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Only He Knows.

Only He knows the anguish keen,
Which wraps the soul in night,

Only He knows where we have been,
Groping without the light.

Only He knows the epirit’s wound,
Which bleed s afresh each day,
Only He knows the deeps profound,

We touch along the way.

Only He knows the shadowy h.urs,
When day is almost gone,

Whea fading are life’s fairest flowers,
And eventide steals on.

Only He kn-ws where we have wept,
In paths where sorrow led,

The lonely vigils sometimes kept,
By love uncomforted.

Only He knows, oh, only He,
The tidal waves of soul,
Only He readeth the wystery
Of jife’s eternal scroll!
~The Observer.
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~“‘Put on Thy Strength, O Zion!”

Thus did the zeslous prophet seek to
arouse the letharg ¢ *'holy city” in the
sncientday. And with aspirit no less
earnes’ and with exhortation no less
emphatic and persunal shonld the ser-
vants of the living 504, whether of the
ministry or the laity, seek to arouse
the lagging and somewhat indifferent
energies of the Church to day.

Two startling facts confroant the care-
ful o server of present religious con-
ditions : the pitiful M.icedonian cry
that comes from every quarter for the
Gospel of Jesus, and the apparent in-
difference of the Church as a whole to
these appeals. One has but to walk
about in any city of this land to see on
every side open doors waiting, and en-
treating the Church to enter them.

Then it is necessary only to mske in-

quiry concerning the actual practical |

activities of any indiviaual church to |

see how inadequately and feebly the

church adjusts itself to these divine
calls

that everyone whe has been redeemed

for service, Oa the principle

)
'

3 - |
by the precious blocd of the Son o

God is in duty bound to become a co- [
laborer with G ;d in the sublime work
of human redemption, 1t is dishearten-
ing to see how few are wil ing to recog-
nize the valid .ty aud the personsl ap-
plication of this relationsbip to the
salvation of souls. It is nut denied
nor ignored that many and
women are working for the regenera ‘
tion of mankind in ways that are con’
cealed from human eyes, nor that this

men

kind of service is efficacious and honor- |
ed of God; but it will be admitted

followers perform littie or no effcc ive
service in His great and glorious cause

Success in a battle depends in a
measure upon the absolate fidelity of
every individual s ldier or sailor. The
absencs of a man fcom his post at the
critical of the battle may
endanger the whole cause, and resalt
in the overthrow of government and
in the destruction of human libertie-,
1t is in a large degree so in the Church.
Let one in a prominent position be-
come indifferent, and the coatagion
will spread until a spirit of disregard
of and recreancy to high calling will
seize the entire body, and the faith-
lessness of God's

moment

servants will be
wrought out in failure and humiliation
whenever the baitle against sin and
Satan is joined,

There is no more pathetic picture

in the career of Jesus than that of
His agony in the garden. Into Goath-
gsemane He went with His little

gompany of disciples, and while Huy
was in prayer and heaviness of spirit
His disciples, whom He had command-
ed to watch, were deep in sleep. The
picture is reproduced agiin and agair

The watchers are so often faithless,
the toilexs so often indolent, the ser

vants so ofren caralsss, the disciples so
often indiffsrent. KEvery charch

whelher it bas a4 thousand members or
a score, ought to be a hive of industry;
and it would be if each member had a

clear and definite idea of h's relation

to Jesus Christ, on the one hand, and
of his duty to his unsaved brother, on
the o her, and were brave and conse

crated enough to put his convictions
Tuaere is hardly a
Church member but will admit that,
Carist him-

into operation.

having been accepted of

gself. he 18 in some essential sense a

a nbassador of Jesns. that he 's thus

unler obligation to repr:sent ard de

fend Him, snd to do his utmost to

advance the interests of His kivgdom

But how frequent y do we fall sh

in regird to the:e things! and do w

not sometimes ignore these sacred

relations altogether !

““Pat on thy strength. ' The Church

does not know how strong it 18. It ma

have wealth, social presiige, the cal-
ture of learning, and the glamor of
great names and resp'endent (raditions
sources of real
If depended upon for sup
The
sirength of Zion has no earthly source

but these are not
strength.
prt these will surely fail.
is Chris

1t is divine. Iis 8 ren:th

a.d in proportion as He is adored,

exa ted, folowed, aud i carnated i

| making any exertion, 13 not a

! D :liberate movemen's give tone and

o k 2 | object.
that the large mujority of (.‘urlsts'

the hearts and lives of men will the
Church become strong, aggressive, a~d | S
able to perform the great mission com-
mitted unto it.
C 1urch, therefore, liss io the fidelity
of esch individual member of it to the
Head of the Church.

