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KEEPING THE SABBATH. — 

Nehemiah 13: 15-22. 

Compare Isaiah 56: 1 8; Jeremiah 
17: 19 21. 

Read Nehemiah 13. 

Commit Verses 15-17. 

Golden Text.— Remamber t+ Sah 
bath day to keep it holy. —Yx, 20 . 
8 

THE SECTION 

includes the thirteenth 
only. 

chapter 

HISTORICAL SETTING. 

Time.—Probably about sixtesn 
or eighteen yours after the last 
lesson, summer or early autumn 
(13: 15) of B.C. 426 or 427. 

ed at Jerusalem twelve years, from 
(the twentieth year of Artaxerxes 
(2: 1), B. c. 444, to the thirty- 
second year (13: 6), B 0 
Then he was recalled. He 

jin Per<ia some years, 
tive, but returned 

was 

perhaps 

before B. Cc. 

he returned by permission of that 
king, (13: 6). 

Place. —Jerusalem and vicinity. 
Rulers, — Artaxerxes king of 

Persia, 465 425 
Malachi, the last of the prophets, 

belongs to this period. Professor 
Driver places him ‘shortly before, 
or during Nehemiah's second visit.” 
THE Froop GATES oF EviL Are 

OpeNED.—Vs. 1 5. The reforms of 
Nehemiahaccomplished great things, 
and wade an era in the progress of 
the kingdom of God. But as in a'l 
revivals and reforms, there followed 
a reaction, on the part of those who 
were carried along by the popular 
feeling, but were not changed in 
heart. Doubtless the reaction be. 
gan during the twelve years before 
Nehemiah was recalled to Persia ; 
but in his absence, and after the 
death of Ezra, those who had been 
silenced by their presence took 
courage to return to their evil 
courses, fo that a deluge of sius 
rushed in upon the nation. 

1. Tne high priest Eliashib him- 
self desecrated the temple by fitting 
up one of the temple chambers, 
built for the storage of tithes, as a 
dwelling place fcr the heathen 
Tobiah, the Ammonite, whe was 
allied by marriage to him (13. 4, 
5). 

2. The tithes for the support of 
the priests and of the temple wor- 
ship were withheld (v. 10), or the 
poorest of their flocks and herbs 
had been brought for sacrifice, 
(Mal. 1: 7,8; 3: 9). Thus they 
had dishonored God, and robbed 
him, and the penalty bad fallen 
upon them. 

3. They had neglected the 
temple worship. The services had 
become wearisome to them (Mal. 1: 
10), nothing was done except for 
good pay (Ma'. 1: 10). P-opie who 
refused to bring their promised dues, 
or brought mean sacrifices, would 
have little interest in public wor- 
ship. 

4. As a consequence, crimes and 
sins began to rapidly increase, 
espec ally was there a return to the 
custom of mixed marriages. The 
high priest's grandson, Manasseh, 
married the daughter of the great 
enemy of the Jews, Sanballat of 
Samaria (13: 28) Others not 
only married heathen wives, hut 
put away their true Jewish wives 
in order to do it. 

5. The sin of Sabbath-breaking 
was greatly increased thrcugh the 
action of the hiathea traders 
breaking in upon the Sabbath 
rest. 
NEHEMIAH SHUTS DOWN THE 

Froop Gates. —Vs., 614. 1. He 
with great indignation drove Tobiah 
out of the temple, and restored it 
to its proper uses. 

2. Nehemiah reinstated the 
priests and Levites, who had been 
compelled to go to their homes 
and earn their living, the people 
having refused to support them in 
their religious work. The services 
of the temple now went on and the 
tithes were brought in. 

J Nehemiah, with great indig- 
nation and even with bodily punish 
ment, compelled the people to 
cease from their heathen marriage 
alliances (13: 23-30) 

4 As a result, the other crimes 
aud oppressions would be greatly 
diminished. 

Practical Suggestions &e. We 
are reminded of the cleansing of 
the temple twice by our Lord Jesus, 
once near t'e beginning (John 2: 
1317) and once near the close 
(Mate. 21: 12 13) of his ministry, 
This expulsion of evil from the 
temple wag a type of God’s moral 
leansings: (1) Of the soul. which 
was made to be » temple of God, a 
house of prayer; (2) of the church, 
where everything which mars its 
purpose as the house of God for all 
people. 
UxperMiNiNg THe KiNapoMm oF 

GoD THROUGH SABBATA-BREAKING. 
— Vs. 1517. In those days. Daring 

The Interval. —Nehemiah remain- | 

425, the year Artaxerxes died, for 

| Nehemiah's second visit to Jeru- 
‘salem. Saw I. He examined for 
himself, and found the facts. 

