oo AT g S S

m

R

g b L AR

—————————————

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER.

Vv“Peace Upon Earth ”’

*Peace upon Earth I Tt sweetly broke
From angel voices ringing,

And ever through the sges comes
The echo of their singing :

For lo! the Saviour promised long
Was now to sinners given,

And sweet ana clear the anthem rolled
Through all the courts of Heaven.

“Peace on Earth !” prophetic words !
The years of strife had ceased;

And atter many centuries, came
A holy rest and peace:

¥For anxions hearts had waited long
To see M eseiah’s clory,

And now up n a waitiog world
Burst forth the angels’ story—

“Peace upon Earth!’ O weary hearts
List to the apgels einging.
To yon upon this Christmas Eve
Glad tidings they are bringiog :
They tell of patient hope fulfilled,
They speak of sin: forgiven,
And open to a fallen rac:
The golden gates of Heaven!

“Peace upon Rarth I” O warring souls
Cease from your tuil and strife,

And tlmu with songs of lcve and peace
The golden harp of life,

Avnd now when Christm
News of a Saviour's birth,

May we the angele’ love-song join,
And peace reign on the eardh !

Observer.

as bells peal forth
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The Descent of Jesus.

There was a time when men were
ambitious to scale the heavens They
sought to build themselves a city and
a tower whose top would reach the
sky. But that was when the world
was young. Flung from the heights,
not all too high, which they had won,
they came to laern that if heaven and
earth were ever to meet, heaven must
come down, for earth could not rise.
A traveller lays down his weary head
on & pillow of stone, and heaven is far
enoughaway. Duplicity and ambition
have all but broken the wings on
which his soul might have soared
away. Yet heaven stoops to him, if
he cannot rise to her ; and on a ladder
of sorrow and the angels of
Cod descend.

How men tremble mth delight and
hope when they see an angel of God
descending ! It 1t was

silence

is so to day.
80 in the old world when, in the per-
sons of Paul and Barnabas, the gods
seemed to the men of Lysira to have
come down in the likeness of men.
The people were wrong ; and yet were

they altogetner wrong? For it is a
godlike thing to descend ; and the
aogele of God—then, and now, and

evermore —come down in the | keness
of men, Nay, did not Jesus Himself,
being in the form of God, come ‘‘in
the likeness of man?”

History, so far as 1t has meant pro-
gress, has just been the descent of
heaven upon the earth.
side it has been the effort of aspiring
man, on the other it has been the
grace of the condescending God. The
renovated world seemed to the seer
of Patmos to be just the holy city
*‘coming down out

God."”
The Bible presents the vision of a

possible ascent of man ; it is still more
he story of‘the descent of God. From

heights which it dis:loses, God and
His angelsarecontinually seendescend-
ing for their beneficent work, now to
rouse the conscience of those who
have eaten of furbidden fruit, now to
assure prophet or warrior of heavenly

help.
But of all the strange descents of

heaven upon toiling or disheartened

If on one

of heaven from

men, surely none is so strange or 80
Who
may tell the heights from which He

blessed as the descent of Jesus.

came?! ‘I am come down
heaven.”” That is all He says.
tic silence no less thau majestic speech !
He came down : down to a world wora
by superstition and speculation, down
to men out of whom the sp:rit had
been cruched by oppression and priest-
craft, down to ‘‘deep weariness and
sated lust.” And inte this ¢,rrup‘ion
and decay, heartlessness, indifference,
deepair, He brought life. The nob.e-
man who said to Jesus ‘“Come down
ere my child die” is but an emblem of
that ancient world, voicing her own

from

Maj s-

must stoop and lift us up or we shall :
die. *“‘Jesus, come down.”

