RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER.

Agagite. Probably a term of re-|
proach  Bowed. Prostrated him

{self, for such was the ordinary
| enstern peac ise. Mordecai. A Jew,
and-an elder cou-in of Esther (2: 7),
whow ke had adopted as s
daughter (2: 15). Bowed not Be-
caused in so doing he would have
been untrue to his God and his
religion. The Persians not only
from motives of piety, but from
prudence also, worship sheir kings
as gods. So that the act of pros-
tration before Haman would be
understood to imply religious
homage He had the courage of
his convictions, The difference be-
tweem right and wrong may be
shown in a litter matter, but it is
not, therefore, a little matter. e
king's gats. An open space before
the gate of his palace, used asa
place of assemb!y, for the adminis

tration of justice, and for audience,
for kings, rulers, and ambassadors.
Whether Mordecai’s matters would
stand, 1. e., whether his excuse
would ve allowed. He had told
them that he was a Jew So that
they would understand why he

Pher Saubath- Scbooa.

Haman’s effor s to injure others with quickness and for longer
became a moral boomerang, und distances without any tired feeling.
destroyed himse'f. t 7.1 go to my study and my

Hawan's permission to kill all pulpis without any sens- of loss of
the Jews has been well compared to | strength umnt:ﬂ!'y or physically,
the license to sell intoxicating ; but with freshness of vigor which is
liquors. (1) Tt is granted by a declightfal.
sove.reigu country. (2) It is a| One by one of their own accord,
privilege given to a few. (3) to|every member of my family have
injare and destroy the people. (4) given up their breakfast and all are
It is given for money. The license ! better for it.
is paid for. (5) But all this, and ! I could fill pages of interesting
much more, is to be taken from the | detail resulting from the adopting
spoils of the people injured. (6) It of this rule, growing out uf my
id a great injury to the country |simple expositions.
that grants it. (7) It brings ruin| Restful sleep isot hunger pro-
to the Hamans who use the license. | ducing.

(8) The Mordecais and Esthers; The breakfast does not furnish
are laboring against it at great cost ' strength for the same morning's
and self-denial. (9) They will be | work.

successful in the end. In no case does food give strength
until converted into blood.

We all do our work on the blood
extrac ed from the food of other
days.

Boved T #ikh above all thisgs The proof of the pudding is in the

| eating. It will not do anyone any
thou mayes osper 1 be ~ g g
that mayest prosp and be 1n harm to go without breakfast for

ealth, even as thy soul prospereth ol g
h y gsags o three months, and it is almost

et ¥ 00, 2. " : ¢
certain that any one so doing will
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We will sell the balance of ou
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HAMAN'S PLOT AGAINST
THE JEWS. —Esther 3: 111.

Read Chapters 1-3

Commit Verses 5-6.

Golden Text.—It God be for us,

who can be against ws.—Rom. 8:
31,

HISTORICAL SETTING.

TI'ime.—The time of the story
was somewhere about the middle of
Xerxes' reign, 485-465, sixty-two
years after the first return, forty-
. two after the completion of the
temple, and sixteen before Ezra
went up to Jerusalem.

Xerzes' Third Year.—The great
| feast (2: 3), B. ¢ 483
| His Seventh Year.—Esther made
‘ queen (2: 16), B. . 479
| His Thirteenth Year.—Haman’s
plot and Esther’s heroism. B.c. 473.

!

coughs are also cured;
ean the coughs of bron-
weak throats and irritable
' Even the hard coughs
msumption are always
easy and frequently cured §
continued use of |

e

Going Without Breakfast.
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[ Wild Strawberry.

Tue Book or Estaer —The
author is unknown,
| been some one intimately acquaint-

ed with the scenery he describes.

Tue date of writing 1s also un-
known. Professor Sayce places it
at B. ¢. 425. Some place it later.

There are two principal theo:ies
concerning the historical aature of
this book; one, that it is a veritable
history; the other, that itis a ro-
mance founded on fact.