Form. of Sa-tath Breaking. 1. 
' Working on their farms and keep- 
ing their laborers at work. [In 
| Judah. In the country around 
| Jerusalem. Treading winepresses 
on the Sabbath. The winepresses 
were large vats into which the 

| grapes were placed, and the juice 
trodden out by men. Bringing in 
sheaves Gathering their harvests. 

| Wine, orapes, and figs. 
quired a large working force, and 
tempted the people to buy and 
trade on the Sabbath. 

0} 

traffic through foreigners, who had 
no car: for the Sabbath There 
dwelt men of Tyre also therein. That 
is, in the city, Jerusalem. Devoted 
to commerce, they had formed a 
little settlement in Judea for the 

| sale of their merchandise. Tyre 
and Zidon were the two great cities 

| on the coast of Phcenicia, northwest 
from Jerusalem. They were great 

| and wicked cities (Matt. 11: 21), 
celebrated for their manufactures 
and commerce. Tyre was parti- 
cularly famous for a peculiarly 
splendid dye with which irs cloths 
were colored (Szek. 27: 7); and 
Zidon, meaning ‘fishery,’ was noted 
for its fish, 

unlo the children of Judah, who 
{were so contaminated by their 
| heathen neighbors as to yield to the 
temptation to buy. What evil thing 
i8 this that ye do? What they did 
was evil for themselves and for 
their children. 

l. It was contrary to God’s 
command, which,they had covenant- 
ed to obey. It was deliberate 
disobedience. 

2 It destroyed th: strongest 
influences for the upbuilding ot 
their characters as childr n of God. 
A. Sabbath full of business, work, 
and traffic leaves no time for the 
higher things, for church going, for 
Bible study, for religious thought, 
and thus en laves the =oul to the 
body. 

3 Sabbath desecration is the 
surest road to national ruin, for the 
prosperity of a people depends 
primarily on the character of the 
people. 

4. Sabbath-breaking brought the 
people into a worldly atmosphere 
that was especially favorable of 
temptation. 

5 Sabbath breaking deprives the 
working population of a large part 
of their righ s and their hopes. 
The workingmen need the Sabbath 

rest to give them freedom and en- 
largement, 

The temptation was very great, 
1. Prob. bly the desecration of the 
Sabbath had been greatly increased 
during the captivity, where, under 

foreign masters, the people were 
compelled to work on all the days 
of the week, and were the whole 
trend of fashion and of social usage 
was to obliterate Sabbath-keeping 
in the few poor foreigners. 

NeneEmian MAKES A 
Rerorm — Vs. 17-22. He reproved 

the Leaders, He did not reprove 
the weak and let the rich and 
strong do as they would. 7 con 

SABBATH 

tennfed. Argued and used his 
offic al authority. With the nobles 
Tne people of pr minence and 
influence, who were the most to 
blame. Those who have influence, 
whether of rank, or wealth, or 
character, or office, should be 
doubly careful as to their conduct, 
&c. Those who own factories ard 
stores, who control railroads wlio 
are in high office, have a large 
responsibility in the matter of Sab 
bath-keeping. 
He Warns Them from Their Own 

Past History. Did not your Fathers 
thus! Why was Jerusalem destroy 
«di Why were they now weak, 
and poor, and scattered! One 
reason was that their father had 
refused to cbey God's Sabbath laws. 
A broken Sabbath, was the answer 
(Jer. 17: 27; Ezek 20: 13. See, 
also, Isa 58: 13, 14). 
He exercises His Authority. 

