RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER.

Courage.

— ——

Xt the day’s brief pain and paseing care

Have reewed too mueh and too bard to
bear ;

Xf under its trivial press and swart

Thou hast failed in temper and lost in
heart ;

If the undiscouraged, journeyirg sun,

As it rinks to its rest with its travail done,

Leaves thee all spent with trouble and
BOPrOW—

How shalt thou face the harder to-morrow?

Yf the things familiar daunt thee #o,

How rhalt thon deal with an unknown woes
If conquered by every paesing dole,

How build the sinews of thy =ouml ?

To stand and shiver on the brink

Of each recurrent task, and shrink,

Will never barden thee to atide

The waves of the turbulent Jordan tide.

Never a river but brims ard fills

By the aid « f the namberless slender 1ills ;
Never a etrength but has grown and fed
With the force of a weakness ¢ r.quered ;
Never a day but is ruled and shaped

By the power of a yesterday esc ped ;
And pever a human sovl that grew

By a single resolve to its stature true,

Winter makes ready for the epring

Bv months of struggle snd suff:ring,

And the victory won from the mortal strife

Strengthens the fiber and pn'se of life

How if the earth, in its chill despair,

Felt that the fight were 100 hard to bear?

Where were the bloom and the viutage,
then ?

Where were the harvest for hungering
men ¢

8o, if the now se'ms cruel and hard,
Endure it with thoughte of the afterward ;
And be sure that each task that ie clearly
set

Is to brace thee for other tarks harder yet.
Train the stout muscles of thy wiil
In the daily grapple with daily il
Till, strong to wrestle ana firm to abide,
Thou shalt smile at the tarbulent Jordan
( tide.

—Suean O olidge.
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Why are Not More Souls Convert-
ed Under Our Ministry ?

REV. J. D. COUNTEMINE, D. D,

This is a very serious as well as an
exceedingly interesting aud important
question; a questionthat has frequently
been atked by some «f the most
thoughtful, anxious and conscientions
workers in the Mast:r’s scrvice. Why
are not more souls converted under
wmy ministry ! How often has this
question come to the writer. Some
times it has come in the quiet hours of
the night and probed his heart to its
lowest depths. At other times it has
forced itself upon him during the busy
hours of the day, stopping him in his
work, demanding an answ+r. It is to
him, therefore, a very personal and
delic.te uestion, one that needs to be
handled with-the greatest c.re But
then it should be handled, for if the
lack of conversions be due to anything
in the life or character of the minister
or to the way or spirit in which he
delivers the divine message it should
be known in order that
which stops the blessing may be re-
moved*

After that, in the wisdom of God.
the world by wisdom kvew not God,
it pleised (God by the foolishness of

the stone

preaching to save them that believe.
Belief is necessary to conversion. He
that cometh to God must b:lieve that
he is and that he is the rewarder . {
them that diligently seck him. Thus

far everything is cle r. The individual

who hears the truth must believe it

or the truth wil have no saving effect

on his soul. For this

there 1s no
pu-si')l-' escape. Without a personal
fai h in Christ we p rish, He thit

bclu-\«:th on the Son hath everlastiog
life, and that believeth not vn the Son
shall not see lifa, bnt the wrath of
God abideth on him. So important is
faith on the part of the hearer. He
must believe in order to be saved, and
thus escape from the wrath of G d
which is already upon him. The gospel
was preached unto us, as well as unto
them, but the word preached d d not
profit them, not
faith in them that hea'd it.

This rtatement siows
conclusively that thelack of conversions
may be, and sometimes is, due not to

hemg mixed with

imporvant

the preacher nor to the message he
brings, but to the hearer. Possibly
the same thing may be true to-day

Possibly the

great dearth of conversions in so many

primary cause of the
of our churches i8 to be accounted for
simply by the l.ck of faith on the par
of the hearer. Christ c¢could do no
mighty wvorks in his own country
because of their unbelief. If unbe ief
on the part ofthe hesrers thus rendored
ineffectual the ministry of Christ, what
may it not do to our ministry ! In
such a case the minister is rather to be
pitied than t> be blamed. It is hard
to labor among those who are so dead
in tre:passes and sins that they have
n> capacity, and consequentiy no
desire for the truth as it is in Christ
Can these bones live ! O L rd God,
thou ko~ e:t. Here is our inspiration,
oor hope. God kaows, and it is He
who has crdained that men should be
saved by the foolishness of preaching.
Man's voice, G d’s truth; man's e peech,
the Holy Spirit's inspiration; a human

