all infidel. They discard
the teachings of Christianity. They
do not be'ieve in a hell ; they even
try not to believe there is a (God, and

On the other hand,

many of them seem to succeed.
Christianity is eternal. The longer
a man holds on to it the more strongly
does his faith cling to jts teachings;
least of all does he cast it aside when
face to face with death
other is it to
him most precious.
of a Christian abandoning his religion

he stands
times,
Who ever heard

1| Then, of all

4

on his deathbed or regrett ng that he

was a believer in and follower cf
Christ !
On the other hand, who ever heard
of an infidel on his deathbed rejoicing
in and boasting of his confidence in
infidelity.  While it is a universally
recognized fact that all Christians die
well, it is a fact as equally and

die hard.

they are without consolation in death.

Spirit at Pentecost came a new faith,
a new life, and a new and wonderful
power.
performs
achievements in the ‘* Book of the
Acts” ® as different from the Peter
who figures in the narrafive of the
four evangelists as a full-grown man
is from a stumbling child. He had
actu-lly
baptized with a wonderful endowment
of Christ’s Spirit, and climbed up into
a higher, purer and more heavenly
atmosphere,
original disciples probably received
the same mighty uplift, although their
peculiar experiences are not described
to us as a'e the experiences of Peter
and John.

kind but not to the same degree—has
happened to great numbers of Christ's
fol'owers tince the apostolic days.
They have had a spiritual resurrection.
They have risen into a new view of
Jesus Christ, a new fellowship with
him, and a new and wonderful inpour-
ing of his Spirit.
kindled in their souls, new joys have
been tasted, and the love of Jesus has
poured in and been shed abroad in
their hearrs.
new life, and found *‘ the things that

Filled With The Spirit.

With the baptism of the Holy

For example, the Peter who
his splendid and heroic

‘““mgen with Christ,”” been

The other ten of the

A somewhat similar experience— In

New zeal has been

They have risea into a

are above.” Many of my readers are
familiar with the remarkable experi-
ence of John Waesley (then thirty-five
years old) at that little prayer-meeting
in a court just off of Aldersgate street,
London. He tells us that on that
evening at a quarter before nine
o’clock he became strangely warmed
in spirit, and an assurance was given
him that Jesus Christ haa taken away
his sins, and saved him from the law
of sin and death. 1 once visited that
little room and 1 felt that Methodism
had there its birthplace.
President Jonathan Edwards gives
a very thrilling account of what hap-
pened to him after reading the first
chapter of Paul's first epistle  to
Timothy. He says that he had an
inlet of spiritual light and joy that was
like a revelation of the *‘things that
are above ” **From that time I began
to have a new idea of Christ, and the
work of redemption, and the glorious
way of salvation by him. I had a
view that was extracrdinary of the
glory of the Son of God, his pure and
precious grace and gentle condescen-
This hat appeared so
sweet appeared also great above the

The person of Jesus Christ
ineffably excellent with &an

sion. gracs
heavens
became
excellency great enough to swallow up
all conception. This view coutinued
about an hour, and kept me in a flood
of tears, and weeping a'oud !”
Dr. Horace Bushnell, of Hartford,
was the most brilliant genius that the

century. and bis hard common seuse

things. ‘‘On an early

American pulpit has seen during this

kept him from being a mystic. During
the fifteenth year of his mnistry he
had a marvellous revelation, enabling
him to spiritually discern spiritual
morning of

ant goodness. It is perennimlly fresh
and beautifal.
4 I will not attempt to vie with
your other sources of intellectual and
spiritual vitality in furnishing you
delightfol inf:rmation or high enter-
tainment. If they are wvaluable to
you it is because each tc whom you
give your attention is a specialist.
5 So alsoam 1 a specialist. No
one else has veen traveling my path
with Christ. No one else has met him
where | have met him. No man has
had my soul and its visin of Christ.
6. T will preach only what I believe
—the time is short.
7. I will preach only what I kaow
is supremely important to the thought
of Jesus—the time is short.
8 I will preach oaly what I have
fallen down upon and found safe and
able to bear me up—the time is short-
9, Uwill preach only what I found
true when lately I went up to the gate
of Otherwhere —the time is short.
10. 1 will preach these things with
abroluteness of conviction that God
wi'l bless us, and 1 will look for the
fruit of this ministry here, where the
time is short, and there, also, where
time shall vanish in the morning glow
of Eternity. '

B
Depend on Christ.

