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Fourth Quarter, Lesson 7. Nov. 12, ’99 

REBUILDING THE WALLS | 
OF JERUSALEM —Nehemiah 4: | 
7-18. 

Read Chapter 4. 

Commit Verses 15 18. 

! | 
| 

Golden Text.— Watch and pray. 
Matt. 26: 41. 

HISTORICAL SETTING. 

Tsme.—The summer and early 
aatumn of B. c. 444. Nehemiah 
left Susa about the first of April, 
and it would require three or four 
months to make the journey (Ezra 
7: 9). Nehemiah therefore reached 
Jerusalem about July 1, and the 
walls were finished in September. 

Place.—Jerusalem and vicinity. 
Kings.— Artaxerxes, king of the 

Persian Empire. Nehemiah, the 
pasha of Judea. Ezra, the scribe 
and chief man religiously. 

NEHEMIAH'S JOURNEY TO JERU- 
SALEM.— We see in this lesson how 
the divine , worked through the 

Nehemiah. 
The answer came (1) through an 

arbivrary, self-willed, and passionate 
king, who a few years before had 
issued an edict against Jerusalem, 
and put a stop to the building of its 
walls (Ezra 4: 824). (2) It came 
through Nehemiah himself, and the 
fee ings which prompted his prayer. 
The burden on his spirit, and the 
earnestness of his fasting and pray- 
ing. left their mark on his counten- 
ance. 
He learned the cause of his 

sorrow, and gave him leave of 
absence, appointment as governor, 
with letters commanding the other 
goveraors in the neighborhood of 
Jerusalem to give him aid, &c. So 
Nehemiah went up to Jerusalem, 
starting about the first of April, 
and reaching the city after three or 
four months’ travel, sometime in 
July. 
Tae MioNvicar Tour or IN 

sPECTION.—2: 11 18. Three days 
after his arrival Nehemiah went out 
alone with a few servants in the 
night to investigate. He had not 
told to anyone his purpose in 
coming to Jerusalem. When he 
had ridden aroud the city, he sum. 
moned the leaders of the Jews, tsld 
them his plans, and they all agreed 
to enter upon the work. 
Tue BuiLviNe or THE WALL. — 

Chap. 3 The wall was parce!led 
out among forty four working 
parties; some of whom were women, 
some nobles, other priests, Levites, 
merchants, &c. Every class of 
society took part in it. 

1. There was great progress made 
because the people had a mind to 
work, they were interested in it, 
and earnest to have it done. 

2. Each one built over against 
his own house (3: 28). He ‘did 
the next thing.” 

3. The work was done by families, 
4. Toat tho-e who lived in the 

country and the towns around the 
city joined in the work. It was a 
national affair. 

5. They used the material at 
hand, the remains of the old wall. 

6. The building was done by 
piece-work. Every man’s name 
was attached to his work, and 
affected his credit and his influence. 
WORKING AMID THE BITTEREST 

OpposiTiON.—Vs. 1 12. A city was 
of little value in those days without 
walls. If Jerusalem was to becowe 
the power that it once had been 
and still wished to be, it must be 
defende 1. 
The enemies of the Jews bitter y 

opp 'sed vhe restoration of the walls. 
1. Ridicule (2: 19; 4: 12) 

The leaders of the heathen laughed 
vhem to scorn. Ridicule is stinging 
to those who are not hardened to it. 
But Nehemiah was not so foolish 
as to succumb to ill-natured jokes. 

Slander (2: 19; 6: 6). Their 
enemies said that the Jews were 
planning to rebel, and that Nehe- 
miah was leading in the work that 
he might become their king. A 
general conspiracy (vs. 7, 8, 11). 
Sanballat, who appears to be the 
governor of the city of Samaria. 
Tobiah. A chief of the little tran 
Jordanic tribe of the Ammonites, 
probably chief advisor to Sanballat. 
Aribians. The wandering Arabs 
of the desert. Ashdodites From 
Ashdod, a Punilistine city near the 
Mediterranean coast The Philis 
tines were always hostile to Israel. 
These were opposed to the r-build 
ing of the walls, and were very 
wroth. And conspired all of them to- 
g-ther to come and to fight against 
Jerusalem. They planned to take 
Nehemiah and the city by surprise, 
capture and slay the workers, and 
shus put a stop to the work. 
Why? (1) Because the Jews 

had slighted them in the past. (2) 
They were rivals, and it pained 
them to see their rivals flourish (3 
ior the Jews to prosper under God | 
would be a slur upon their religion. 
(4) The building of the walls 
would prevent them from plunder.’ 
ing the inhabitaats in various ways, 
It took away a source of gai 

| And Judah said. 

