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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER.

JAN, 19, 1898

“ Hold Thou My Hands, ”

“ Hold Thon my hands!
In grief axd joy, io hope and fear,
Lotd, let me feel that Thou art near ;

Hold Thou my hands !

“If e’er by doubts
Of Thy good Fatherhood depressed,

Hold Thou my hands !

“ Hold Thou my hands!

These passionate hands too quick to smite;
Theee bands so eager for delight ;
Hold T'hou wy hands !

“ And when at length,
With darkered eyes and fingers cold,
I seek rome lost loved banrd to bold,
Hcld Thoo my bard ”
el

God's{Unspeakable Gift.

The Gospels surround the birth of
Jesus with an atmosphere of prophecy.
T'he sacred story does not linger upon
the manger and the babe, but hastens
on to tell the significance of this
divine event. Salvation, revelation,
peace among men, a new order, a
kicgdom of heaven on earth, this is
the key-note of the gospel of the
infancy.

" Christmas is the day of gifts. At
no time in the year do we think so
much of the happiness of others as st
t)w.i ‘hristmas season. This fact alone
makes Christmas a means of grace,
Apart from religious considerations,
the practice of making on this day our
ofterings of gratitude and affection to
those we love has rendered Christmas

beautiful. The day is an annual in-
centive to kindness and unselfishness.
e

1ts memories and associations touch

hcan'ts and purses not ;ll\\:ny\' accessible

on other days. Who can tell how
much of the joy of giving men, women,
and children get to themselves in
offering on this day their gifts and
tokens of affection !

It is no accident that Christmas is

the
meaning is found in the fact that on

world’s gift tune. Its «lu'}wl'
this day we celebrate the bestowment
s

of God’s unspeakable gift to the wor'd

It should

add new meaning, dignity, and sweet-
ness to this day to consider tke mean-

-
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

ing and value of this gift.

Ome purpose of Jesus was to give
the light of the knowledge of God’s
glory. In a word, he reveals God to
It is that God had not
been unknown before Christ. Through

men. true

visions and inspirations granted to
holy men of old he had revealed him-
self.
he bhad gone before the children of

In a visible symbol of his glory

Israel on their way to the land of
promise, and had abode in their sanc.
tuary. On Sinai, tremulous with the ¢
God
spoken. Through prophet and through

thunders of divine law, had
psalmist he had revealed his will and
his judgments, but all these were but
a grander and com-

the faint flush of

the foregleams of
pleter revelation, —
morning licht on the eastern horizon
that
Greater than the angels who had re-

heralds the splendors of day:-
vealed God in the olden time, greater
than Moses, who was the mediator of
the old covenant, is this Son, who,
though heir of all things was made in
his humiliation a little lower than the
angels for the sufferings of death, that
he, by the grace of God, shou'd ‘‘taste
death for every man.”

Jesus reveals in his own person the
nature of &od as it
vealed before his coming.

could not be re-

Words of
prophet and poet issuing from an
inspired soul, commands and laws of
God, may teach us much of him, but
no swords, though they be those of
an archangel, no voices, though they

speak direct from heaven itself, can
teach us of God as the personal revela-
tion in the divine Son can do. No
poetry, though it be the most exquisite
ever written, no description, though it
be in language of the utmost power
and tenderness, can make us know the
love of a human friend as the personal
friendship of that friend can make us
know it. These revelations are besg
made, not through words, but through
Thus is God's revelation
It is his
filled with divinity

personality.
of himself

life
that teaches us, as nothing else does

made in Jesus,.
radiant and

or can, what God is.

Jesus is also a gift of example. His
ife is the divine pattern set for our
lives. It is true, he was divine, we
But it is also true that
he was in areal and profound sense
human, dwelling under the conditions

of our life, and capable of being touch- |

are human.

ed with the feelings of our infirmities. { will probably live longer than anything

Jesus would lay his sublime life down
alongside of our weak and erring lives;
and, thovgh that life is a powerful
rebuke to our sins, it is still the hope
of our lives and the pledge of the
untold possibilities which grace may
develop in them. Laws and maxims
can do something toward setting forth

the ideal life of man, but that ideal
can only be perfectly revealed in a

of a landscape or a sunset, but how
much more Nature herself! The artist
can show us a model of our friend’s
face, but it is at best a description ; it
helps us to remember how our friend
looss, but it cannot speak ; it has no
warmth, no glow of actual affection.
Such are all means of presenting the
1 cannot find in Thee my rest, ideal life of man as compared with the
personal Christ.
pictures compared with the actual
personality and presence of the one
we love.

