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Fourth Quarter, Lesson 35, Nov. 19, '99
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PUBLIC READING OF THE

112,

Read Nehemiah 8 and Luke 4 ;'

16 22, |

Commit Verses 1 3. !

Golden Text.—The ears of all the !

| prople were attentive wnto the book |
{0 the law.—Neh. 3: 3

rand his Word.

HISTORICAL SETTING

Tyme.—The first day of the |
seventh month, 7. ¢, the middie or !
last of September, A. p. 444, about
two months after the arrival of
Nehemiah in Jerusalem, and a week
after the completion of the walls on
the 25th of Elul, the sixth month
(August September). The first day
of the seventh month was Sep-

| tember 22 in 1892, September 11!
: ] !

in 1893 and October 1in 1894,
Place.—Jerusalem, In the open

gequare of Ophel, southea.t of the

temple area, and near the water

gate, through which water was
trought for use in the temple.
Rulers.— Artaxerxes, king of
Persia; Nehemiah, governor of
J udea. Herodotus writing his

450 430

MEETING

histories in Greek, B ©

SUBJECT: A GREA1

DIBLE STUDY.

FOR

TaE CircumsTaANcEs —Nehemiah's
design was to renew and enlarge
the reforms which Ezra had begun
thirteen years before Chaps. 8.10
are an account of transactions
running through twenty-four days
or more, by which Nehemiah
brought this and other reforms into
active opera ions. Oaur lesson tells
what bhappened iu one day,—the
first day of the seventh month (v,
2). (1) Nehemiah first secured
the confidence of his compatriots
by securing their cooperations in
building the wall, became their
comrade in work and perils and
succes:es, made them feel that
he was their friend, ready to sacri
fice all for Jerusalem. (2) Then
came the earnest study ot Goa’s
Word. Throu~h this study there
came to these people a revelation of
themselves that made them asham
ed and sorrowful. There came al o,
a revelation of God that made them
glad and exultant. (3) Through
twenty-three daye of public services
Nehemiah them this
strength that comes from studying
Jehovah's law, and rejoicing in him.
(4) On the twenty-fourth day, with

fostered in

fas ing and prayer, a solemn
covenant was entered into with
God. (5) Tuen followed the parti
cular reforms needed, such as

breaking oft heathen al!liances and
keeping the Sabbath,

Tue Grear Mgering.—Vs, 1
This chapter should begin with the
last clause of the last verse of the
previous chap'er: “Aud when the
seventh month was come,” ete. The
first day of this month was the feast
of trump-!s,which proclaimed a day
of rejoicing. This was a week after
the wa ls were finished. 4// thepeople
gathered themselves togather. From
thecity andsurrounding country. 4s
oné. In one place, with one purpose.
Rather the public
square, for the streets of an Oriental
city are very narrow. DBeforz the
water gate. The open space south
of the temple, lying retween the
temple wall and the city wall. They
spake unto Ezra the scrive  This 1-
the first time Kzra's name occurs in
the book of N-hemiah. It is
probable that he had been absent
during the past thirteen years,
perhaps copying, studying, and
putting into shape the Book «f th2
Laww, which they asked him to
bring out to them  There wa
great interest in him and his work,
and they had gathered together on
purpose to hear the words of the
book.

Tue Trexr Book.—Vs 13. Book
ofthe law oy Moses, which the LORD,
Jehovah, had com nanded to Lsrael.
This was not a book inspired and
revealed by God. The law. To
Ezra is due the glory of promulgat-
ing the l.w, and making it pa-s
into the life of the nation. Both
of men and women. Both have
equal need of studying God’s Word
And all that ¢ nuld hsar with wnder
standing. The children, a'l who
were old enough.  Hersad thersin
.« +  from the morning watil midday.
Oe, “from daylight.” He began as
soon as it was light enough, and
read on (he and his assistant, v. 7)
till noon, that is, for six hours o-
more. The ears of all the people
were atientive. Though there is no
word in the Hebrew for “attentive,”
the meaning is quite correctly
given.

