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Not more organization, but
the wise, earnest and faithful use of
existing means and methods of chris-
tian service, is the need of the church.

In a reference to! the death
of the Queen of Denmark it is pointed
out that both she and her husband,

| Methodist church,in which ac that time
there was being held a meeting of min-
iscers several of whom were standing
outside the church door. The rector,
drawing the attention of the priest to
these men, gave vent to his feelings in
a sommewhat important yet condescend-
ing way : ‘** Do you know, Father—,
that you and I are the only clergymen
in this town ¢’

The priest, drawing himself up, re-
plied in a very pleasantly emphatic
tone, Sir ! ‘T want you to understand
that I and my assistants .are the otly
clergymen in th s town.”’

)

Dealing with the calling and
| work of the Christian mimstry, our
| New York namesake well says—‘‘He
| has mistaken his calling, tramples upon
| his commission, and violates his most
! sacred obligations who enters the
pulpit to deal out the dry husks of
speculation, the froth of mere hypo-
theses, or the stones of scientific in-
vestigation. It is as true now as 1t
ever was that what souls by millions
are starving for is the bread of life;
and it is mockery of the deepest wants
of the human soul to offer it for bread
a stone, for am egg a scorpion.
Preachers of Paul's stamp scorn the
preaching that shuts the Bible as if it
had no use for it, and drawsits material
from Emerson, or Shakespeare, or
from human sources alone, the preach-
ing that excels in everything exceptin
magnifying the Holy Scriptores, the
preaching that glides into brilliant
essays on philosophical theories, on
systemsof ethics, on popular literature,
or 18 habitually occupied, with the
signs of the times, the social and politi-
cal problems of the age, or the horo-

who were second cousins, traced their
descent hack to George 1I. of England.
It is, therefore an interesting fact that
their daughter the Princess of Wales,
is, by two distinct lines of descent, a
great-great-great-grand daughter of
George 11., of which king, by an en-
tirely different descent, the Prince of
Wales is a great-great-great-grandson.

Some of the yoing men pre-
paring for the ministry in the Baptist
denomination in Ontario must have
married sooner than they ought— at
least in the judgment of their
brethren. The Home Mission Board
recently passed a resolution urging |
churches and ordination councils to
strongly advise the candidates for the
ministry to not marry till they have
completed their college studies, and
are fully prepared to enter upon their
life work. The advice is good—as
good for other candidates for the minis-
try as for those of the Baptist Church
in Ontario.

In the discussion which
arose in the Methodist Conference, re
cently held in Torounto, upon the prc-
posal to change the rule of the dis-
cipline which refers to card-playing,
theatre-going and such things, Dr,
Antliff, urging the importance of main-
taining the church’s standards, said

these weighty words: ‘‘We want a
pure church rather than a large and
fashionable one. And with all our

prohibitions, we are not good enough.

scope of the future, failing to exalt in

human esteem the Word of God and the

Christ of revelation.”
S —

Conference Action,

————

IL.
PLAN FOR SUPPORT OF CONFERENCE
SCHEMES.

The fact that a number of churches
failed last year to contribute to the
home and foreign mission undertakings
Of the denomination, and that some
denominational funds were almost
wholly neglected, received considera-
tion by Conference. To any one who
examines the reports from year to year,
it will be clear that the number of
churches represented in the con'ribu-
tions to the general undertakinge of
the church bas increased. But there is
not the increase desired, and which
might, justly, be expected, either in
the number of churches contributing or
in the amount contributed. The Cone
ference is anxious that every church
shall be represented in the contribu
tions to these purposes, and that the
contributions shall be according to the
ability of the churches. It is desired,
also, that every branch of the work
undertaken by Conference shall have
the sympathy and of the
churches, and that their contributions
the
proper