O Church of the living God, awake!
awake ! throw off indifference and dis-
trust and cowardice | pledge thyself to
consecration, fidelity, and unselfish
and holy endeavor ! enter the open
doors of opportunity ! let man speak
to man concerning his soul’s salvation! | a
let the fiz. s of sacred zeal be communi-
cated from socl to soul ! let the spirit
of the Son of God and Saviour of men | w
d )minate thy spiri, and then there
will ensue throughout the Church a|a
q iizkening of i's activities, a deepen-
ing of its convictions, and a profound
unanimity in its purposes that will
render it puissant, irresistible, and
trinmphant throughout the world ! -

Chris Advocate. S
D~
Some Things a,dPastcr Should

Avoid.

BY A LAYMAN.

Coming into the pulpit late. He
gshould be exactly on time and mnot
leave the platform until the congrega-
tion is dismissed.

Making arrangements for the ser-
vice, or attending to details in the
presenc: of the people. What is not
done before be comes into the pulpi:
should be left undone.

Giving public instructions t) choir,
ashers or janitor. All this ought to
b» attendei to privately prior to the
The choir need their
,to adjust it.

p

i!!fn!‘—
Tre

ushers ought never to receive orders t

service,

ma'ion in time

or even suggestions in public. I
rcflacts on their judgment. The
javitor can decide on ventilation by | g

his thermometer and the activity <f|
the fan. The speaker who alone is
go d
judge of the temperature of the 1

H «ste in
Each part should b»

the service,
finished with a
before

conducting

moment’'s pause the next s

O

hegun. Running them together de-

¢
trac's from the devotional effect, and

m «kes the service appear perfuonct ry.

character to tie worship. The people
are pot in haste unless the pastor
manifests this tendency. Admonitio: s,
male in a cirel £s manner, such as
‘“‘all sing,” or ‘‘sing heartily,” ‘‘spe k
to strangers,”’ etc, carry no weight
and defeat rather than accomplish their

t

Puaipit conversation by two or more
clergymen. The minister is expected
to be a pattern of propricty and an
example of devotion. A departure
from these p-iiciples ueu'ralizes the
effect of his dis:ourse and depreciat s
| the service.

Arrangicg the serwon, opening the
Biole and turving the leaves during
the singing. The latter is a devotion-
al exercis?, which if not joined in,
h>ild receiv. the respectful attention
! of the preacher.

Cu'ting the hymns to shorten the

service. The hymn contains the
thought of the author. This part of

the worship can be assisted by the

people and they like to g» out of the
churca with the sound of music on

their ears and the thought of the ser
m n and the hymns ina their minds,

Rapid, hurried, or loud talking.
Strength Jf viice caanot
lack of soundness of matter.

atone for
Shou' -
ing and violeat gesticalating are offen-
sive b th to the eye and ear.

Preaching against time. When the
speak+r places his watch open before
him the hearers lose interest in him,
He ought to have a message, aud st p
when it is delivered.

Rebuk ng, ordering, censuring
ericicising, or instructing the people in
the prosence of strangers, These
thizgs are not well received by an
intelligent audieuce.
Bringing up new m tters without

previous preparation. The

pastor
ought to know what is going to become
f every new (uestion before it is
presented publicly to the people,
The use of the personal pronoun I
me, or my church, my people, can
with advantage be avoided. Wae, our
church, our people, i3 much more
acceptable to the average listener aud
supporter,
Attending to details which can be
left to others. The pastor cannot
. | afford to assume responsioilitic s which
should be borne by others,
e| Apologies and exp'anations, if used
t all, must be made with great dis-
gration

om. | done, or can rarely be

way of doing things.

living days and years.

Cireless, monotonouas rsading of the | pussesses a charm aond z:st, and it

criptures.

The strength of the | presentation.
Changing the hymns or otherwise
altering the exercises after the service
has commenced.
Complsiniog of past ral duties or
lack of support.
Doing outside work to the detriment
of his own church.
Manifestations of displeasure. Over-
come it & quiet, patient manner any

nexpected difficulties.