human in answering the prayer of | 

| ed. 
every Christian beart 

The Jews from 
outside the city who had been in 

element, and were tainted. Zhe 
sireng'h of the bearers of burdens is 
decayed. 
the carriers had become worn. The 
higher the wall rose, the harder it 
was to carry material to the top. 
Bad advice from friends. Zhe 

Jews which dwelt by them. By 
Sanballat and the other adver:zaries. 
They said unto wus ten times. Repeat. 
edly. They tried to persuade their 
fellows from the surrounding towns 
to hasten home in order to escape 
the threatened danger. 
The bad and oppressive conduct 

of some of the richer Jews (chap. 
9) No wages were paid, so that 
many were reduced to straits to 
support themselves and their 
families, and pay the taxes exacted 
by the Persian government. There 
were rich men in Jerusalem, and a 
fund might have been raised by 
these for the maintenance of their 
brethren, toiling for the common 
good. But, instead, the wealthy 
seized the chance of driving shame- 
ful bargains with the :tarving 
workers, taking away their farms, 
and even selling their children into 
slavery. When Nehemiah heard 
of these things he indignantly sum- 
moned the oppressors, made them 
promise to restore the property thus 
taken, and shaking out his robe, 
declared that God would * shake 
out from his house” every one who 
did not keep this promise. 

Treachery (6: 19) Sanballat 
next tried to-get Nehemiah to go 
out to Ono on the borders of Ben- 
Jamin, twenty-five or thirty miles 
from Jerusalem, to hold a confer- 
ence with him, hoping rhus to get 
him into his power. This request 
was sent four times, and each time 
Nehemiah replied that he was too 
busy building the wall. 
An appeal to fear (6G: 1013). 

Sanballat then hired two seeming 
prophets to persuade Nehewiah to 
shut himself up in the temple, as a 
refuge from the dangers that were 
threatening him, This was too 
base an appeal Nehemiah in- 
dignantly exclaimed, ‘Should such 
a man a3 I flee? What, a man 

entrusted with God's work skulk 
into the temple merely to save his 
life! I will not go in. 

Praving, AND WATCHING, AND 
WorkiING.—Vs, 9, 13-18. Made 
our prayer. ...set a watch against 
them, opposite the places where they 
were propcsing an attack. There 
fore set I in the lower places behind 
the wall, and on higher places. 
Nehemiah had his men posted on 
conspicuous spots within the walls, 
wh re they could be seen from a 
distance, and so deterred the enemy 
from advancing. He drew them up 
after their families, that each man 
might feel he was fighting for his 
brethren, sons, etc. And [ looked 
He saw the enemy coming. Rose 
up, to take command and give 
orders. And said. He spoke a 
few words to encourag: his men, 
telling them to remember whom 
they fought under,—namely, the 
Lord; and what they had to fight 
for—namely, their homes, and all 
they held dear. The attack was 
not made. Half of my servants. 
His personal retainers, trained men, 
who had guarded him on his journey. 
They were divided into two com- 
panies, who alternately worked and 
and acted as guard. Habergsons. 
Old English for coat-of-mail. The 
rulers, rather captains, were behind, 
with the warriors, to direct the 
work and lead the soldiers. They 
that bare burdens. The carriers 
who could steady their load with 
one hand and hold their weapon in 
the other. 7%hs builders required 
both hands in laying the wall; they 
carried “their swords by their side, 
ready to be grasped at a moment's 
warning. 

Practical. Faith and works went 
together. Praying is not a sub- 
stitute for the use of means, but the 
power that inspires zeal and 
activity, quickens the invention, 
sharpens the intellect. 
The work was completed in the 

brief time of fifty two days. The 
walls must have been three or four 
miles long. 

PRACTICAL HINTS &o. 