Tue TeacuinGg Force.—Va, 4, 7.
Ezra. .. .stoodupon a pulpit of wood,
Ane'evated plattorm, broad enough
to allow fourteen peraous to stand

upon it, and of considerate height.
And beside him stood. Six on his
right hand and seven on his left.
Ma'tsthiah, etc  Nething is known
of most ef these persons except '

their names. "They were proba b

| are named.

prominent priests. They probably
aid-d Ezra ian reading the law.
Also Jeshua, ete. Thirteen of themw
Leading men, or heads
of cans. Caused ths peopla to
understand. In the three ways
described in v. 8

STUuDYING THE WORD OF GOD. —

| SCRIPTURES. — Nchemiah 8:| V. 5. Opened the book. Uarolled the

scroll, or roll. For hooks in those
days, as still in Jewish synagogues,
were wide strips of parchment
rolled upon sticks, one at either

| end, so that one side was rolied up

as the other was unrolled to read.
All the people stood wp. As an act
of respect and reverence for God
Ezra blessed the
LORD. Praised God in prayer
All the people answered. Responsive
worship is no new thing. Admen.
was equivalent to saying, We accept
the prayer as our own, as a true
expression of our feclings. Lifting
up their hands. An appeal to God,
that they accepted the law thus
read, and would obey it. Bowed
their heads and worshipped the
LORD with their taces to the ground.
They sank down into the pozture of
humble, earnest prayer, first falling
on their knees, and then bending
forward. So they read. . . .distinclby.
It required clear enunciation to be
heard by the many thousand
assembled. And gave the
EExplaining the unusual words, ex-
pounding the meaning and the
app'ication of the law, interpreting
the aliusions to history, and in
every way possible causiug them to
understand the readwnyg. S Christ
in the synagogue at Nazareth caus-
ed the people to understand Isaiah.
Tue Fruirs or BiBLE Stupy.—
Ve, 9-12 The Tirshatlha. The
Persian title for a loca' or provincial
governor. For all the people wept
Their grief arose from their per-
ception of their own miserable
imperfections in contrast to the
lofty requirements of the law, and
in view of its threats of punishment
for disobedience. Mourn mnot, nor
waeep. You have wept long enough!
Stop this, for there is something
else ( ite as important. Go your
way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet,
These were expressions of and aids
to joy. And send portions, etc.
Another way of expressing and of
increasing true joy. Neither be ye
sorry. Sorrow and repentance are
never required for their own sake,
but for the better things which
grow out of them. For the joy of
the LORD s your strength, * The
joy of the Lord” is joy that our sins
are forgiven. 1t is joy in fe low-
ship with God, that he is our God,
and Helper. Iui: the joy of hope, of

sense,

possibilities, of heaven, It is the
Joy o' victorv over sins. It is the
joy of doing good to others. Tt is

the joy of loving and being loved
by God.

Consecration to God. A formal
covenant was entered inty» by the
people, and signed by Nehemiah
and the leaders, princes, and
priests, of renewed devotion to the
law and service of God. They
promised to keep the law of Moses,
to pay their tithes for the suppors
of the temple services, and to keep
the Sabbath holy. And they bound
themsclves under a curse to keep
this covenant (Neh. 9: 38;10: 1 39).

A Higher Morality. During the
reading of the law (Neh. 8: 13 18),
they found that they had neglected
to keep the feasts as they ough to
have done; and they immediately

proceeded to keep the feast of
vabernacles. Then they sustained
the temp'e sarvices, paid their

tithes, brought in their first fruits
and other ofterings. Finully they
reformed their worldly wmett.ods of
keeping the Sabbath, and ceased
from their alliances and inter-
marriages with the heathen.

PRACTICAL HINTS. &C

There is much value in assemblies
for Bible study, (1) in reviv-
ing the interest in such study; (2)
ia arousing enthusiasm ; (3) in
bringing light from many sides; (4)
in the instruction of men of the
deepest experience and the widest
knowledge.

