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Slxty -Seventh  Aanual Session.

sixty-seventh session of the
s Conference of the Free Bap-
New Brunswick convened with

arch in Carleton, St. John.
| first meeting was that of the

ors’ Conference, which met on

[t was, as usual, a meeting
bost.  The ministers were glad
¢ each other, some of them not
e met for a year.
ot entered the ministry during
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re all felt grateful.
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“Blest be the tie that binds’
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ofered by Rev. Jos. Noble, the

o member of the Conference.
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Revs. T. H, Siddall, the
sponding delegate from the Nova
s Conference, Rev. G. M. Wilson,
R. Heine, of
Hampshire, being present, were
gd ,Rev. David
g was elected Charman of the
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and Rev. Ji Noble, T. 8. Van-
tand K, B. Gray were elected
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1was followed by a number of testi

jies and exhortations, and it was an
jjable meeting.
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 praise for the blessing of the
e grace which is unto salvasion.
meeting this year was w1l attend-
It was led by the veteran pastor
fe church, Rev. Dr. Hartley.

of
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cial vir Conference and Rev. Jos.
The opening exercis -8 were :
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bprayer by Rev. Jos. Noble. The
ir welcomed the people, and ex-
ted the hope that all would readily
ipart in the meeting. The meet-
wn'imued two hoars. There were
y testimonies t» the goodness and
of God, and much rejoicing in
freat salvation. The reminiscences
® old christians, both ministers
liymen, were touchirg -and must
' strengthened the faith of many
uncertrin and halting disciple;
o the testimonies of the younger
have comforted the hearts of
t whose race is almost run, because
¢ promise that the work passed
) them will be faithfully carried
It was a good meeting, in which
the manifest presence of the
t.
‘he General Conference.
le first business meeting of the
tral  Conference was opened at
u. Saturday, Rev. F. C, Hartley,

‘erator, presidiug. The devotional
ses were as follows :

lore was singiog, realing of Scrip-
by the Muderator, aud prayer by

. &, Franeces.

e roll was calied by the -erk
D. McLeod Vince, and the Con-
ice properly organized.
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This report presents, sifted and
classified, the facts furnished by
churches and ministers for the Con-
ference year just closed.

CHUrRcHES.  The number
churches heard from this year
132 ; one hundred and eighteen re-
ported in regular form, and four
verbally, to their District Meetings;
ten reported to your Correspond-
ing Secretary, after the District
Meetings, in response to requests
from him.

Of the reports received 123 &ive
membership statistics. They have
9555 members. The estimated un-
reported membership is 2563, mak-
ing a total of 12,218.
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New Cnurcnes. One new church
has been organized—that at Lam-
bert’s Cove, Deer Island. It began
life with 12 members; it now has
41 members, 3
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1s nearly a new one,
having resuscitated after
having been thought dead for sev-
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the recu
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| the Lord’s Supper has been admin
| istered t
| sionary sermons have been preach-
ed in seventeen more churches; three
i churches less have had missionary
| prayer meetings ; gain in spiritual

life and christian activities is re-
| ported by five more churches ; the
number reporting loss in spiritual
| life nine twenty-three
churches are financially
and ten financially
['he average condition,
the
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Fixaxces. The financial returns
- are, as usual, incomplete and, there
fore, unsatisfactory, The following
table presents the aggregates of the
several items as thev appear in the
reports of the churches
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In the foregoing table the amounts
paid for salaries, current expenses
of the churches, and for build-
ings and improvements are proba-
bly subssantially correct. It must
be nosed, though, that in some Dis-
" tricts-—notably in #he Fifth, sever-

al churches have this year reported
only the money actually paid for
salaries &e. from Oct. 1898 up to
the time of their District Meetings
this vear, not more than three-
fourths of a year. Their next re-
ports and all subsequent ones will
contain a full years payments.