They are but as

And here is something which dis-
tinguishes Christianity most widely
from all other forms cf religion. The
ethnic religions have many lofty
maxims and wise and just laws, but
they can point to no such founder and
pattern as Jesus was. There is
Muhammadanism taking its rise in
Muhammad, at first a recluse, then a
warrior and persecutor; Booddhism,
with its legends of its ascetic author
Booddha, and the rest. What hope
for human society would there be
were the authors of these religions the
ideals of human life? Were the world
to turn and follow consistently after
Muhammad, it would present a civili-
zation like that of Turkey. which
stands, where she must stand so long
as Islam reigns supreme, in the very
lowest place on the scale of European
nations.

The personal Christ, and he alone,
is the world’s life-pattern. His Ilife
marks the goal of our effort and our
‘““ Let this you
which was also in Christ” is the loftiest

mind be in

})\'I‘('. !

|
maxim of life. Did the motives which ;
reigned in the life of Jesus rule in the |
lives of men everywhere, the cries of |
earth’s H;p)‘('\.\rl{ and down IX‘H(L]RH?
the

are wrung from countless |

millions would cease ascending,
tears that
eyes by man’s inhumanity to man
would be dried, and the murderous |

thunders of war would be hushed in'

the silence of universal peace, of good- | more constantly. As I did se,
will. ! came more and more interested.’

And Christ is a gift of sacrifice. He wife i”“,]-l,(,sed, ‘“ He became so
taught usthat the divine natureis love, | interested that he would hurry away
and that love is vicarious. Nay, he
did more than teach us this. He | [f he went out on

wrought out this grand truth in the
life he lived and in the death he died.
Man is ruined by sin. God loves him
still, and Jesus’ life and death of sacri-
fice are the crowning proof of that love,
and the
agonies of Calvary tell what God’s love
will do for man. On his heart the Son
of God bore the weight of the werld’s
in that men might bear 1t no more.

The sorrows of Gethsemane

A

‘ould anything be more touching than
his sacrifice of God in Christ? Could
anything yield us such views of God’s

S~

nature as this? Can anything so prove '

nd impress upon us the love of Ged?

>

Can anything so proc'aim the justice
of God as the severity of the Saviour’s

icarious suffering? Th's gift of sacri-

-

fice is God’s testimony to the gilt ofsin,

but it is also his sublimest proof and

pledge of love, most deep and tender,

for our souls, and is the proclama‘ion

grandest ever made from heaven to |

earth, that One has already ‘‘borne

our griefs and carried our sorrows,”
and that unto him every weary, heavy-

laden soul may come and find rest.

‘“Yea, once, Immanuel’s orphaned cry

his universe hath shaken ; ‘
[t went up single, echoless, ‘My God,

| am forsaken !

It went up from the holy lips amid his

lost creation,
'hat, of che lost, no son should use
those words of desolation.”
-—8. 8. Times.
el O O P
Do not wait fur somebody to call upon

—

you for your subscripti n to the INTELLI- | the more wimmning aspects of the
i tintg Give personal attention to the | Gognel, or on the more alarming
- features. Perhaps he has divorced

Getting Out of the Ruts.

The minister of a noa-evangelical
church was once asked, ‘‘What do you
consider to be vour duties as pastor?”’
He replied, promptly and tersely,
**To preach twice on Sundav and to
keep the Society together. ”” Probably
ministers not a few, if they were living
in the palace of trnth, would make a
similar reply, although the sphere of
duties would be so far enlarged as to

the

the Sunday school,

include weekly prayer-meeting,
pastoral visiting,
weddings and funerals.  But is there