Reckon on Christ to do His part,
perfectly.  Directly you give, He
takes. Directly you will open the
door, He enters. Directly you will
open the floodgates, He pours in a
gorious tide of fullness—fullness of
wealth, of power, of joy. The clay
has only to be plastic to the hand of a
Palissy ; the marble has only to be
pliant *o the chisel of a Mijchael
Angelo ; the organ has only to be
responsive to the slightest touch of a
Handel ; the student has only to
follow the least hint of a Faraday or a
Whewell—ind there will be no failure
mn results. O, to be equally suscep-
tib'le to the molding influences of
Christ | We shall not fail in realizing
the highest ideal of which we are
capable if only we will let Him do
His work unhindered. — The Rev. F.
B. Meyer.
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Sorrow is apt to be selfish. The
soul occupied with i s own griefs, and
refusing to be comforted, becomes
presently a Dead Sea, tull of brine
and salt, over which the birds do not
fly, and beside which no green thing
And thus we miss the very
His

constant war is against the self-life,

grows,

lesson that God would teach us.

and every pain He inflicts is to lessen

its hold upon us. But we may thwart

|
His purpose and extract poison from

His and

alcohol from innocent p'ants.

gifts, as men get opilum
B e S

A man may be clad in purple and

fine linen, and fare sumptuously ever y

day, and yet be a very poor creatute

at hear'.
el > G~

What She Believes.

‘1 beieve Hood's Sarsaparilla is a
good medicine, because I have seen its
good effects in the case of my mother.
She has taken it when she was weak

universally notorious that all infidels
The foundations of their
unbelief ' slip from under them and

February (1848) his wife awoke to
hear that the light they had waived
for had risen indeed. She asked,
‘What have you seen ¥ He replied,
“The Gospel!” It had come to him,
not as something reasoned out, but as
an inspiration—a revelation from the
mind of God himself.” This new and
glorious conception of Jesus Christ
lifted Bushnell into a higher life, gave
him new insight and power, and
shaped all the remaining years of his
quickening and extraordinary ministry.
His voice, like the lark’s sang at
heaven’s gate.
What these three spiritual giants
experienced in a very intense degree,
is possible to us humbler mortals in a
humbler fashion. Everyone who is
now dragging out a feeble, meager
half life may rise into a full hfe. And
this is attained by a clearer view of
Jesus Christ, a more strong grasp on
Christ and a more complete yiel ling
up of the whole heart to Christ
When he lives in us more perfectly
we live higher and that is the only
legit'mate ‘‘higher life.”—Dr. Cuyler.
el
A Preacher’'s Pulpit Program.

Rev. Dr. W. Gunsaulus, after an
illness of nearly two years, is again
able for work. At the call of Plymouth
Church, Chicago, he has agreed to
preach from that pulpit every Sunday

and her health was poor and she says
she knows of nothing better to build
her up and make her feel stromng ”
Bessie M. Kxowres, Upper Wood
Harbor, N. S.

Hood's Pills cure all liver ills.
Mailed for 25¢. by C. I Hood & Co.,
Lowell, Mass.

Sore Feet —Mrs. E. J. Neili, New
Armagh, P. ., writes: ‘* For nearly
six menths I was troubled with burn-
ing aches and paius in my feet to such
an extent that 1 could not sleep at

HEALTHY. HPPY V/OMEN.

Pain and Weakness Banished

through the vse of Milburn’s
Heart and Nerve Pills.

It's sad to think that so many women

suffer from pain, Weak Spells, Heart

Palpitation,

Sinking Sensations,

Nervousness, Sleeplessness—who could
be restored to the {ull enjoyment of per.
fect health by a few boxes of Milburn'y
Heart and Nerve Pills.

There can be no question about the
efficacy of this remedy. Thousands of
women, havefound it do allthatisclaimed
for it. Here is the testimony of Mrs,
Gillen, Wesley Street, Moncton, N.B.

“ Before taking Milturn’s Heart and
Nerve Pilis I used to suffer untold agony
from violent headaches, irregular action
of the heart, together with pains or
spasms in various parts of my body.
““Sometimes I felt so weak that [ was
unable to look after my domestic duties.
However, I had to cndure this worry and
trouble, because all the remedies I tried
failed to give me relief, until happily |
heardof Milburn's Heart and Nerve Pills,
1 had only been taking them a short time
when I felt greatly benefited. This ens
couraged me to continue their use until
a complete cure was effected.

‘] have not been troubled with a head.
ache since taking these pills. They in-
creased my appetite, invigorated my en»
tire system, and gave me back my old
time strength and vigor.”

Take a Laxa-Liver Pill before retiring,
*"Twill work while you sleep without a grip
or gripe, and make you feel better in the
morning. Price 25¢c.” Soldby all druggists.
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make the best

Xmas Gifts.

BOARDERS WANTED

h R8. WM, DOWNEY, King St
' near York provides good bhoard
'-*.Yxtb large pleasant rooms, to Lady
Normsl School Rrudente, She can slway
accommodste s few trangients
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WANTFD I can em loy five men
J and three ladies to" wortk
at and around home. A good thing with
good salary for pushers

. H. LINSCOTT,
Richmond St, W. Torcnto
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guarantee that any day not yet passed
may not be the last. The King of
Terrors may arrive on lightning's flash
or by the sluggard s pace, but he may
retreat from the trembling victim
leaving him a poor, broken vessel, full
of pain and conscious only of useless
ness, to totter until even he shall come
vo count on many years, and with even

can shake;

for me
The morning light may break !’

our best friends think we are.
‘Pharisees

No fears my soul's unwavering faith
All's well! whichever side the grave
Chris. Advocate.