g2

orgsn, a superhuman power. We are
old, on good authcrity, that the
greatest need «f the Church to-day i
not more money or more intelligence
or even more heart, but more earnes ,
persevering, importunate prayer. The
ability to pray well, so it is affirmed.
is a greater and far more effectual gf:
than the ability to preach well. We
fail in our prayer life largely because
we fail in our spirit-life,. Where there
is much prayer there is much of the
Spirit, and where there is much of th
Spirit there sculs are converted. 1
the lack of conversions under our
ministry due to the lack of persevering,
importunate prayer? Is the root of
the difficulty so deep? Does it thus
go to the very vitals of our own spirit-
ual life? This 18 a serious question.
Under its probings, ro prayer could
possibly be more appropriate than that
excelleut prayer of David, when out of
the bitterness of his soul he cried.
Saarch me, O God, and know my heart;
try me, and know my thoughts and
see if there be avy wicked way in me,
aod lcad me in the way everlasting.

The writer knows by a sad, yet
joyful, experience that when God
searches s human heart he m-kes most
thorough werk of 1t. Let no cne,
however, hesitate cn this account to
offer David’s prayer. What we want
1# therough work. If the lack of con-
versions under my winistry is dus to
s mething in my hear'; then O Lord
out with it. Remove the obstacle,
whatever it may be, that souls may be
saved. DBetter far probe the wcund
and probe it deep than to die by inches
with Better far let
search our hearts to-day than to have

lim wait till the light of the great

gangrene, God

Judgment Day is flashed in wpon our
souls, only rto reveal our sins and our
f llies when it is too late to make
We do uot affirm that the

lack of conversions under our ministry

amends,

i8 due to lack of prayer on the part of
the mir istry. We mikeno ruch charge-
It may be, or it may not be. We hope
it is not so, and yet something is
wrong. Souls are not saved.

O Lord, this people bave sinned a
great sin, and have made them gods of
gold; yet now, if thou wil> forgive
their sin—and if not, blot me, 1 pray
thee, out of the book which thou hast
written. I say the tru'h in Chrst; I
lie not, my conscience bearing me
witness in the Holy Ghoat, that I have
great heaviress and continual sorrow
'm my heait, for 1 could wish myself
accureed from Christ for my brethren,
my kinsmen according to the flesh.
“O Lord. giyve me Scotland or I die.’
t is a long time since the writer has
heard any prayers like these. Why
not ? Why should not the Christian
minis ry of to day be just as earnest
and importunate in prayer as was
either M ses, or Paul or John Kuox
Luther is said to have prayed three
hours a day, and that it was to this
more than to anything else that he
attributed his success. Contrast th s
with what actuslly tock plice a lew
months ago in one of our gieat benev..-
lent iostitati.ns which has only «ne
rel gious service during ths w ek.
which rervice is held on S.bbath after
noon. The service was conducted by
a city pastor. who preached a | ng
serm:n, but strange to say he did nut
have a word of prayer from begin:i.o
Thi.

We cer

to end, save the benediction.

may have been a rare case.
tainly hope it wag, bu* is it not some
what
! 1 :
even one egudén case, and that in an

1astitution filled with seven cr eignt
'n'u;!r-:«'l poor, h meless J{l]d h' liﬂc.\'s

men and women

When Christ came down from the
M.unt of Transfiguration, he told his
(h‘cip'tﬂ this kind goeth notv out but
by prayer and fasting, Is n.t the same
true to-day ! Are there not in all our
churches individuals whom we
becefit, simply becsuse we
have fyiled in our prayers and fasting ?

have
fa lt:d 10

We leave this question to be settled at
the closet docr of every Christian

minister,

(o, preach the preaching that I bid
thee. Go, stand and speak in the
temple to the people all the words of
this life. Go ye into all the woild,
and presch the gospel to every creat-
‘‘the
preachiog 1 bid thee,” **all the words
of this life,” ‘‘the Gospel.” Never did
an ambassador or envoy to a foreign
¢our! receive more definite crders than
these. There can be no possit le mis.
take about what Christ wonld have us
preach. He has made it very plamn
and pos tive, He commands us to
preach the G.spel, the whole Gospel,
and o thing but the Gospol.
doing this ?

ure. Notice the expressions,

Are we
Are we presciing the
whole Gospel as we oughi to preach it
under the ga dance and inspiration of
the Holy Ghost? We leave this
quest.on, with a few others, for future
wedi a'100.
WA

No matter how much we get, we
only get to lo e, unless we also get

Christ,

Are We Blind Also?

