RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER.
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O Deem Not That Thy Life
18 Nought,

{A RUssSIAN POEM OF THE 16TH ‘CENTURY. ]

|

O deem not that thy life is nought. 3
Though all unmarked it be:

The eye that views each secret thought
Ispever closed on thee,

If thou hast kncwn the gracions Hand
That turns thy loss to gain,

¥f thou haet lived at His command,
Thcu hest pot lived in vain !

If ever thou hast paused to aia
A sorer heart than thine, |
Then o'er thy lot of sorrow played

A beam of love divine; l
And though thy dreams of ¢lory fly,
And pleasure turn tv pan,

And name and fame in darknees lie,
Thou hast not livea in vain!

What thovgh thy bones by fame uncrowned
Shall moulder cold and low ? ‘
The stream that cheers the thirsty sroung |
Steals with a nciseless flow; ’
The calm sweet life that we kly falls |
Neath havghty men's disdain,

In God’s own book shall blsze to tell |
Thou hast not lived in vain ?

Doth sorrow'a tear-dropdim thine eye 7
Doth sadness cloud thy brow?

The God that reigns o er e: rth ard sky
Was once more sad than thou.

This brow was dark. This eye was dim, |
His heart was wrung with palu;

O murmur, hast thou lived li e Him,
Thou hast rot lived in vain !

|

The blighted joy, the hop» grown dim, |
The heart's rad rearching wail, !
All help to bring thee near to Him |
Whose mercies never fail; i
Is sorrow to a Father’s heart i
Doth «lcser bind thy chai . |
O the be iure, where'er thou art, I
Thoa hast not lived in vain ! ;
!

n

!

Then mwourn rot life’'s neglected weorth,
Our hopes that bloom to die;

The reed that now lies hid in earth

Stall ripen in the sky.

When earth and heaven shall pass away,
Aud eun and etars shall wane,

thcu

Through endless ages shalt say,

“I hatve not lived in vain!

Some of the Rewards of a
Faithful Ministry.

REV. G. O. PORTER, IN TELESCOPE.
In the parable of the laborers in the
vineyard (Matt. 20 : 0), our Lord in-
dicates that there will come a reckon-
ing time, when the laborers will be

called and a proper reward given to |

one. The reward wss given one even- |
ing, when the service of the day was l
done, and each who had served faith- 1
fully from the time he was ca'l-d until
even'ng received his reward. This
leseon suggests 1he thought of the sub.
ject of this article, **Some of the Re-
wards «f a Faithful Ministry.’
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The first definition of fai hfulness 18, :
“‘True, or trustworthy in the perform- |
ance of duty, especially in the fulfilling .
of promises, obligations, vows, and the |
like ' Minis'erial faithfulness consists |
in 8o many things, and its rewards are |
80 various, that it will be necessary to
speak of one at a time, and its conse. |
quent rewards.
cipal features
fulness : —

There are four prin- l
to minis erial faith-

1. Faithfulness in prep.ration. He
must notonly prepare in the beginninz, |
but must continue to prepare for his
work. The changing conditions which
he has to meet make a c¢.ntinusus
preparation imperative. There is a
well-founded complaint brought by the
world that ‘‘preiching has become an
old story, ' which is to a certain extent
true, and is the result of unfaithfulness
in preparation for the pulpit.