Butthe Highest has stooped ; stooped
from the height to the b'ackest depthe. |
«Josus descended into hell”—stepped |
fearlessly dcwn into all the experiencs
that has made men bitter and revenge
fal ; into poverty, unpopulaii‘y, de-
faat, shame, death, till He reached
that obedience and perfection, which
can only be learned by the (hings
which men suffer. The seeming de-
scent was but the royal way to heaven.
By coming down Jesus redeemed and |
(ransfigured our life, and made it pos-
gible for vs to find our heaven in the
depths as well as on the heights.
Jesus camedown ; and in any depths
we shall find Him. Our doubts He
meets with His certainties: our world-
liness He rebukes with His silent look
o baffled love; our despondency He
casts out by His revelation of a love
that will not let us go; our orphaned
hearts He heals by the vision of man
sions where those that are lost to us
are gathered together. Acdis all this]
nething to you, O ye that pass by?
He stopped t) share a'l tha" vexes and ‘
With such a
who can

tempts and hurts us.
fellowship in the depths,
doust or faint or fear any more ! He
descended into the lowest parts cf the
earth, lower than auy other son of man
has known or can know, and ‘‘He
that descended is the same also that
ascended.” Shall we, then, who have
had the glory of walking with Him in
the depths, not also with Him ‘‘ascend
far above all the heavens?’—J. K.
McF. in Westminster.
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If We Cared.

If we cared for the souls of our
neighbors, we would pray for them
every day.
that a Christian can have any interest
seriously au heart and not take it to
the Lord in prayer every day. If we
take no soul to the throne of grace in

our prayers from week to week, can

It is impossible to believe

we honestly say that we care mu:h
whether they perish or not ?

If we cired for the souls of men, we
would study diligently to find out the
most effectual methods of reaching and
saving them. If thecity were invaied
by the plagne and thousands were
dying every day, and a company of
physicians, insteid of studying the
best method of fighting the enemy aund
saving the sick, should give their en-
tire attention to money-get ing and
pleasure-seeking, would 1t
evident that they did not care ? Wuuld
they not incur the condemnation of a'l
good men ! The plague of sin rages
everywhere. Taousands are perishing
in every city every year. A sovereign
remedy has been provided, and the
applicat on of that remedy is with ue.
1f we make no effort r¢ induce sincers
1o avail themselves of it,
say that we care !

If we truly care to see men saved,
we will avail curselves of every oppor
tuonity to wio them from evil ways aud
do them good. We meet such oppor
tunities every hour. Do we improve
any of them? A few days ago a
prominent citizen of a great city was
suddenly killed by an accident. A
lady from a distant city happened on
that day to go into a store not far
from the place where the acciden;
The clerk who waited on
her spcke of the sorrow that had coma
to the friends of the man who had me:
such an appalliog fate. When she
learned what had happened she said,
“If he was a Christian, he is now
better «ff, and this must be a great
comfort to those who have been sud-
denly plunged into this deep sorrow.”
Seeing what a good oppcrtunity had
been thrust upon her, she sail to the
clerk, I hope you are a Christian.”
He answered, *'1 am sorry to say thi t
I am pot. 1 wish I were.,” Then she
spoke » few fitting words and weng
away. Who shall say that those word
fitly spoken in a store may not prove
to be good seed suwn in good ground }
If we never improve one of the manv
opportunities which the prov.uciice ui
God thrusts upon us to try to win a
soul, can we think that we really care

whether men perish or not !
If we cared, we should scrupulously

avoid every word or deed which might
hioder a soul 1n its aspirations after
(God and a better life. We cangot tell

not be

how can we

ocecurred,

helplessness to heal her children, and
uttering her great inarticulate cry to
the Jesus who alone could save her
from folly, shame, and suicide. N.y,
i it not the cry of all the nobler epiri s
to-day, who look with sorrow upon a

civilization that sends the weakest to
the wall, upon a religion whose heart

the Lord hath not touched, upon inter
patiopal friendships that are hcllow,

upon a stage that is degraded and de-
grading ! Thuse who have not let
Jesus come down into their hearts
know the distemper, but do not rightly
Bat surely the dumb
voices of the people, if they could
break through their perplexity and
spesk, would say, *Jesue, come down,
" Nothir g
but the Highest—and the highest re

know its cure.

ere we and our children dre.

what is going on in the minds of those
about us., What good desires burn
with:n them, what thoughts of a better
life seccgtly struggle in their minds,
we know not,

scale f r good ¢revil. A word thought

time cannot efface

a flame of life acd love.

whic . 9
hour of he day?

profound
generals, and wise statesmen,
sincerely c.ra for souls, we
fellowship with the noble army.—The
Advocate.

in order.

still persist in adhering to Vol
great mistake, namely, accusing Curis-
tianity
monstrous crimes of the dark ages, the