Tue PorrticaL Situarioy —The
story belongs to the times of the
return. It opens about half a
century after the first caravan left
Baby on amid great rejoicing, and
entered Jerusalem nearly fifty
thousand strong. But the hopes
were realized slowly. It was twenty
years before the temple was built.
The walls were not yet restored
and much of the ancient city still
lay in ruins. The slow progress
was very discouraging.

At the same time large numbers
still remained in the lands of. their
captivity, were engaged in business,
had founded homes, and some of
them must have attained consider
able property.

XErxeEs AND THE PErsiaN Ewn
pirE —This empire was larger than
any previous one known in history,
and surrounded its chief with almost
!unimag?n\'ble splendor. It kegan
B ¢ HhH8, with Cyrus who conquered
Babylon in 538, and existed tll it
collapsed under the attack of
Alexander the Great, B © 531
It extended from Ethiopia to India.
Its ambition was to conquer Greece.
and extend its sway over the known
worl i,

i The Ahasuerus of Esther has
been identified almost beyond deubt
with Xerxes, the son of Darius
lHystwpes. The martia! deeds of

Xerxes are fully told by Grecian
historians. He was remarkable for
his beauty, but he was proud, self-
willed, amorous, reckless of human
life, impetuous, changeab'e.

THeE GREAT FEAST AT SUSHAN,
B. C. 483 —Esther 1: 1 9. Xerxes
held an assembly to arrange for the
Grecian war in the third year of his
reign, and it is probably this feast
which is described in the first
chapter of the book of Esther. It
lasted one hundred and eighty days,
Everything was done to impress
upon them the greatness and
power of the king, and the unlimit-
ed resources at his command,
Everything was luxurious and ex-
pensive. Ostentation was the order
of the day. The queen al 0 made
a feast,

QueeN Vasur: Degposep. Ac-
cording to Herodotus, the Persians
| were addicted to drunkenness. The
immediate consequence of the dis
gusting degradationof drunkenness,
in the case of Abhasuerus, is that
the wonarch gross'y insults his
queen. e ountrages ‘the most
sacred rules of Oriential etique'te

but must havel

could not worship Haman. He
thought scorn to lay his hands on
Mordecai alone. The revengeful
temper of the man was such that
this seemed to bim insufficient.
Mordecai had insulted him asa Jew,
and the Jews should pay the
penalty. Moidecai should be
punished not only in prison, but in
his kindred, if he had any, and in
his nation. Sought t) destroy all the
Jews that were throughout the whole
kingdom of Ahasucris. Massacres
on a large scale are of frequent oc-
currence in the East, where human
life is not held in much regard. In
the first wmonth of the Jewish
religious year. Nisan. Correspoud-
iog to our March-April. Zhey cast
Pur. The word from which Purim,
the name of the feast commemorat
ing this deliveranoe, was derived.
Cast....the lot....from month to
month to find the favorable day for
asking his favor of Xerxes. They
were not eleven mouths casting the
lots, but the twelfth wonth, eleven
months ahead. This was favorable
for the Jews, as it gave time for
Esther to defeat the scheme, and
Jews to do their part. A certain
people scattered abroad. Who, by
their ceremonies and by their
religion, were kept from inter
mingling with the other peopile,
and being absorbed by them. Let ¢
be written that they may be de-troyed.
See under v. 6. Ten thousand
talents of silver. Variously esti.
mated at £10,000,000 to %20,000,-
000 Haman may have been a man
of extensive wealth, or he may have
h()pt‘:d to draw the llll')n(‘,y f!'f)l“ the
spoils of the Jews. King took his
ring. His signet. Gave it wunto
Haman So that he could sign in
the king’s name and with the king's
authority any decree he wished
The silver is given to thee. Xerxes
refued the offered money. 1t may
refer to the silver he might take
from the Jews.

