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My Prayer.
Being perplexad I say,
““Lord, maks it right.
Night is as day to Thee,
Darkness islight.
I am afraid to touch
Things that involve so much;
My trembling hand may shake,
Unopskilfual, it may break ;
Thine can make no mistake.”

Being in doubt I say,
** Lord, make it pla'n
Which i3 the true, safe way ;
Which would be vain.
I am not wise to know,
Nor sure of foot to go ;
My blind e;es cannot see
What is so clear to Thee.
Lord, make it clear to me.”
D e
The Claims of God Upon our
Property.

No true Christian will for a moment
think of denying that all which he
seems to possess belongs in rea'ity, in
a far profounder sense, to Him who
has made and redeemed him. The
only defeasible poeition for him is that
of a trustee under orders, or a steward
put for a season in charge te carry
out the Master’s will. Every expendi-
ture must be contrelled not by our
own selfish individual wishes or
interests, but in accordance with His
commands. To apprepriate money
contrary to His will, or even in uster
indifference thereto, is misappropria-
tion for the disciple of Christ, whether
he has come to see it or not. This
is a doctrine not to be gainsaid. If
we belong to Jesus, being bought with
His precioas blood, and having mors-
over put ourselves wholly into His
hand by a personal surrender—**‘Who-
soever he be of you that forsaketh not
all that he hath he cannot be My
disciple” —then it follows clearly that
but

be used with a

our possessions are not our own,

are a sacred trust to

single eye to the promotion of God's |
glory and
kingdom.

The general principle is readily ad-

His !

!

the extension of

mitted, but when it comes to the
practical details of administration
there is far less unanimivy. Nothing

is easier than to evade the demands
which God makes upon our pocket-
books. If one is so disposed (such is
the complexity and perversity of
human nature), he can, while declar-
ing that he is all the Lord’s, find a
hundred fairly plausible excuses for
putting off the Almighty with a miser-
able pittance of his earnings. And
even where there is the utm st
honesty, it is not always altogether
easy to precisely what is
right. God’s will does not seem to be
revealed in the matter so explicitly as
to leave room for difference of
Equally conscientious and
intelligent men take varying views.
In the old dispensation God treated
His people as children, for they were
in & low state of development, and
laid down very precise rules as to
their offerings. Then He prescribed
the tithe. But in the new dispensa-
tion we are treated as adults and put
on our honor. We are given an
insight into the principle that should
govern and then are expected to use

ascertain

no
opinion.

our intelligence in working out rules
for our own guidance. It is not any
longer the letter of the law that binds
us, but the spirit of the Gospel.

Wha

are at liberty to take advantage of this

follows from this ! That we

freedom from legil bondage to indulge

our selfishness, to give little or nothing

for the support of divine wership, the
spread of divine truth, and the relief
of suffering That we can dismiss the
whole subject from wughts, or
treat it in the careless and ind:fferent
way that 18 s) comunon, giving when |
we dfeel hike it or happen have
something in hand, doling out a dime
on retigion vr chart y while we lavish
dollars on luxury Nay, verily. It

i8 not conceivable that such is God s
plan for His people in these latter and
That

strous conclusion, a miserable perver

bet er days. would be a mon-
sion of privilege.

The truly Christian course, we

venture (o aflfirm, is for each man
deliberately, thoughtfully, prayerful-
ly, to settle for himself, 1 view of all
the Scripture precedents and declara-
tions, in view of the state ot the world
and the crying needs of so many good
causes on every hand, what propor-
tion of his income should be statedly,
systematically, assigned to wmeeting
these needs. ‘‘ As God hath prosper
ed him " read the Apostle’s command
to the members of his churches,
“‘upon the first day of the week let
every one lay by ” what is fitting.
The proportion should certainly be
different with different persons. In
the expenditure of the wealthy God
should have the leading place. In
the expenditure of all there should be
self denial. Comforts and gratifica-
tions, in themselves innocent, should
be surrenderad in order to do good.

We have no right to wait till all our

out amd set aside in the beginning,
and then we should manage to live
upen the rest.