The principles underlying the 
story of this lesson may be applied 
to the building of a soul, and the 
building of the church of God. 
The kingdom of God is likened in 

Revelation to a walled city. 
The walls are salvation ; that is 

forgiveness, a naw heart and life, 
the character, principles, qualities, 
which entrench the soul and the 
peopie of God in righteousness, 
keeping out she evil and protecting 
the good; a defenss against the 
fiery darts of the wicked one. The 
gates in the wall permit all good to 
enter. 
The Need. Both in the soul and 

in the church there are ruins to be 
restored and rubbish to be removed. 
There are imperfections, faults, 
worldiness, ignorance, to be remov- 

These needs should burden 

S:eking Help. They that seek 
earne tly praving with his soul, 
giving up ail thas interferes with a 

The work was hard, and | 

holy life, willing to go and do as 
God bids them, will ind a wav to 

INTERNATIONAL LE -SON. ‘closer contact with the heathen realize their desires and build up 
the city of Mansoul. 

Personal Investigation. As | 
N:hemiah made a personal investi- | 
gation of the situation, so should 
we examine ourselves ; see clearly 
what ought to be done, the errors 
to be corrected, the places to be 
renewed, the forces with which we 
can work. So every church and 
Sunday-school should do what 
Nehemiah did, and learn their 
exact situation; should take a 
census and know who attend and 
who do not, who have been neglect. 
ed, who can be reached, what in 
fluences can be brought to bear, and 
what plans are most successful, 
Hard and persistent work is 

necessary to success. “ All at it, 
and always at it,” will accomplish 
wonders. The trouble with most 
churches is that one fourth of the 
members do three fourths of the 
giving and working 

Each One Worked over against 
His Own House. God has placed 
us in families. and united us in 
business and social relations, 1n 
order that we may have the means 
and the opportunity of influencing 
others for good. 
The Women Joined in the Work, 

The new relations of wowen to the 
world, the new developements of 
their power, are not so much for 
the purpose of entering Lusiness as 
for carrying on the work of the 
kingdom of God. As yet we have 
seen but the beginning. 
The sword and trowel must both 

be used, fighting against sin and 

wrong, and building us slowly and 
surely every good of character, 
habit, and virtue. 

Watching and praying also must 
go together. 

Opposition must be expected, 
ridicule, secret and open attacks by 
the great adversary, hours of dis- 
couragement, weary labors, failure 
of friends, appeals to fear. It seems 
strange that these should be allowed 
to stand between us and a holy life 
and heaven; but they are stairways, 
like Jacob's ladder, to heaven ; they 

are hills Ditliculty, from whose top 
may be seen the Promised Land ; 
they are battlefields, where faith 
and courage may grow and victory 
be won ; they are fi=lds in which 
virtues may flourish, and on which 
may rest God's benediction. Well 
done, good and faithful, enter into 

the joy of your Lori, 
lll Or eee 

The Bible in Manuscript. 
_——— 

BY 8 BRAINARD PRATT, INS 8S. TIMES, 

# And the byrwks, but especially the 
parchments ” (Paul t) Timotay) 

Parchment had its origin some 
centuries before the Christian era, 
and in color and delicacy it would 
vie with our modern paper. The 
finer qualities, called vellum, are 
made from the skins of calves, kids, 
and stil-born lambs. Parchment 
paper is made of ordinary paper 
placed in a bath of dilute sulphuric 
acid, and afterwards carefully 
washed. 
My library of sacred books con- 

tains no finer specimens than some 
received from Syriaand Turkey of the 
eleventh and fourteenth centuries, 
writter on parchment in ancient 
and modern Armenian. 
One is a book of sermons written 

in the twelfth century, another 
contains portions of the Old Testa 
ment, with,the Book of Acts, and 
most of the Epistles. They are not 
only beautifully written, out pro 
fusely illuminated in colors of red, 
green, gold, and blue. 
One of these has this inscripvion 

and prayer: Transcribed by one 
Jeremiah from the copy of the 
Septuagint made by St. Pamphilius 
of Cwsarea in the third century. 
O Chirst the Lord : have mercy 

on me Jeremiah, the transcriber of 
t'1ese books, and upon my parents. 
[ beseech ye remember in your 
prayers the decorator of this book, 
the sinful earth priest Sarkis, and 
pray also for his dead parents. 
The copyists of the dark of 

middle ages were trained in the 
monasteries, and became skilled 
artists in there writing and illumi- 
nation It was to them a profession, 
and the books they wrote are in 
many cases marvels of taste and 
beauty. 
Sometimes the ornaments on 

medieval manuscripts covered an 
entire page, representing men, 
animals, plants, and fruit. Gothic 
illustrations, vignettes, and initial 
designs, were common, and many 
words were colored in purple, red, 
or violet, while the parchment, 
especially for sacred books, was 
often dved in colors of blue or 
purple, with the writing in gold or 
silver. 
The scriptorium of the monastery 

was exclusively devotéd to this 
purpose. For tho libraries of their 
own monaster es the monks worked 
withont pay. Toney were 
incited to a pioas enthusiasm by 
language like this : 
He may fill his mind with the 