Thus the great plot was laid and
seemed sure of success. A orisis of
Jewish history was at hand. Letters
were despatched all over the empiie
for the destruction of the whole
pation f the Jews, onthe thirteenth
day of Adar, about the first of
March, B ¢ 474.

LESSONS FROM HAMAN AND HIS

CAREER

*

Note the disastrous effects upon
the character and life of unlimited,
unbridled power, especially where
the idea holds that it means un-
limited pleasure. It fosters selfish
ness, cruelty, lust, ambition, and
pns~1un.

We often fret under the restraints
i: which we are place!,—poverty,
Narrow circumstances, 'laws, parents,
teachers, and long to be * free as
the wind wherever it blows.” Bat
it is these restraints that save us.

From the feast of Ahasuerus we
learn the degradation of drunken-

Spiritual pro:perity aond health
is the highest earthly blessing, but |
John, writing to his well-beloved |
Gaius, prays that it may be matched ;
by the prosperity and health of the |
body. |
Bodily health is desired by the
worldiy for the sake of earthly gain
and prosperty.

The Christian ought to desire

health for the higher reason so that
he can serve God more efficiently.

The body is the temple of the
Holy Spirit. 1 Cor. 6: 19. To
defile the body with sin, to neglect
it, to cause it to suffer in health or
strength, is an offence against our
sa!vation and the honor of God.

To deliberately undermine health
and strength by persisting in a false
way of living, is a sin of great
enormity.

Drunkentess or gluttony are
offences against s-ul and body,
which no self-respecting person
ought for a moment to allow. Yet
thousands of good men and women
are guilty of excessand bad methods
in eating and drinking that i order
upon these two disgusting and
harmful sins.

The life of the fle-h is in the
blocd. Lev. 17: 11. If pure, rich
blood not only p eserves the health
of the body, and prolongs 'ife, but
contributes to woral intellectual
wnd -piritual health, we should hail
with gladness any discovery tha
will enable us to purify and enrich
o'r blood.

Dr. E H Dawey declares that
digestion is best promoted and food
80 -assimilated as to afford the
largest amount of nourishwent and
the greatest quantity of rich blood,
by giving the stomach a long rest,
during each twenty four hours,
from evening until the noon of the
next day, by going without bre k
fast,and by so doing improve health,
if well; prevent the incoming of
d sease; assist nature to recov r
from any avoidable attack of sick
ness; strengthen the whole body,
and build up the soul and spirit 1
have tried this way of living and it
works well.

For forty years I had been the
victim of sick headaches. I tried
every possible remedy and expedi-
ent recommended by physicians
and friends; dieting i
heartily, going without
various kinds of exercise, rodas,
bromides, Turkish baths, massage,
and not eating certain foods, but
these only gave we temporary
relief. The bilious sick headache
with its excruciating pain, would
return and collapse wmy power of
work for from one to four da.y.~

At last T learned that a friend
and every member of his family, an
imvalid wife, a delicate daughter,
two splendid young collegians, and
« boy of twelve had all given up
their breakfast, were all greatly 1m-
proved mentally and physically

not eatiag

coffee,

| need no further argument.
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Five Miles Above the Earth,

A most interesting balloon ascent
made in September last
by Mr. Stanley Spencer and Dr
Berson, when they succeeded in
reaching an altitude of 27,500 feet.

When released, the balloon st ol
upw:u‘d at a great rate, and the two
men quickly found themselves at
an altitude of two miles above the
earth. At that height they could
plainly hear the barking of a dog.

Up went the balloon, and the air
became colder and rarer. At a
height of three miles the thermome-
ter registered seventeen. At four
miles the temperature was two
degrees below zero.

They could see the Knglish
channel, and towns on the English
and French coasts, with great
distinction with the naked eye.

Up 025,000 feet there wasno diffi-
culty in breathing, but above that
height dizziness was- felt and
suffocation seemed to be near, and
they were obliged to put the tubes
of the oxygen inhalers into their
mouths. Then they felt to buoyant
that they could have gone any-
where.