Is there any better plan ? We know
of none. We certainly have no quarrel
with those who have conscientiously
concluded —reasoning from the analogy
of God's dealings +with His chosen
people in the olden time and noting
our larger opportunities in these days
—that one-tenth of their income is the
minimum which, under all ordinary
conditions, it will be pleasing to the
Lord that thoy devote specifically te
His more immediate service. But we
are vehemently opposed to any and all
attempts to impose the tithing systemy

apon the conscien:e as a Christian
obligation. Sure we are that many
should give .much more than this.

Aud it appears to us quite possib'e
that some will be justified in giving
less. “Let every man be fully per-

in his own mind.” *“To his
own or falleth.
Who art thou that judgest anmother
man'se servant 7’ Only let us, while
standing fast in this liberty wherewith
Christ hath made us free guard against
being eatangled in the yoke of covet-
ousness, and care'ully remember the
great priaciple, than which nothing is
more fundamenial to the Gospel:
“‘None of us liveth to himself.” Then
will come #s a natural result that syste-

maitic, bountitul beneficence which i8

suaded

master he standeth

the only safeguard against the growth
of selfishness, the spontaneous dicta-
tion of true gra‘itude to God, the sure
prompting of love for Christ and sym-
pathy with His work—in short, the
matchless measure of personal piety.
—Zion’s Herald.
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Starving Sin.

Sin, like all other roots and vegeta

tions, grows by what it feeds upon If

| it were not nourished it would die. It

| draws its own increasing strength from

Ite life |
Sin’'s soil is the soul.

a decadent human nuture,
comes of death.
Thnerein it finds its ready nutriment;
therein, plant-like, it spreads its roots
in complete confidence of sympathetic
support. More than this, sin is a
banyan tree, which, discontent with
what of nourishment it secures from
the soil of any one soul, strikes its
spreading branches down into other
hearts too.

Sin have its food. Like a
treacherous beast it lieth at the door,
sneaking at the portal of human life,
realy to Lruant
thought, to make its own wandering
impulse; like a roaring lion it walketh
up and down the earth seeking whom
it may devour Sin is the insatiate,
inappeasable thing.

must

pounce upon any

It is always hun-
gry, always eager to constract its own
fibre out of the fleshly follies of the
sons of men. The problem of evil is,
The situa-
tion is most serious, absolutely hope-
less, from the human point of view.
For sin is not only an original deterior
ation of humanity, but a continual pro-
cess of moral decay.

therefore, a complex one.

It is a constant
possibility, and except as divine grace
retards the depraved development,
arresting the evil activity, an iccessant
practice.

But if sin may™e-fed, it can also be
starved. It is not a necessary evil,

Human nature here below is indeed
fallible and peccable, but it need not
#in, it ought not to sin. There is noth-
ing either rational or excusable about
wrong-doing, which is simply the thing
The true way of

that must not be.

dealing with evil, therefore, is to cut
it off from its base of supplies, to de-
strov its eommissariat. Starve sin.

The human heart is a congenial seed
garden of evil, a hot-house full of in.

cipient wickedness, fecund with multi-

tudes of possible deprav ties. If, then,
the iniquities are to be diminished,
the supply must be cut off at the fount.
'l‘lll.- i ,\}' he a t‘«»lll[tl lwtlx d no '))’ L ]\t*
actual de truction of the human soul

itself, which is impracticable and un
thinkable, but by its regeneration
The old heart may, by the gracious

divine processes of regeneration, be
superseded by a new nature uncongen-
ial to

floating about in the world seeking a

sin. The seeds of evil, ever
lodgment, wiil then fall upon a- soil
fortified against their pernicious activi-
ties will not
agree, and sin will languish because it
dries up at its roots and finds no hand

outstretched to replant and revive-it.