BU[)[)()I‘[

several un-
proportions.
Some individuals may have preferences,
wisely or otherwise, but It is felt that

be divided among

dertakings in

We are no better than we ought to be;

will be helpful to holiness and the

and we should discourage nothing that :
development of the spiritual life of our

yeople.””  Let all churches and min-
I

isters and christian people keep this
in mind

The ‘‘Moraing Star” has
come across a bit of denominalional
history, in manuscript, which sets |

forth that at one of the Muine Free
Japtist Yearly Meetings, held Feb
1796, a complaint was brought against
one of the preachers (Ephraim
Stinchtield),

“‘that

times to preach and could not, thus

he attempted six or seven

wounding the cause.”
The

charges

record also that ‘‘the

were ‘‘considered just, and

says

he (the preacher charged) concurred
therein.”

The preacher’'s concurrence in the
verdict of the Yearly Meeting was a
sign of his humility, and his perfect
willingness to submit to the judgment
of his brethren. He seems, however,
to have kept on preaching, for he be-
came one of most noted Free Baptist
preachers of his time. All of which
may be encouraging to young preachers
who do not make a very good bhegins
ning; and which, also, may cause those
who are disposed to sit in judgment
ou beginners to refrain from too hasty
judgment.

The judgment of the Pope
against the validity of Anglican ordin-
ation, which so sorely grieved the
would-be priests in that church, was
quite amusingly illustrated and emphas
ized in the following incident, which is
said to have occurred in a Canadian
town :

The rector of the English church
and the head priest of the Roman
Catholic church were personally on
very good terms and frequen ly met,
Oune day, while the two were wal-ipy
together down *he main street the
reachel a ‘)uiﬂt _f’.)*.’ opyg orite

the y

the churches, as such, should give sup-
port, according to their ability, and in
fair proposition, to every branch of the y
denominational work,

The several enterprises of the de-
nomination, of which the Conference
has !h\’\lil'ccti'vn, are Home \li\sim.\,
Foreign Missions, the Fund for the
relief of Sick and Disabled Ministers,
the
For the support of these undertakings

and Ministerial Students Fund
the Conference makes appeal to the
churches. To get for them a better
and more equitable support is the aim
of With a to

s'mplifying and equalizing the contri-

the Conference. view

butions to these funds, the Conference
makes this recommendation :

That (except the Conference Fund)
all contriburions for Conference pur
poses be regarded as bel nging to a
general fund, the distribution to be
according to the preference of each
subscriber, when such preference is
indicated, and where not so indicated,
according to the schedule adopted by
the Conference.”

A brief explanation
probably, help those

f the plan will,

terested to a
ready understanding of it, and com-
mend its merits to them. The proposal
is simply this,--that the contributions
to the schemes of Confe ¢ he made
to a common fund, ‘hat fund to be di-
vided thus—two fifths to Home Mis-
sions, two-fifths to Foreign Missions,
one-tenth to the Fund for Sick and
Disabled Ministers, and one-tenth t.
the Miaisterial Students Fund. For
instance : if A. B, pays $1.00, without
wwing how it should be divided, 40
cts. would go to Home Missions, 40
cts to Foreign Missions, 10 cts. to
Sick and Disab’'ed Ministers Furd
and 10 cts. to Ministerial Students
Fuand. If he wishes at all 8o go to
one purpose, or to be divided different.
ly from the above, all he has to do is
to say so, ard his wish will be respect-
ed. Cards, envelopes &ec., needed in

serying out the plan will be furnished
r»e churches They are now heing

The plan will, we think, when looked
into, commend itself to the churches.
At any rate, it 18 worth trying, and
whatever changes experience suggests
can easily be made another year.

There is, it will be observed no arbi-
trary rule as to the division of the con-
tributions. There is simply a recom-
mendation, one, however, which has
the insight which necesearily attaches
to the well considered and unanimous
action of the chief representative body
of the denomination. Phe proportions
are regarded as equitable by those who
have given the matter careful consider-
ation.

This recommendation is not a new
one. It is, rather, the revival of a
plan decided upon several years ago,
but wh ch has not been very generally
carried out. Whenever :arried out,
however, it produced excellent resul's,
It is hoped that now it may come in‘o
general use in the churches. We feel
sure that if it /s judiciously worked by
the churches the results will be good.

