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INTERNATIONAL LE;SON. |

Third Quarter, Lesson 12 Sept. 17,99

POWER THROUGH THE
SPIRIT.—Zechariah 4: 1-14

Read the Chap'er
Compare Ezra 6: 14-22.
Commit Verses 8-10.

G lien Text.—Not by maght, nor
by power, but by wmy Spirit saith the
Lord of hosts —Zech 4: 6.

HISTORICAL BETTING.

Time.— Zechariah began to pro-
phesy November, B. ¢. 520, between
vhe second and third prophecies of
Haggai. Th: prophecy of the lesson
was spoken on the morninz of the
twenty fourth day of the eleventh
wonth, therefore some time in
March, 519, five months afver the
people began anew their work on
the temple.

Place.—J eru:alem.

Prophets.—Zzchariah and Haggai.

Rulers.— Darius Hy-taspes, king
of Persia: Zerubbabel, governor of
J udea.

THeE ProOPHET ZECHARIAH AND
His MissioN.—Z=chariah was the
son of Barachiah and grand:on of
[ddo, who was one of the heads of
the twelve courses of priests He
was a priest as well as a prophet
He was probably born in Babylon,
and went to Jerusalem when quite
young, with Zerubbabel and Jo-hua.
He began to prophesy about two
wonths after Haggai in the secon
year of Darius Hystaspes, and con-
tinued to prophesy for two years
(1. 1)

Zechariah’s  mission was to
awaken ani1 encourage the Jews in
their great work of rebuilding the
temple and renewing the religious
life of the people.

But there was much to discourage
their hearts and dampen their
ardor. The people were few and
pror. Their enemies were persistent
asnl cruel. Drought and mi dew
hd ruined their crops.

The aged Haggai had aroused
enthusiasm and the work on the
temple begun. It Lad been going
on but few weeks when Zechariah
came to his aid. He made a brief
address at first. Then one night,
three months later, March, B c,
519, God sent to Zechariah a series
of eight visions—which the prophet
rehearsed to the people the next
morning.

The Jew:, we ~re told, “prospered
through the pr., he-ying” (Ezra 6:
13); and in about four years the
temple was finished.

A Serigs oF Ospiecr Lessox
Visions.—We cannot, in the space
allowed, describe all these visions,
but we give some examples.

First Vision (1: 817). The
horses of various colors, among the
fragrant myrtle tiees with their
starry blossoms, were God’s mes
sengers from all parts of the earth,
God has an interest in every portion
of the ear'h. He knows what is
taking place. Jerusalem is not
forgotten. God is managing every.
thing so as to carry out his plans
for her.

The second Vision (1: 18-21) is
that of four horns,

2: 58 | f

! silently filing at these horns.

| eOUSNess,

destroy and conquer,

representing the great nations of

vast extent, of enormous strength,
mighty miiitary organizations,
which had and

torn destroyed |

Jerusalem, and were still arrayed |

against her, i

The angel guide shows the pro- |
phet four awful, spectral 1orms |
They |
represent God's moral forces, right
justice, conscience, pro
v

' vidence, which are undermining the

great world powers for their fail. !
God with ali his universe is on the
side of his prophet and right, what-
ever the appearances to the con

| trary.

The third Vision (2: 1-13) repre-
sents & man with a measuring line.
The angel bid: the man stop survey-
ing, for no measuring line is long
enough to express the extent of the
future city of God.
The fourth Vision. The question
naturally arises whether the past
can be undone. They were suffer-
ing for the sin of the natioa,—can
that sin be forgiven? This qu-stion
is answered by the visicn of the
high priest, clad in filthy garments.
These garments are removed, and in
place of them there is put upon
himm the glorious raiment of the
high priest as he worships God
in the temple.
Other Visions. The fifth vision
is the special subject of our lesson
for to-day. Two other visions, The
Flying Roll, and the woman in the
Ephah Measure, express the assur
ance that the nation ~hould be puri-
fied by the destruction or remova
of the incorrigibly wicked. Crime,
oppression, dishonesty, selfishness,
shall be banished from the kingdom.
No evil thing can enter then.
Tae VisioN oF t1ne GOLDEN
CANDLESTICK ¥e. 'S Thl
vision was to give courage and hope
to the people by the as-urance that
they were yet like God’s precious
gulden candlestick, whose work was
with the

to illumine the world
33 cea -lv,'i g 1 ]f) } } Oy tt")
divine light and iiie, by Dbelng toe

willing, obedient instrument of Gud,

| il ed with his Spirit, living his life,

upholding the truth. 7he angel,
who had explained the other visions.
And waked me. He had slept after
the tirst series of v.sions. This was
the beginniug of a new series, during
the same night. Behold a cand’e
rtick all of gold. Like the seven-
branched candlestick of Solomon’s
iemple (Ex 25: 3137). With a
bow! upon the top. For a reservoir
of oil. And t«wo olive tress. Thete
were the living, perenunial sources of
oil  Knowest thow no! Implies
sarprise that the prophet did not see
through the symbole.