There is need of interpreters and
teachers who have made a thorough
study of the Word of God. Thereis
enough of the Bible that is plain to
guide us in our ordinary life, but
books and teachers reveal to us, as
the result of years and centuries of
study, what in no single lifetime
could one discover for himself
They are net substitutes for study
and shought, but aids, and material,
and inspiration for study and
theught.

The study of the Bible has
wrought wondrous changes in men
and in nations. Every nation now
existing is great, moral, and happy
in proportion as the Bible is studied
and obeyed.

It will not pretended
that any book in the world, or a!l
the books in the worid pui together,
bave wrought such vast and bene
ficent conversions,—such deliver-
ances from darkness into ligit, and
from the power of Satan unro God,
—as have been and are day by day
being wrought by the voics of God
speaking unto us from the Holy
Scriptures,

even o9

Qur Opportunities.

The value of personal work was
under discassion at a conveution of
Sunday-schoo! teachers in a pre ty
rose environed couuntry
among the hills, when one of
wowen from a distance said to
friend by her side :

I've a great mind to say a word,
only, you know, I came to read my
paper, and don't wish to aj pea'r
assertive,

But if the Lord has put a thought |
into your heart, is it not your duty !
toexpressit] The woman rese and
Was heiped %0 say :

The white rose petals come flying |
in through th- window like hag p\"
thoughts, and when in a discussion
like this, out the little
incidents and experienees that come

the

we throw

30 our minds, they may carry a
blessing, as the scattered rose petals
bring fragrance to us all ; and going
on shie related 1n a few words an
experience of her own, where one
encruraging little talk at the clo.=

sweet young sisters into the fo'd of
the church.

As she was speaking a woman at
some distance turned her eyes to-
ward her, with a look that she
interpreted as :

[ am one who needs help, aud as

she was leaving the church, soon
after, a !*‘5!‘4”_qu glance from the
same violet eyes made her say : 1
wish I could have spcken with her ;

I think she is in some perplexity,

and now the opportunity is gone
forever.

That the conclusion was hastily
drawn, she found just two weeks

later, when making one of a
party to a picturesque little woo |
land lake, she met this woman, who
had with a party from an
opposite direction. The recognition
was as mutual as the thought that
the meeting was Providential, and
stroliing AWAY, together under the
pines, the new made friend said :

I have been in Sunday-school
was very young, and
converted when only a little girl,
but my teacher never had any per-
sonal talk with her pupils, 2 d it
came about that as I was at all the
church services, I was, after a while,
looked upon as a member. I am
now a Sunday-school teacher, but |
cannot do personal work, ard if |
am a Christian 1t is a very unhappy
one. When you spoke of the rose
petals being happy thoughts, T felt
that I could tell you my experience
and that you would urderstand we

My dear wowan, said Mrs Tay-
lor, gently, your rose petals are all
falling into the wind to be tramp'ed
under foot instead of carrving fra-

dris ing

Come

since | Was

grance, The Lord needs His wit-
nesses. We cannot lead others
where we have not been ourse!ves,

My thought is this, she replied ;
[ amm & bush with thorns and green
leaves. There is always a hope that
[ may bloom and carry fragrance,
but thus far I have been a disap
pointment.

You must be so no longer. You
see for yourself that you must be
pruned of your pride, timidity, and
all of the little useless branches
that have been growing up, making
a barrier betvween you and your
Saviour.

Yes, I see it now, and this very
evening at the midweek ineetirg
which I always attend, buv where
my voice has never been hea d, I
will make my confession and en
deavor to put myself where the
Lord can use me.

e el e
If | Were a Teacher.

When the Earl Cairns was a
little boy he heard three words
which made a memorable impression
n him; God claims you. Then
came the question, What am 1
going to do with the claim? He
answered, I will own it and give
myself to God

He went bome and told his
mother: God claims me. At sch o
and college his motto was, God
claims me. As member of Parlia-

ment, and uitimately as Lord
Chancellor it was still God claims
me.

When he was appointed Lord
Chancellor he was teacher of a large
‘Bible class, and his minister think-
ing now he wou!d have no time to
devote to that purpose, said to him,
[ suppose you will now require to
give up your class?