The two principles

As the process of sanctification ad\—
vances in she soul of the believer, sin
finds less and less to live upon, until,
on the admission of the spirit to the
perfect glery of the heavenly state, no
vestige of the formerly luxuriant
growths of evil will remain. What
Shelley called ‘‘the ineradicable taint
of sin’ will be known no more. Mean
while it is the duty of every believer
to make sure that he is not in his own
heart-life providing sin with those
congenial soils and supports wh ch will
assist its development and spread. The

wants are supplied before giving to
God's work. He should come hrst.
His part should be scrupulously taken

| surest protection against evil is to live
i+ an atmosphere of good. When the
mind *‘thinkeih 0o evil, ' much of evil,

in a sense, ceases to exist for that soul;
when the imagina‘ion is chastened and
restrained from perilous wanderings
along forbidden paths of gross sugges-
tion, purity becomes increasingly a
realization; when the heart is possessed
by an overmastering love for the Son
of God, sin retreats before che expul-
sive power of such a divine affection;
when the hand is occupied with good
works little leisure is left for unnight-
eous doings, since Satan finds scarcely
any work for busy hands to do. The
evil in this case goes because there is

| little left to a'tract and support it. Sin

is starved cut. Where good fully
occupies the ground, evil cannot come
Where all is a wheat field,
thickly s »wn with valuable grain, small
Christian
workers are successful both with them-
selves and others, when they proceed
aceording tn this method. Pluck up
the good! may
appear to be a sound principle. Plant
the good and thus prevent the evil ! is
a better method. Preempt the heart
with grace; starve sin out.—New York
Observer.
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Sacrificing to Save.

A fundamental law of salvation is
sacrifice. ~Without the shedding of
blood there is no remission of sins.
Jesus died that men might live. The
law of redemp'ion, perfectly wrought
out on Calvary, extends throughout
the Christian institution and to the end
of time. Paul says, *‘I fill up that
which is behind of the sufferings of
Christ,” and ‘‘suffer all things lest I
should hinder the gospel of Christ.”
Believers must not seek to please
themselves if they are to help their
fellowmen.

to s[hy.
is left for the tares.

room

the evil and plant

All the glorious vicvories
of the milicant church were bought by
self-denial and personal sacrifice.
Without the mind of Christ his dis-
cip'es are impotent. But this mind
led our Lord, though *‘in the form of
God,” to ““count it nota prize to be on
with God,” so that he
“emptied himself, taking the form of
a servant, being made in the likeness
of man and being fashioned as a man,
he humbled himself, becoming o' edient
even unto death, yea the death of the

cross,” and all this to rescue mankind
from sin.
If we are to carry out the will of our

glorified Saviour, his example of conde-
scension and self-denial must be con-
stantly presented from the pulpit, and
carr ed forward through the activities
of the church. A pleasure-loving
church is a soul destroying church.
When ministers and other disciples
condescend to men of low estate, go
out of taeir way to rescue the erring
and to do good to the fallen, the king
dom of heaven will be increased on
the earth. The secret of successful
evangelism is in this law of personal
sacrifice for the sake of others. Nearly
any congregation might be doubled in
a year if thaspirit of Christ and of the
early disciples was in the hearts of its
members. The hundred thousand
conversions coveted for ‘he Jubilee
Year of the American Christian Mis-
sionary Society will be a light task if

we are willing to share in the sacrifice
of Calvary.
A constant tendency is to mistake

the meaning of increased proper.y, ad-

an equality

vanced culture, and the higher spiritual
life. While these are personal bless-
ings, they are also sacred trusts laid
upon the strong to benefit the weak.
Our Lord exalts and endcws his dis-
ciples that they may stoop to lift up
and less fortunate

encourage their

fellowmen. Our present high privi-
leges will condemn us in the judgment,
unless they are coupled here with lowly

those whom Christ
The Pharisee is a per-

ministrations for
died to save.
petual warning to every religious man
wrapped his own
concerns and lifted up with pride in

who, about with

his personal elevation, falls into the
condewnation of the devil.

We need disagreeable tasks to save
us from spiritual se!fishness.
with superstition, ignorance, physical
squalor, and worldli ess, is a divine
call upon us to grapple with and van
quish evil. Our touch must have the
virtue of sympathy, and our z:al burn

without abatement, to rescue and to
save.

