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The First and Greatest Need 
of the Church. 

In a recent article on the first and 
greatest need of Methodism, the 
New York Christian- Advocate Says 
things which may well be addressed 
to every branch of the 
Church. Changing 

Christian 

the heading, to 
broaden it, and making a few verbal 
changes in the article to adapt to our 
own and other churches, we reproduce 
it. 

[t is not money nor influence, but 
spiritual life, we need. That only will 
bring all good things in its train. This 
need is apparent from many consider- 

ati ns, some of which are : 

So many churches depend upon 
spasmodic revivals, and thenare unable 
to assimilate the fruits becauss of tae 
unthawed state of the membership; so 

many members never take any part in 

evangelistic work, and never attend 

any cf the means of grace except on 
Sabbath morning; so many never at- 
tend, even then, except at rate inter- 
vals; so many faithfully attend the 
lodge that never attend the prayer 
meeting, that the tabulated statistics 
of the Church are of en no more re 
liable than would be those of an army 
if the inma‘es of the hospitals, those 
who have be :n taken prisoners by the 

enemy, and the deserters were given 

as a part of the fighting force. 

The mora! tone also is unsatisfactory, 

and many societi-s would bs reduced 

to a few pious women, aged persons, 

and unsophisticated youth, if the 

discipline enforced in the primitive 

Church were applied. 

The religious and moral ¢ ndition 

of many official members suggests 

serious problems. Where it has become 

a s*andirg theme for ridicule that m st 

of the office-bearers in the church 

violate its rules and cever participate 

actively In its aggressive spiritual 

work; and where in addition to that 

it is und:rstood that the pa-tor finds 

hie chief social life with these incon 

sistent members, and they are the 

ruling influence, the situation bodes 

no good. 

Attention has recently been dirccted 

to the fact that in eighty-seven eities 

in the United States, Methodism (and 

the same is true of other evangelical 

denominations) is scarcely holding its 

own, regardless of the increase of 

population, and of the fact that so 

many accessi ns are received by letter 

from country churches. Divers sup-r- 

ficial explanations are offered for this 

humiliating condition. Buu whatever 

iufluenca they may have, it is absolute- 

ly certain that if the laity and c'ergy 

were living according to the teachings 

of the New Testament, it could not be 

S0. 
Toe realer must not suppose that 

the virtues and devotion that exist in 
many hearts and lives are not recog- 

nized, or that any sympathy exists 

with those railing accusations -vhich 

are uttered by some in cold censorious, 

ness; with ‘‘the mocking and 

envenomed spirit of a fiend;” or wih 

the self-justifying = and slanderous 

disparagement in which the openly 

ungodly indulge when speaking of the 

Church. 

or 

This is an attempt to recognize ten- 

dencies and conditions, and to aid 

everyone who faels that God has called 

him to the work of the ministry. and 

is living a consecrated life, to see how 

great the need of efforts to reform the 

Church, to recall those who have lost 

their first love, to alarm backsliders, 

to strengthen the things that remain, 

and to use their personal influence to 

elevate the morale of office-holders and 

of Sunday-school superintendents, 

wherever they are not men whom the 

Church and the young can safely 

imitate. 

Such considerstions as these are not 

su table to be preached to a congrega- 

tion, for men fhvariably shield them. 

solves under a recogn zed prevailing 

tendency; and when a pastor: denounces 

h's offizisl members or censoriously 

scolds them, he advertises the barren- 

ness of the situation to the most 

un sbserving and unsuspecting of the 

people It is the preaching of | the 

t uth and the living of it by the m nis- 

ter, and especially the utilization of 

his friendship, and a true reciprocat 
on 

of the courtesivs that he receives from 

those who are loving this present evi
l 

world, by appeals in private conversa- 

tion, by which the tone of a religious 

lily ander the discipline. society is gradually to be raised. 

The chief difficulty with the laity as 
well as the ministry is a lax view of 

the law of God, ana an exaggerated 
view of the proviions of salvation 

Men seem really to believe that con- 

nection with the Church, and a general 

consent to the fact that Christ died to 

save, and that He is an Alm ghty 

Siviour, are sufficient for salvation. 