Fre-
quently a general knowledge of theol- ’
ogy is obtaived and a line of su! jects )
studied which embody the principal!
features of the gospel, and this line is
seldcm, if ever, departed from. These
various subjec's are arranged and re-
arranged, revised, divided, and spliced
together to fit special occasions. So
the hearers are constandly hearing the
same ideas” presented and the same
features of the gospel discussed under
various beads, until it does seem old
to them. The gospel contains an end-
less variety of subjects, and may be
viewed from every conceivatle stand-
point of human experier ce and thought,
80 that things new as well as old may
be brought from the t:easury of the
L rd, if we are faithful. The reward
will be an evergreen (nut alw.ys green)
preacher. We will not wear out as
preachers. After serving ten years on
the same distr ct, | once said to an old
brother, ‘I have preached so long on
this district, I think I will be m.ved
away this conference, and I expect
the people w 11 be glad to get sc mething
new.” He answered, * What is the
difference whether it is ten or tweaty
years, so long as you always bring us
somethiog new when you come !’ And
beside this, the people will get a true
idea of the wondrous ful ness (f the
gospel,
2. Waithfulness in practice. It is
one thing to gather materials and
formulate discourses, but quite another
to be faithfnl in the discharge of duty.
Let no obstacle hinder you, and keep
you frem the post of du'y. The church
and the world both need to be impress-
ed with the importance of your work,

|

, Peter says,

It were better to be disappointed your-
gelf in not baving a congregation
present than a congregation to be
disappointed in not having a preacher.
m%%::Wwill inspire tbe people
with ccnfidence in us as Christians.
The world is watching. and unfaithful-

ness in both preacher and peojle is
noted by them, and has i's effect in

' destroying their confidence in the

religion of our Lord. The reward will
be the confidence of the annual confer-
ence to which we belong and the con-
fiderce of the people we eerve and the
confidence of God, who il'uminates
the minds (f his faithful servants and
‘““takes of the things of Chriet and
shows them to us.” My idea is that
God will not inspire a man’s mind with
a message of great import, containing
deep and precious divine truth, when
mf or may not be d:livered to the
people at all. God said to Jonah,
** Arise and go to Nineveh, and preach
the preaching that I bid thee.” And
when he got there snd was just ready
to commence work he received his
message. Of‘en our best thoughts
come to us during the delivery of our
discourses, if we have not tied our-
selves. If we are faithful in this regard,
the gospel will be to us a fountain
that never rups dry.

3. Moral faithfulness. What! a
preacher guilty of immorality ? Well,
in a certain sense, yes. Not that they
lie or swear or steal, but some are not
as careful as they should be to do &s
they agree. They are careless as to
methods used to secure moeney for
church purpores, :and even :ome are
known more as expert horse-traders
than as fine preachers ard men of God.
Some do not live as close to God as
they shcu'd, and they know it, and
God knows it. Above all things, the
minister needs the inspiration or illom-
ination of the Holy Spirit to enable
him to fathom the depths of divine
truth, so he can bring things new and

| cld out of the treasury of the L rd.

But careless mcral living makes a

| man’s preaching superficial ; it may

have the ring, but it is like ‘‘a sound
ing brass or a tinkling cymbal,” and
results in preducing theoretical or in-
tellectual Christians, instead of godly
men and women. The reward of moral
faithfulnees is that it may be said as

' 1t was f Barnabas of old, *“ He was a

good man and full of the Holy Ghost. "
He will have the communion of God
to enlighten him and strengthen him
for his work,

4. Faithfulness in deportment. A
man must act like a preacher as well
as dress and speak like one. In L.
Tim. 3:6 P.ul warns Timothy not to
be a novice, lest being lif ed up with
pride he fell into condemnation of the
devil. He should not be a clown, to
indulge in rude jests, loud and bo's-
terous talk and merry-making, While
such ¢ nduct may show one's wit and
may attr:ct the giddy, yetitis a fact

| which cannot be successful y con‘ra-

Oicted that in days to come s:me
earnest, faithful servant of God must
“live down” the influsnce and ¢ unter-
act the harm such a life has done.
‘ Seeing that all these
things shall be dissolved, what manner
of persons ought ye to be in all holy
conversation and godliness."
times,