The current evangelistic year will
witness a campaign of unparalleled
victories if Christian brethren fix their
thoughts on and shape their activities
by the mind of the Master. Let us
welcome losses if they secure gains for
our King, and personal discomfort and
wearine:s if thereby other men find
rest for their souls. By prayers, by
gifts. in labors abundant, and through
joyful sacrifices, let us find the way to
the hearts of misguided men, and with
the loving wisdom of Christ secure
them for God’s everlasting kingdom.
~Chris. Standard.
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The moment a wman says that his
Christianity does not require him to
give the gospel to the world, then he
hasn't Christianity at all..... The
work of evangel.zing this world fir

every man 18 A matter < f pers ral,
Fooloaah e obhigstion — Rovent E
Speer.
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The Fellowship of Faith,

True fellowship depends more upon
common belief than upon anything
else. Circumstances may compel
people to act alike for a time, and
thus cause an appearance of fellowship.
As soon, however, as this external
pressure is withdrawn they begin to
pursue different lines of effort and
reveal their icherent dissimilarity of
purpose and motive. But they who
think alike possess and illustrate true
fellowship because the impelling con-
victions within them are the same.
Their endeavors at first may move
along distinct lines, but these lines
converge and sooner or later come
tegether.

This is especially true in regard to
Christian faith and fellowship. A
man'’s religion is the most vital fact in
his life’s record. Its supreme import-
ance is conceded by most, and appre-
ciated more or less thoroughly by all.
What he believes about God and duty
touches the deepest needs of his soul
alike for the present and the hereafter.
It therefore is of much greater con-
sequence for him to know what other
people believe about these supreme
topics than about others, and of much
more significance to him to find in
other people sympathy and coopera-
tion in regard to them. That many
seem inaifferent on the subject need
not mislead us. Underneath the ap-
pearance of indifference some recogni-
tion of the gravity of the subject rarely
fails to be found.

The fellowship of faith, therefore,
possesses tremendous power and is
rich in blessing. It supplies protec:
tion, comfort, enlightenment, inspira-
tion. It reniers cooperation in service
easy and effectual. All possible
emphasis should be put upon it. We
may not limit it to the circle of the
fellow-believers whom we know. We
ought to include the great multitude
of all upon earth who love our Lord.
Nor may we omit the far larger host
of the redeemed in glory, or the untold
throng who populate heaven itself.
For, if we are Christ's, they all are
one with us in the fellowship of faith.
The knowledge of their intelligent
sympathy should fortify us against the
assaults of evil and enlarge onr powers
of service and our joy in our common
Lord.—7The Cungregationa'ist,
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A Loss,

Suppose that by some divine provi-
dence or judgme-nt all trace of our
Lord Christ and His gospel were
erased from history, the whole thing
gone like the Megalosaurus, but ua-
like it leaving no sign after it, what a
loss would that be! Gone forever,
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God and
thy neighbor as thyself ; gone, Blessed
are the pure in heart, for they shall
see God ; gone, Saffer the little chil-
dren to come unto me ; gone, the
prodigal son and the good Samaritan,
and the Sermon on the Mount ; no
one had ever laid his hand on the
blind man's eyes, or touched the deaf
man’s ears ; no one had ever looked
love into John'’s eyes, or said, Feed
my sheep, to forgiven Simon Peter,
or startled the woman at the well with
the sight of her own heart —and where
than
been trans-
figured with outshining of his own

is there more startling vision
that ? ‘'no one had ever
beauty of holiness ; no one had ever
agonized in the garden ; no one had
ever hung upon the cross ; no one had
ever risen from the dead, talked with
John and James and put the finger
of Thomas in the print of the nal ; no
one had ascended to heaven and com-
missioned his disciples to teli his story
to the this
there is simple vacancy—all lost and

world. Instead of all

gone.

Who has the arithmetic to compute
how much poorer the world would be
by this great loss ?— Church Union
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The First Duty.