First. The Jewi h aation was
God’s candlestick It= business was
to shed abroad the light of God,
There was only one lamp stand,
denoting the un'ty of God's peopl-;
out it had various branches and
lamps, den ting the r multiplicity
in unity; and the number was seven,
the symbol of their completeness.

The Christian church is Christ’s
golden candlestick (Rev. 1: 20).
The business of Christians is to hold
up the true light, till the whole
world is flooded with the light of
heaven. The church, each branch
of the church, each heart, should be
a “candle of th Lord,” lighted by
him; burning continually, because
continually fed froin the reaten oil
of the sanctuary; shining in the
dark places.

Second. The Ho y Spirit is sym-
bolized by the sacred oil which
keeps the lamps burning and shin-
ing. Not by might Not by any
;"*)\'(‘.l'lllllf‘"tﬂi power or power of
numbers, or of wealth, or valor.
And not by power: not by physical
or bodily strengih. Not by the
lamp, whether it he of gold or of
clay, but by the oil in the lamp
But by my Spirit. As that candle
8 ick gave forth its light in silent,
ceaseless sp'endor, unfed and un
tended by human agencies, so the
work in which Zerubbabel was en
gaged would be acomplished by the
Soirit of God. God can put new
life and energy into the people. He
can control enemies  History is
full of examples of how a few
persons, ti'led with courage and per-
severance and consecr tion, can
overthrow stupendous evils, can
work marvelous changes. Who art
thou, O gr:at mountain! A figure
representing the vastness of the
work to be done, the immense diffi-
calties in the way,—Satan of the
previous vision, the Persian Enpire,
the bitter opposition of the Smari-
tans. T'howu shalt become a plain.
Be whol y removed. At that very
time God was influencing Darius to
give his favor to Jerusalem (Ezra
6) He inspired the people with
patriotism and zeal and energy.

Compare what the gifv of the
Holy Spirit did for the early church;
how it transformed common men
into apostles, how it removed the
mountains of pride and prejudice,
of organized power, and rank. and
wealth, and armies, of igonorance
and idolatry, the selfishness of the
human hesrt entrenched in the
society of the day.

Spiritual Maultipliers.  Every
thing great the good, and powerful
among men is the result . f common,

force A tree is the product of a
few ¢ mmon  elements ‘!:‘.1;(1}) 1ed
h_‘v’ the forces of life. of che mistiry,

L of lig A salnt 1s a common man
Iy tipired oy the *Evizi of Go
St’lf"l" L, consecration and piety

The bo s were reservoirs of .l
oil. No one can do his best unless |
he has a reserve supply. The man |

Uf f’ll“‘.;_\,' must have more than he |
needs to use at any oue moment :
Every man needs to have a resorvoir |
of. character,
goodness, patience,

The Conductors. The gipes con-
ducted the oil to the lamps. The
supply was useless unless it could
be brought to the flame. The pipes
could not create the oil, but they
could conduet it. The power of
God's people is not in wealth or
numbers of forms or beautiful
buildings or outward attractions.
But God will use these things as
instrumeuts of his Spirit. If God
can use our ignorance, how much
more our knowledge; if our poverty
how much more our wealth. It is
blessed to e the channel of God’s
blessings to men.

The olive trees, one on each side
of the lamp, express the scource of
supp'y. The trees represent an
inexhaustible fountain. Just as the
rivers receive their supply from the
ocean through the cloud chariots,
aad therefore néver fail, but flow on
forever, so the supply of G.d’s
Spirit to his church is inexhaustible.
And he shall bring forth the head
stone of the temple. The crowning
grace that completed the bui'ding.
Hi« work should succeed. Witk
shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto
it. With great rejoicing should the
temple be completed. Zerubbabel
. hs hands also shall also finish
it It 1s quite probable that the
people were dissatistied with Zerub
babel in some way. He belonged
to the day of small things. He ap-
peared like a common man rather
than like a great ruler. For who
hath dispised ths f.{fty of small t/u'lbg.\‘.’
S aall beginnings, a small people,
#» small kingdom, small wealth.

power, knowledge,

. . . shatl see the plummet. The
symbol of the architect or head
bui‘der. He shall complete the

building, for with him are those
seven; they are the eyes of the Lord.
Referring back to 3: 9. The people
should rejrice, becaunse the provi-
dence of God, reaching everywhere
in the wor!d, i3 with their leader.
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Positive Teaching.

