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The sermon story, ‘In His St: ps”, 

or “What would Jesus do”, was 

written in the winter of 1896, by 

Rev.Charles M. Sheldon, of Topeka, 

Kansas, and 18 published Dy the 

Chicago Advance Publishing Co. 

cloth binding 75 cents, paper 23. 

The book is an intensely interest 

ing story. It wa. first written as 

a seriss of sermons, and these ser- 

mons were read, a chapter at a 

time by Pastor Sheldon, to his Sun- 

day evening congregation. Iv first 

appear-d in print as a serial in The 

Advance, and the story was so well 

received by the readers of that 

paper, that arrangements were made 

by the publishers for its appearance 

in book form. Since then millions 

of copies have been scattered 

broad cast over the world, followed 

by the prayer of the author that it 

might be “a great blessing to the 

churches for the quickening of 

Carissian discipleship and the 

hastening of the Master's Kingdom 

on earth.’ 

The scene of the story 1s laid in 

Raymond, a busy railway city, quite 

equally divided, as such cities 

generally between the high 

and the low ; the aristrocat and the | 

plebian 

The RR 

tor of the first 

occupied a most enviable position. 

His chat the first in the city; 

it had the bes [ts member- | 

Heuory Maxwell, pas- 

:hurch of Raymond, 

il Was 
a’ 

Lv Ccnoir, 

ship included the leading people | 

represutatlve of the wealth, society 

and intelligence of Raymond. He | 

himself was ve ry popular, talented, | 

noted for his striking sermons and | 

dramatic 

feeling of Henry Maxwell regard- | 

ing his church was one of intense 

satixfaction. 

But a change came over the life 

of the pastor of First Courch, a 

change which first manifested itself 

to the congregation on a Sunday 

morning, when after his sermon he 

made a most unexpected proposi- 

tion : —that the members of his 

church, volunteer for a ycar not to 

do anything without first asking 

the que-tion “What would Jesus 

do!’ Each volunteer was to follow 

Jesus as carefully and closely as he 

knw how regardless of what such 

a course might lead or what wight 

be its co.sequence. The effect of 

the proposition as it was met and 

obeyed by a number of the mem- 

bers of the First Church of Ray- 

mond, was so remarkable that for a 

time the attention of the whole 

country was directed to it. 

Hoary Max vell was at first gen- 

uinely astonished at the response 

to his proposal, some of the most 

prominent members of his church 

making this promise to do as Jesus 
would. Awong them were E ward 

Norman, editor of “The Daily 

News”, Milton Wright, one of the | 

leading merchants of Raymond, ' 

Alexander Powers, Superintendent 
of the Railway shops, Miss Page, 

one of the city's leading society 

heiresses and Miss Winslow, whose 

wonderful voice had already brought 
her pro vinently before the public. 

Naturally each is brought into 

very straight and varrow ways at 

times. Mr. Norman, editor of the 

“News”, risked his entire fortune 

in obedience to what he believed 

was Jesus probable action, and 

revolutionized his entire manage- 

ment of the paper at the risk of a 

failure. He finally, assisted very 

materia'ly by the money of Miss 

Page, who saw in his endeavor to 

conduct a paper as Jesus would, ar 

opportunity for the use of her 

begging the privilege of ministering 

to his wants The business itself 

was carried on under a system of 

co-operation that was not a 

mere patronizing recognition of in- 

feriors, but a real sharing of the 

responsibilities and profits of the 

entire busines:, the result being 

that Milton Wright not only 

increased his business, but was 

respected aud honcred as ons of the 

best and most successful merchants 

of Raymond. 
Rachel Winslow rejected two 

very flattering offers from travelling 

concert and opera companys, 

choosing because she thought this 

the probable conduct of Jesus, were 

He in her place to give her great 

talent to the poor and wretched of 

the city. Her plans included a 

Musical Institute, where chorus 

singing and classes in vocal music 
were features. In connection with 

her friend Miss Page, she planned 

a course in music, which could not 
do otherwise than uplift and 
brighten the lives of the people in 
the dreaded Rectangle. 