‘The:e was some excuse for Voltaire's

But we do know that
the soul is exceeaingly senstive, and
that a very little thing will turn the

lessly spoken may leave a scir which
A cold glance, a
little s)ight, an unint-ntional neglact,
a bad « xample, may put a dawper on
a singlo spark of holy desire, whih,
if che«ished, might bave kindled iutu
Are we care-
f .1, th. . ghtful, gentle, vigilant? Do
we car forthe cffect of that i fl ience
sre exer inz almost every

this feeliog would manifes:
many unmistakable signe.
not th.nk more of the theater than « f |
the house of God. We could not care
more for a party with cirds ard d.n -
ing than for a prayer meeti g wi h |
Bibles and holy songs. We could not
think more of gold than of God. We
should seek earnestly for a deeper
concern for the salvaticn «f sounls
There are many who inquire what they
may do to become more profoundly
interested in the great work. They
lament the fact that they care so little
for so great an interest. The fact that
they desire to have more fesling on
this subject proves that they have
some feeling already. They sre not
wholly without care. But if we have
ro appreciable desire to care for the
souls of men, we have a sure evidence
that our hearts are not right.

1f we cared for souls, we should be
in harmoony with God. He cares more
for souls than for anything else. If
w2 do not care for them, we are far
Him. We should be in sympa'hy
w th the angels if we really cared to
sce sinners converted. There is joy
among the angels over one sinner that
repnteth.
interest

If we have no particul r
in such a escene, then we
¢hou'd not be happy in heaven, for we
should be out of harmony with our
:urroundings. We should be in
fellowship with all the best men and
women if we were deeply concerned
for the conversion of sinners. The
greatest work on earth isthe conversicn
We may not disparage
the accumulation of wealth or the
advancement of learning or the multi-
plication of victories for freedom and
good governmen'. Bat those who
have turned many to righteousness
have done more for humanity than all
the merchant princes, fine echolars,
philosophers,  victorious
If we
are in

of a sinner.
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Wilfully Blind.

Modern infidels of the Ingersoll type
taire’'s

of having perpetrated the

massacre of the Waldenses and of St.
B .rtholomew’s night, al! of which out-
rages were committed by the corrupt
Roman Catholic Church of those times
in direct violation of all the fundamen-
tal teachings of Christ and his apostles.

making that mistake, because all he
knew of Christianity was what he saw
of the Roman Catholiec Chuarch of his
dsy and when he real in history of its
dark and bloody deeds. His inexcus-
able error, however, was in his not
studying the Bible. especiilly the New
Testament, for himself. Had he done
so his clear intellect would easily have
discerned between the noble, righteous,
philanthropic teachings of the Man of
Calvary, as set forth in the Sermun on
the Mount, and the monstrous abuses
and crimes set forth in the teachings
and practices of the Roman hierarchy.
But to-day the infidels who persist in
rehashing the crimes of Romanism and
arraying them ag-.inst Christianity as
reasons why Christ and h's teachings
should be rejesied, are either too
stupid or too dishonest to merit the
considerati m ¢f candid, intelligent
men. Any one willing to do so, can
see in a moment that the Golden Rale
alone condemns all the crimes tha:
Rome has perpetrated, as well as the
crime of burning witches practiced by
the Puritans in their fanatical, mis-
guided zeal. Any reasonable man of
ordinary intclligecce readily sees that
these crimes no more lay azainst the
Christianity of Carist than the horrible
lynchings of to-day lay against mod:rn
civilization. —The Teleszope.
-

Never Too Busy to Pray.

Jesus appears to have devoted Him
self specislly to prayer at times when
His life was unusually full f work and
exciement. Hs was a very busy
life; there were nearly always ‘‘many
coming and going' about Him. Some-.
times, however, there was such a con-

had scarc-ly time to eat.

then He found time to pray. Indeed,

usu+l. Thus we read :

Him:

Him ot their infirmities.

ing day,

to be in a hurry.

— Rev. Dr. S:alker.
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Seed Thoughts.

the Gospel to others.

insisted on giving it, saying, *‘Th
work of the Lord must be done and
shall soon be dead. . . . . . s

gives back to God one-tenth of hi

income, he will be more prosperous
in his temporal affairs when if he with-
nevertheless

held it; but
that the more we give the more w
get.

it i8 true,

and it is compounded not half yearl

but daily.

again.” What better security or retur

could any cne ask '—H. W. Barker.