Whereas the whole S riptures teich 
the contrary. A mere relizious p-o- 

fession is an abomination in the sight 

of God, and trust in Christ without an 

earnest and constant attempt to keep 
one the 

reward of the foolish virgins. and of 

the 

His commandments, insures 

who built his ecclesiastical 

house upon the sand and not upon the 
rock. 

man 

If spiritual life be sought it will be 

attained, and then conscience and 

gratitude will open the purses of the 

Church, Gifts will of 

grace. Should we have a joint reviva' 

of spirituslityand liberality, Mt“ .odism 

will en'er upon the next century with 

impulses equal in intensi y t, these 

with which it began the one which we 

be a 1weans 

are soon to leave; and with immeasur- 

able material resources wiil go forth 

with quicker step to. bless the world. 

The Stone Rolled Away. 

REV CUYLER 

At the early dawning «f the first 

day of the week, the two M.rys, with 

Sa'ome and Joanna go the 

northern citv gates to the 
sepulchre, bearing with them precious 

spices. It is an errand of sweet 

womanly 1 ve for their crucified Lord. 

As they draw near the sacred spot, a 

difficulty occurs to chem of which they 

do not seem to have thought befor.. 

They said to each other, * Wh shall 

Toll away for us the stoue from the 

door of the sepulchre ¥"' They remem- 

bered, then, that it was too heavy for 

their weak hands to manage, and must 

have gme on with anxious hearts. 
Their difficulty is soon solved; for lo! 

as they approach the tomb they dis- 

cover that the barrier is gone! For 

an angel tas descended from heaven 

and rolled back the stone from the 

door, and is sitting upon it clothed in 
a shining radiance. 

What a rich lesson this beautiful 

iicident in the sublime resurrection 

triumph conveys to us! Faith and 

love go on in their enterprises in this 

world to redress the wronged, and to 

help the weak, aad to deliver the 
bound, and to rescue the perishing 

Cynical selfishne:s sneers at them, and 

unbel ef reminds them that their hands 

are t .0 weak to wrestle with the big 

bowlders thst obstruct their pa'h. 

Grant that they are too feeble. 

Siepticism takes no account of the 

transcendent truth that Christianity is 

a supernatural thing, and that che 

supernatural power of the Almighty is 

on its side. That ange! from heaven 

rolling away that rock to let forth the 

risen Christ is a glorious token of the 

power of the Holy Spirit t> burst 

through and to break down every 

obstacle to the kingdom of that 

conquering Saviour. Brother, sister ! 

be of good cheer; if love to Jesus and 

immortal souls inspires thy. efforts, 

there is no bowlder that almighty 
power cannot roll away. 
a 

A Land of Women's Rights 

THEODORE L D. D, 

out of 

visit 

Col. Jewett, writing in the Courier- 
Journal of the Philippines, says, — 

Among the Filip nos the woman is the 

bos:. Except as nurses for young 

children or as laundresses they do not 

accept domestic services at all. They 

work in cigar factories; but all the 

cooks. waiters and house servants are 

men and boys, and while many of the 
women ‘‘take in washing,” as we say 
—though, in fact, they take out wash. 

ing, for they cerry it to the s'reams 

and cleanse it by beating it wich stones 
and clubs —you will always find the 

husband assisting at the work— 

another feature which some more en- 

lightened nations might copy with 

profit. All the business is transacted 
by the women. They sell produce 
and keep such shops as are kep-. The 
woman always takes the lead and 

manages the whole business, and the 

male par: of the firm or family is a 
secondary consideration, At Cavite 

my cook was a man about forty years 
of ag, but his wife remained at their 
home and kept house. The house- 

WHOLE No 2:85 

because when Manila fell I tried to 
discharge my cook, but when my bag- 
gage arrived late one ramy morning 
in Manila there was the cook, and 

squatting under a bush near by in the 
rain was his “senora” with the eatire 
family property rolled up in 1 bundie 
on her head. The discharge didn't 
work, and I was compelled to keep 

him until he fi ally broke his arm and 
left of his own accord. 

Woman's Soveign Missionary 
Society. 

““ Rise up ve women that are at ease.” 
Isaiah 32: 9. 

[All contributions for this column 
should be addressed so Mgrs. Jos. 
MoLeoo. FrepeRricTON.] 

The Hindu Women of India. 