Many
as ex-cflicio member of the
stationing committee, lay delegates
have come to me and said : **We must
have another preacher. Our preacher
preaches well; he gives us good
sermons, but he is too wild and
indulges in too much light talk and
fun. He draws the young to him, but
not to religior ;” and so he was moved.
There are many who are naturally
gifted and quite well qualified, who
have an ambition to be u:eful and fill
places of influence and trust, yet at
every step they have met disappoint-
ment just because they were too funny.
They could not gain the respect and
confidence of those who could bestow
the positions desired. The rewards of
faithfulpess in depor ment are, first,
a more effective ministry; more will be
drawn to Christ and sa vation, if fewer
are drawn to us and the church.
Second, it will save us from being a
laughing-stock to csndid, right minded
peop'e. Third, we will have more
time to devote to though* and prepar: -
tion, and it will give us more influence
fr good. Ard, finally, our Master
has sa1d, ‘‘Be thou faithful unte death,
and I will give thee a crown of life.”
When the labor, self deni: I, and trials
of 1 fe are done, and *‘the Lord of the
vineyard saith to his steward, *‘Call
 the labourers and give them their hire,
we shall hear bim say, ‘Well done,
thou good and faithful servant, enter
thou into the joy of thy Lori,’
—eD 00 e

Never be discouraged by trifles. I;
a spider breaks his thread 20 times,
he will mind it as many. Pe:severance
and patience will accomplish wonders

When Mr. Spurgeon was once asked
how he prayed, ke sasid : *I always
find & promise appropria‘e to the need,
and then, in the name of the L rd
Jesus, and for His sake, 1 simply
plead the promise.”

Born Anew in Advancea hife,

whose conversion was an iuteresting
reply to the queston of Nicodemue
““How can a man be burn wheu he i~
old 7" as it was a salient exemplitication
of the words of Jesus: “Marvel not
that 1 said un'o you, ye must be born
anew.” He was a native of Eng'and,
but he came in early life to this
country, and became & thoroughly
loyal ard patriotic American. From
boyhood he had fo'lowed the seas, and
had risen to the highest place in our
marine service. His vocation took
him to all parts of the world, and it

him at home and at church. His wife
was an active and consistent member
of the Chorch. His only son, trained
in the callitg of his father, became in
very early manhood a successful and
trusted navigator, and was in command
of a merchant ship. His daughters
were alert in the social life of the
congregation.

He had experienced the adverse
fortune of sea life in several shipwrecks
on mid-ocean. At one time he clung
for several duys to the bottom of his
overturned ship, and was rescaed just
in time to be saved from srarvation
and madness, and just before his ship
sank with a sudden plunge into the
ocean depths. The lessons of hardship
and peril had not been lost on his re-
flective mind. At length, when his
hair had become as white as the crests
of the billows he had sailed so long
he retired in competence to his pleas-
ant hcome, and became a regular at-
tendant on the services of the Church.

My acquaintance with him snd his
family was exceedingly pleasant. I
noticed that during the service he was
much affected, and at times brushed
away a tesr as the truth impressed
him. Onpe day, calling at his home, I
asked him t» walk in his garden with
me. We looked at his bsautiful plants
and his thr:fty orchard loaded with
delicious fruit. Then I told him why
I bad asked him to come out with me;
that I wished to talk with him of his
salvation, and that I wished to d. it
with nim alone. He thanked me f r
my friendly interes*, and that I hid
kindly withdrawn him from his family.
so that our talk could be without re-
serve. I said that I had noticed that
the truth was impressive te him, and
that I wished to help him see his duty
and to do it. He rep'ied, that the
eubject of religirn had always com-
manded his respect, that his pursuits
had taken him away from religious
privileges, and that since he had be-
come a regular attendant upon divine
service the truth had seemed new and
vastly important, and that he now felt
his need ard was willing to do his
whole duty.

The way of salvation through re-
pentance and faith in Christ was pre.
sented to him clearly and simply. He
accepted the facts humbly and sincere-
ly. The next Sunday it was evident
that the Holy Spirit was doing Hs
divine work in the soul of that man;
and it was not long before he bacame
a decided Christian, and proposed to
make public confession of his faith in
the Redeemer. He lived for a number
of years after this, walking consistent-
ly in the Christian way and testifying
to the grace ot Christ; and when, in
his old age, he died, it was as » Chr.s-
tian dies, sustained by an unfaltering
faith in the Almighty Saviour.