{  ““Are we blind also ?” said the re
ligious teachers of the day t: Jesu:,
a d one can imagine the amused «mil-
with which they would say i . 7Thuc
absurdity of the charge made by this
! ignorant Galilean peasant was so evi-
dent that it was impo-sible to be ang'y
with him. Their smile was reflected
| in the faces they saw about them, for
was it not well known that theee were
the most enlightened men in all Tarael ¢

“Do you mean to tell me that I
must be saved just as my coachman has
been saved 7’ sald the titled lady to
the preacher at the close of the ser-
vice. The thing seemed ton absurd
for belief. There muet be some dis-
tinction made. The good Lord wouid
never r.quire such as she to eoyl her
comparatively clean robes by brushing
up against the ignorant and debased
in passing into His kingdom, She
remembers that some one sald, * there
is no dfterence;” but that was long
a20, when there was not much differ-
ence anyway. At any rate, it was not
Jesus Coris® who said this..

Not long ago the minister of a
fashionable uptown church suddenly
awoke to the fact that he had been
called to preach the Gospel. In his
ordination vow he had promised to do
this. He had not kept his vow, and
his peuple had been fed upon husks
The next Sabbath he entered the pulpit
determined tc deliver the message God
has given him in answer to his prayer.
At the close of the service a self elected
deputation waited on him, ere he had
risen from his knees in the vestry, to
know i1f he intended to continue this
mode of addressing them, as if they
were no better than the deaizens f
the slums 7

It is the same old cry, ‘‘Are we blind
also ' The cultured and respecta‘le
sinner mu-t surely receive other treat-
ment than that accorded to an ignorant
and debased man whom the respectable
m4n has just helped out of the gutter !

The serpent-bitten Israelites were
all reduced tv the same footing by the
bite of the terpent. Oane had been a
priest, another had been a bond-
servant, but that distinction was past.
The two lay side by side with the
poison in their veins. For priest and
bond-slave there was but one cure— to
look to the brazen serpent. Af-er
they were cured the one took back his
pries'ly robe and the other took up
his burden, but now they were equal
in their need of help.

The respectable sinner is in need of
salvation ¢ jually with the disreputable
sinner. In the matter of receiving
sa'vation all are alike. In the matter
of after service the maa of charac er is
certaivly in better condition to go to
work than the man who has debasei
himself. But still he has looked to
Jesus C rist, and has been energized
by the 'ife that comes with that look
He is one of a cl 88 of which the man
far b:neath him socially is another. It

18 to this fact that the men of our
Lord’s day, and the men of every day
down to the present, were, and still
are so blind.
el -t A
About Debts.

We are not g i"g to indu'ge in avy
dissertation on this sabject. Oar paor-
pose is simply to give a few hints that
may be of trervice to esome of our
readers, especially to the younger ones.

I If you are ouv of debt, stay out.

; : ; t may be nezessary fo ose who are
alarming that there should be | It v " '5 ry for those who are
| carrying on business to assume obliga,

tions beyo.d their immedia e abil ty
to pay.

who are working for a fixed wage o1
salary sh uld endure almost any hard-
ship rather than mortgage their future
It is easy to persuade one's
self that the expenses of tc -morrow
will be less than those of to day, and
the income greater; but as a matter o
fact the caseis often quite the reverse.
Sufficic nt tnto the day are the deraande
thereoi. You will probably need next
week or nex® year all that you can
mike by your most active efforts.
Rather than incur burdens which may
eventua ly crush all the life out of you
it will be .ise for you to weir an old

revenuves,

coat, to eat plain food, to restrain
youreelf in the purchase of all unneces.
sary articles, and even to practice the
viroue of self-denial in the matters of
hespi a’ity and charity. You may
hones'ly spend or give away what is
your own; but to spend or give awa)
what,do s not belong to you is to run
the risk of injuring and defrauding
some one else,

2. If you are in debt, get out as soon
as possible. Set apart some share of
a'l your earnings, even if it be a small
ehare; to liquidate the claims which
your peighbers hold against you.
D hrg grow like a rolling snow-ball
The only safe thing to do with them is
t) cur them down just as rapidly as
pesible. This remark holds good
even in « se you are in nowise to blame
for your existing situation, and stall
mcre so in case your own folly and
| th-ughtlcssuese is the cause of yonur

But even such persons shou!d |
be very careful before d ing so. Those !

man, ari to suffer your creditors to
whistle { r their money, is to show
th ' you lack manhood.