nothing more than this ? T'he real aim

( he begins to draw out the speckled life. For after he had been shown

beauties. The minister says bohim-l
self, ** 1 am discharging all the pre-
scribed duties; I am preaching the
truth; I am giving a suitable portion
of my time to study; I am visiting |
with system; but there are no results ;
what now ¥° He asks wisdom from
God. He says, ‘O Lord, I must suc
ceed. Thou hast not called me to
failure; but how succeed ?"” Presently
something is suggested to his eager
mind; perhaps a teachers’ meeting ;
perhaps some new moveme¢nt among
the young people; perhaps a reading
circle; perhaps a. fresh method of con-
ducting the prayer-meeting, the enlist-
ing of more voices, the introduction of
novel topics, growing out of the
personal experiences of the members ;
perhaps a meeting in some outlying
district ; perhaps the awakening of a
new interest in missions ; perhaps a
conference with some neighboring
minister, who has been blessed with
success, followed by an interchange of
labor, the sole object of the inter-
change being, not rest, but the deepen-
ing of interest and the salvation of
souls.

A successful pastor recently said in
a public meeting, ‘‘Once, when every-
thing seemed dnll, 1 invited, on San-
day, any to meet me on Tuesday even-

ing who would pledge themselves to
labor and pray for the salvation of one
particular soul, I want .aone but
these.” He added, ‘I thought possibly
there might be six. There were six-
teen. As they prayed and talked,
their earvestness increased. The next
; and presently

of a revival.’

week there were more
we were in the midst
The writer once spent a few days in
Pittsfield, Mass., during a religious
awakening, and asked the pastor, the

late Dr. Lemuel Porter. if he could

explain how the work began. He | ing and deceiving if possible even the

said, ‘‘I was led to read the Bible

hasten back to his study. He would
rise earlier to have half an hour more; | ¢

it was difficult to get him out of his | not mean merely a passive desire to be
good and to grow in spirit, bnt it means
a calling in of all the energies of the

my preaching, making it more earnest, | physical and spiritual man, and such a
consecration of all to the conflict of life,

study for anything. The minister
went on, ‘“‘Gradually all this affected

more spiritual ; presently there came

what you see.” Another pastor ad-

dressed a note to a hundred young [believe the things we teach.
been said that a misdirected or feeble

energy is better than no energy at all,
and so it is in the Christian life, for it | sonal feelings on the subject.—S. S.
is better to try to walk and fall a hun- | Times.

dred times, than forever to sit still
fearing to rise lest you fall.

men asking them to put on the inclosed
postal card, without their names, what
was the besetting sin of young men.
Then, upon the basis of these replies,
he preached a series of Sunday evening
sermons, addressed to young men, on
these The result was seen in
increased congregations and in con-
A shrewd pastor omce said,
““There was somée religious interesc ;

sins.
versions,

there were some 1nquirers who would

wait after the evening meeting for | come into the father’s presence, that|Geo. Kirkpatrick, Windsor, Nova
conversation. With one woman 1 had | Sin just rises up between us and God, | Scotia.

often talked, without result. She |and we can go no further. We *‘roll : T . .
seemed very much opposed to the |1Uasasweet morsel underour tongues,” | _Hoops Pruis cure all liver ills.

truth. After asking God for guidance,
I determined on a different course. At
the next inquiry meeting, I passed
directly by her without a word. This
apparent neglect accomplished what
no amount of attention would have
done. She came to me overwhelmed
with a sense of her conditioa, and soon
found the Lord. ”

Perhaps the minister will realize, on
looking back, that he} has preached
constantly on one class of subjects, on

his pastoral work from the pulpit.
Perhaps he has preached too much
about passing events, too much about
the times and too little about the
eternities ; or again, he has neglected
to engage the attemtion of the people
by the improvement of enrrent events.
There should be no foolish pride of
consistency, no blind obstinacy and
sticking to a course because he has
once adopted it.— The Examiner.
BB S

A year’s subecription to the INTELLIGEN
CER costs less than half a cent a day,

—— - —

gSpiritual Growth.

of the minister is success. This be ng
fixed as his end, the next thing is how!
In a conversation with General A. H.
Terry, General Sherman said, *‘Where
Grant excelled everybody else was in
{ his magnificent resolution. If one
method failed, he would try another;
but the end must be reached.” Mr.
Beecher, in his Yale lectures, which
else that he ever did, likens the
who comes to an unfamiliar locality,
and asks, ‘‘ Are there treut in that
stream?!’ *‘Oh, yes " the oldresidents
tell him, ‘‘there are trout enough, but
nobody can catch them, ” “S«A;, they
will not bite ? I will see,” and he tries
one bait, and then another, puts on

person. The painter can do something
toward presenting us with a conception -

minister to an enthusiastic sportsman, |

different hooks, uses one after an)

other all sorts of flies, until by and | with which the rich young man came
by, to the amazement of everybody, to Jesus asking for the way to etercal the morning will greatly increase one’s