At 27,000 feet they were miles
above the flights of the highest
birds. The few thin cirrus clouds
whigh they had sighted at a height
of r miles were now below them,
and there was nothing above and
around them but an immense ex
paunse of the deepest indigo nlue,
and a setting sun so dazzling in its
unnatural briiliancy that they could
not bear to look at it.

They now felt the effects cf the
terrible cold; their beards were
crusted with frost; their faces were
pale and bloodless. At 27,500 feet
the temperature was twenty-nine
degrees below zero. If they hoped
to bring the bal oon safely to earth,
now was the time to start on the
return journey.

The descent was begun. In order
to avoid the sea, Mr. Spencer pulled
the valve, which so accelerated the
descent that it was nece-sary to
discharge ballast.

When they had dropped another
mile and reached a denser layer of
air, so that the rate of descent was
the sand thus thrown
out came pattering on the balloon.
I: had just caught up with them.

They reached the earth in safety,
after an aerial ll‘ip lasting oue hour
and fifty minuies.— Saturday Fven
ing Post.
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Was

decreased,

SAM JONES,
the following
Do you know
part calar who they go with than
girls I You may think it a strange
statement, but it is so. A girl will
go on the streets in open day with
+ hoy thav gets drunk, but the

thie evangelist, asks
pertinent question :
that boys are more
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JAMES R HOWIE

AL 23

PRACTICAL TAILOR,

BES toinform my numerous patscns

that I have just opened out a
large and well-selected stock of NB
SPRING CLOTHS, consieting of English
Scotoh and Canadian Tweed Suitings, Hine
Corkscrew ard Diagonal Suitings, hi‘hl
and Dark Spring Overcoatings, and all the
iatest designe and patterns in Fasep
Trouserings from which I am prepared te
make up in Firar Crass StyLa, sccording
to the latest New York Spring and Bep
mer Fashions, and guarantee ¥~ givesn i
satisfaction.

s PRICES MODERATE."&

MEN'S FURNISHING DEPARTMEN

My stock of Men's Furnishing Goods
cannot be excelled. It consists of Haed
and Soft Hats of En&:h and Amexicasr
make, in all the novelties and Staple Buyle

for dptlnx Wear. White adu

shirts, Linen Uollars, Silk Han

Braces, Merino Underwear Hoslery od
well selsoted assortment of f‘my and
Soarfs, in all the latest patterns of

and American
&% Rubber Omslpodﬂw

Jas. R. Xowie

192 Queen S ., Frederiotor

BOARDERS WANTED.

MBS. WM, DOWNEY, Kinz St
pear York, proviles «o)d boms
with large pleasant rooms to lady Norm

| 8 shool Studeats, She can also actrmm
date a fow traamsisnt boarders,

Afterward meeting others who
had not been ill but were a hundred
per cent better for going without
breakfast, I resolved to go without
mine. For a day or two I suffered
frcm slight headaches from what
seemed the want of food, but I soon
found thatthey were thedying pains
of a bad habit.

After a week I never thought of

Vashti refuses the indelicate sum-
mons of her drunken busband. On
this account Vashti was deposed
from being queen.

Tue War witH GREECE.—An in-
terval of four years occurs bef re a
new queen isfoundinplace of Vashu.
It was during this interval that his
great invasion of Greece took place
It is said that the army with which
he invaded Greece numbered 5,283,
220, exclusive of women and other
attendants. This multitude was
met at Thermoply® by l.eonidas
and his 300 SPartans, at whose
hands 20,000 Pers.ans fell, August
7, 480 B ¢. Two months later the
Persians were terrib'y def-ated in
the great naval battle at Salamis
Themistocles, with 380 Greek
vessels, defeated Xerxes with 2 000
eail.  This disaster was closely
followed by others, which compelled
Xerxes to abandon the field and
return home, with scarcely 5 000
soldiers left of all the multitude
with which he set out

QukeN Esragr —Chap 2. After
the resurn of Xerxes from this
disaster, Esther was chosen queen.,
(see next lesson.)