3. 1f v should come to pass that
you are utterly unable to meet the
clasms which are justly held agaiost
you, the proper policy is one of per-
fect frankness. You have nothing to
make, but everything to lose, by trying
to cover up or conceal the facts in the
cise. Deceit is never allowable. It
is not necessary that you should de-
clare your bankruptcy from the house.
tops, but it is a duty of the highest
rank that you shou'd be open and
sincere toward those with whom you
have had or are having business deal.
ings. To lcok at the matter from the
lowest and most worldly standpoint,
your rebabilication depends largely
upon your scting in strict accordance
with the r quirements of Christian
ethics. The turn of the tice may come
after a while, and 1t will be much more
1 kely to come if you adopt the co.rse
wkich we have suggested than if you
go oa from year tu year accumulating
an ever-increasng load of financial
reeponsibilities.—Nashville advocate.

——ll O GP—s
Everyday Religion.

**Some people excuse themselves fcr
not beivg Christians by eaying, ‘Cer-
tainly I could be a Christian if I could
get out of this pusition, if I could get
out of this busness, this particular
situation in which I am engaged, where
there are ungodly men round me, "
says Rev. G. Campbell Morgan, writ-
ing on “'E .vironmend” in the February
Record of C:ristian Work.” **‘If I
only lived in y.ur home, instead of
mine, I could be a Christian. My
environment 18 against me.’

*‘If you cannct be a Christian where
you are, you cannot be a Christian
anywhere. God is no more in my
home than in thine.

‘““ ‘It isso easy to be a Caristian
while we are in the sanctuary, and
the very breath of eternity is upon us,
and God is at hand. To-morrow, in
the city, in the workshop, in the office,
in the mart, it is very hard.’

**God is no more in the sanctuary
than he is 1 your shop, or your office,
or the mart, and it is no more d.flicult
to pray when ungodly men are throng-
ing around you than 1t 18 to pray here.

**So long as you are longing for
freedom from your presewt environ-
ment to be a Christian, you will ne:er
find the deliverance you seek.
el .

The Bible.

Some writer gives the following[
avalysis of the ** Bcok of books,” the
Bible :

Itis a Book of Laws, toshow the
right and wrorg.

It is a Book of Wisdom that makes
the foolish wise

It is & Boek of Truth, which detects
all human errors.

It is a Book of Life, that shows how
to avoid everlasting death.

It is the mo:t suthentic and enter-
taining history ever published.

It contains the most remote anti-
quities, the wost remarkable events
and wonderful oc-urrences.

It 18 a complete code of laws.
[t is a perfect budy of divinity.
[t is an uwwequal'ed narrative,

[tis & book of bivgraphy.

[t is a book of travels.

It is & book « f VOyazes,

It is the best covenant ever made ;
the hest deed ever written. l
It is the besi will ever ex:ccuted;

best testament ever signed.

[t is a learned man's masierpiece.

['is the young man’sbhest companion,

[t is the schoolboy’s best instractor

It is the ignorant man’s dictionary,
and every man’s directory.

It promises an eternal reward to the
faithful and believing.

Bus that which crowns all the
Au hor.

He is without partiality, and waithout
nypocrisy; **With whom there i8 no
variablen«ss, neither shadow of turn
ing,"

e el 4= AP

Begin To-day.

Is there nothing that Christ, as your
friond, your Lord, your Saviour, wants
you to do that you are leaving undone

sy ! Do you doubt one instant,
with His bigh and deep love for your
soul, that He wantsyou to pray ? And
do you pray? Do you doubt one
instant that it is His will th-t you
shculd honor and help and biess all
the men about you who are His breth-
ren? And are you doing aaything
like that ? Do you doubt one instant
that His will is that you should make
life sericus and lofty ? Do you doubt
one instant that He wants you to be
pure in deed and word and thought ?
And are ycu pure? Do you doubt
one instant that His command is for
you openly to own Him and declare
‘that you are His = rvants before all
the world? Aul Lave you donme it?

| Bryan

These are the questions which make
! 1

beng uuewr the hackle. To give up the whole matter clear. No, no: in |
the hope f being once more a free _qu'et lanes, nor in the bright temple

courts, as once He spake, and not
from blazing heavens, as men some.
times seem to expect—not -so does
Christ speak to us. And yer H:
speaks ! | know what He—there in
all His glory—He, here in my hesrt—
waots me to do to-day, and I know
that 1 am not mistaken in my knowl-
edge. Itis no guess of mine. It is
His voice that tells me.— Philiips
Brooks.