These are only a few illustrations 
of results in individual lives 
wrought out by obedience to the 

pledge. 
Frequent meetings of the volun 

teers were he'd from time to time, 

experiences given, and opinions ex 

pressed, but in working out. the 

details no arbitrary rules were 

enacted. No one was permitted to 

judge the conduct of another ; each 
was to be judge of his or her own 
conduct, All that was required 
was that there should be honest 
and conscientious study of the 
problem, “Waat would Jesus do?” 

No experiences ' are exaggerated, 
what one can do is possible for all. 

The winter passed, and the year 
was ended, the year Henry Max 

wel had fixed as the tine during 

which the pledge should be kept. 

Sunday the anniversary of that one 
year ago, was in many respects the 
most remarkable day the First 

Church knew. It was the 

more important’ that the disciples 
in the First Church realized. The 
year had made h story so fast, and 
so serious, that the people were not 
yet able to grasp its significance. 

And the day itself, which marked 
the completion of a whole year of 

such discipleship was characterized 

by such revelations and confessions 

that the immediate actors in the 

events themselves, could not under- 

ever 

stand the value of what had been 

done : or the relation of their trial 

to the rest of the churches 

cities in the country. 

[t happened the before 

thay anniversary Sunday, that the 

Rev. Calvin Bruce D. D. of the 

Naz .reth Avenue church, Chizago, 

was in Raymond, and present at 
the First Church, an exceedingly 

attentive and interested spectator. 

At the close of an i 

1 
week 

unusually 1m- 

delivery, altogether the | pressive appeal to the christians of | soul needs of he wretched people 

Raymond to obey Jesus’ teaching, 

‘and to follow in His Steps, regard- | 
less of what others might do, 
founded on the text “What is that 

to thee! Follow thou me!” steps 
were taken to secure the co oper- 

ation of all other christian disciples 

in the country. 
That evening Dr. Bruce went 

home and knelt before his God, 
while from his hungry soul once 
more rang out that cry “What does 
following Jesus mean?” He looked 
the matter fairly in the face. Way 
he himself re.dy to take that 
pledge? His church was full of 
wealthy satisied people. The 
standard of their discipleship was 
not of such a nature as to respond 
readily to a cal involving suffering 
or personal loss. Should he go back 
to his people next Sunday, and 
stand before them and say, “Let us 
follow Jesus wore closely, Let us 
walk in His Steps where it will 

not to do anything without first 
asging 

a strange and startliog one to them. 
But why ? 

of the ways. 

to them. 

the bowed head of Calvin Bruce 

he'ped him choose the right way 

his soul the resolve had been made 
—“Lord I will 

soever Thou goest.” 

wealth as Jesus would use it did 

it belong to Him, succeeded in 

working up one of the most inter- 

esting and remarkable papers ever 

printed in the United States. 

Milton Wright so reconstructed 

his business that no man was wore 

beloved in Raymond. His employees 

became very stioagy attached to 

him as was strikingly il ustrated by 

Those who knew him best did no 
detect anything unusual 

experience such as Nazaret 

the congregation and when D 

h e affaction shown during a tedious 

a severe illuess, many of them 

and 

cost us something, Lot us pledge 

“What would Jesus do?” 
[f he should go before his people 
with that message it would be a 

Were they not ready 
to follow him all the way? What 
was it to be a follower of Jesus? 
Wha" did it mean to follow him? 
What did it méan to walk in his 
steps? He had come to the parting 

All night his soul 
wrestled before God as he asked 
himself these questions again and 
again, and tried to find an answer 

As therising sun flooded 
the city with its power it shone on 

but he had conquered. God had 

He arose calm and triumphant, In 

follow Thee woere- 

The following Sanday found Dr. 
Bruce as usual in his own pulpit. 

in his 
manner or expression. He prayed, 
and the prayer was an unconscious, 
involuntary disclosure of the soul's 

Avenue people had never heard 
be ‘oe fio n that pulpit. A distinct 
wave of spiritual pr wer moved over 

Bruce began to speak in the open- 
ing sentence of his dadress, which 

this morning preceded his sermon, 
there was an answering response in 
the church that came back to him 
as hespoke, and thrilled him with 
the hope of a spiritual baptism such 
as he had never during all his min | 
istry experienced. In the simplest, 
clearest wa y he told them the story 
of Raymond, and then pleaded as a | 
man who realized what it meant, | 
for volunteers to do as Jesus would. | 

That morning over a hundred of | 
the members of Nazareth Avenue 
church took this pledge ;—to follow | 
in His Steps Dr. Bruce was 
amazed, was humbled. 