1 

To understand the life of a woman 
of India it is necessary to know some- 
thing of the religion and customs of 
the country. Although the population 
of British India is made up of several 
distinct nations, the great mass of the 
people may be separated into two 

Hindus and 
Mohammedans, in the proportion of 
four-fifths ot the former to one-fifsh 

greac divisions, viz. 

of the latt r. Among Hindus, the 

re igious customs differ slightly in 

various parts of the c untry, yet 

underlyicg them, there is an unmis- 
takable similarity. The Vedas and 
0 her aprocryphal books are recognized 
by all Hindus as the eanonical scrip 
tures. Among the books of sacred 
law, the code of Mann ranks highest 

and is believed by ail to be very 

sacred. According to this Code, which 

contains the fullest details regarding 
the po:i‘ion of women in ancient times, 

the husband, though devoid of good 
qualities, is her god, and she has 
no'hng to do with religion. By 
obeying her husband she is exa'ted in 
heaven “Such is the theory, but the 
present day practicelis very differen.” 
In their way, Hindu women are the 
most religious creatures in the world. 

Their life is a round of superstitious 
ceremonies. Every phase of life— 

childhood, maturity, widowhood, etc. 

* They 
frighten their children by imaginary 
hobgoblins.” When children are very 

ill Hindu mothers believe it is caused 
by the displeasure of some god, or 

goddess, or by some evil spirit. They 

use medicines, but they trust largely 

to charms, offerings ana vows. It is 

said, by good authority, that there is 

scarcely a respectable house in all 

Bengal, the mother of which has not 

at one time or another offered some of 

her blood to the goddsss Kali in per- 
formance of a vow when a child was 

seriously ill. 

“The great majority of the inhabi- 
of India” says Sir Monier 

Williams, * from the cradlé to the 

burning ground, are haunted by a per- 
petual dread of demons. 

has its share of ceremonies. 

tants 

They are 
firmly ¢ nvinced that evil spirits of all 
kinds, 

merely mischievous imps and elves, 

from malignant friends to 

are ever on the wa'ch to harm, hrass 

and torment them, to cause sickness, 

plague, famine and disaster, to impede, 

injure and mar every good work.” 

“This demonophobia was learned from 

their ignorant mothers.” According 
to Hindu custom a wife must never 

eat with her husband, she must not 

even be seen eating by him. She will 

not even speak his name, under the 

mistaken idea that it will hasten his 

death, 
Brahman priests frequently work 

upon the credu'ity of the women, who 

are quite ready to believe any story 

that the priests may think it profitable 
to invent. Though the women are 

obedient to their husbands in other 

respects, in this matter husbands are 
quite unable to control them. 

Among Hindus a woman is careful 

to veil her face when in the presence 
of her husband and his elder brothers. 

Although she may * have servants in 
the house a good Hindu wife cooks 

her husband's food. She also prepares 
the food of a respectad gu-st. 

The Indian home has no family 

table. When the food is prepared, a 

portion is set before the master of the 

house ; if sons or other male rela ives 

are present, they eat with him. After 

their meal is finished the women eat, 
If guests are invited a cloth is spread 

keeping was evidently l'ght work, on the floor, and the food placed upon 

it, while the guests sit around. bu: 

not the family. The host serves his 
guests, standing meanwhile. Tie 

meal generally consis:s of rice and two 

or three kinds of curry, with some- 

times an additional course of pudding 

called * Kerry.” The curry is gener- 
ally hizhly seasoned. After the meal 

is finished, pan is provided. 
(FAUNCE, 

OmissioN Correctep.— Mrs. J. N. 

Perry, Secretary of the Connell W. 

M. Society, writes to say that in the 

list of contributors published in the 

Year Book three names are omitted, 

viz,—Mrs. Jas. KE. Nicholson $1 00, 

Mrs. J. B. Stickney 25 ects., Mrs. 

John Flanagan 10 cts. 

a. mm 

Parliament, 

Moxpav.—The debate on the ad- 
dress was commence | by Mr. Bell, the 
new member for E.st Prince. He 
spoke of the proep :ri'y of the country; 
immigration from abroad had increase i 
in the Washington negotiations, our 

commissioners nad made an earoest 
eff rt to settle the differences between 
the two ¢ untries. Ie believed a fair 
agreement would be reached 

Mr. Mrnneau, epaaking in French, 
claimed that the goverument had re- 
deemed a'l their pladges. 
Sr Charles Tupper complimented 

the mover and seconder on their 
maiden efforts. Speaking of the pros- 
perity he sail it was dae rathet to the 
conservative policy than to the liberal 
party. The government, he declared, 
had got power by delusive promises 
and only by adop:ing the policy of the 
¢ nservative party had been ab'e to 
conserve the interests of this country. 