———

BY REV. W. C. SHUPP, IN TELESCOPE.
This is a subject that has disturbed
and hearts of sincere,

heavenly-minded men ever since the

the minds

creation, and will continue to do se as
long as humanity continues in a world
where good and evil are placed side by
side;as long, even, as our own goodness
, depends in any measure on our own
| actions. Volumes have been written
upon the subjeect; sermons, lectures,
and addresses have been delivered or
printed and sent everywhere, but still
the world is asking, ‘‘How may we

| attain unto grester spiritual energy and
God-like life?”

‘and we are told that he

a one by the power «f God take on a

he will find himself in difficulties out
of which the infinite power of God
alone can help him.

danger line of worldliness as possible-

the positive than from the negative
side.
that is questionable and yet not offend
God, but how much can I do to please
him.
to the “‘Delectable Meountains”
through the ‘‘Valley ¢f Humiliation,’
and up a steep,

struggle.

elect.
[ be- f mad course,

His | heroic struggle against it we shall be
swept over the Niagara of worldly
pleasures and pursuits, or else be slow-

from the table to get to his reading. |ly submerged in the refined, so-called _
““The | °F hours, may bring us to feel that we

can hardly hope ever to be up and
about again with our former vigor. In
the one case we are all hope ; in the
other, we have none.
in both instances,

an errand he would | Christianity of the present day.
kingdom of heaven suffereth violence,

plamnly the way, he was not willing to
pay the price, for it meant a complete
surrendering of his all to Jesus Christ,
‘‘went away
sorrowful.”

How many a Christian, and even
how many that stand on the walls of
Zion and declare the life-giving word,
and who lead the flock into green pas-
tures, are themselves starving, until in
the words of the Psalmist their bones
look and stare upon them. They dry
up and die for the want of water while
pointing others to the wells «f living
water, not because they do not know,
but just because they are unwilling to
pay the price. The ‘‘price” is their all.
It costs ‘‘the world.” Some ove said |
after listening to a great evangelist, ‘1|
would give the werld for such power.”
He was told that that was exactly the
price of real power with God and man.
1t means deadly conflict with sin. The
easy-going, satistied professor of Chris-
tianity seldom meets with decisive
opposition from Satan. But let such

new life and begin to be a mighty op-
ponent of the adversary, business, and

Then it means
that I must get just as far from the

It is a fulfilling of the law rather from

It is not how much can I do

John Bunyan said that the way
was
)
rocky ascent which
mly the bravest dare to traverse.

We are in the midst of a mighty
Satan is in the world seduc-

The world is tushing on in its
unless we make a

and

and the violent take it by force,” does

It has

Many prevent the entering in of the

pure sunlight of heaven by living in | resolved to try Hood’s Sarsaparilla.
known sin. Oh, how that destroys our | Aiter taking one bLottle I found that

happiness and breaks our communica-
tions with heaven, for when we would

and for the sake of momentary debas-
ing pleasure we forfeit the pure, life-
giving happiness which springs from
true service and consecration.
Perhaps but few realize the powerful
hold worldly-mindedness has upon
them. If you are tempted to think
this means some one else, just try to
think undividedly of heavenly things
for half an hour and you will probably
find more worldliness hidden away in
your heart than you were aware of.
While we need in some measure to
mind the things of this life, yet they
ought to be to us as outer garments
that can be put aside at will. But alas,
how often do these things become very
““hone of our bone, and blood of our
blood”! We tryto approach the Father,
but there is a ‘‘great gulf fixed” over
which we canunot pass. We have for-
gotten the language’of the Spirit and
could not understand if he spoke to us
Then we must set a strict watch
upon our words and thoughts, and give
no place in our minds or on our lips to
anything unholy if we wonld enjoy
much of his presence. For the One
we would invite to dwell within is holy
and ‘‘cannot look wpon sin with any
degree of a'lowance.”
One thing especially essential to
rapid and permanent spiritual growth
is extended da'ly communion with the
Father. Itis not enough that we
spend a few paltry minutes each day
in *‘family worship,” but there ought
to be a systematic giving of a consider-
able portion of time each day to the
prayerful study of God's holy Word,
and to meditation and prayer. It takes
time to be holy, jusc as surely as it
takes time for any great undertaking.
This is a busy world. And especially
is this a busy age, in which men are
wearing and tearing themselves to
pieces that they may gain an advantage,
and we are prone to say that we have