Remaining in a pastorate when he
has reason to believe his resignatien )

ould he promptly accepted.

Taking & position that will result in
No pastor
can sfford to defend himse!f at such a
cost.
Going into another parish to per-
form any duty, except in the absence
of the pastor or at his request.— [The

division of the church.

andard.
e~ ——————

Religion As A Life.

It ie greatly to be feared that in the
view of many people religion is regard-
ed as a last resort,
expedient to be appealed to when all
other possible hopes, joys or enter-
prises fail. Gcd is put into a postscript
Eternity ie feught off as long as
A strenuous eftort is made
to prolong life to the utmost limit, and
death, ifjthe thought of it ever crosses
the miad, is regarded as a juncture
when arrangrments can be wmade for
the i-.ng jouruey hence, as expeditious-
y a8 one might buy a railroad vicket
or step aboard a train
body desires to be saved; but few want
Men hope to reach
Heiven, but by the longest, most

ssible.

y be saved now.

circuitocs route, and with the greatest

al reluctance.

There is, however, one very sericus
obj-ction to this me!hod of procedure,
and that is that this thing cannot be

done.

refuses to be put into a postscript,
nor will He hold back a large number

f reserved :eats
omers

hieves the soul.
And yet if final salvation

assured beyond doubt 10 all procrasti- | that may be taken, any new Jand to
nators, such delay in ectesing upon | be possessed, bu: what all possible
the service of the L :rd woold represent | obstacles in the way are made to loom
the height of meanness.
a wholly illogical and fairly imbecile | they appear so great that they rhat
For religion is | out from thelr vision God himee'f.
not just an interest for f{inal, dyivg
hours, but as w11 a blessiag for present | Joshua and Calet did, and say that in
If religion is|spite of all “hese thigs which s'and
goud for auything, it is good for|as oppcsed to God and the accomplish
everything, both here and yonder,
b th now and hereafter,
force that only begins to operata be-
yond the confines of this present life. | go up at once aud possess it.
It is a thing fur present posses in,
Childhood might well teach us a
If a toy be held
bafore the face of a babe, instantly the
little fist will shoot out to grasp the

lesson on this point.

trinket.
priation.

delays.
cries, its heart 's broken,

had at once,

thougut of
religious,

the man

God's Word merits the iseems impossible for one to think
hest effert of the preicher im its | otherwis. than of continuing to live,

as a desperate

Alm st every-

in Heaven for late
Tne Pearly Gates will not
open after tuoset, after the shadows of
evening have settled over the vales of
Hinnom, that shade off down into the
unlight«d darkuvess of the under world.
Sach delay is perilous.
tion is the thief of more things than | among us.
t'me, since in many instances it also | sight for the ‘‘tall people,” the ‘‘high

Procrastina-

1% would be

It is not a|is departed from them, and the L-.rd

It is t e instinct for appro-
The child wants that thing
at once. Childhood lives in the present
te' se, and will hear pothing of post.
gcripts, postponements, denials, and | and he fastened it with nails, that it
If ii8 joys are postponed it

Man is but a child larger grown, | saggest that in the »ay of Christian
with whiskers in place of dimples, and
books ia his haud instead of toy:, but
he carries with him through life this
instinct for instant appropriation, this
¢ aving for undelayed possession of It
hs things that he thinks are good.
T era is every reason then why re-
ligion should be regarded as one of
t"ese good things, indeed as a fairly
superlative thing, which may best be

The argument for religion as a life |
may, however, he shifted from the|'®
idea of man’s need of religion to the

man’s ocligation to be
Religion is not optional in
the s »use that it can safely be declined.
We believe in free will, but woe to
who abuses his free will!

is the time to enter into fellowship
wi'h the Creator, and to take up that
greatest of all businesses, the cause of
God in the world. God can never be
more necessary to the soul than He is
now; and godliness is profitable unto
all things, having promise of the life
that now is, and of that which is to

come.—N. Y. Oobserver.
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Discouragers or Encouragers.