In the evening when the days, 
duties and privileges hal gone into 
eternity, Calvin Bruce sat im his 
study thinking of the events of the 
day. As he sat thus lost in medi- | 
tation a ring came at the door and | 
his friend the Bishop entered. He | 

| 
i 

had not come however to enjoy the 
usual Sunday evening chat—nc; he 
had come to tell his friend that 

not only of Chicago, but in several | 
large cities, that he, casting person | 
al ease and pleasurs to the winds, 
had alo firmly made up his mind to 
do as Jesus would. That evening 
as they advised together and kuelt 
in prayer, there forged the 
strongest link in the lifelong friend 
ship of the two men. 

It is noteworthy that in Ray- 

{ mond no one had so far interpret-d 

| the spirit of Jesus in such a way as 

to abandon his earthly possessions, 

give away all his wealth, or in any 
literal way imitate for example th 
Christians of the order of St. 

Francis of Assisi. However Dr. 
3ruce and the Bishop realized that 
they must not pattern after Ray 
mond in this matter. The question 

to them “Wha would Jesus 
do ?” 

Three months passed, and the 
Bishop came again one evening to 
the Dr's study. Their experiences 
daring these mcnths had been in 
many instances very much alike. 
Neither of them was entirely satis- 
fied with the manner in which he 

had kept his promi e, the over- 
powering desire of each was to de- 
cide the course he should have to 

pursue if he satisfied his thoughts 
of what it meant for him to walk 
“In His Steps”. 

There was no uncertainty in 

their minds as to this course. It 

was p'ain and open to them. Bot 

men wer2 the posses:ors of large 
independent fortunes. They had 
never known what it meant to be 

without money or its equiva ent 
What had they suffered for the 

| sake of Christ? They had that in 
vhich of late rose in over 

wheliming condemnation of church 

| and social life They saw no escape 

was 

was 

| them 

from this condemnation except to 

| give the rest of their lives person 
‘ally, to the actual, physical and 

in the wcrse part of the city. 
closer contact with the sin 

| and shame and degradation of that 

great city, taeyfelt) hey wu oo ue 
personally and they knew thau to 

lato 

do that, they emust sever their 
immediate coann-ction with their 
re-pective churches. They bad 
both reached the same conclusion 
by the same reasoning, and -they 
were too thoughtful, too well 
accustomed to the measuring of 
conduct, to underestimate the 
seriousness of their position. But 
from the moment their decision 
wai reached to live tne life of per- 
sonal sacrifice they had chosen, 
they suddenly felt a great uplifting, 
as if a heavy burden had been 
removed. 

Their plans as it finally grew 
into a workable fact was in reality 
nothing more than the renting of a 
brewery, reconstructing it and 
living in it themselves, in the yery 
hear. of a territory where the 
saloon ruled with power, where the 
tenement was in its filthiest, where 
the vice and ignorance, and shame 
ani poverty were congested into 
hideous forms. It was not a new 
ida. Iv was an idea start-d by 
Jesus Christ when he left His 
Father's house, and forsook the 
riches that were His in order 
to get nearer humanity and thus 
be in a position to help draw 
humanity apart from its sin. The 
Universary Settlement idea is not 
modern. Iti as old as Bethlchem 
and Nazareth, and in this particu- 
lar case it was the nearest approach 
to anything that would satisfy the 

, | hunger of these two men tc sufter 
for Christ. There had sprung up 

. Jin them at the same time, a longing 
that amounted to a passion, to get 

; | nearer the great physical poverty, 
and spiritual destitution of the great 
city that throbbed around them. 
How could they do this except as 
they b-came a part of it, as nearly 

t | as one man can become a part of 
another's misery. Where was the 
suffering to come in unless there 
was an ‘actual self-denial of some 
sort? And what was to make that 

h | self-denial apparent to themselves 
or anyone ele unless it took 
this concrete actual personal for 
of trying to share the deepest suf- 

Enjoy as You Go. 