Heo devo ed some time to the pro- 
ceedings of che high commission. Tue 
commission h.d failed b.cause Canada 
had gone empty handed. His advice 
to tLe government was that they should 
mete oat to the United S:ites what 
the Uaited States me ed to C .nada, 
and that they shculd impose the ex- 
port duties parliament gave them power 
to IMpo3e two sessions ago. 
S r Carles then spoke of the policy 

the opposition would adept. Furst 
they would hold on to the national 
poiicy, which had built up and enriched 
C nada. As to the fast Atlantic ser- 
vice, he sail that {if the liberals had 
carricd out the contract which he (Sr 
Charles) had entered Into wich the 
A'lans, we would have the fastest and 
best sarvice beiween the two contin- 
ents inaugurated during the coming 
summer. 
Touching the _.oiscite he charged 

the g wernment .ith bad faith towards 
the large temperance element. R:fer- 
ferring to the anmounced *‘reform’’ of 
the senate, he said it is an attempt to 
break down the protection guaranteed 
to the smaller provinces by the cons'i- 
tution of the senate. 
At 11 oe ock Sir Wilfrid Laurier 

moved the adj urnment of the debite. 
Tukspay —S.¢ Wilfrid L warier con 

tinued the debate on the address. He 
accepted the cha'lenge of the leader of 
the opposition to show that the liberal 
party had n>t done anything since they 
cama into office and claimed that the 
presen: government had settled the 
Manit bs schol question, had secured 
the establishment of praferentia! trade 
etc. Hoa claimed that .preferential 
trade had increased trade with Great 
Britain. Tae goverament hid also 
established pany postage. He said 
his g »vernm nt had reformed the tarift 
for the benefit of both producer and 
consumer. They had extended the 
Interco onial railway to Montreal, and 
they had inducel the C. P. R to re- 
duce its freigh: ra‘es so that the po- 
ple ,f the Northwest save { $800 000 a 
year. Turning to the plebiscite, ne 
clalmed that no pl:dge had ever b:e. 
given to the proubition'sts, A pledge 
had been made in 1893 by th: libera 
party in convention that a plebiscite 
should be tiken, and a plebiscite ha i 
beea taken. As leader of the liberal 
party he had no hesitation in saying 
that thare never was any Intention of 
adopting prohibition unless a mj rity 
of the electorate pronouncei in favor 
of ic. Speaking of the reform of the 
senate, he said that the res>lation 
would be submitted to the senate as 
sell as to the commons. As to the 
fast A-lantic service, he admitted the 
government hal done nothing, bat he 
hoped 1t woald be able to do something. 
He d fended the Washingt mn commis. 
sion from charges of taking a very long 
time to do very little. 
M . Foster followed the Pramier, 

dealing with “hs clams f what the 
Government has do eo. He asked, 
when was tie ag esmen: on the 

Manitoba seh 0! q estion ¥ Tas solier- 
tor general d sclares it 18 0,0 settled. 
Sir W.lfrid nas boasted he brought 
about prefere 1tial trade, but his pre- 
ferentia! tar ff has nt suceeded in 
turning the cde of our import trade 
from thy Uiited S'a'es to E gland. 
As toallegzel postal gains he said that 
by no system of propor account ng 
could any mn show that a deficit 0 
$731,000 had been turned into a deficit 
of $30000. Tae figures had bsen 
juggled with, Tae conservatives had 
cu’ down the postal rate by increasing 
the weight of letters from one-half to 
one ounce, and did it without any 
flourish of trumpets. Tae imperial 
penny-pstags wou'd be a bosa to 

well hive carried the full barden, and 
the difference would come cut of the 
pockets of the poorer. As to the 
claim that the liberals had carried out 
to the full their pledges ro reform the 
tariff, it wae ridiculcus. The promises 
had been made, but the go ernment 
turaed 1ts back upon them all. 