BY WILLIAM T. ELLIS, IN S8 8 TIMES

It is a mistaken notion for the
S inday school teacher to believe
that be must spend the time of the
lesson in  minutest anslysis or
hypercritical comment. A Sunday
school “class is not & class in a
theo'ogical seminary. The fine
distinctions in words the opinions
of various schools of scholarship,
and needle point exegesis are out of
place in the average Sunday school
class The members are not special
ist ; they do not need exact knowl-
edze on debated biblical points as
much as they need the message of
the Word for their daily lives.

Book is far more important than
what eritics say to them about the
Book.

Sanday school teaching should be
practical and positive. It is a grave
mistake to give up this hour, intend-
e ! for instruction, to arousing in
vhe winds of the echolars all manner
of questions and doubts thav they

crnsider. Untold harmn has been
done by this style of teaching and
p eaching.

A soldier with whom I once
talked on the subject of religion, a
cu'tured and noble man, said to me
this, in substance: “I am not a
Caristian; in tact, I don't believe
in Christianity. I respect those
who do, and never try to break
down their faith, nor do I ever
obtrude my disbelief. My parents
and brothers and sisters are all
Christians, and I admire them. T've
tried hard, but I cannot believe as
they do.” Later I learned, in the
course of our conversation®, that
the preaching of his own pastor had
unsettled his faith, arousing doubts
and objections which he believed
the pa-tor did not and could not
meet He himself could not answer
them after studying the who'e sub
ject. The man h:d bzen made an
1afidel by negative preaching.

Sunday-school teachers wmay let
the theelogians battle over disputed
subjects; for themselves they know
more positive trath than they have
time or ability to teach. Therefore
we should stick to it. Let us tell
to our classes the things that we
know. Give to them the decided
messages that will build up their
characters, and lead them to a fuller
knowledge of Jesus Christ. This is
the Sunday school teacher's mission.

T HE Most Porurar PriL —The pil
is the most popular of all forms of
med cin~, and of p'lls the most popu-
lar are Parmelee's Vegetvable Pills,
because they d, what 1o is asserted
they ca do, and are not put forward
on any fictitious claims to excellencs.
Tney are compact and portable, they
are eas ly taken, they do not nauseate
or ¢ripe, and they give relief In the

sywbols f simple things multiplied by spiritual ' nost stubborn cases.

What God says to them through the

are neither qualified nor required to

Our Daily Bread.

{
|
A little girl in a wretched attic, :
whose mi ther had no bread, knelt |
dewn by the bedside and HIE
SIOW ‘:" ;
Give us this day our daily bread
Then she went out h"“?”“"' |
and began to wonder where God |
‘ sept k:is bread She turned '.rn'.z:»!é
the corner and saw a we!lfilled

entered confi

dently and said to the baker :

I've come for it.

Come for what !

My daily bread, the answered,

pointing to the tempting loaves,

'll take two, if you please, one for

mother and one for me.

All right said the baker, putting

them into a bag and giving them to

his little customer, who started at

once to go into the street,

Stop, you little rogue, where is

your money ? :

I haven’t any, she said, simply.

Haven't any ! he repeated: You

little thief, what brought you here,

then !

The hard words trightened the

little girl, who, bursting into tears,

said :

Mother is sick and bungry. In

my prayers I said, Give us this day

our daily bread, and then I thought

God meant me to bring it, and so I

came,

The rough but kind hearted baker

was softened by the child’s simple

tale, and instead of chiding her he

said :

You poor, dear girl ! Here, take

this to y ur mother. And he filled

a large basket for her.—Selected.
B S S S —

A Misleading Half-Truth.

baker’s shop; so she

There may be a good deal of the
doubtful in the old saying, When
you are in Rome do as the Romans
do. The phrase is one of those
many ha'f-truths which are danger
ous because misleading. By it the
convictions of a young person are
often overcome and he is induced to
to play or dance or smoke or drink
Just because others are doing so.
The spirit of this saying is at the
foundation of the evil custom of
treating. When one dedicates him-
self to God after the Pauline pattern
there will be no troublesome hanker
ing for questionable amusements or
un-Christian practices for the sake
of rapid advancement in business or
profession. Jotham became mighty
because, in a wicked age, he ordered
his ways before the Lord; and
Daniel, though humiiated at first,
made his mark in the world through

Creat Barzains ir

SEWING

MACHINES'!