Scriptures while copying the sayings 
of the Lord; with his fingers he 

Riley 

gives life to men, and arms against 
the wiles of the devil. As the 

antiquarius copies the words of | 
Christ, so many wounds does he 
inflict upon Satan. What he writes 
in his cell will be scatter d far and | 
wide over distant provinces. Man | 
multiplies the words of heaven. 
The work of these artists in the 

monasteries was necessarily confin 
ed to the writings of the Father, 
the Book of Hours, and to copies of 
the Scriptures. 
One monk, born in 1013, gives a 

list of books transcribed and il- 
luminated with his own hand. Tt 
included, with other manuscripts, 
nineteen missals, the writing of 
which, be tells us, nearly cost him 
his eyesight. 
A Dutch missal in my library is 

written on fine vellum and very 
beautifully illuminated. It was 
found at the Convent of St. Kath- 
arine in Holland, and written pro- 
bably about A. D. 1350. It has 
more than three hundred initial 
letters in gold and colors, and is 
enriched with birds and flowers. 

This work of copyist was often 
done in a cold cell, for, in many 
portions of Kurope, as in this 
country, the cold during the long 
winter months was very severe. 
his labor in the cold, naturally 

enough, became a penitential 
exercise, 
To belp the nightly toil of the 

scriptorium, mechanical lamps were 
made, which were self trimming, 
and insured a sufficient supply of 
oil. The work of the scribes was 
regulated on bright days by sun 
dials, and during the hours of the 
night by water-clocks. 
The time necessary for copying 

the entire Scriptures would vary 
according to the hours devoted to 
the work, as also to the skill of the 
scribe. A year might be aboat the 
average. We are told that from 
nine to twelve months was required 
to write cut a plain copy of Wy- 
cliff ’s Bible, while the writing and 
illomination of a copy for the 
Emperor Charlemagne occupied the 
time of a skilled monk for 
two years 

In Books and their Makers we 
ure informed that for copying 
the text of the Bible, without de- 
signs, a scrive in 1260 r(ceived 
eighty lires, or about sixteen dollars 
Yet in England, in the year 1274, 
when the wages of a laboring man 
were but a pénny a day, a finely 
written copy of the Bible sold for 
thirty-four pounda, \ ~EE 

For transcribing a missal, and 
illuminating the same with original 
designs, a monk in Bologna is quo‘e 
as having received two hundred 
ftorins in gold,—the equivalent of 
about a huudred dollars. In 1420 
a German scribe received for his 
weck's work sixteen groschen, or 
forty cents, 
Payment for the copyist in the 

monasteries was not al ways confined 
to this life, for we are assured that 
a certain worldly and sinful brother, 
who, in spite uf his many frivolities, 
was a z2alous scribe, had in indus- 
trious moments written out an 
enormous folio containing religious 
instruction. When he died, the 
Devil claimed his soul. The angels, 
however, brought before the throne 
of j idgment the great book, and for 
euch letter therein written pardon 
was given for one sin, and behold, 
when the count was completed, 
there was one letter over. And 
the chronicler informs us it was a 
very big book. 

The G.eeks and Romans commib- 
ted the care of transcribing to slaves, 
who were valued according to their 
artistic skill. 
When Origen began the revision 

of the Old Testament, St. Ambrose 
sent to his assistance a number of 
deacons and virgins skilled in 
calligraphy. These virgins of Chris 
brought to the work a dexterity, an 
elegance of attainment, aud an 
assiduity, to which the monks them- 
selv 8 ¢ uld not attain. 
Some of he most beautiful 

specimens which have been preserv- 
ed from the middle ages are the 
work of the nuns. They were 
required to give their time between 
their prayers and psalms to the 
reading and to the writing of holy 
works. 

