By 1

wOf

€< |

Ask
He

J]SiO

1S 1§
cont

THAT GOD iN ALL THINGS MAY BE CLORIFIED THROUCH CHRIST.”—Peter
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Notes a@_(jlaanlngs.

he casualities of the war with
hin, from the official records of
War Department, as far as
ipleted, were 264 ki'led in battle
t'ese 33 were officers and 231
isted men. The figures apply to
losses in the Philippines, Cuba,
i Porto Rico. Tne percentage
oificers killed is said to be unpre
jented 1n the battles of the world,
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ver, O., a few days ago the four
s of John Samers, industrious
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ates thill thrifty young men, were mar
€S As ) to the four daughters of James
esisting hstettler, a prosperous farmer.
e quadruple wedding took p'ace
ars witillthe home of the four brides. The
Furling@r couples will live near each
., ‘“aniilher and within sight of the
» but ofiluses of the parents.
yay Pin s s
y. healiye Atice Merrill Horne bas been
‘lungsBcied to the Utah house of repre
dealersfhtatives on the Democratic ticket.

e is a capable young w man, who
s been a teacher in’' the public
hools. The Hon. Martha Hughes
onon hclds over in the senate.
jus there are now two women in
legislature of Utah, Mrs.
nnon and Mrs. Horne ; two in
legislature of Colorado, Mrs F.
Lee and Mrs. H. G. R Wright ;
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’jf“; (; d two in the legislature of Idaho,
wer, M. Clara Campbell and Mrs.
ara [riet Noble.—The Union Signal,
gop -
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¢ charge is WOW M .de that Mrs
jdy, the high priestes: of the
bristian Scientists,” whose books
the oracles of their fuich, is a

desale plagiarist, having trans-
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:’:;,“ll:" ®d bodily to her books whole
seholl, sfiions and chapters written by an
'y, BCHOIAT,

entric old doctor, to whom Mrs.

nan, and

ily went many years ago to be

Licati

biishdled of some disease that she
es. Wgined to be afflicting her. The
“deceivellll doctor. is now reported to be

all so-C
All auth
tional Did
trade-ma
8.

d. We hope, for his own credit,
hough we do not know his name,
st he never wrote such nonsense
Ofi: now charged against him.
me of the great western rail-
als are disc.ntinuing the use of

OO ssenger gates in siation houses,

d also the practice of requiring
p” ssengers  to present their tickets
. fore entering the cars, and is

most satisfactory reform. The
ther of having to hunt up and
psent the ticket when a passenger
rushing for train with hands full
baggage is - something to which
traveller can ever become per-
tly reconciled. The more simple
ilroad can rencer its service,
d yet maintain a wise discipline
u ite employes and a proper
gard  for the protection of its

perty, the becter its patrons are
stied.

fobably the most difficult presi-
icy to fill is that of the French
public. This arises in a large
Hsure from the peculiar charact-
stics of the French people, which
M to demiwnd changes in the
lous departments of gov: rnment
Wt as freq iently as they do in
hions, The average number of
ters sent daily to the president of
French republic at the Elysee
00.  Of these, 250 are begging
¢rs, 150 petitions on criminal
irs, 100 petisions from criminals
_complaints against varions
ictionaries, 80 anonymous insult
letters, and 20 threats of
Pssination. Verily, “uneasy lies
 bead that wears a crown.”

it leper settlemeont in Hawaill
recently insp-cted by Surgeon
A. Carmichael. Iu his report
Speaks as follows relative to the
dutions necessary for the pre-
ftion of the introduction of the
ghtful disease into the United
bs: ¢ Restrictive measures
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o) 1l be adopted to control the
tf(e pdRrture of all emigrants suffering
" eademie foci of leprosy at the

1! fi0d MR of departure, and these should
oo JRU of & careful inquiry into the
o ck@Py and sanitary history of each
Faro“8rant, a rigid physical examin-
noy 'S0, and disinfection of his effects.
% % procedures at the pors of

"al should be adopted, and a
'd of the destination of the
8rant preserved.”
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A sad record in criminology is the
fact that in fifteen years russia has
sent 624,000 persons to Siberia.
The record is relieved of something
of its cadness, however, by the con.
sideration that many of these exiles
weie not criminals really but only
adjudged so by the harsh Russian
political system. The gloom of . the
experience was somewhat mitigated
too by the devotion of the friends of
the exiles, fully 100,000 relatives of
prisoners having gone voluntarily
into banishment, that they might
share with their loved ones the
perils and privations of a life in
dreary Siteria. The story of
Russian despotism is a tale of
numerous and varied chapters,
involving alike many horrors any
many heroisms,
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Would You Be a Christian ?