We will sell the balance of ou
sto ck, while they last fr-m $2(.00
wards, for Cash Only

THE QUEEN, CLIMAX AHN
NEW HOME.

Every one warranted, and If not
satisfactory after 3 months we
will refund the moisey. Ail muast

be sold at once as we want the
room at

McMarrav & Go.

USE ——
Wiley's Emulsion

- OF—

GOD LIVER oOIL

—AND—

HYPOPHOSPHITEE

The Best for Lurg Dieecases,

AT

Wiley's Drng dors

CG AT RS

Babylonian princes did.
superintendent of a street railway
in Detroit, Mr. S. R. Break wes
o' liged to work on Sunday.
was a red letter day with him, when
he said, though he was amb tious
to succeed in bu-iness, he would
never do it if Sabbath work was a
necessary condition, and resigned
his position,

Better forego any pleasure that
may possibly lead another into evil

business fail than
i8. They all do it. —Rev. C. H.
Smith.

T - ——
Stand Out O’ My Sunshine.

Standing or kneeling on the side-
walk was a group of boys intent
upon a game «f marbles. One little
urchin, with knuckles on the chalk-
ed line, suddenly raised his head to
call out to a companion :

Stand out o’ my sunshine, can’t
ye! I can’t half see what I'm
aiming at when you shut off the
light.

We went our way, laughing at
his earnestness, yet with a wish in
our sore hearts that his admonition
would reach a wider circle. For,

in the great game of life that busies
us all—this tangled, complex life—
there are so many who are barring
the light.

If we cannot belp, at least let us
stand out of the sunlight, and not
throw our shadow over those who
need clear vision and a steady hand
for the task before them.

There are many people, good
people, of whom if their friends
dared to ask what they most de
sired, it would be : Stand out of our
sunshine, and don’t shut off the
light —Epworth Herald.

.-'0-“

The saddest ignorance in this
world is not to know the pleasure
that comes from self-sacrifice.

The preacher wh) has to go to

Europe to get idea , has not entered
the infinite field of truth.

If you notice your child grinding
the teeth during sleep, picking the
nose, eating ravenously but not seem-
ing to gsin flesh, y.u may be sure
worms are present and should nt
delay giving Dr Low's P.easant Worm
Syrup, Price 25z,

Stiff Joints 4 Years.

Mr. Arthur Byrne, R).k Hill, Oat.,
wil o8 ; * 1 was luid up w th stiff join s
for about four years and could get no
relief until T used thr e bottles of
Hagyard's Yellow O 1 which cured me.”

refusing to do in Babyloa as the
To be

That

companionship to satisfy his passion
for that pastime; better see your
succeed by
methods the only defense for which

CURES
DIARRHOFEA,
DYSENTERY

CHOLERA,
CHOLERA MORBUS,

CRAMPS and PAINS,

And all S \mmer Comp'alurs, Child-
ren or Adults.

SOLD EVERYWHERE AT

25 CENTS A BOTTLE.

G. GATES' SON & (0.

MIDDLETON, N, S.

——

New Go ods

JAMES R. HOWIE

PRACTICAL TAILOR,

[ BEG toinform my numerous pPatrons
that I have just opened out a v
large and well-selected stock of NE
SPRING CLOTHS, consisting of English
Sootch and Canadian Tweed Suitings, Fine
Corkscrew arLd Diagonal Suitings, Light
and Dark Spring Overcoatings, and all the
latest designs and patterns in Fasep
Trounermgs from which I am prepsarsd o
make up in First Crass STYLN, acco

to the latest New York Spring and Sen

mer Fashions, and guarantee 4~ give enth
satisfaction.

& PRIOCES MODERATE. w8

MEN'S FURNISHING DEPARIMENT

My etock of Men’s Furnishiny Foods
sannot be excelivd. It consisis of Hasd
and Boft Hats of English and Amerfcar
make, in all the novel&ound Staple Sy v
for dprlng Woar. White ang

shirts, Linen Coliars, Silk
Braces, Merino Undm.: Hoslery nd
well selected assortment of Fancy Tiss and
mrh, in alMthe Iatest patterns of Englls

oan
#W Rubber a speciaity

Jas. IT—Iewh

192 Queen S:.. Y~adericton

BOARDERS WANTED,

tir

n] RS, WM, DUWNEY, King St

' near York, provides good board
with la~ge pleasant rooms to lady Normal
School ~tudsats 3w can also accrmmo-
date a few transicot boarders.
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