We should aim to be better than

aimed to make people

el Ot P

The
which Christ is urging men.

Thank the Lord for Christiani y —
for so loving the world as to give his
only begotten Son that whosoever
believeth in him might not perish, but
have everlasting life.—The Telescope.

It is always a choice of masters to
It 18 not

more alarm than thefirst shock brought
he may receive the fatal arrow in the
seat of life; while the sluggard’s pace
may at once be changed iato the tiger’s .
spring, and the confident expecter ot  pot to make vthers bDelieve they are | him
wmasuy days be borae to the' dust.

| think they are.  Their great conce

believe they were bet'er than they
really were, but real genuine Chris-
tians aim to be better than penple

istobe hoyin the s glv of God and

holy.

mark

by striking off all allegiance, but by
finding your true Lord and serving
bun with a complete submission, that
rp | you can escape from slavery. Then
give y urself (o him complerely. Let
vou & hig hy «latever

morning for one year. Iun entering
upon the work, he makes a declaration
as to the kind of message he wil
deliver.

mornings before me, 1 can waste not.

1 can idle not.

socwlogy, art, literature,

me speak on these topics.

Believing 1t wil be helpful
to preachers, we produce it as follows :
1. 1 have fifty-two precious Sunday

2. I do not know enough of policies,
music or

night, a d ss my feet were badly Mr. W

swollen I could not wear my boots for tri
; rict
weeks., At last I got a bottle of Dr, Mac
Thomas' Eclectric Oil and resolved to If‘.u“ Government deposit for security of -
try it and to my astonishment I got g((;nx‘c‘y;:olg‘o:s. Not the BIGGEST Doa
almost instant relief, and the one - llis.
bottle accomplished a perfect cure. This i
RN Lo SRR o ¥ A S SR R THE B EST - five or
Try Dr. Low's Pleasant L back, h
Worm Syrup if children are Policies indisputable after two jyear® kidney
non-forfeitable sfter three years premiunm when d
troubled with worms. It al-|j,vebeenpaid. Special advantagesgiven to tl |
ways works well. Price 25c. y “:et l}°'
) bsslduindl et al s at I c
No disease can resist the powerful TOTAL ABSTAINERS. §Se§0:
n)ng:dl\cﬂ pr‘}‘)ertle: ((;f tl)iur;lloufk Blt}))ud Doa’s: be hackuasd  abcnt sskipy Pills at
Jitters, as is proved by the Iact that | agent for irformatior. belore ipsuri’EEl | for one
thousands of the most obstinate cases | eisewhere; get a copy of Our Advocate an ' I regarc
have been cured and permanently! the Reyort for 1896, | mony tc
cured by the uee of this best of all Call and see the policies in issue. | am only
remedies. E. R. MACHUM, all sufte
G ot. John, N. B. formé#”
Manager for Maritime Provincé. Doan’
W. L. McGEE, ;emadyi

v Y,
Agent at Fiedericton. ndas &
- Wi of childs
$1.25, all
l Co}.{, Tor
50 YEARS' M aiiothe:
EXPERIENCE Pk
| | 7Y CHU
Our little girl’s humor commenced with a ; Purest ca
tiny sore on one nostril, but it kept on spread- : McSHAN
ing till we thought she would never get it . s :

cured. We tried everything we could get,
but it kept getting larger all the time, till
both nostrils, the upper lip, a part of the lower
lip, and up one side to the eye, were a solid sore.
We thought there was no cure, and that she
would be digfigured for life. Finally we tried
CuriovrA REMEDIES. We used CUTICURA
ResoLvENT and nearly a box of CUTICURA
(ointment), and in a short time she was en-

é
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Handbook on PAter

science to justify your coming to hear

3. | know here but one thing. My

S8rexnY CURE TREATMENT FOR TORTURING, DISF

of CuTicury I "0

theme has the breaath of God s love,

fold thronghout the world. PoTTe DRUG A.

, marks he will.—Phillips Brooks.

and the many-sidedness of his abund.

CoRP., Props., Boston,

tirely well, with no scar or trace of the humor. ,special notice, without charge, in the
Mrs. WM. CHIC HESTER, Plainville, Ct. ]

oRING HUMORS, wiTH Loos oF Hate, —Warm batiswi
Cvrujvn oA p, gentle anointings with CuTiICUKA, wnd
mwild “Ts p

g rmtrnc. MONN &0

Scientific America

1
(A mely illustrated weekly. lLargestg
culatien of .gxy scientific oums’l. Terms.
our months, $1. 80)* by all nowld'
|
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