Small fragments of parchment 
containing valuable texts are some- 
times found in the bindings of old 
books. I have a piece which could 
be placed inside of a very small 
thimble, but it contains parts of the 
first and fifth chapters of James. 
From the book where it was found 
Professor Isaac H. Hall thought it 
wieght date hack a thousand years. 
A few w rds or lines thus found 

have made import.nt adoitions to 
oue the old st and w.st valuable 
codices of the Scriptures new in 
existence. 
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GreEAT THINGS FROM LITILE CAUSES 
Grow,—I¢ tikes very little to derangs 
the stomach. The causa may be slight, 
a cold, something ea on or drank, 
anxiety. wocry, or some other simple 
¢ use. But if precautions be not taken 
tais simple cause may have mest seri- 
wus consequences. Many a chr ically 
debilit sted ¢nstitution to-day owes its 
d struction to sitmple’cau es not dealt 
with in time. * Keep the dig stive ap- 
pwatus in; healchy condi‘i un and all 
«ill be well. Parmeles's Vegetable 
Puls are be:.ter than any other for the 
purpose. 

PERSIATIC 
Chis word is our coperizat 1 guaesn te 

for Purityaud Strength when seen oa oun 
0:8; It marks them the standards for 

their several purposes and its presence 
protects you from imitations and inferioe 
goods Look for it, 

Plant Spray. 
Persiatic Puaut Spray coliatns no w ineral 
poison—arsepic or Pari« Green. Sure duath 
to all insect life fungi, etc. Harmless to 
vegetation. Canada's onlv reliable spray. 

Sheep Dip: 
Persiatic ~tee.. Lip 1s a preve ation fo 
the cure of skin disenses and ths eradica. 
tion of vermn in sheep and cattle. It is 
h ghly medicinal and dee: its w.rk with 
no drastic «r irritating effects. Endorsed 
by leaning sheep raisers. 

Horse Wash. 
Persatic Huse Wash 1s a speClally pre- 
pared wedicament for the cure of skim 
diseases peculiar to horses and for ridding 
them of all insect pests and vermin. 1% 
has # rurpassingly refreshing effect, bright. 
ens the pelt and pot: the skin in a 
thoroughly healthy condition. Price $1.00 
per 34 vz can. 

- 

Pig Wash 
Persiatic « ig \vash is successtuily used in 
all cases of skin diseases of swine, and for 
destroying mts, lice and vermin generall 
Keeps the skin in healthy condition an 
ensures a healthy ap pearance in the dressed 
animal f' r market. 

AND 
Hen House Spray POULTRY cg POWDER 
Persiatic Hen House Spray spa Poultry 
Powder destroy vermin peculiar to the 
feathered otock—on fowls or in sheds. Act, 
as a disinfectant, destroying germs and 
purityiug the atmosphere, Used liberally 
they prevent roup and kindred dieeases, 
Pu chase these goods from your dealer 
send to us direct for them, We invit 
correspond nce, 

The PickhardtRenfrew Co 
Limited Stouffville, Ont 

USE — 
bios lnlon 

COD LIVER OIL 
—AND-— 

HYPOPHOSPHITES 
The Best for Lur¢ Diceases, 

AT 

Wiley's Drug Storg 

GATES 

CERTAIN CHECK, 
CURES 

DIARRHOEA, 
DYSENTERY. 
CHOLERA, 

CHOLERA MORBUS, 
CRAMPS ard PAINS, 

And all Simms Comp'alavs, OQhlld 
ren or Adults. 

SOLD EVERYWHERE AT 

25 CENTS A BOTTLE. 

6 C GATES' SON & CO 
MIDDLETON, N, SJ 
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New Goods 

JAMES R HOWIE 
PRACTICAL TAILOR, 

BEG toinform my numerous patsgms 
| that I have just opened out a 
large and well-selected stock of 
SPRING CLOTHS, consisting of 

orden gp kg Lo ox Ww AL nal Sai 
and Dark Spring Overcoatings, ne Ligh 
latest designs and patterns in Famey 
Tronsorings toées which ¥ am prepaved be 
make up in Fear Ovass Sry, secording 
to the latest New York Spring and Sen 
mer F , and guarantee +~ give endl 
satisfaction. 

MF PRICES MODERATE. W 

HEXS FUSING, DEPRTMEY atoc 

Soarfs, in all the latest of Knell 
and American PAR 

a specialty 

Jas. R. Eowie 
198 Queen 8 ., Fraderictoo 

BOARDERS WANTED. 

RS. WM, DIN VEY, Kinet 
4 near Y rk, provides ood boas 
with large puwsssaat corns ty laly Yoram 
School Students. S19 can alw accoam 
dat: a fow traasient boardess, 