BY THEODORE L. CUYLER D. D.

I wish to say a few plain and affec-
tionate words to those who are agitat-
ing the vital questions : *‘Ought I to
bec>me a Christian? And if so, how
shall I vecome one ?”’

Yes, you ought to be a follower of
Jesus Christ, and for three good

reasons.

It is your duty, for God both com-
mands and invites you. It is for your
interest; if you choose Jesus Christ as
your Saviour and guide, you will be
better, stronger, happier, and more
useful in this world. You will secure
the salvation of your immortal soul.

Whether you become a Christian or
not depends upon your own choice; no
one else can decide for you.

A loving God says to you in his
Word, “I set before youlife and death;
choose life.” When Joshua submitted
the alternative. ‘' ’hoose ye this day
whom ye will serve,” he addressed his
heaters as free moral agents, and such
are you. When Christ said to James
and John, “‘Follow me " he talked to
them as rational beings; for if they
could not follow him, why did he ask

them ?
You have the power of choice;

choose life ! By that expressive word
in the Biole is meant - the favor of
God, the pardon of yoar sins, the sus-
taining strength to do right; it is the
union of your heart with Jesus in this
world and a1 unending heaven beyend
the grave. *‘ Death” is the abse ice of
all these; it means the dominion of sin
in this world, and the punishment of
sin in the wor d te come.

But you may say, ‘1 am not choosi ¢
death; it is inconceivable that any sane
person should deliberately decide to
be ete nally wretched when he or she
might be eternally happy.” I admit
that people do not usually set success
and happiness on the one hand, and
rain on the other hand, and then de-
liberately choose to be ruined. Yet it
is equaly true that multitudes are
selecting and pursuing courses that

inevitably lead to ruin
Here is a young man setting out 1n

life. Of course his preference would
be to become rich and prosperous.
But he chooses to lead a career of
indolence and thriftlessness, which
inevitably brings him to poverty and

keeps him there,
Agsin, n, man voluntarily chooses

the disease, disgrace, and horrors of
drunkenness. Yet tens of thousandg
do choose to tamper with the seduetive
intoxicating glass, and their own free
choice brings them to the drunkard’s
self-damnation. Did that f.olish girl
who gave her heart and hand to the
showy rake who stole her affeetions
choose to become a wretched wife ?
Yet she did choose to marry him; and
dearly does she pay the consequences

of her choigce.
In like manmer, my friend, when

you decide to refuse that loving
Saviour, who is even no » knocking at-
the door of your heart, you choese to
risk the consequences. When you
¢ 1008 to continug on in sin, to f llow
the devices and desires of an uncon-
verted heart, to refuse to be all that
Christ would make you, and to grieve
away the Holy Spirit of love, you a-e
d:liberately choosing eternal death;
for you cboose the path that leads to

death.
You are not, and you cannot be in a

position of neutrality. Not to accept
Jesus Chr st is to reject Jesus Christ,
and thus throw away all the infinite
advantages and blessings which he’
offers you Instead of asking yourself
the question, *‘Ought 1 to become a
Christien 7’ you had better face the

other quesation, *‘Have I refused to be
» Obtistian 7" '

Iris no unkindness to say to you
that the only effectual hindrance to
your becoming a Christian and securing
eternal life, is your own sins. Until
you break off from them, you cannot
lay hold on Christ by faith and come
into heart-union with h'm, and obedi-
ence o his commandments. No man
can serve two masters; you canno' go
in two opposite directions at the same
time. Kvery day you spend away
from Christ is a lost day. The longer
you live as you are, the harder will it
be to bec me a strong, happy, and
useful follower of Jesus. Your habits
of thought and action will become the
more decply rooted. You will have
just so many more weeds to pull up;
sin is terribly self propagating.

Some persons may teli you that it is
a very easy thing to become a Christian
— a8 easy as lifting your hand. Yes,
it is an infinitely easy thing for the
omnipotent Spirit of God to renew
your heart in answer to honest prayer;
and it will be a very simple and possi-
ble thing for you to become 4 Christian
if you are willing to cut loose from
your old sinfu! self and to fasten your
heart hold on the divine S.viour.

Do not ask tor any easier salvation
than that; it will not be worth the
having if it d- es not bring you a new
charscter and a new style of daily
conduct. Thorough weed pulling and
thorough plonghing ar« essential to a
grod crop. ‘‘Some people,” said the
quaint Scotch Rutherford, ‘‘want to
have Christ for about mnothing and
never have had a sick night over their
own sins This maketh loose work."
It is just such loose work that produ-es
the half-converted Christians; and it
takes a great many ha'f-Christians to
make a single whole one. The gate
into the path of purity and peace and
power is too narrow for you to smuggie
in a whole back load of sins, even if
conscience would let you attempt it.