Began to be dark before the Sabbath. 
At sunset of the previous day, be 
cause their Sabbath began then. 
The gates should be shut as usva', 
only they should not be opened till 
afier the Sabbath. My servants set 
I at the gates. lIlis own arwed 
body guard. That there should no 
burden be brought in. Foot passen- 
gers were, no doubt, allowed to 
enter and leave the city on the 
Sabbath. So the merchants Not 
believing that the command would 
be strictly enforced. Lodged. 
Camped outside the walls, waiting 
for the gates to be opened on 
Sabbath morning, as formerly. 7 
testified against them. Rebuking, 
commanding. A crowd was collect. 
ed about the gates,and a disturbance 
and excitement caused, which was 
unsuitable for the Sabbath. To 
prevent thi, Nehemiah threatened 
to arrest the merchants. Jwi/ § 4 
hands on yow. Whireupon the 
practise was given up. / conmand- 
ed the Levttes. The “Lovites” would 
be more appropriate keepers of the 
city gates on the Sabrath day than 
his servants. The Levites were 
therefore ordered to cleanse them- 
selves, that is to purify theinselves ! 
from ceremonial uncleanne s, and 

This re- | 

2. By the ordinary business and | 

Sold on the Sabbath | 

come and attend to guarding the 
gates on the Sabbath day as a 
religious duty 

| Ne'eniah's Prayer. This prayer 
“is repeated several times, each ti e 
; after s. me hard fought battle. Ig 
118 not a prayer of pride «f selfi<h- 
( ness, but, “the natural and proper 
| desire of the soul for recognition by 
'God.” Nehemiah had made many 
| enemies by his coure, Men cursed 
' him, but he would look for his 
| blessings from God. 

Tae Saath oF To DAY. --1 The 
command to keep the Sabbath is 
| writtea by God's own hand (1) in 
‘the law of God, and 
nature of man, and written in the 
law because it is written in naire. 

| The Fourth Commandment is just 
as much in force today as any 

| other of the Ten Commandments 
| Jesus Christ in no way abolished 
the Sabbath law, He nly inter 
preted it, and rescued it from 

| Pharisaic tradition and slavery 
2. One of the surest marks and 

| measures of the decay of religion in 
a people 1s their non-observance of 
the Lord's day. Of all divine 
institutions, the most divine is that 
which secures a day of rest for man. 

3. Sunday. is just as really a 
seventh day and the Sabbath day 
as is the S wturday Sabbath of the 
Jews. All the difference lies in 
beginning the count from a different 
point. 

i. By keep'ng one day set ApPArt 

ho'y 
9. It is right to make such Sab 

bath laws as will enable all wen o 
Sabbath rest, and to enforce the ;s 
laws. 

6 The only way to increase true 
Sabbath-keeping is by increasing 
the spirit of devotion avd wor-hip 
which requires such a day. 

7. Jesus gives us the principle of 
Sabbath keeping. It mut be f r 
the whole of man, body and soul. It 
must be belpful to man. Whatever 
uplifts, comforts, enlarges man, is 
adapted to the Sabbath. There are 
times when this law of help is 
larger than the law of rest, as in 
the cases Jesus referred to No 
recreation is right on the IL rds 
day which deprives others of the 
benefit of the Sabbath, either for 
body or One of the first 
essentials of true humanity and 
brotherhord and true Sabbath 
keeping 1s to give others as weil as 
ourselve: the benefit of the Sabbath. 

W irks of mercy are 

fi-ting on the Sabbah. 

soul 

peculiarly 

Seven of 

the recorded miracles of Jesus were 

performed on that day. 

ho 

Habits of Speech. 

Why do educated parents allow 
their children te contract habits of 

speech that will 
have to be conquered in after life 
asked a spinster of a mother 

Because they hate to worry the 
poor little things about such matters 
when they are young and should be 
care free. It seems cruel to be all 
the time correcting them and keep- 
ing them on their good behaviour, 
They will have to leaan the rules of 
our dreadful language all too soon 
as 1t 1s. 