The reason in part for such a eon-
dition is, that very much of the inquiry
in this direction is in the nature of that

not time for such devotions; but the
' real fact is we are so busy we cannot

courage and power to meet the battles
of the day By it we take into our
confidence One who is abundantly able
to meet every difficulty that may arise.
Take time to be holy, for the history
of the race teaches clearly that those
who have left the greatest blessings to
the world were those who tarried long
at the feet of the Great Teacher and
there learned to live well.
et ™

The INPELLIGRNCER should be put into
the hanos of every new member of a church,

e e e { ;5‘

I

Earnest Preaching. \7

| quent weakness of preaching is that it

seem that we are in danger of sickness
or physical suffering. But a temporary
attack of disease, even for a few days

follow each day in our present life.
: Our feelings are usually wrong ; they
as to show to the world that we really | unduly influenced and swayed by mere-

Perhaps one great reason of the fre-

is not in dead earnest. Nc other
preaching is worth while. If you see
not the eyes of yeur congregation eager
on you, but the topsof their headsbow-
ing politely towards yon, then you
must bestir yourself ; for you are not
preaching, only prosing. Archb shop
Whately says that a good preacher
preaches because he has something to
say, a poor one because he has to say
something. That is just the difference.
There never can be too much of dead
earnest preaching There is no man so
much in demand to-day as the preacher
all on fire with his theme. Whenever
he comes, his welcome goes before him.
Even if men stone him, still he sits his
throne and rules the hearts of men.
There are no triumphs of the past so
great as the triumphs of speech, from
Demosthenes down to Gladstone, from \
John the Baptist to Whitefield. Men

bow absolutely before the magic of

Word.—Church Union.
ey m—

Frevinegs AN Unsare Guipg.— Our
personal feelings are not a safe guide
even as to our condition or prospects.
When we are in bounding health, with-
out an ache or a pain, we forget that
we ever felt otherwise, and it does not

We are in fault
Hope is a duty in

the darkest hour. Darkness is sure to

ly temporary considerations. The
words of the doctor or the nurse, or of
the Great Physician, are a surer guide
to your true condition than your per-

el P
Appetite and Strength,

‘I have been a victim of indigestion,
and I took medicire without relief. 1

my appetite was better and I had more
strength. [ am now able to eat heartily
without any distress afterward.” Mrs.

Mailed for 25¢. by C. 1.
Lowell, Mass.

Hood & Co.,

There is not a more dangerous class
of disorders than those which affect the
breathing organs. Nullify this danger
with Dr. Thomas’ Eclectric Oil— a pul-
monic of acknowledged efficacy. It
cures lameness and soreness when ap-
plied externally, as wellas swelled neck
and crick in the back; and, as an inward
specific, possesses most substantial
claims to public confidence.

—

Life Destroying Croup Cured.

GenTs.—1 have used Hagyard's
Yellow Oil in my family for croup and
bronchitis during the past 12 yeaas
and never found it to fail. It cures
every time. Ihave recommended it to
my neighbors and they keep it on
hand. I would not be without it for
ny price.
Mzs. Hexry WARDEN,
Winthrop, Ont.

e o e e e e

The Best Ever Used.

Messrs. T. Milburn & Co:
Dear Sirs,—I can recommend Dr,
Wood’'s Norway Pine Syrup as the
very best medicine for coughs and colds
sore throat and weak lungs, which |
have ever used.
Yours truly,
Wwm. FEeRrRy,
Blenheim, Ont,

BEAUTIFUL
SKIN

Soft, White Haunds with Shapely Nails, Luxu-
riant Hair with Clean, Wholesome Scalp, pro-
duced by CUTICURA SOAP, the most effective
skin purifying and beautifying soap in the
world, as well as purest and sweetest, for
toilet, bath, and nursery. The only preventive
of inflammation and clogging of the PORES.