The peculiarity of this experience is
that the truth tock hold of this man
at his advanced manhcod as it more
commonly does of the young. His
avocation had taken him away from
the covsecutive influence of worship
aud preaching and of association with
the friends of Christ. It was only
occasionally, wheu for a short time he
was in port, that he had attended
Church. Most of the time he was at
sea or in strsnge ports, where there
was little in his environment to sugges*
serious things. So he was not hard-
ened, like old men who have formed
the habit of it differer ceor of resistance
to the motives of the Gospel. To him
the truth was new truth, It wrought
steadily and without hindrance on his
conscience and heart. He was intelli-
gent and the Gospel call and persua-
sives were felt in their real power.
The Spirit had not been grieved, So,
although far on in life, he was born
anew. And it was sn impressive
sight, when, with six others, much
younger than himself, this aged man,
of choice and with tearful joy, steod
forth in public acknowledgment of
Christ as his Savi. ur.—Burdety Hart,
in N. Y. Observer. .
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The wasted mental force would do
all the work ¢f the world.

They who wait to do great thirgs
never do anything.

el e,

He who acts unjustly,
to himself, because ! ¢
bad,— Marcus Aurelius.

acts upjustly
21kes himself

There wasin my parish a sea captain |

was only at long intervals that we saw |

M. edjWithjthe[Spirit.

A | ANGER TO BE AVOIDED.

Care vl study of the subject and a
(lise o' cervation of the men who bave
'said most about it for the past ten
| years have caused me to fear that a
| great mistake is made in many in-
stances. Being filled with the Spirit
|is a very different thing from being
filled with the subject. Some have
 seemed to be filled only with the doc-
 trine of the Holy Spirit as it is taught
'in the New Testament. This is a
igreat evil. They become dis:turbers
) and hinderers rather than a help. If
jone sllows himse'f to fill up on the
mere doc'rine instead of allowing what
the Scriptures say to lead him daily to
the source of power for the work of
| soul-winning, he will soon be running
| over with a doctrinal idea, while sinners
are perishing about him. He will
likely conclude, too, that it is his
gpecial duty to go about fixirg the
churches and preachers on the doctrine
| of Spirit. He will fird what seems to
| be & great want of Spirit-filled preach-
ers even among those who are on fire
with .the desire to lead sinpers to
Christ. ‘“‘He shall te:tify of me,”
was what Christ said of the ministry
of the Spirit. And the power which
the Spirit gives, makes believers wit-
nesses unto Chriet, The Spirit dces
not speak of Himself so much as of
Christ. He is not in the world to fill
people with a mere doctrine, but with
Himself. When oneis filled with the
Spirit, his th ughts are maicly of a
perishing world, whom Christ died to
save. OUne may be filled with the
Spirit and know but little of what the
Bible teaches on the subject It is
not necessary to have the doctrine in
conscious analysis in «rder to be filled
with the Spirit. Indeed oze may only
know Christ ard trust Him for His
Spirit and sometimes He will be sent
upon the believer and so fill him with
power that sinners cannot resist him.
On the other hand, | have never
known a man so filled with the doctrine
of the Holy Spirit, that he went about
preaching that doctrine, who did not
lose his power with sinners. The
object of preaching is the salvation cf
sinners, and there is no name giver,
nor honcred by the Spirit, by which
they may be saved, but the name of
Jesus. When the apostles were filled
with the Spirit they preached Christ
with power. What is said cf the
Spirit's power in their ministry is
always incidental, and shows that His
work in them, and through them, was
preaching Christ as a Saviour. The
more a man is filled with the Spirit,
the more his sermors will be filled
with Chris*,