Forget not that your first and princi
pal business as a disciple of Christ is
to give the gospel to those who have
itno. He who is not a missionary
Christian wi'l be a missing Christian
when the great day comes for bestow-
ing the reward of service. Therefore :

Ask yourselves daily what the Lord
would have you do in connection with
the work of carrying the news of sal-
vation tothe perishing millions. Search
carefully whether he would have you
go yourself to the heathen if you have
the youth and fitness required for the
work. Or, if you cannot go in person,

Inquire diligently what blood mort«
gage there is upon your property in
the interest of foreign missions—how
much you owe to the heathea, because

f what you owe to Christ for redeems
ing you with his precious blood. 1
warn you that 1t will go hard with you
1 » hen your Lord comes 10 reckon with
you if he finds your wealth invested in
superfluous luxuries or hoarded up in

But remember that consecrated
giving will be impossible unless there

I counsel you to seek the special grace
and anointing of the Holy Spirit, that
he may work in you that consecration
of heart and life on which so much
depends —Dr. A. J. Gordon.
el o2 G

Example of the Missionary
Spirit.

They say that when William Carey
was repeatedly and wickedly thwarted
in his plans to set sail for the East, he
boldly asserted that he would walk to
India, if no ship would take him. He
had his feet shod with the preparation
of the Gospel of peace, and neither
foes, nor time, nor space, nor seas, nor
streams, nor deserts, nor mountains
could wear him out, till he had de
liverel the good news to Burmah.
Fortunately, a little Danish ship agreed
to bear him to his longed for labor.
Yet, in the mind’s eye, I can see the
noble man of God setting out afoot,
over desert and plain, finally placing
his feet on the tops of the very Hima-
layas; and as he descends their rogged
slopes towards Burmah, the redeemed !
of all ages, a mighty cloud of witnesses,
look on with admiring gaze and chant,
‘“‘How beautiful ou the mountains are
the feet of him that bringeth good
tidings, that publisheth peace.” No
obstacle can stay the feet of him to
whom the Gospel is ever new, supreme-
ly true, the world's eternal hope.—
[(E. B. Pollard, Foreign Mission
Journal.
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The Holy Spirit a Sovereign,

We are prone to think of the Holy
Spirit too much as simgly an indwelling
presence, and too little as a leading
soversign. Subject to the ordering of
the Spirit should be the attitude of all
Christians. He has come into the
world to be the leader of men. It is
really his prerogative to be authorita"
tive. He comes as the other advocate,
as Jesus said : *‘I willsend you another
comforter ’ Christians oiten think
more of the personal cegditions into
which the Holy Spirit may bring them
than of the service into which he may
lead them. They are too apt to forget
the mind of the Spirit, and resist his
will and work. The weakness of
churches often lies in this fact, that
they are full of their own plans, desir-
ing their own ways, and cultur ng their
own endowments instead of following
the lead ing and seeking the induement
of the Holy Spirit. The early successes
of the Gospel were marked by the
manifest presence and supremacy of
the Holy Spirit.—N. Y. Examiner.
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About Catarrh.

It is caused by a cold or succession
of colds combined with impure blood.
Its symptoms are pain in the head,
discharge from the nose, ringing noises
in the ears. % is cured by Hood's
Sarsaparilla which purifies and en-
riches the blood, soothes and rebuilds
the tissues and relieves all the disa-
greeable sensations.

Hoopn's Piuis cure all liver iils.
Mailed for 25¢. by C. 1. Hood & Co.,
Lowell, Mass.

Inflammatory Rheumatism. —Mr. S,
Ackerman, commercial traveler, Belle
ville, writes : ‘‘Some years ago I used
Dr. Thomas' Eclectric Oil for Inflam-
matory rheumatism, and three hottles
effected a complete cure. I was the
whole of one summer unable to move
without crutches, and every movement
caused exccuciating pains. I am now
out on the road and exposed to all
kinds of weather, but have never been
troubled with rheumatism since 1,
however, keep a bottle of Dr, Thomas’
Oil on hand, and I always recommend
it to others, asit did so much for me."

When children grind their teeth,
have a ravenous appetite, yet don't
seem vto thrive, give them Dr. Low's
Worm Syrup. It will clear out every
worm without harming the child,
Price 25c.

Impure Blood,
Mrs. Will Varner, New Canada, N.

S. writes : “T have used Burdock
Blood Bitters for Headache and
lmpure Blood. One bottle made

a cure. | think there is no better medi-
cine made.”

be first a consecrated giver. Therefore I

HEALTHY, HAPPY VIOMEN.