Haman's Pror AGAINST THE
Jews —Vs. 1-11. Four or five
years later. [Haman. Nothing
further is known ofj him. Z%s

There is not a mother
who loves her infant but
should keep on hand dur-
ing the hot weather a
bottle of Dr. Fowler's
Extract of Wild Strawe

| P berry.
'It“é‘l If“ple Q\“ Y There is no remedy se
porting o\ ‘ safe and so effective for

riage  Stock, \MB*, the diarrhcea of infants,
will be up-to and none has the endor-
' Goods: aad sation of so many Cana-
of your patto dian mothers who have

o ity merits, and therefore .%‘g
'AI.E & Gl confidence. One of these is Mra
&) el

winute a boy finds out that a girl
drinks &ae droos her. I wish our
girls would be as particular with
whom they go as the boys are.

ness It robs its victims of self
respect and manliness, and sends
them to wallow in the mire with
swinish obscenity. Wiuat they
woudd not dream of stooping to in
their sober moments, they revel in
with shameless ostentation when
their. brains are clouded with in-
toxioating drink. Husbands, who

are gentle and considerate at other : OF | veligious wmeeting shonld be he'd
times, are transformed into bruses, | VARUDE b;"akf“t and Llfwl;g,h l]“ without results,
who can take pleasure in trawpling tl‘m - mg-ms l A oy
on their wives. It is no excuse to whess every L(:mp g uxur_»d v‘v-tu People who have weak lungs or are
plea.d that the drunkard is a mad- ‘jpread before me, | did not desire subject to coughs, colds or sore tl}mar‘.
man unace untable for his actions ; food at all. The results are should take a few pottles of Dr. Wood's
: . ;| 1. I have not had the slightest | N rvav Vine Syrup w ich would heal
ﬁ?@zlgcfzutﬁ?g;rfo; edha:;mdgitir:) . suggestion of sick headache since I |and streng 1en their lungs wonder-
a con n.

: : rave up my bre:kfast. fully.
.WIL.hOUtc the influence of strong ’ 2. Tphaze lost a large portion of
drink it wou'd have been hard even
for Xerxes to commit the folly sur:'iplnstat;.Skin is improving in
reeo:ded in this lesson. 5 y

texture, My complexion has
Haman was hung oo the gallows | cleared. The tendency to flushness
be had prepared for Mordecsi.

. in the head has disappeared.
" 0““}'8 are like young chickens, 4. T experience no more tendency
an still come home to roost.” to fuNness and unplessantness after
“ Whoso diggevh a pit shall fall

eating It is, therefore, extremely gr,atifvmg
thewein: and he that rolleth a stone, 5 I do not eat as mueh as 1 used | to the propmietor of Panmelee’'s Vege-
it will return upon him.”

to but have better digestion. My/{ tabls Pilis to kaow that their : flo ts to
“ Therefore shall they eat of the | food does not lie so long?in my CO‘“'P"“‘::% & m:‘;f:‘:?ki:g‘g&vewl?:elg
fruit of theirown way, and be filled | s'omach and that useful organ has fﬁ:;:fuleﬂzl;fn y b o gl O s
with their own devices.” gone out of the gas producing busi Th> endorsation of these Piils by the
“Even as 1 bave sesn, they | ness. public is a guarantee that a pill has
that plough iniquity, amd sow| 6. I am consciousof alighter aad }been produced which will fulfil every-
w.ckedness, reap the same.” wore olastic spring. I can walg " thing claimed for it.
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God is being slandered in the
home where the chi'dren do not

want to see Sunday come.

[t is not God's will that any

*Jones, Warkworth, Ont., who saysa
“n give Dr, Fowler's E-tract of Wild
berry great praise, fo it saved m

'S life, She was cutting her teet

Was taken with diarrhcea very bad,
Sister advised mefto get Dr. Fowler's
ict of Wild Strawberry., 1 got a
' and it cured the baby almost ad
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