Some people mean to have a good 
time when their hard work is done 
—say, at fifty. Ochers plan to en- 

joy themselves when their children 
are grown up Others mean to 

take their pleasure when they get 

to be rich, or when their b siness 

is built up on a sure foundstion, or 

the f arm is paid for, or the grind 
of some particu'ar sorrow i. over- 
past. 

Such persons might as well give 
up ever having a good time. The 
season of delight which is s» long 
waited and hoped for, too -arcly 
comes. Disease, poverty, «lea h, 
claim each his victims. The lives | 

Children’s ldeals. 

How to preserve high ideals in the 
j children as they grow is a great and 
difficult question. The disillusioning 

process has infiri e peril; and the boy 

especially is tempted to-day to be- 

come cynically indifferevt to. those 

- nce distinctions of right and rectitude 

, Which he thought so important for a 

‘time. Much of the mischievous trans- 

| formation comes through bis associa- 

tions with older lade, and from beoks 

beyond his moral depth, that leads 

{him into dangerous pace’. But a 
| greater peril is in the carel ss speech 
‘of the home circle; the free talk, 

“harmless to elders, hurts 

beyond recovery. The highest possible 

Then take your p'easure to day, ideals embodled for the zhild 1a 

while there is yet time. 
may not be in the best shape for [God's wise, 

| that visit you have heen so long 
7 

: = 
he, the leader of the most aristro- | might be better if you coul bY Me 1* The man who is an atheist in politics 
cratic, wealthy, fashionable people. till you had a more stylish «uit of ‘is not much of a Christian anywhere Constipation, and make 

p'anniag to your only sister. 

Things | persons of pareat or teacher, arc io 
kind providence, the 

child's moral salvation. 
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often the ¢ 

| of those whom we love, or our own, ' hearts of the younger, and sometimes 

| go rut, and what is left? 

Joest.'t like st 

the ‘right mo 

surprise ; 

it be about [ 

he's lost for 

affairs ; 

qolight or ga 

Now, isn’ 
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== SY RU 
CURES COUGHS AND coLp 
Mrs. Alonzo H, Thurher, Freeport 

says: “I had a severe attack of ( 
and & bad cough, with great diffe 
breathing. After taking two bott 
Dr. Wood's Norway Pine Syrup I wa 
pletely cured.” : 

pought of an 

hound,’ 

weary of 

around ;’ 

if there's a b 

will follow it 

pight. 

showman will 

fear, 

For he is 

1 

here's work 

‘aches to sp 

bis back is # 

a bit;’ 

pention foot 

RC ON 

bhe's1 dig for 

afternoon ! 

jou think I 

| 
| 

Work while you sleep wit 
a grip or gripe, curing 

' Headache, Dyspepsia 

» 4 : / seems quits 
clothes, or till the boy was a h ne jg, feel better in the morning Jl  Eut—isn 
from college to look after the | ce; | ah 
but she is ready now. Yo: are | 4 There are a when a horse knows more - 
L . iy re gi ian a man; when instinct is superior to 
both growing old—you had o.iter , reason. The horse fights against being Pigmi 
go 
John drives round with the horsa. 

be shy when you waut them again. 
Don’t say, “I shall be glad when 

that child is grown up! What 
quantities of trouble he makes!” 
No-—enjoy his cunning ways—re- 
vel in his affectionate hugs and 
kisses—they will not be so p'enti- 
ful by and bye. Enjoy his child- 
hood. I:will look sweet to you | 
when It is gone forever. 

Enjoy the littles of every day. 

treasure every sunbeam, and get 
all the light and warmth from it 
that the ble sing holds.— Family 
Friend. 
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The Robber who feared 
Punishment. 

H sre is a story a little old man in 

Chung wha, to the south of Peyng 

Yang, told the visiting missionary of 
h's experience with robbers: O ae night 

four r.bbers suddenly 

Future 

entered his 

home and began to help themselves to 

the property in the house. By the 

coarse, rough language they used, they 

were evidently very wicked men, His 

little girl was terijed wuearly to dis- 

traction and the robbars, fearing that 

her load cries would attract the atten- 

to her 

very roughly, so that shedroppad upon 

the fl or and hid her facein her hands. 