To hold the doctrine of the Holy
Spirit filled life and to teach it pr. perly
is well; but to ba so filled with it, asa
doctrine m-rely, as to forget the +inner
and his Saviour is far from being filled
with the Spirit.—Rev. J. H. Boyer,
in The B:ptist Argus.
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Sabbath Desecratior.
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At this season more than at any
cther period of the year the sanctity
of the Sabbath is ignored and profaned.
With the pleasant weather of the
spring thousands take their first les-
sons in Savbath desecration. A spin
through the park, a run into the coun-
try, or a stroll through the fields make
an easy beginning. The bane of the
bicycle is i s easy and inexpensive use
for Sunday riding. The bicycle is do-
ing much for the health and pleasure
of the men and women of this age,
and it is only to be regretted that its
use on Sunday is made the means of
moral degeneration to those who use it
for club runs and personal outings
The bicycle is a good instrument for
pleasant and heathful recreation, but
let it rest one day in seven, while God
is worshipped and his eanctuary rever-
enced.

The stealing of God’s day for per-
sonal recreation and social pleasurs
finds its parallel in the instance of the
boy who craved of the farmer permi.-
sion to take ome of the apples that
grew on a young tree in the crchard.
The request was not only gran‘ed, but
the boy was told that he might have
all that were on the tree save that one
choice apple was to be 1 ft for the pro-
prietor, that he might himself prove
the character of the fiuit of this yourg
tree. After such generosity upon his
part, judge what was the surprise of
the owner of the tree when a little
later he came only vo discover that the
ungrateful recipient of his bounty had
not duly taken the five apples that had
been given in excess of the request,
but had villanously stolen the seventh
also. God has given us six days for
business, recreation, aud pleasure, and
no one can use the sscted h urs of
God’'s own holy day without breaking
the ninth, renth, and seventh, as well
as the third commandment.

Our imperative need « f recreation is
maide the seeming justificati n of those
who have =old to their employers the
six days which God has given them,

and then deliberately turn and steal
God’s day, under the plea that they
must have recreation, and that they
have no other time to take it.

This plea prevails and suffices with
many, 'ut its great and mi¢lesding
danger lies in the fact that the claim
is 80 nearly correct. It is so near the
truth that, like the clock that does not
ron it is very dangerous, and misleads
many during * the danger us hour.”

Yes you must have exercice, ard
possibly recreation also, but you have
no right to devote to busire:s all the
time which God has given you and then
deliberately turn and steal his time
under the plea that you must bave
recreation. If recreation is so essen-
tial to your hesalth and happiress, then
go to your employer and redeem a
half or even a whole day of each week
and devote it to the needed recreation.
— Record of Christian Work.

———— e ——————
Blessedness of Persecution.

Persecution must be for Crrist's
sake, that is, because we are identified
with him and are living his life in the
world. It is to be for righteou:noes’
sake, that is, because we are righteous,
because of our goodness. T.ere are
thcse “who bring persecution upon
themselves by their own manner of
life. Even religious people sometimes
are hard to live with. Their religion
is not beautiful nor winning. The
gocd fruits on ther lives grow on
briery stems ur among thorns. They
invite and coax persecution. Then
there are those who herald some
iniquity under the guise of religion,
and call the opposition which they
meet from good people persecution.
But there is no comfort here for tuch.
It is only when men suffer for the sake
of the good that is in them that this
beatitude spreads its white wings over
them.

N> one has ever endured persecation
with submission and patietce but the
world has been made better. Every
tear shed in witneesing to the truth
has fertil zad one spot of the earth.
Every drop of martyr blo:d that has
fallen to the gr.und has caused some
plant of righteousness to grow more
juxuriantly. We do not thiik often
enough of what we owe to those who
have gone before us, and have given
their life in suffering and sacrifice for
holy causes. Every b'es:ing we enjoy
represents a martyrdom somewhere in
the past. Truth has always been ad-
varced through the persecution of
those who at first stood up alone to
declare what God had taught them.—
Dr. J. R Miller.