Sir Wilfrid did not shrink from 
obtsining power by false pretences 
avd held on to it by repudiating his 
pledges. He had denounced protec- 
tion as fraud and robbery, promising 
free trade with a tariff for revenue 
only, How had he carried cut that 
pledge? His tariff was a protective 
one. The duty collected cn goods 
entered for home consumption, wa® 
equivalent to 30.87 in 1894, the rame 
in 1895 30.70 iu 1885, 30 04 in 1897 
and 29.43 in 1898. That 1s, there had 
beer a decreate of three cne han- 
dredths of one per cent. ia 1897. of 
57-100ths in 1893. But taking the 
two months of January and February 
of this year, the average was a reduct- 
ion of less than half of one per cent. 
Take both dutiable and free goods, and 
it would show the following average 
rate of duty: In 1893 it was 17 38 per 
cent., in 18394, 17 15 per cent. : in 1895 
16.89 per ceut.; mn 1896 it was 18.28 
per cent., in 1897 it was 17 87 per 
cent., in 1898 it was 17.55 per cent. 
Thos the reduction in customs taxation 
on the basis, as compared with the 
aversge of preceding years was 44- 
100 bs in 1897, and 81-100 hs in 1898 
to date. But for January the tendency 
was to increase. the average rate of 
taxation being 18 07, and on Febru- 
ary s imports 18 70. Yet the govern- 
ment had the hardihood to declare 
that they had reformed the tariff ac- 
¢ rding to pr mise, had done away 
with the principle of protection, and 
today Sir Wilfrid Laurier declared 
the government had fuifi:led its tariff 
reform pleiges. Has the protection 
been removed root and branch? Oaly 
to the extent of one half of one per 
cent, 

WEeEnNEsSDAY. —Sir 
wright c¢ tioned the debate on the 
add es. D.aling with the In.ernat- 
i nal C mmission he denied that it had 
been a failure, though beset with great 
difficalties. The Uaited States market 
would, he said, be of great value to 

Richard Cart- 

Canada if it cyald be secured on 
reasonable terms. 
Mssrs. Ciarke, Wallace, Casey, 

Taylor, and Monk continued ths dis- 
cussion. 

THURSDAY. - Tae debite was con- 
tinued by a half doz:n members. 
a Ssnate adj urned until April 

oh. 
Fripay. —Mosers. Duvin and Pope 

discussed the address, and the House 
adjourned, 
a, DY —— 

INDIA'S SNAKES. —Snakes ara one of 
the scourges of ladia. Taousands of 
people die yearly from their bite. In 
the last twenty-two years the number 
of deaths attributed to this cause has 
reached the enormous to'al of 433,- 

289. Snakes appear to be a mueh 
more deadly encmy to man than wild 
animils. In the same period wild 
anim «ls have killedonly 64 284 persons. 
On an average in India 20,000 people 
perish yearly by snakes and wild 
animals. Tae number of deaths in 

his shown a marked 

[a 1875 the number killed 
was 21,266, in 189) it had risen to 
24 335. Bengal is the mos: dangerous 
proviace to live in, for the Bingalese 
snikes are responsible for half the 
deaths from snake bite. The los of 
cattle has also beea very great. 

1875 about 

animals bave 

recent years 

incre sa. 

S.pca 

million and a half 

been daatroyed. W.d 
animals are responsible for nine-tenths 
of the animals killed. Ia 1896, for 
instance, 7 143, animus died from 
snake bits, but 81 897 were killed by 
wild beasts. 

a 

Among Gxchanges, 

Exrecr Brows. 

If you are fighting sin, you must 
expect to get his. It's a pretty same 
fight that is all on oae_side.—F'ree 
Baptist, 

AMAZING, 

It 18 an amazing thing that some 
pastors find it possible to ge: along in 
their work without the aid of a church 
paper.—M thodist Ex. 

Tae Back Roan. 

Josh Billings once said that if a 
man wants to go through life and 

| please everybody he mus: travel on a 
back road. 

PAreNTS, BEWARE ! 

A child cannot well entertain respect 
for a Church, the pastor of which is 
held in contempt by the parents. The 
evil habit of adverssly criticising a 
pastor in the family circle, where 
everything spoken is supposed to be 
confidential and an expression of 
honest conviction, may be more far. 
reaching in its consequences than was 
intended. If the evil affected only 
the man criticised it, it would not be 
so bad, but the danger is that it will 
also turn the children againit the 

certain classes, whose business might 
trath of which he is the messenger.— 
Nashville Advocate, adebins 