The other items in the financial
table are incomplete. The
thing occurs, in some degr ¢,
year. For instance: Last year
the amount stated in the Corres-
ponding Secretary’s report as paid
by the churches for Home Missions
was barelv more than half the
amount they really contributed;
the amount by Sabbath Schools
was only about one-thitd of what
thev paid: and in all the other
funds the amounts named in the
table were considerably below the
actual payments for the year. The
e xplanation is this: The financial
statement of this report is made uo
from the financial reports made by
the churches to their District
Meetings. A number of churches
have the habit of delaying their
contributions to missions ,m-i Other
general funds of the denomination
tl“ after their Hllm[t\ ha ve gone to
the Distrie t nl()ptln(r\

same
every

Their pay-
fients are (l(*dltui l»\ the several
treasurers, but are not included in
this report’s financial statement,
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$2500.00 added to
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How the pastors have spread
themselves among the churches may
stated churches };;..\I-
of a pastor’s time ;
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ARE One
and seventeen (1 17) of the
churches have had pastor
year.
be thus :
each one-eighth
7 chur h€~

churches have one-fifth :
one-fourth ; 12 have third;

have one-half: 4 have three-quar
ters ; 8 have what they call “part”;
2 have and 8 have
Hall.” % they have each a pastor
exclusively. Besides

lt;l\.' one ~N

one

“occasionally ”
4
t}u-\(‘, s0me
of the churches have had missionary
care and the visits of other minis
ters more or less frequently

MixisTeErs. The year began with
17 ordained ministers enrolled.
None have died. During the vear
two—Revs F. A, Currier and A. H.
Mecleod-—having become pastors,
the first named in Lowell, Mass..
and the second in Raymond, Me.,
were, at their own request, granted
dismission by the Conference Ex
Fecutive. Two (Revs. Thos, Connor
and J. N, Jo have, owing to
poor health, been unable to do any
ministerial \\m'k. Four (Revs. J.
H. Erb, C. F. Rideout, W. R. Reud
and W, L. l\'(‘irst(‘:ul) are out of
the Province-—the first two on ac
count of poor health, and the last
two pursuing their studies. Bro.
Keirstead spent the summgr at
home, supplying the Carleton, St.
Johu church, during the illness of
the pastor. Thirtv-two of the or-
dained ministers have been pastors,
viz., Revs. .lnlm Perry, G. A. Hart-
oy D..DS 3. T Ru\onx J. N.
Barnes, T. S, v anWart, T. O. De
Witt, C. T. Phillips, W. DeWare,
J. W. Clarke, J. A. Robertson, J,
J. Barnes, O. N, Mott, G. W. Fos
ter, G. F. Currie, B. H. Nobles, W,
H. Perry, G. Swim, C. B. Lewis
F. C. Hartley, H. A. Bonnell, L.
A. Cosman, D. Long, A. Peu) ' 9
D. Harvey, S. J. Peuv, . B. Dag-
gett, E. S, Parker, D. Pn.t terson,
F. G. Francis, .. A. Fenwick, A.s
J. Prosser and A. D). Paul.

Those who have not been pastor
have not heen idle. Rev. J. Noble
the venerable senior minister of the
Conference, now past four score ana
five years, has been almcst eontin-
uously cus.,aged in the work he loveg
journeying from place to place,
preaching theword and ministering
counsel and comfort to many. Rev.
Jos. Mcleod has been editor of the
denominationgl paper, and has, also,
been General Secretary by appoi t-
ment of Conference. Revs. E. B.
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‘_"‘nwl & »\.H(‘i"’.\'. The 1nterest
in all departments of the work
and the outlook encouraging.

N. Barnes has been two
vears at Stanlev,
a third year The pastorate con
sists of two churches (Stanley and
Bloomfield), about thirty miles
At Bloomfield some revival
was enjoyed, and three
tized. The church raised consider-
ul;l\' more money than  last vear.
At Stanle by the interest is somewhat
improved; the nu‘»l(‘al( more hnp«
ful, and the pastor is too. He
expecting the new year to be bet
ter than its predecessors.
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Rev. T. 8. VanWart reperts the
chorches of the Upper Hainesville
pastorate, to which he has minister-
ed part of the time, as but little
changed from last year.

Rev..T. O. DeWitt spent Nov-
ember and December with the
Wickham and Bald Hill churches.
His labours were blessed ; two
were baptized. Since New Year
he has been pastor of the Bear
Island, Queensbury, Prince William
and Dumfnes (hmches He has
preached seventy times, made one
hundred and eighty-two calls, at-
tended thirty-six prayer meetings
and twelve oconferences ; he has
baptized three at Bear Island and
three at Canterbury. For some
weeks he was laid up. It has been,
all things considered, busy and
quite trying year, but <nod s bless-
ing has not failed.