In many ways we may each discour-
age or we may encourage. To dis
courage !s always to weaken; to en-
courage is to strengthen.
To notice from the teaching of some
scripture passages some ways in which
| we may diecourage will serve as a
warning, and help us to do the oppo-
site. We may discourage others by
withholding ourselves. The children
of Gad and the children of Reuben
made the request that they might not
go over Jordan, but Moses said unto
them, ‘‘Shall your brethren go to war,
a1d shall ye sit still ? Wherefore dis-
courage or break the heart of the
children of Israel from going over into
the land which the Lord hath given
them 7’
They were charged with the same
sin as their fathers at Kadesh barnea
We may think that if we simply do
nothing or say nothing we do not dis-
courage, but in thit very lack we may
discourage those who are disposed to
enter into what God has promised. 1
think that the utter indifference to
duty or practical refusal of many who
ought to take their part and fill their
place in the ranks of Guod is one of the
most discouraging things in our church
and societies. How much better to
encourage by active service and to
inspire by example.
Avother way of discouraging is to
present and magnify obstacles in the
When Israel stood at
the very threshold of their promi:ed
psssession they murmured and said,
*““Whither shall wegoup ! Our breth
ren have discouraged our hearts, say-
ing,The people are greater and tailer
thin we; the cities are great and w.lled
up to heaven; and m‘reover we have
s en the sons of Anak there.”’ and the
descendants of those *'brethr n” live
They have a remarkable

God

way of success.

walls,” and the ‘‘sons of Anak,” and
were | you never mention any advance step

up in magnified proportions. In facr,

How much better to encourage as

ment of his purpose, *‘Their defense

is with us: fear them not.” Let us
We may all encourage, and be mu-
tually helpful. In Isaiah we read of
the idol-makers. *‘ They helped every
one his neighbor; and every one said
to his broether. Be of good courage.
So the c.rpenter encouraged the gold-
smith, and he that smootheth with
the hammer him that smote the anvi’,
saying, It is ready for the soldering :

This was in a
but does it not

should not be moved.”’
f.uitless endeavor,

effort we may become members of the
“Society of Encouragers, ' to say every
one to his brother, ‘‘Be of good
courage 7"
s stated Rev. Dr. Parker of
London says that for himself he makes
encouragement the burden of his
preaching, and every one who knows
about the man and his work knows
the mighty hold he his upon the
peopl o
Let us go in for a life membership

el - Ot G,
Family Prayers.

the *‘‘Christian Encouragers S .-
ciety.”—R. L. Duston, in Morning
Star.

One who had taken pains to inquure
a3 he went ar.und through the quar-

but He does

not contemplate w.th favor any election
of avil.

God says: **Choose ye,”

God rightfully demands maan's alleg-
iance aud service now. He has crea ed
the race; His power susta'ns it. When
men invest ¢ pital they expect intece-t
on it, and so does God with His
capitalized creation. There is a law
of spiritual intere t runnming against

A‘l reference to length of sermon
y | ean profitably be omit:ed. *‘Oae word
more,” *‘thirdly and lastly,” ‘‘bear
with me,” *“with this thought I finish,’
ote., rever add to the force of the
sermon and ofven call forth comment
aud dersion.

Frequent absence from his pulpit by
exchange or otherwise. While the
t. | peopl+ are satisfied they prefer their
own pastor. When theydo not prefer
nl iim he should seek a new field.

all p wers and possessions, with which
the Almighty has endowed man,
whether those lcans are of une talent,
two talent, or five talent dimensions,

R ligin is for Iife. There i8 no
better time to serve the Lord than in
the morn'ng and nocrntide of the day
of grace. Now, while the pulses beat
strorg, whls the nerves are s'eady
and the energies uanabated, when tte
biain is c'ear, the tread elastie, and

terly conferénces of two presiding
elders’ districts in one of the New Eng-
land Methodist Conferences, recently
made the public siatement that of the
limited number who attended the
class-meetings of those two districts,
less than one third had prayers in their
families, If this be the case among
those presumab!y che most devout aund
faithful, if only one-third even of such
have family prayers, how smal must
be the proportion of our members gen-
erally ! Shall we call it one-tenth ? It
certain y cannut be more than one
fifth.

There seems to be but very little
c'nscience in regard to the subj:ct.
Heads of households content them-
gelvis with the lame excuse that it is
difficu’t to get the family together, that
there i8 no couvenient time, that the

that they no not like to pray before
others. All of which simply goes to
show 1t seems to us, that either t'e
importance of the practice is not ap-
preciated, or else that there is a sad
lack of willingress to face uvplessire
duty. In the latier aspect it is » very
a'arming sympton . As to the other
poit ¢, 1t is difficul t) see how any
th...ghtful persron - au regard the hab ¢
in question as of lit le ¢ nsequence.
Wh.t purent cau help fieling, if bis
childien do not grow up as ti ey should,
but that they might have dore othei-
wise had he himself brougl' Fem to
God morning by mornirg (r evenng
by evening i+ stated devctions to !
which they at l¢sst somet mes listened
if they did not sctively join there m?
— Zion's Herald.
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Light Keepers.