As the robbers west on with their 

work, the thought occurred to the old 
man that the Bible says yon must pray 

for your enemies. 

tion of the neighbors, spoke 

As: he knew of no 

one who was at the present time more 

of an enemy tohim than these robbers, 

he sat down upon the floor and began 

fervently to pray for tham aloud. 

However, as he prayed his eyes fol- 

lowed the robbers, and when thoy 

came to the she!f which contained the 
Christian books and began to tike 

them dowa, it was too much for his 

feelings aud with tears in his eyes he 

plead with them to take everything 

else in thelhouse, if they must, but 

just to leave him his Christian books. 

Thereupon one robbie stirced with 

surprise and addressed to his compan- 

iors the rom wrk Why, this maa is a 

Christian! This will never do. It 
would be a great sin for us t)roba 

Christ an man and would bring upon 

us a fearful punishment in the future, 

His companions apparently agreed 

with him They returned all the o'd 

man 8 gods vo the places where taey 

found them, reassarred the little g rl 

with a few kind words, aad e lently 
took their departure. ZZThe face of the 

old mn as he teld ths sory was 

wreathed in smiles and 1t wa: evident 

that his experience of G d's faithful. 
ness in answering oelieving prayar had 

made a deep impression upon his 

heart.” —Dom. Presbyteian, 
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The bitterest cup, seasoned with 
faith in God, becomes sweet to the 
taste. 

T ita or gray hair anil bald heads 
80 displeasing to many people as marks 
of age, may bs averted for a long 
time by using Hall's Hair Renewor, 

| forced over the brink of a precipice which 
he can see in the dark 

is veiled 
1 

but which 

loss of appetite 

toms—the body is 

No man need 

and 
lack of energy—some 
or all of these symp- 

the brink of danger 
and is crying “halt!” 

carried over the fatal 

ferodotus re 
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her help. This help in its most concen- D4 ¥:mawiige. 45548 weak (ois higher than 
trated and perfect form is contained in Dr, 
Pierce’s Golden Medical Discovery. 
great alterative extract completely modifies 
every abnormal condition of the disordered | 
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at 8 o'clock, and Portland at 6 p. m 
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I am a farmer located near Stony Brook, one of the most mai rear of tl 
districts in this State, and was bothered with malaria for years, 8c never d 
so | could not work, and was always very constipated as welll or the arr 
years | had malaria so bad in the spring, when engaged in Plog; cq by tl} 
that | could do nothing but shake.¢ | must have taken about age. = ..° 
of quinine pills besides dozens of other remedies, but never CONS, © 
any permanent benefit. Last fall, in peach time, | had a most S|.  ° 
attack of chills and then commenced to take Ripans Tabules, Wl 
friend's advice, and the first box made me all right and | havej™ °'reeey 
been without them since. | take one Tabule as: morning andi * dye | 
and sometimes when | feel more than usually exhausted 1 take tig" of meat 
a day. They have kept my stomach sweet, my bowels regulaf™ he goes | 

have not had the least touch of malaria nor splitting headache Ji! bucches 
commenced using them. | know also that [ sieep better and Wiltee, cuts « 
more refreshed than formerly. | don’t know how many coment affixe 
Ripans Tabules will help, but | do know they will cure any ONcjigts of mea 
condition | was and | would not be without them at any P'glén skewer 
honestly consider them the cheapest-priced medicine in the WOlbananas - h 
‘they are also the most beneficial and the most convenient !Qk the good 
I am twenty-seven years of age and have worked hard all my lif, ; 
same as most fa: mers, both early and late and in all kinds of W wo 
and | have never enjoyed such good health as | have since last ‘gg, ane 
fact, my neighbors have all remarked my improved condition & power, 

Rob what are you doing to look so healthy ? id they she 
ARTES ~4 Le; ig Rod Danish LIA Ad WE hot henady. Rg cw 4 banish pail i d 

L) Re o Peonets for 4 cen ew bead & a rea rig : Pay at 
testimonisls' wil! ve mailed 0 any for § cents, te that he wil