—— - ————
Plebiscite Matters,

The Dominion Government, at the
request of the Dominion Alhance, has
consented to receive a deputaticn of
prohibitionists. They will be received
on Thursday of this week. The depu-
tation is expected to be representative
of different sections of the country.
This Province will, probably, be repre-
sented in the deputation by Rev. Dr,
McLeod and J. R. Woodburn Esq,
and perhaps some others. The depu-
tation goes to Ottawa to press upon
the governmen: the importance of
introducing, at the next session of
Parliament, legislation to give effect
to the will of the people of Canada in
favour of prohibition, as expressed in
the plebiscite.

An Ottawa despatch of Friday last
conveys the strange and somewhat
startling intimation that the New
Brunswick majority for prohibitior will
be reduced by 1485, which is the
majority given by St. John City. The
reason given for this reduction is that
‘‘the same people voted in the city,
aad also in the constituency of St.
John City and County.” The Ottawa
despatch sounds as though it might
have been sent by authority. And yet
we hope it is incorrect. It certsinly
ought to be.

Our readers may remember that
when the Plebiscite bill was before

this election.”
not accepted by the government, the
reasons given being that the vote was
to be taken on the Provincial lists
which are now the Dominion yvoters
list, and that the same vote which
elects members to Parliment should
decide the question of prohibition
One object of the proposed amend-
ment was, presumably, to prevent the
multij lication of votes which i# pos-
sible under the Quebec election law.
In some districts in that Province,
notably in Montreal and other centres,
for a voter to legally
per-

it is possible
vote six times and
haps, in
Not to say anything of the manyfradu-
lent voves polled, or returned aspolled

or eight

more times some cases

in the Province of Quebee, according
to the very general belief, thos¢ who
had the legal right to vote several times
evidently used their privilege to the
And to the
exercise of Ltheir legal right thdre has

fullest extent allowable.

bzen no objection.

John, as in the
other Provinces, simply exercised the
same rights as in the election of mem-
bers to the Legislature, and which
they will e xercise when next they elect
members to represent them in Parlia

it is more and
worsa than strange, that any efficial

should undertake to disfranchise (L

the voters and to silence the voice of
St. John city in a matter of such vast
importance as the question of the pro-
hibition of the liquor iraffic

Lf the officials who seek to do this
injustice to St. John, at the same time
reducing the whole country’s majority
for prohib tion, would strike off the
majorities in Quebec in all districts
where there was double voting, not to
mention the votes that were five, or
8ix, or even ten times multiplied by
diligent opponents of prohibition, there
would be some fairness about the
matter. Applying the same rule to
Quebec which they seem disposed to
apply to St. John, the majority in
favour of prohibition would be im-
mensely increased. We would rather,
however, that allthe voteslegally polled
should remusin as they are, simply be-
ciuse the contest was entered upon
with the understanding that the e’ec-
tion was t» be governed by the elec-
tion law and the Provincial lists as
they exi-ted. They were not at all
faveurable to the prohibition side of
the ques ion, but prohibitionists
entered the ficld with the haundica

The voters in St.

ment. It is strange

re vared, and will be forwar'e! scon,

s are wrlling vhide by the vesulr

They are not likely, though, to quietly
submit to new and unwarranted inter-
pretations of the election law, especial-
ly if the new interpretations are to be
applied only in constituencies where
the effect is to reduce their fairly won
and splendid victory.

Notes On Current Events.

The strike of the South Wales coal
miners, which lasted from April to
September, and which ended in the
miners being compelled to accept the
Coal Companies’ terms, was a costly
thing to both Companies and employes.
It is now stated that the cost to the
Companies was {fully 830,000,000,
The miners lost the large amount of
wages they would have earned, and
suffered in many other ways.