It is as though you were a light-
house keeper set to do your duty «n
your bare ock. Can auny hifebe more
unj raised cr insgnificant? Why sit
through weary nights t» keep ycur
flame alive ! Why not eleep on, all un-
observed, and let your little light go
cut ? Because it is not your light—
that. is the point. You are not its
owner, you are its keeper. That is
your name. Ycu are a lght-keeper.
You are set there with this as your
trust. The great design of the power
you serve takes you thus out of your
insignificance, and while ycu sit there
in the shadow of your lonely tower
ship after ship is looking to you acrcss
the sea, and many a man thanks God
that, while lights which burn for them
selves go out, your light will be surely
burning.—F. G. Peabody, D. D.

Just Filling Our Own Place.

We often think that, if we had that
man’s means, or that man’s ability, cr
that man's opportunity, we could do
something worth doicg, but, as we are,
there is no possibility «f any great
thing. Yet Gcd does not want us to
fill another man’s place, or to do any
other man’s work. Ged wanrts vs to
improve our own opportunity, with
the possessions and the powers that he
has given us. 1t is a very great rhing
for us to do the best we can do, just
where and as we are. God asks no
one of us to do more than this, nor has
apy one of us a right to do less.—
Sunday-School Times.
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Random Readings.

The man who never did succeed at
anything himself is u:tually the one
who thinks he is caspable of telling
other people how to succeed.

The heart of a Christian should be a
well of living, water, a fount of holy
a1.d blessed influecces, whose streams
fl ) w in all directions, carrying comfort,
cheer, encouragement, heip and glad-
ness to every other life they reach.
Much orthodoxy of belief does not
make one a Christian, nor does atren
ticn to ecclesiastical rites and rules ;
a Clr stian is one in whom the life of |
Chriet pulsates and the love of Christ
glows and burn:.

The record book of every Christian’s
life has some pages in it which were
written a° the bidding of that severe
teacher, Disappointment. Tears may
have blotted and blurred the page at
that time, but as we turn over th. t
page now, and read it in the light of
experience, we can write beneath it,
“Thank God for these losses ; they
were my everlasting g+in. Thank God
for these bereavements; they have
saved my soul from being bereaved in
heaven.” All things work together for
gool to them that love God ; to them
who are called according to his pur-
pose.— Ex,

D

Six Oils.— The most conc'usive testi-
m« ny, repeatecly laid before the public
in the columns of the daily press,
proves tnat Dr. Thomas’ Eclectric Oil
~an absolutely pure combination of
six of the finest remedial oils in exis-
tence —remedies rheumatic  paire,
eradica’es aflections of the throat sud

! place of tiredness and lassitude,

PALE PEOP

Have their blcod enriched,
heart strengthened ang
cheeks rosy by using M
Heart and Nerve Pills,

.

Insuffeient quantity or poor qu
the blood is one ¢f the evil resy
usually follow any dersugement
heart.

If the heart becomes weakened
way it cannot pump the blood to t}

constant
feet 7
that drag

as it shouid, there to be purificd Jiation with )
pregnated with the life-giving ox night 7
o’ AS a res
blood dete hy DOt Dol
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It loses itsy
ingv vit&l
health-giviy
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eomes palg
and waxen,
bloodless, t}
and feet ¢o
There is
ness, tire
ghortness of breath and palpitation
those suffering from thin or wate
start taking Milburn’s Heart an
Pills they are assured of & cure,
dose acts on the heart ifself, og
to beat strong, steady and reguls
Every dose, too, introduces
blood those vital elements nece
make it rich and red.
Boon the pale cheek takes on
hue of health, there is strength in
weakness, energy” and activity {

Miss M. Bkullion, 50 Turner
Ottawa, Ont.,, says: “‘I was
troubled with my heart, togeth
extreme mnervousness for many
These complaints brought abo
weakness and feeling of tiredne
blood was of poor quality, o much
became pale and languid. M
Heart and Nerve Pills cured me

m
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ter 18 app

else failed. They built up my i VArming,
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