Repentance and cutting loose from
the dominion 6f sin must %6 attended
with a cleaving to Jesus Christ. A
single contact of che soul with Christ
has made many an one a Christian.
The first honest approach to him, the
first sincere prayer for pardon, the
first act to obey and please him—these
have been like the touch of that woman

brought the blessing.

A man who had shamefully wronged
a neighbor was brought under convic-
tion of sin and coult find no peace.
Attending a religious service where he
espied his neighbor, he cal ed him out
into the vestibule and begged his par-
don for the wrong committed. That

was the beginaing with him of &
Christian life.

Conversion is the act of turning te
Jesus 18 the only Saviour--the Saviour
who died to redeem you. As soQn as
you begin to trust him and to obey
him the healing comes. You must
understand that faith is vastly more
than an opinion or a right feeling. It
18 a transaction—it is the contact of a
person with a divine Person, of a weak,
sinful, penitent eoul with an all-suffi-
cient Redeemer. You veed to ba shat
up to this one tremendous truth-—
either Jesus Christ must save me, or I
am lost !

Attendance upon church service,
Bible reading, or the best of sermons,
or an ‘‘inquirer’'s moeting,’" or prayer,
or any other good thing will he useless
if you a‘tempt to put them in the
place of a personal grasp on Jesus
Christ. Faith is indispensable, just
as the bucket is indispensable if you
wish to draw up water from a deep
well: but iv is the wa'er that you are
after :

True faith puts your soul into living
contact with the loving Son of God. A
touch is enough to begin with; it must
be followed by a strong and constans
cleaving. The graft that is inserted
in the cleft bough of an apple-tree
must become united to the tree before
it yrelds fruic. Abiding in Christ, and
only through that abiding, will you be
a vigorous, fruitful, and joyful Chris-
tian.

And if you become such a Christian,
your wonder and sorrow will be that
you never became one before. Men
have lived to regret almost every
conceivable step; but I never heard of
& person wh@penﬁ of loving, obey-
ing, awd scrvivy the™Mord Josus Ginsist
Brooklyn, N. Y,
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Christianity Ia China,

- —

{ §The following historic\l note of the
progress of Christian missions in China
will interest our readers. Caristianity
was first introduced into the country,
now knowu as China, in the first half
of the seventh century by Nestorian
missionaries. There are evidences
throughout the country that the
activity of these early pioneers of our
religion was most widespread. As
a te &8 the years 1271-1295 Marco Polo
a1d other travellers found traces of
their work in various parts of the
East. In 1307 Pope Clement created
an archiepiscopal see in Peking. and
8ix years later another in Tsientshu-
S1. These were both relinquished in
1369, owing to want of funds to carry
them on. Really energetic Catholic
mission work dates from 1580, in
which year a powerful mission und.r
the Jesuit Ruggieri obtained firm
footing in Canton. Ruggieri was
followed by Ricoi, Francis X ivi rard
other weoll-known missicnar.er, and in
1696 strongata‘ions h«d been establi-h-
ed, not cnly by the Jesuite, but by
the D minicins and Francisean monks
as well. In 1718 all missienarieg
except the Jaesuits were exypelled from
Caioa, and duaring the last yeurs of the
eighteenth century even the Jesuits
were tubjocted to much persecution.
It was not unvil 1858 that a treaty
signed at Tientsio, followed by another
signcd at Pcking in 1860, guaraut .ed
t> membe s ,fall Cartstian bo 'ies full
secarity of life and proparty, and the
undisturbed practice of their religion.
At the present momeant eight R \man
Catholic orders are a% work in Chiga

—Audgustinians, Belgian Seminaris's,
Dominicant, Franciscans, Josuite,
Lizatites, and Mian and Parisian
Somioar ste. Thewr work i superin-
rerded by thitty-five vicirgenerals.
P.otestant miesionary  ent-rprise
dates only from 1807, and is at present

quarter of a milion eotiverts. Tae
tota! pumber of commnnicants belong-

60,000,

st >0 G———er
The Opium Tradein China.