A Church Notice.

Whitechurch, London :

A pious African went to a misei nary
to present a contribution for sending
The missionary
thought the negro cffered a larger sum
than he was able to give, but the man

With the arithmetic of the world it
is impossible to explain how, if a man

Giving to the Lord is depositing it
with him, and he pays good interest,

‘“‘He that hath pity upon
the poor lendet to the Lord, and that
which he hath given will he pay him

The foliowing is a copy of a unique
notice, aftixed to the church door at

itself in this respect done as Jesus cid. When | Does some one bring criticism of the
We could ( Luther had a specially busy and excit-
' he allowed himself longer
time than usual for prayer beforehand.
A wise man ouce said he was too busy
He meant that if he
allowed himself to become hurried he
could not do all that he had t> do.
There is nothing like prayer for pro-
ducing this calm se¢lf-posesession. When
the dust of business so fills your room
that it threatens to choke you, sprinkle
it with the water of prayer, and then
you can cleanse it out with expedition.

Bible? Answer:
home.” Dues another offer objections?
Utge again : “It will light y- u home.”
To every argument of distrust or
doubt, let your persistent arswer Fe,
in the words of the man who furnished
{ the torch : Tt wil light y. u home.”
T« test of expertercs is the d sarming
of criticism. ¥ach bouvest reader will
cowe to say : Tty word is a lawp un-
to my feet, and & light uato my pa'b.’

This is the tleesed work every
Christian is privileged to d«, the de-
lightful work of putiing int. the hands
of souls groping in the dak a’amp
which will gu de them home.—N. Y.
Observer.

Keep out all bickering and strife. The
world is full of | ackbifing and misun-
derstinding and ' vy ; the home must

e !

1]

be a refuge. The man is to be pitied
who, after a hard day’s #ail amidst the

storms of businu 8 cares and fears,
canuot drop anclir at eventide in the!
quiet harbor of = peacefa! home.

We want to get rid of our grumb-
1 ng, faul-findir: epirit in the home
and learn to s; cak worde of praise
and approval. is as easy to tell the
wife when she d s well as when she
misses a button - has weak coffee ; 1t
is wiser to praise -he children for their
good deeds thsn to be wunceasingly
nagging them :bout their mis akes.
Make home happy, and the richest
results will follo w —Peninsula Metho-
dist.
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About Pastoral Visiting,

We believe most heartily in the
necessity and advantage of pastoral

“Jt wilt light you‘ Womﬁn’s

fnto the blood, taking with them
titude of pains and aches.

of La Grippe.
trouble arose,

a number of the best physisiang
! John, but received little relief,
Doan’s Kidney Pills highly spok
began their use and in a short tir
them to be a perfect cure. Befo
these pills I suffered such tortus
| sould not turn over in bed withou
} Anoe.
me from this terrible condition,
semoved every pain and ache.

or pain, curing Dyspepsia, Sick H
and Constipation and make you fe
in the morning, Price 20c.

from church.

Lord’s day, by a number of people of
dfferent ages dressed in their Sunday
clothes.

lieved to have gone in the direction of

copper coins on the counter of a publiz
house, the owxner being in a state of

gestion of thronging obje.ts that He
But even

these appear to have beea with Him
seasons of more prolonged prayer than
**So much the
more went there a fame abroad of
and great multitodes came to-
gether to hear, snd to be healed by
And he
wi hdrew Humself into the wilderness

Missing, last Sunday, some families

S-olen, several hours from the

Strayed, half a score of lambs, be-

“No Sunday-School.”
Miglaid, a quantity of silver ard

great excitement at the time,
Wanted, young people.
When last seen were walking in pairs
up Sabbath Breaker's Lane, which
leads to the city of No Go- d.

Lost, & lad carefully reared, not long
from home, and for a time very pro-
mising. Supposed to have gone with
one or two older companions to Prodi-
gal Town, Husk Lane.

Any person assisting in the recovery |
of the above shsll in no wise lose his |
rew.rd. |
————— - - W
Reading Hymns.