Pain and Weak

through the use of Milburn’s
Heart and Nerve Pills.

It’s sad to think that so many women

suffer from pain, Weak Spells, Heart

Palpitation, Sinking Sensations,

Nervousness, Sleeplessness—who could
be restored to the full enjoyment of pere
fect health by a few boxes of Milburn's
Heart and Nerve Pills,

There can be no question about the
efficacy of this remedy. Thousands of
women, have found it do allthatisclaimed
for it. Here is the testimony of Mrs.
Gillen, Wesley Street, Moncton, N.B.

‘“ Before taking Milburn’s Heart and
Nerve Pilis I used to suffer untold agony
from violent headaches, irregular action
of the heart, together with pains or
spasms in various parts of my body.

‘‘ Sometimes I felt so weak that I was
unable to look after my domestic duties,
However, I had to endure this worry and
trouble, because all the remedies I tried
failed to give me relief, until happily I
heardof Milburn's Heart and Nerve Pi{ll.
I bad only been ta<ing them a short time
when I felt greatly benefited. This ene
couraged me to continue their use until
a complete cure was effected.

‘1 have not been troubled with a head-
ache since taking these pills. They in-
creased my appetite, invigorated my ene
tire system, and gave me back my old
time strength and vigor.”

Banished

Take a Laxa-Liver Pill before retiring.
'"Twill work while you sleep without a grfp
or gripe, and make you feel better in the
morning. Price 25¢c. Sold by all druggists.

PORTRAITS.

Cabinet at Life Size

- RY—

HARVEY.

Queen Street Frederic ton

with
Normal School Students. Shecanal way
sccommodate » fow tranglents . .

BOARDERS WANTED.

R8. WM, :DOWNEY, King St
near York, provides goodb oard
large pleasant roome, toLady

‘I'h:

AopE o,

Pyny Pectoral

‘The Canadiss Remedy for all

THROAT ax» LUNG AFFECTIONS

&  Largs Bottles, 25 cents.
DAVIS & LAWRENCE CO., Limited,
Prep's. Pesye Dor'y Puin Killes.
New York Montresl

I can employ five_men

WA NTE and three es to work

at and around home. A good thing with
good “‘1‘,? for pushers

. H. LINSCOTT,
Richmond St, W. Toronto

10 Temperonce and Generat
L6 Assnrance Co.

Full Government deposit for security of

policy-holders. Not the BIGGEST
company but

THE BEST.

Policies indisputable after two years
non-forfeitable after three yesrs premium
have been paid. Special advantages given to

TOTAL ABSTAINERS.

Don’t be bhackward about asking to
agent for information before insuring
elsewhere; get & copy of Our Advocate and
the Rey ort for 1896,

Call and see the Epoliciea in issue,

. R. MACHUM
St. John, N. B.

Terrible

cured. 'To-day his s':in is as smooth as silk.

Srexoy

ecdless accumulations, instesad of
haine sacredly devoted to giving the

gospel to the lost.

Suvictings wich CUricor ., great=* of skin cures.

814 thran~hout the woeid,
Cosur,, ¥rope., boston.

BABY’S
ECZEMA

My baby suffered from terrible Eczema.
Doctor and every remedy tried, to noaccount.
He cried all the time and his face was like
raw meat. I had to carry him on a pillow,
and was fairly discouraged. I used half a
box of CuricURA (ointment) and CUTIOURA
SoAvr, and in one week my baby was entirely

Mre.J.C.FREESE, 390 8. 1st st., Brooklyn, N.Y.

B8 TREATMENT R Sxin-To
Bu:m.—&—m baths with CvflglA Soar, m:?c?:l:

Famegr NDuro arn Crey,
Liow 10 Cure Baby's Eczema, 1-¢e,

Manager for Maritime Province.
W. L. McGEE,
Agent at Fiedericton.

- 50 YEARS'
EXPERIENCE

PATENTS

TRADE MARKS
D SIGNS
CoPYRIGHTS &C.

ascertain our opinion free
vention is probably
strictly confiden Handbook on
sent free. Oldest cy for securing
Patents taken through Muna ‘g
special notice, without , in the
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