Rev, Arnold F ster, of the London
Missionary S ciety, who is stationed
at Hankow, in Cnina, has made a very
abls examin.tion of the Repr: of the
Royal Commiss'on on Ojium, which
was presented to Parliament in A pril,
1895. and by many pe)ple has been
held to have settled the anti-opium
agitation for ever. Any ons who
reats Mr, Foster's examination, 10
which he compa-es the findings in ‘he
Rsport with the evidence from Chiag
which was sabmutted to the Commis-
sion, csnnot fail to appreciats the
remarkable divergence between them.
The majorvity of the Commisionera—
who included Lord Brassey, Sir J imes
Lyall, Mr. Arthur Pasase and others—
declared tnat (1) there was no evidence
from China of any populir desires that
the import of Indian opium 'should ve
stopped, and (2) that the prevailing
medical opinions were that opium
smoking in moderation s not harmful,
and that moderation was the rule. Mr
Foster quotes freely from the evidence
to ehow that theee two declarations
were the reveree of the tru h. Further,
he shows that the real ground for the
avourable report of the m.jrity on
the morality q1estion was the argument
that

if Indis did not supply
he opiom esomebody else — the
Chinese themselves or Russians

—wouald do so. Mr. Fouster gibbets
this argumeut as being unwor-thy of
the British nation. Hs also points
out the disingenuous asein the R 'port
of missionary evidence by taking
d:tached sentence, and omitiiog the
¢ niext which qualifisd them, oo the
question of what would be the effect
oo the natives of China if the Indian
supp'y of opium were stopped. The
exsmination concludes with s powerful
appesl, mn which Mr. Foster declares :
*The report of the Opium Commissi in
mu t be overthrown. If accepted it
will do much to rivet ferever on China
the chamus which an earlier rice ot
Cuiuese officials would bave broken
had they known how to do it.”
R R T T
WaNrs 10 RemeMmBER. A young

there are no Free Baptists, orders the |
INTELLIGENCER, saying :
“I want something 1o remind me,

or 1 may forges that T am s Free
Bu.ti:t. I wish you a~proiperous
yoar.'

conducted by thirty fize diff .reat
sccigbies, 1: is ¢ mputed that the
Rowish - church rumbers aacut “al’

ing to Protestant misei ns exceeds !

laly (eacher, m a commupity where |-

Woman's Loreign Missionary
Society.

‘“Rise up ye w omen that are at ease.”
Isaiah 32: 9.

[All contributions for this colamn
should be addressed to Mgs. Jos.
McLeop, FREDERIOTON. ]

From Miss Gaunce.

We find: the fo'lowing in a late
number of the Morning Star, from
Miss Gaunce, addressei to the Free
Baptist Young Peeople of the United
States :

What is it that makes life worth
living to us? 1Is it not that we have
heara of God, our Heavenly Father ;
that he loves us; that Jesus is our
Saviour and friend, and that we have
a glorious hope of life beyond the
grave ? If these are the things that
are precious to us, then to whom does
the command, “ Go ye into all the
world and preach the gospel to every
creature '’ apply more strongly than to
us ? Whether we go or stay, we
should all be missionaries.

At the present time what is the
Christian church doing and giving to
send the gospel of salvat on full and
free to the heathen? It is estimated
that out of every 5000 church members
in Christian lands one goes out as a
missionary to those in heathen dark
ness, and that the average giving of
Christians in Christian lands to send
the gospel to the millions of unsaved
in heathendom is about five cents a
month per church member.

God gave his best .to us, and shall
we consider anything too precious to
give to Him? May we like Livingstone
resolve that we will place no value on
anything we have or may possess, ex-
cept in rela'ion to the kingdom of
Curist,

I remain yours sincerely,
: L E Gavusce,
Balasore, Dec. 6.

e — e

The Faces of Christian
Japanese,

!

I have been asked. says the Rev. F.
S Scudder, ‘*What is the most
beautiful thiag you have seem mn
Japan?' The grandest vision is the
scenery, but the prettiest thing to be
seen 18 a Japanese lady riding in a
jinrikisha and
umbreHa.,

shaded by a paper
The whole effect of such a
picture is bewitchingly artisticc But
if I were asked, ‘' What is the most
impressive thing T have seen ?' 1 re-
ply, without hesitat on, it is the faces
of the Christian women of Japan,
especially those who have been trained
in Christian schools. There is aa ex
pression in their faces revealing a
character and a purpose in life which
one miss¢s so much in the majority of
faces, and one can tell, with a
degree of certainty, from the face
alone, what Christianity has done for
women through its schoo's, placing its
seal of nobility on what is otherwise
but a Vanity Fair

fair

Missionary Hints.

The Missionary Intelligencer gives
some items of advice to missionary
committees ; these among others ;

Save all clippings that would be pro-
fitable to read in the meetings.

Make a missionary scrap book.