“Nn, he is not what you would call
a great preacher; but he makes op for

i by the way in which he reads the
hym-s. Why, it is worth going to
church just to hear the reading of the
hymns."”
S5 said a woman of intelligence the
other Monday morning. We have
attended that church, and know that
her praise of her pastor’s hymn-reading
i8 not too strong. We alio know the
reason why this part of the service is
so effective. He selects his hymns
about as soon as he selects his text.
He sees that song and sermon fit.
He reads and re-reads the hymns until
ha is so familiar with them that he can
s!moet repeat them from memory. He
seeks for their teaching. H goes
over them until his own heart glows,
Then inflection, and emphasis, and
measure, and even facial expression,
bring out the depths of doctrine.
Every one is disappointed when the
minister occasionally says, ‘*We will
sing the hymn without reading "—
E worth Herald.
el - e
“It Will Light You Home.”

several

‘““Tae word of the Lord is tried. ' It
has stood and will stand every test,
and will ever commend itself al ke to
ovr hearts and our reason. Our wisest
eff rt will always be in trying to lead
people to put it to the test of personal
experience, for every one who does so
test iv will find it a lamp to his feet,
guiding his steps toword home.

We have been told of a man of
Christian purpose who went a distance
of one or two miles into a neighbor-
hcod where few could read to specd
an eveoing readicg the Bible toa
company who were assembled to listen.
As he was about to return, by a ner-
row way through the woode, he was
provided with a toreh of light wood or
pitch pine. *‘I objected,” ssid he,
‘“‘that 1t was too small, weighing not
over half a ponnd. ‘It will light you

and pray. d’
congestion is.

can ecar> ly find time to ea’'.

Jesus— can save us. The Highes

If we cared for the souls of men,

Many in our day know what this | obj cted.

home’ ‘But if it should rain ? 1 again

 the expression of a sympathetic and

‘It will light you home,’ he
They \are swept off insisted. Coutrary to my fears, it
 their feet with their engagemen:s, and | give abuondai
We | the way home.”
make this a resson for not prayng.| Jua.tso wi!
Is there a y doubt which is the better |

|course ¥ Many of the wisest have in en his feet uiong the narrow way.

light to my path all

it be with every one
who will take 1e Bible to-ch to light-

visitation when done with a fitting
purpoee and spiris, but there is a kind
in vogue with which we have little
sympatbhy—when a minister tries to
see how large a number of calls he can
make in a day and how many people
he can shake hands with. Such hssty,
automatic calls cannot be made in a
helpfu! and inspiring spirit. There i3
no time for admonition, edification, or

powerful spirit on the part of the
minister. Dr. C. A. Berry, of London,
in 2 recent address, put it well in say-
ing, **The pastor is not the man who
vies with the postman and rivals the
errand boy in knccking at street doors
and pulling at belis.”—Preacher’s
Helper.
B

“What do you expect to do with all
your muney !’ asked the mu'ti-million-
aire’s spiriiual adviser. * You ecan'c
take it with you where you are going.’

“Yes, but I can,” anewered th?
multi-millionaire. “I am goirg )
Europe.”

e et O Ay G s

The Christian life is having 021 vie-
tions and not talking about them;
having them and vot fancying that we
have them. Not calling Christ our
Master, but making him our Master
in fact. ‘‘Believest thou this ¥’ Ask
the question on your knees, and pray
that God will help you to give an
honest answer.— Greenough.

e etlllly & P ———————
The missionary : ‘‘My erring broth-
er, have vou been christianized {' The
nitive : **Notcompletely. They bave
gobb'ed all my land, but I still bave
my few clothes.”

A PHYSICIAN i8 not al ways at band.
Guard yourself against sudden coughs
and colds by keeping a bottle of Pain.
Killer in the house. Avoid substi-
tates, there is but cne Pain-Killer,
Perry Davis’. 26ec. and 502,

"Bap ror A CoucH. Adamson's
Botaniec Congh Balsam is very bad for
a cough. In factit kills a c.ugh al-
most instantly and restores good nor-
mal health thoroughly and in a very
agreeable manner. No cough can wich-
stand 1t. 20c. at all druggists.

He Has Tried It.—Mr. John Aader-
son, Kinloss, writes: **1 venture to
say few, if any, have received greater
benefit from the use ¢f Dr. Thomas’
Eclectric Oil, than I have. I have
used it regularly for over ten years,
and have recommended it to all suffer-
ers I knew of, and they also found it
of grest virtue in cases of severe
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The D. & L. EMULSIONging.

Is the best and most palatable prepardili! you do not ¢
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Complete Treatment, $1.25
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