* %
In the Superior Court of (Quebec,

last week, a judgment was given
which affects the clubs that have been
supplyiog their members with liquors
on Sundays.
victed in the City Court for Sunday
selling, and appealed to the Superio
Court. The judgment confirms the |
conviction, the judge saying that it is
unlawful for clubs as well as individuals
to sell liquor at all on Sunday. This
judgment affects all the clubs in
Quebec Province, of which there are
very many.

* %
[

The Club had been con |

| months has so agitated France, has

. further inquiry. The prisoner has not,

1. Marchand must be withdrawn
unconditionally and no undertaking or
| promise can be given to discuss the
! questions raised by Fraace in regard
| to access to the Nile and such like.
2. When Marchand is withdrawn
then it will be determined whether
| the questions raised admit of discus-

discussion can be proceeded with.

3. Every possible facility will be
afforded to assist in Marchand s wit..-
drawal by whichever r. ute selected.

i 4 If Marchand is not withdrawn
there will be no interference with his
remaining at Fashoda, nor date fixed
for his withdrawal Necessary rein-
forcement will not be permitted to

ously as a foreign visitor and will be
regarded in no other light.

5. Therefore it is left for France to
' adopt any active measures to precipi-

tate a conflict.
CY

The buconic plague has made its ap-
pearance in Vienna, due, it is said, to
| experiments in Prof. Nothnagle's

bacteriological establishment in the
cultivation of the plague bacillus. An
assistant in the establishment Adied of
the plague

* »
The Dreyfus case, which for several

reacheda another stage. The Court of
Cessation has decided to grant a
revision in the case, and will institute

however, been released. There is a
very general impression, outside of
France, that Dreyfus is innocent of

The two Newfoundland newspaper
men—the editor and the proprietor—
who were sent to jail for thirty days
for contempt of court, have been re-
leased by the Governor, to whom a
largely signed pe‘ition for their release
was presented. They were imprison-
ed eight days. The ‘ contempt of
Court ” for which they were imprison-
ed was the publication of a leter
criticizing the conduct of a judge, one
feature of the criticism being an inti-
mation that the judge took more grog
than was good for him while travelling
his circuit. If the statement was in-
correct the judge might have proceed-
ed against his accusers for libel. If
it was correct-he might improve his
habits. It is small busimess for a
Judge to send a man to jail because he
says what displeases him. And no
Jadge should have the power to do so.
* »
The English Commissioners who
have been looking into Newfoundland
French shore question have completed

Parl'ament it was proposed to ald a |their investigations and star.ed for

clause to the bi.l providing ¢that no home. !
elector shall vote more than once in [ conference with the colenial miuistry

The amendment was | has resulted in a very satisfactory

It is intimated that their

basis of negotiations for the sett'e-
ment of the entire difficulty. The
colonial mir;istry pledges itself to co-
operate loyally in carrying out the
arrangement suggested, especially as
it is understood that the report of the
committee to the Brtish Colonial
Office will warmly endorse the case of
Newfoundland.
* *

The International Commission which
to have met in Washington
November 1st, will not meet till the
10th. The postponement is at the
suggestion

WAas

of the Canadian Commis- |
sioners, who had ministerial e-gage-
ments which required their presence
in Ottawa.
* %

(en. Kitchener,the hero of the Nile
arrived in London last
Thursday. He was met by the Com-
mander in Chief, Lord Wclsley, and
other high military officers. From the
who there in great
throngs, he received a most enthusias-
tic greeting.

expedition,

people, were

¥+ *

A few days ago it seemed that there
might be a dead-look in the negotia-
tions of the American-Spanish Peace
Commission, sitting in Paris. The
chief trouble was about the Cuban
debt, which the Spanish Commission
wished the Unit:d States to assume.
The American Commissioners were
firm in their refusal, and the Spniards
had to abandon their contention. A
Madrid despatch says the Government
of Spain has reason to believe that the
United States intends to hold the
Philippines.