Keep a little nore-boek, and write
in it the names of missionaries and
their fields, and any interesting facts
about them tha: may come to your
knowledge.

Pray regularly for some missionary
who is in the field.

—In 1850 you could buy a man in
the Fiji Islands for seven d llars,
butcher him a :d eat him, without even
public remo istrance. To day the
Bible is in ne «rly every house, and on
Sunday nine-tenths ot the people may
be found ass:mbled in the churches
for public worship. What about the
power and profit of foreign missions ?
—There are more than 8,000 Chris-
tians in Bulandshar district in India,
one half of whom are women.

—Gladstone’'s grand-daugh‘er has
given herself to the foreign mission
work.
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Beware so long ss you live of jadg.
ing men by their outward appearance.

Telling Testimonies.

Drink stupefies and besots. —Bis«
marck.

The evil is the drink.—David Lewis,
g P,

The devil in so!ution.—Sir Wilfred
Lawson. ,

Tnat veverage, the mother of sins.
—Southey. :
Liquid fire and distilled damnation.

—R. Hall. .

I consider all spirits bad spirits. —
Sir Astley Cooper.

The dynamite of modern civilization.
—Hon. John D. Long.

Grape juice has killed more tham
grape shot.—C. H. Spurgeon.

He bas paid dear, very dear, for his
whistle. —Benjamin Franklin.

Drink is the mother of want and the
narse of crime. — Lord Broughman.

Every crime has its origin more or
less in drinking.— Judge Gurney.

Drink is the great obstacle to the
diffusion of education.—John Bright.

While you have the driuk, you will
have the drunkard.—George W. Bain.

Ninety ninc crimes out of every
hundred are caused by drinking.—
Judge Erskine.

Drink, the only terrible enemy
whom Eogland has to fear.—Prince
L opold.

Nine tentl s of the cases to be tried
are caused by drink.—Chief Justice
Bovill.

Choose rather to punish your appe-
tites than to be punished by them.~
Epictetus.

Alcohol
Mahomet.

Every crime has its origin. more or
less in drunkenness.—The late Chief
Justice Cleridge.

The only terrible enemy Britain has
to fear is strong drink.—H. R H.,
the Duke of Albany.

Its ravages are greater than pesti-
lence, war, and famine combined.—
Rt. Hon. W. E. Gladstone,

Strong drink is not only man's way
to the devil, but the devil's way to
man. - Dr. Adam Clarke,

Wine is the most p,werful of all
agents for exciting and inflaming the
passions, — The great Lord Bacon.

Ninaty por oetit of the crime in the
army i3 through strong drink.—<liord
Wolseley (commander in chief).

I dread the white man’s drink more
thon all the ascegais of my enemies, —
King Khama (African chief)

is the mother of sin.—

I never suffer ardent spirits in my
house, thinking them evil spirits. —

S r Astley Cooper (the great surgeon).

Intoxicating drink is the greatest
fuctor of crime, psuperism  orphan-
hood, disease, and insanity. —Prof, F.
W. Newman.

The struggle of the school, the
library, and the church, all united,
against the beer house and the gin
palace, is but the development of the
war between heaven and hell.-C iarles
Buxton.

Among Gxchanges,

GET WARM

Be on fire, lots of Christians are
shivering to desth.—[Good Tidings.

DaANGEROUS,

It is & hazardous experiment trying
‘0 see how little of the Gospel we need
fullow and how much of the world we
can get and still be saved.—Free
Baptist.

Whar He BrLessebp,

The Bishop of London recently con-
secra'ed the Hon. and Rev. J. Adder-
ley to be a wonk in the Church ef
K gland. Among other things, every
part of the monk's robe was blessed
by the Bishop by the lsying on of
hands and prayer. The Bishop in
this seems to regard the robe as about
48 sacred as the man who is to wear
it. Perhapsit is. One surely needs
a go d deal of training in ritualistic
ideas to believe such a ceremony to be
anything else than a solemn farce.—
Can. Baptist.

Terip CHRISTIANS,

Drink hot water and it stimulates.
Drink cold water and it refreshes.
Drink tepid water and it nauseates.
So tepid Christians are nauseating to
Chrisr, for he has said, ‘‘Because thou
art lukewarm, and neither cold nor
hot,\I will spew thee out of my mouth.”
Lukewarm Christians ! what a maser-
able life they live! How useless they
are ! They go along holding on te
Christ in a half-hearted way for fear
tuey will go to the devil if they let go.
Christ says to the lukewarm
Christian  *‘l would that thou wert
coid or hot.” THe jities and is dis-

guted with tepid Christians. —Rel.
elescope. -