Yes, said the spinster, and in 
addition to learning to speak 
properly they will have to unlearn 
the tricks of speech ia which they 
bave been allowed to indulge all 
their lives. I know, laughingly, 
that there is much ridicule of old 
inaids children, but I believe that 
my theory in this case is correct. 
It is a positive unkindness to let 
your child double in his negatives 
avd say, ain't when several years 
fron now he will be barshly r proved 
for such lapses. The child must 
learn to talk anyway, and is it not 
as easy to teach him to ray Itis I, 
as It's me? And is 't not as easy 

| to teach him to say, 1 saw ir, as [ 
seen it! I love baby talk, and 
should not correct a child for his 
inispronunciation of hard words. 
As he grows older he will himself 
see his mistak s in that line and 
pa ge thew. But I 1asisc that it 

is a parent's duty to make the 
difficulc path to gramwatical speech 
a8 easy as josssible —Watchman. 
> —————— 

The Queen and Woman Doctors 

ungrammatical 

Th: Queen wasfor many years oppo: - 
ed 10 tue medical women movement. 
A chauge, however, was wrought 
in her opinions through the lack 
of proper medical at’'endancze to the 
women in India, which was brought 
to her notice. An American women 
doctor had successfully treated an 
Indian princess for a wost painful 
and lingering disease. This princes, | 
hearing that the doctor was about 
to pay a visit to England, sent for 
her and requested her to write a 
message to the Queen, telling her how 
wuch the scrvice of women doctors 
was needed for her subjects in 
[udia. The physician did so, and 
the princess, placing the letter in a 
jewel'~d locket, which she took from 
her neck, gave it to the American 
woman to deliver. The fact came 
to the knowledge of the Queen 
through the medium of the Howe 
Secretary, and the doctor was 
invited to Windsor to deliver the 

essage. The Queen was touched 

(2) in the! 

for special uses, all days are made | 

| by the plea, and from that time her 
objections to women in the medical 
profession were 
Missionary Review. 

withdrawn, — 
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Definition of Bible Terms. 

A gerah was one cnt. 
A shekel of gold was £3, 
A farthing was three cents, 
A talenv of gold was $13,809, 
A talent of silver was 8538 80 

| A shekel of silver was about fifty 
cents, 

| A mite was less than a quarter of 
| & cent, 
| » mn . 

A piece of silver, or a penny, was 
. thirteen cents 

A cab was three pints. 
A bomer was six pints, 
A firkin was seven pints, 

P
R
R
 

A hin was one gallon and two 
pints, 

An ephah, or bath, contains seven 
galions and five pints 

Ezekiel’s reed was nearly eleven 
feet. 

| A cubit was nearly twenty-two | 

inches 

\ fingers breadth is equal to one 
inch 

| A Sabbath journey was g day’s 

Aday’s j warney was about twenty- 
three and one fifth miles. 

I'he orchard of the Church will 
not be more fruitful till the plants 
in the nursery are more cared for. 

Bs 

Matrimonial Commandments. 

Matrimony has ten 

ments 

command- 

They were studied out by 
Theodore Parker shortly before his 
wedding day. They took the form of 
ten beautiful resolutions, which he 
inscribed in his journal, They are 
as follows : 

1 Nev er, 

reasons, to 

except for the beat 

oppose my wife's will, 
2. To discharge all duties for her 

sake freely. 
Never to scold. 

i. Never to look cross at her. 
D. Never to wi rry ber with com- 

mandments. 

6. To promote her piety. 
i. To bear her burdens, 

8. To overlook her foibles. 
9. To save, cherish, and forever 

defend her. 
10. To remember her alwavz in 

my prayers. Thus, (od willing, we 
shall be blessed. —Exch: nge : 

mo RD A GP ny 

Is Your Boy in this Kind ofa 
College? 

But a more important inquiry 
til! is as to w he th r tnere 1s any 

religious influence in the college to 
which parents send their sons. 
There are such in this c¢ untry 
where there is little recognition of 

the Bible ~little, if any, prayer 

offered, and much sceptical talk, 
«ven from professors. If religion is 
not opposed, it is ignored as un 
worthy of educated people and 
classed among the obs lute and old- 
fashioned notions of by-gore ages. 
What wonder if young men come 
out of such institutions lost in 
unconcern or deeply sunk in skeptic 
ism from which they never escape. 
— Pre:byterian. 

ww 

Know the Children Always. 

The teacher who does not know 
her scholars on the street will be 
forgotten when they become men 
and women. Stop and chat a mo 
went with them, even on the public 
street ; children like it; they don’t 
forget it ; it makes men and women 
of them. Know them, and they'll 
know you.—M. P. Boynton. 

reel 4 GP. 