————— - —————

IT 18 told of Fravklin that one time
in Paris he was grea'ly ridicul:d for
his love of the Bible, and that he made
up his mind to find out how many of
the scoffers had read it. He informed
one of the l:arned socie‘ies, of wh ch
he was a member, that he had come
across a story of pastoral life in ancient
times that appeared to him very

beautiful, but that he wouold like the
judgment of the society upon it. On
the evening appointed, Franklin had a
reader of finely modulated voice read
to them the Book of Ruth. They
were in ecstasies over it, and one after
another rose to express gratification
and admiration, and the desire that
the manuscript be printed. ‘It is
printed,” said Franklin, *‘and is a
part of the Bible.”—[Ram’s Horn.
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Dr. Woon's Norway Pine Syrup
was the first ana original *‘pine’ pre-
paration for coughs and colds, A.l
others having the name ‘‘pine” are

simply imitations, some of them worth-
less.

Victoria Harbor, Ont.

Mr. Joseph Currier, a respected
citizen of this place, was s0 bad with
Rheumatism that he could not attend
to his work. Two boxes of Milburn’s
Rheumatic Pills have effected a zom-
plete cure.

Still Ancther Triamph.— Mr. Thos,
S. Bullen, Sunderland writes : “For
fourteen years I was afflicted with
Piles ; and frequently I was unable to
walk or sit, but four years ago I was
cured by using Dr. Thomas' Eclectric
O1 T have also been subject to
(Qainsy for over forty years, buv Eclec-
tric Oil cured it, and 1t was & perman-
ent care in both c:ses, as neither the
Piles nor Quinsy have troubled me

since.”’

ULGERS

CURED BY CUTICURA.

My mother has been a victim to ulcers from
varicose veins for thirty-five years. Eleven of
these terrible sores have existed at oue time on
the limb affected. Excruciating painand intense

suffering were endured, withall sorts of remedies. -

on trial and numberless physicians’ calls and
prescriptions applied, a!l with but little benefit.
At lagt the remedial agent was found in Curi.
CURA, which sutely proved worth its weight in
gold, alleviating pain and causing healing pro-
cesses 1o commence and a cure speedily effected,
CuTicurA Soar is cleansing, purifying, and beal-
ing in its nature, proving iteelf a most excellent
and valuable auxiliary to Curicura (ointment),

March 16, 1898. . T. MORBE, Cabot, Vt,

o2~ Warm baths with Coticura Sear, gentle anoint-
ings with CUTICURA, the great skin cure snd purest of
emoliients, and mild doses of CuTICURA RESOLVENT,great-
estof blood purifiers and humor cures, have cured thou=-

sands whose suffering from humors was aimost beyond
endurance, hair lifelessor all gone, disfigurement terrible,

Bold throughoutthe world, Porrer D. & Cem. Core.,
Sole Props., Boston. “ How to Cure Every Humor,"” tree.
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Exhibits in all the Usual
Classes

$13.000 IN PRIZES,
Special Amusements

on Grounds and in Hall.

BAND MUSIC

Day and Evening.

ifins and
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e,
Special rares

Open From 9 a. m. to 10p.1
General Admission,

Adalts, 25c¢cts. Children, |
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D. J. McLAUGHLIN,
Prerident

CHAS. A. EVERETT,
Mgr. and e

bhienge of Busing

The subseribers have entered intos
partnership for the carrying on ¢
GENERAL HARDWARE BUSIN
under the firm name of

GUS TWEEDDALE & ((

On the premises lately occupied by Lor
M. Wiley. endin
Z. R. EVERETT. Troul

E. A. TWEEDD! e

ul, v

The new firm will carry a complete s\ ::;ifi

of Shelf and Builders’ Hardware, P
and Table Cutlery, Iron and Steel, Cen
and Fire Brick, Agricultural Implemt
Guns, Revolvers and Sporting
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