Rev, C. T. Phillips is elosing his
fourteenth year as pastor of the
“Woedstoek charch, during which
time he has done excellent work-
in the earlier years of his pastorate
heroic work, whickh held a church
threatened with destruction, and
made denominational history. Of
‘the year now closing he says : ‘“Fhe
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t preache d to interested congrega-
tions. The Sunday School and C

1. Society are doing good wurk :
the Sunday services and the prayer
meetings have been well attended,
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Rev, J. .J, Barnes, pastor of the
s Waterville pastorate, the
iritual life the churches
(Waterville, Tier, Seventh
Tier, Brookville)
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‘ More godliness will make
the work more successful.” A clear
to be a christian is to
Lo in His steps,

is what is needed everywhere.
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Rev. W. H. Perry has spent his
first year as pastor of the qunp
group of churches. The
churches in the pastorate are Up
per Hampstead, Central Hamp-
stead, Hibernia and Jerusalem,
with Woodwville Hall and Otnabog
as preaching stations. He reports
“ the spiritual condition not what
we would desire, but in all the
churches are faithful christians,
who are hoping and praying for
better times. No special services
were held ; one was baptized at
Upper Hampstead. The church
buildings are all in good repair and
free of debt. A parsonage is need-
ed. and coull be secured without
seriously bu dening any of the
churches.” Bro. Perry says “all
the ground possible is oceupied in
that section. Bo make christian
work more effective there w need
of more seHd denial and a deeper
cemsecration.”

Rev. G. Swim has had pastor
al care of the MHlstream-Apoha
qui pasterate, consistng of five
churches. He has preached three.
times every Sunday, whem possible
to reach his appointments ; it has
been diffcult to reach the Mountain
churches regularly in the winter.
The drives are long—twenty-five
miles one Sunday, and twenty-ong
the next. ‘*The spiritual conthi-
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work requires him to preach three
times each Sabbath, and usually to
attend three night prayer
meetings. There is improvement
in the pastorate, as just
now there seems a quit'k(;ned inter-
est at some points. He is to remain
another year,

Rev. F. C. Hartley
have been continuing my work as
pastor at Fredericton. The year
has not been one of special revival
interest. All the regular work of
the vhnr(-h has been maintained,
and we are hoping to re ap g oood fruit
from :ue seed sown, Five persons
added to the church by
and two on experience.”
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Havelock a branch of
Brichton. He has maintained all
the regular services of the churches,
which necessitated preaching three
attending
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l.ower
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times eve Iy \nu«i.l\ two

mid-week prayer mee BN s and four
He also
I.. A. Fenwick

monthly conferences, Heo-
n]n-l':ltwl with Rev,
in establishing and maintaining a
appointment at Kast
and has “ preached
There has not been
spirit. Three have
been baptized. ‘hristian harmony
prevails, and there is much to be
thankful for.” The church build-
ing at Hartland has been re novated;
and they ‘expect to finish, e\(ept;
the seats, the new church at New-
burgh. A parsonage is in construct-
ion at Hartland ; it is hcnw built
by the whole pastor: ate.’ Bro.
|'a.mrott is to remain another year
his third.

Rev. W. C Keirstead reports
that he spent the school year at
Cobb Divinity School, and believes
it was a pluh(.tblt‘ vear. The sum-
mer months he spent as a supply
for Dr. Hartley, St. John (West.)
Last week he vsl;u'tt'(\ for Chicago
University. He regrets that he
canwot be at Conference.

dev., A. D. Paul has had a good
year as pastor of the Deer [sland
churghes. The Lambert's Cove
church was organized, the church
buillding dedicated, and twenty-
four mgmbers addad by baptism; it
is “ im very goed c yudition spiritu-
ally.” Fair Haven ochurch ‘‘has
suffered loss of members by death
and removals ; two were baptized.”
“ Chocolate Cove church has made
some progaess. There was revival;
four were baptized, and a number
of wanderars helped.” The pastor

preaching
|“1U|'t.‘l11‘1‘\'i”l'.
there twice.”
much revival

(Contimued on p-ge foar.)