——— e ———
Shining-Faced Pilgrims.

—

A young man who had lis'ened with-
out repentance to many sermons in-
tended to convert sinners, once heard
a sermon of Dr. Add'son Alexander’s
vn *‘A city which hath foundations,”
read aloud in a parlor full of Chzristians.
In a short time he called on the pastor
to ask what he must do to be saved,
and said he had had no peace since
hearing that sermon.

‘““What was there in that sermon to
bring you to repentance ¥’ asked the
preacher.

“*Ah,” said the young man, *‘I
lo ked around and saw a roomful of
people on their way to heaven; their
faces were shining with joy and hope,
bat I had no part in it, and I s:opped
and asked myself for the first time,
*Where, then, are you going ! "

el 0 G e

Useless and Harmful Words.

The woman’s pige in ‘‘The New
York Tribune” contains a etriking
quotation from George Eliot : ‘“‘Half
the sorrows of women would be averted
if they could repress the speech they
know to be useless—uay, the speech
they have resolved not to utter.”

It 18 as true of many men, cspecially
such as in cri‘ical times from their
opinion while speaking, and such as
sibmit to interviews for puhlication.
The reputation of George Eliot herse f
would have been far higher than it is,
and perhaps her sorrows would have
bsen less, if she had suppressed
affirmative speech when the philose-
pher, whose wife was living, asked her
to take that wife’s place.

e el e

The Busy Minister.

Christian minieters who do their
duty lead as busy lives as any class in
the community. They work hard from
Sunday moraing to Sa'urday evening,
if they attend with any measure of
fidelity to the calls of pa toral visita-
tion, philanthr :pic activity, commit-
tees on church and conference work,
pr «paration for the pulpit, and the fre.
quent demands fur sermons. The bet-
ter the minister the more unceasing is
the strain on his time and energies.
No workingman has such long, hard
hours as the av-rage preacher of our
day. With realizitions of this fic:
wirapprehensions as to lazy lives and
easily earned salaries of ministe s must
passaw.y from the mind of every hon-
est artisan, and compel him to aimit
that here at least, no just cause of ;e
pr- ach can be found.—Northern Ad-
vocate

P ——
S me of the haogriest pecple in the

world are tho:e who have the mest
wealth.

Liver Complaint.

* For the past y-ar I have suffered
more or less with liver complaint. but
by using three btottles of Burdock
Rlood Bitters I was complete y cured.’
W. P. Wood, R:vels.oke Station, B.
C.

For NiNe Years — Mr. Samuel
Thedford, writes : ' For nine
years I suffered with ulcerated sores
on my leg ; I"expended over $100 to
physicians. and iricd every preparation
I heard of or saw recommended for
such disease, but could get no relief.
I at last was r commecded to give Dr.
Thomas’ Electric Oil a trial, which has
resulted, afier using eight bot: les (using
it internally and exteroally). in a com-
plete cure. I believe it is the best
medicine in the world, and I wr te this
to let others knuow what it has done
for me.”

Hagyard's Yellow Oil is a usefu!
remedy to have in any house. It is
good for man or beast, Relieves pain,
reduces swelling, allays inflammation,
cures cuts, burns, bruwes, sprains,
stiff joints, quiney, sore throat, kidney
complaint, ete. Price 25¢.

Ltch!Itch!Itch!

Awfulltchingof Eczema
Dreadful Scaling of
Psoriasis

CURED BY CUTICURA

Curicura 80AP, to cleanse the skin,
Cuticura Ointment, to heal the skin, and
CuTicurRA RESOLVENT, to cool the blood,
make the most complete and speedy cure
treatmaent for torturing, disfiguring hu-

mors, rashes, and irritations, with loss of |

hair, which have defied theskill of the best
physicians and all other remedies,

THE SET $1.25

Or, Boar, 28¢.; OINTHENT, 50c.; REsoLvexT, S0c. Sold
everywhere. Forrer D axp C. Cugr. Frops., Boston.
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