* *

The damage to the Mamtoba wheat
crop is not nearly so serious as was at
first reported Mr. Ogilvie, who has
just returned from a trip shrough
Maitoba and the Territories, says that
the damage will not exceed ten per
cent throughout the whole of Manitoba
and the Northwest. He states that,
to his own knowledge, fully 85 per
cent of the crops of the province had
been stacked before the rain came,
and that as far as the southern portior,
as being 40 per cent, ruined, was con-
carned, the loss there must have been
exceedingly light, as that was the
Mennonite country, and the grain had
vearly all been splendidly stacked pre-

viously to the bad weather.
* %

the crime for which he has suffered so
much. In France the feeling is
divided, though there is a strong and
apparently increasing persuasion that

he is the victim of a vile plot.
® @

London despatches, Monday, tell of
great activity in Naval departments.
An emergency squadron is being as-
sembled, which, it is sa’d, will go to
Gibraltar. A Victoria, B. C. despatch
says there is much commotion at
Esquimalt, the Admiral having re-
ceived orders to send two war ships to
Tahita, the French Settlement in the
Society Islands. Other ships are pre.
paring for any move that may be
required.

At Halifax orders were received
Saturday from the British Admiralty
to have all war ships 1n shape. Every
caulker and shipwright in Halifax was
engaged, and all n'ght the sound of
hammering could . be heard in the
vicinity of the naval yard. Fify-five
caulkers were caulking up the main

‘sion and under what conditions the | o
|
!

| in short, men that could build up any.

reach him. He will b. treated courte- |

Great precau‘ions have !
' been taken to prevent an epilemic.

i withal metaphysical. Not ignoramuge
that will swallow anything that you
give them, but keen men who will
question every statement and demagq
the reasons therefore,

Have you in your churches yoang
men of good parts, born leaders, kailq.
that can make brick without straw,

where ? Indis needs them. Fear not
lest their talents be wasted. They wij
find in India that which will call ing,
p ay their every faculty, acquirement

and grace. Nothing that they have o;
are will come amiss. No fear that ay

faculty will be atrophied from lack of
opportunity to use it.

To introduce new machinery int,
India the best equipped men are sent.
Expense does not enter into the ap.
count; only the very best men are
found. Should not the church be as
wise when it undertakes to introduce

anything as new and foreign to Indian

ideas as Christianity? The best and
brightest are none too good God is
our vxample. He gavehis best. Should
his church do less and be satisfied ?
The coming church of India will be
what the men that you send make it,
Dare you send any but the best ? Wil
any others meet India's needs ? Byt
again,

2. India needs a revival of apostolic
religion in the American churches,
Make all the allowances that a sense
of fairness can demand, the fact still
remains that the chureh of to-day has
but little conception of any mission to
the ‘‘other sheep.” Look up all the
statistics that can be found te prove
that the church is liberal. When you
come to count heads, the conviction
will be strong that the church is essen-
tially selfish. Our object i not to
abuse the church, but to study facts,
and a study of facts can but convict
the church of indifference and selfish-
ness in her treatment of the unevangel.
ized at home and abroad.

An indifferent, selfish church is not
good soil in which to raise the men
that India needs; nor is it the church
that will wrestle in prayer or give to
the point of sacrifice. Yet a sacrificing
church is the strongest proof to the

world that her Lord was a sacrificing
Lord.
The luxurious, ease-loving church of

to-day is ifl-fitted to ‘‘fill up tha
which is behind of the sufferings or
Christ. ”  The spirit that spends
twenty-five or fifty dollars to zo to
Nashville cr Ocean Park, and sseri-

decks of the battleship Renown, The |
engines were overhauled by the ship's
engineers and the naval yard
machinists, Minute examinations
were made of all arms. While this |
was going on the bat:leship was being
coaled. The war craft Cordella and |
Columbine and Intrepid are also re- |
ceiving an overhauling.
authorities expect orders for the ships |
to proceed to sea. '

el > e

India’s Needs.

e —

The navsal |

BY THE REV, E. B. STILES,
IL.