(Uticura

S0ar is sold throughout the world. Porrxr DRuG AND
Cugum. Corr., Sole Props., Boston, U. 8. A,

o~ ‘' How to Purify and Beautify the Skin, Scalp,
and Hmr,"” mailed free,

afford to neglect it, for a season of
sweet communion with the Father in

NEVER
NO! NEVER

In the history of the House Furnishing
basiness in New Brunswick, has such
aa opportunity been offered to get
gocds at first cost as now in J. G.
McNALLY'S

GRAND CLEARANCE SALE

Look the house over to-day, think
how great. an improvement a few
things here and there will make,
Furuitore, Carpets, Crockery, Glass-
ware, Lampe, Table Cutlery, Silver-
ware and Fancy Goods. Come while
the stock is large in each department
and you can besuited with poods for
Christmaes, both usefut and ornamental.

WE ARE SELLING OUT

Choice and Cheapness are yours if
you come in time.

Jas. G. McNally.

DR. F. W. BARBOUR

New Denfal Offices,
COR. QUEEN AND YORK ST

speech. It is not in vain that the high- Every kind «f Dentistry by lates
est revelation of God is called the | methods, Painless extracting by Hale

method, Gas, Ether or Chloroform.
Young lady in atiendance,
Open evenings ut present.

Wanted

AGENTS : In every district on the con
tl‘nent Yo take orders for high-grade
Canadian-grown N ursery Stock and Seeds.
Largest and most complete assortment in
the trade. Fast selling specialties; superb
sawples furnished free: correspondence in
sny Janguage. These positions are money
makers, and territory should be secured at
once for the season by all hustlers looking
or a gcod thing. Ovur salary or commission
offers will interest anyone not earning
i$1000.00 per year, Get in communication
with our pearest office.

An opportunity to represent a well estab-

lisbed house. Ability more important than
experience,

Luke Brothers Company,
International Nurser es,
Cuicaco, ILL.. MONTREAL, QUE.,
RocHesTER, N, Y.

Notice to Blacksmiths.

2 cars Refined Iron and Steel, 10 Bellows
10 Anvils, 12 Solid Box English Vices,
1 car Horse Shoes, light pattern, 25 Kegs
Toe Weights Steel ‘3hoes, 50 Kegs Com-
mon Steel Shoes, 50 Chaldrons Black-
smith Coal, Rasps, Files, Drills Taps and
Dies.
For sale low by

JAMES S, NEILL

Agens Sell “Klondike Gold
Fields’

Likq a whirlwind. Experienced vanvasser
reaping ths richest harvest ofe their lives
new beginners doing wonders. Nearly
everybody subseribes. One young fellow
oua farm at $1200 a month is making
§75.00. A lady type-writer at $3.00 a
is clearing $11.00, A mechanic who had
earned $1.50 a day i clearing $5.00 a day
We want more acents. Canvassing outfit
25 cts., worth $1.00.

THEBRADLEY-GARRETSON QO.Ltd

1he Temperonce and General
L1e Assurance Co.

Full Government deposit for security of

policy-holders. Not the BIGGEST
company but

THE BEST.

Policies indisputable after two years
non-forfeitable after three yesrs premium
« ve been paid. Special advantages given to-

TOTAL ABSTAINERS.

Don’t be backward about asking the

agent for informatior, before insuring

elsewhere; get a copy of Our Advocate and

the Rey ort for 1896,
Call and see the pclicies in issue.

E. R. MACHUM
St. John, N. B.
Manager for Maritime Provinces

W. L. MeGEE,
Agent at Fredericton.

50 YEARS® ~
EXPERIENCE

TRADE MARKS
DESIGNS

CoPYRIGHTS &cC.
Anyone sending a sketch and ducﬂgﬂon may
quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an
invention is probably table. Communica-
tions strictly confident Handbook on Patents
sent free. Oldest ngenoy for securing ents.

Patents taken through Munn & Co, receive
special notice, without charge, in the

Scientific American,

A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest cir-
culation of any Terms, $3 &

- BABY HUMORS [7ed %5 Corievis Rek e, |

ear ; 10ur MORLHS, gl%ﬁ“mli newsdealers.
m é.co 36 1Broadway, N"J%ﬂ

ce, ‘l ¥ St., Washiogton,

p———
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