Girls, don't be mannish. Don’t 
wear men’s ties to the exclusion of 
laces and ribbons. Don’t swagger 
aiong the streets with your hands 
in your jacket pockets Don’t 
talk slang. Don’t do anything that 
tends to make you appear boyish. 
Such things may give you a repu- 
ation for smartness, but such a 
reputation is not «orth striving for, 
It is much easier to be smart than 
ladylike. A smart girl attracts 
a great deal of attention, but not 
always fr m those whose attention 
is desirable. Such a girl is fre- 
quently cal'ed fast, but seldom 
m+ ntioned as sweet and lovable, and 
careful parents would a little rather 
that their daughters did not asso- 
cia‘e with her. 

She is fun to talk to, but a fel- 
low would never think of marrying 
her ! 

| can’t tall how many times 1 
have heard such remarks made 
about the smarr girls . f my ac- 

quaintance, for | am one of the 
women in whom young men always 
confide. 

re tl tees 

It is too lat= to change your char 
acter when it is put in the crucible. 

BiviovsNess Rurpens Lire. —The 
bilious man is never a companionable 
man bscause his ailment renders him 
morose and gloomy. The complaint is 

0° 80 dangerous as it is disagreeable. 
Yer no one need suffer from it who can 
pr cure Parmelee’'s Vegetable Pills. 
By regulating 'he liver and ob.iating 
the effects of bile in the stomach they 
restor men to cheerfulness and full 
v gor of action, 

Great Bargains In 

SEWNG 

MACHINES! 
| W. will sell the balance of oun 

stock while they last from $20.00 
wards, for Cash Only 

| 

THE QUEEN, CLIMAX AID 

NEW HOME. 

Every one warranted, and If not 
satisfactory after 3 months we 
will refund the mouey. All mast 
be sold at once as we waat ‘he 
room at 

USE 

- Wiley's Emulsion 
wor OP 

COD LIVER OiL 
-AND— 

HYFOPHOSPHITES 
The Best for Lurg Dieeases, 

AT 

Wiley's Drug Stors 

GATES 

invigorating Syrup 
Well koown throughout the country 

as an excellent Tonic, Physic ana 
Appetizer. Sife and Reliable and 
ehould be in every house. 
For Coughs, Coulis and Lagrippe a 

little night and morning will soon 
break them up. 

Dyspeptics will find great relief by 
t.king a litfle after eating. 

For irregularities of the Bowels 
nothing can be found to excell it, as 
It causes no griping Hrpain, 
For Asthma and Palpitation of the 

Hears one swallaw gives instant relief. 
Headache, Stomach and Pin Worms 

yield at once. 
[tis an Invigorator of the whole 

System, has been well tested already 
and will do all that we say of it. 
Pat up in large bottles at 50 cents 

eich aud sold everywhere. 

6 C GATES’ SON & GO 
MIDDLETON, N, SJ 

New Goods 
mm {) —— 

JAMES R HOWIE 
PRACTICAL TAILOR, 

| BEG toinform my numerous patsons 
that I have just opened out a 

large and well-selected stock of NEW 
SPRING CLOTHS, consisting of 
Sootch and Canadian Tweed hg, ee] Corkscrew ard Diagonal Suitings, Light 
and Dark Spring Overcoatings, and all the 
latest designe and patterns in 
Trouserings from which I am prepared to 
make up in Fieer Crass Sryus, 
to the latest New York Spring and Swan 
mer Fashions, and guarantee §~ give sath 
satisfaction, 

oy PRICES MODERATE. wa 

MEN'S FURNISHING DEPARIMEN] 
My stock of Men's Fuaraishing Goods 
cannot be excelled. It consists of Hasd 
and Soft Hats of lish and Amexioss 
make, in all the novelties and Staple Sty’e 
for Spring Wear. White anu 
sl, g oy, 8, Silk oy 
races, Merino Underwe oulery 

well selocted sesartment of Done Ties _— 
Soarfs, in all the latest patterns of Bnglly 
and American 
4%" Rubber Olot g » specialty 

Jaz. R. Howie 
17% Queen 8S ., Frederlotw 

BOARDERS WANTED. 

hY RS. WM, D)IWYEY, <iiz St 
in near York, provides oid boas 
with la'ge pleasant rorma t) lady Norm 
School Studeats. She can also acoomm 
date a few transient boarders, 