India needs men, and this is not a |

- contradiction to the statement that its

It is rather an }

one need is Christ,
emphasis of that statement, because'
he says, ‘*As my Father h:th sent me |
into the world, even so send I you.”

1. Yes, India needs men—good
men, living epistles, animated Bibles.
Confusion need not be produced by
sending men whose lives in any way
contradict the Book or give distorted
views of Christ. India needs men
that will remind her not of great men,
not vi good men simply, but of Jesus,
so thas she may see Jesus in his follow-
ers, and may ‘“‘take knowledge of them
that they have been with Jesus and
learned of him.”

“We are finding you out,” said a
Brahman; ‘‘you are not as good as
your Book. If you were as good as
your Book all India would come to
Christ in five years.”” While this may
nog be true, it shows what sort of men
India neeas.

Put goodness and mere mental fit-
ness into competition, and goodness
should have the preference every time.
But a good man well endowed naturally
and then well trained will be a sharper
instrument than the good man without
the above equipment.

The Bible does not glorify weakness
and ignorance, God uses them be-
times because the flesh is so prone to
glory, not that he would not as wiliing-
ly use the strong and the wise. This
Jatter indeed he has done as often as
he has needed apostles to the Gentiles,
Paul, Carey, Martyn, Moffat, Living-
stone, and our own Dr. Phillips are
examples showing that God always
chooses men of ability and training
when they will be chosen. All the

men that may be reckoned as mast: r
builde's among Gentile races have
been men that would have made their
ma k anywhere, '

Iundia to-day needs great minds as

The positior. of the British governr-
m?t in the Fashoda mattar is sum-
miz:d th: s;

| well -8 good ones to present Christ to
| her people. Restless, inquiring, skep-
| tical, is young Bengal to day, and

fices () two ¢ nts or less a week to
carry the gospel to India will not soon

meet her needs. ‘‘ Remember the
Maine ” is more potent than ** Re-

member the words of our Lord Jesus,
when he said, It is more blessed to
give than to receive,” since many a

- church member will spend four cents
- a day for two papers to get war news,
' who would not give four cents a month

that India may hear the news of a

Saviour’s love.
Am I wrong then In saying that

India needs a revival of apostolic
religion in the Ameriean churches ?
Such a revival would bring the right
men to the front. It would unloose
hide bound pocket-books.. It would
cause the church to besiege the throne
with suca a spirit of prayer as would
avail for India's blessing. On this
point Robert E. Speer says, *‘ The
evangelization of the world in this
gevneration depends first of all upon a
revival of prayer. Deeper than the
need for men, deeper far than the
need for money, aye, deep down at
the bottom of our spiritual life is the
need for the forgotten secret of pre:
vailing, world-wide prayer. Missions
have progressed slowly abroad because

giety and prayer have been shallow at
ome.”
Other needs there are, but they are

all subordinate. Given a truly con-
verted church, and instead of indiffer-
ence to others’ needs there will be the
Master's compassion. As the bride
comes into fuller sympathy with the
bridegroom, she will partake more and
more of his spirit. His thoughts will
become her thoughts ; his interests
hers. His love will find out humsn
needs through her, and she will find
her joy in doing for the world what
he would do.

Brethren, sisters, our meeting here
fails of any worthy end unless it im-
press us anew with the fact that our
religion is more than merely feeling
well, enjoying life, having a good
time. Our religion is being Carist-
like ; and just in proportion as we
individuals become Christlike the
church will become Christlike, and &
Christlike church will supply India's
needs You see how clearly our needs
are related to India’s. A Christlike
church will not turn a deaf ear to the
‘“‘other sheep,” but the mass of the
church does turn the deaf ear. Whas
is the conclusion ! The church is not

‘Chrisblike. It needs a revival deep

and wide spread.
Could there be a wnanimous resolve
here to follow ** in His steps " for the

' coming year, what a beginning would

be made toward meeting not only

India’s needs but the needs of the
world !

i |
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