No, was the reply, [ will not; God
claims me,

[f I were a Sunday school or
other teacher I would like for this
motto 1o adern the walls of my
class-room. If it did the lessous
surely would be so well prepared
that the little ones could more ears
ily be induced to lay aside their
books and answer prompely. They
might cease reading answers from
their books as I have of'en seen
oine do y o

I I were a teacher hew would I

rive to prepare the lessons ! Thon
askivg and securing of God’s Lelp
wou'd wmake the knotty points ot
the lesson to dissolve as mists be
fore the moening sun.

1f [ were a teacher I would try
to be punctual. This is one «f the
of most importaat qualifications in

. any teacher.

church euce over the childien, an influence
}
the for good or bad, so that my work

| teachers realize that we are claimed

| portance for the young to ask

| idea of what he is to do

of a sugge tive lesson brought three | B :
now 1t 18 to come O them O

| life to them is a weary pilgrimage.

| Or womentary pastime
has no loftier aim in

It is a great wrong
to fail to be on hand at the ap-
pointed time.

If I were a teacher it must be
that I would wie'd a great influ-

would tell for time and eternity.
Let those of us who aspire to be

¢ 7 * o '
of God and strive as in bis sight to !
be worthy of that high responi
bility.—Baptist Argus.
e

What is Your Aim in Life?

rnm - » g »
T'here is no question of more im

themselves than : For what purpose
was | created !

Liife is a great battle-ficld, and no
one should go into it single-handed
and a'one without having a definite
It is a sad
fact that very many young people
enter upon life with no definite
lr‘!'.'.'f'"_ iR view Tin'.v nope to re-
ceive great good without thinking
what
its character will be In
their

after life
hopes are disappoint«d, and |
Life was not givén for amnsement |
: and he who
view than the
enjoyment of the passing hour need
not complain it he ends his days in
bitter disappointment How low
and grovelling is that life which is
who!ly given up to present gratifi
cation! The of life must be
higher, nobler, more impor:ant

The true aim in life is not to
secure fame Those strive
mest fiercely for honor but seldom
meet with

Neither is the aim of life to secure
wealth Many have set out wish
this object in view. A few succeed,
while many fail. Wealth, in itself,

aim

who

STICCess,

an confer no happiness upon its
I [r‘(}f.‘““{?-’”.
et your aim in life be to do good.
that your life
blessing to others. In this way you
will answer the purpose of your
life. No matter how humble your
phere in life may be, aim at doing
good, for the welfare of
others, for the good of mankind in
general.—Our Boys and Girls.

Live so mavy be a

[Libor

st -t AP

Me Pray Too

Little Grace’s papa believed that
every member of the family should
take part in the family altar; but
baby Grace, about three years old,
itting in lap, was
thought to be tco young to uuder-
stand anything about praying.

One morning at worship after
papa had reverently read a chap
ter from the Bible, he asked mam-
ma to pray, then George, who was
the eldest and the only boy, then
Mary, then Amanda, and closed
the service by eoffering a prayer
himself,

As they arose from their knees,
they were astonished to hear Grace
burst into a passionate fit of cry-
ing. Something must be hurting
her mamma took her up in her
arms and said: Why, Grace, what
is the matter!

Between her sobs the little one
said in her baby prattle, Me pray
too. So they all dropped again,
and gave her an opportunity to
offer up her little prayer, and we

Mamina s

believe the Father and all of the
angels stopped to listen —|The

Open door.
S

Lend a Hand.

A young girl on a railroad train
gave a buoch of roses to a cripple.
The child held them to her lips and
pressed them to her heart and fgll
asleep. The train reached its
destination. The father cawe in
from the smoking car. At the
sight of his little one lying peace-
fully with her head against
the stranger and the rodes in her
hand, he said, in a voice full of
feeling, I'm not a praying man, but
the [ord's blessing rest on you for
your kindness to my motherless
bairn. The child roused as she was
taken in her tather’s arms, and said;
I've been—in—beaven, pa; I've
got—some—roses. There was a
mist in other eyes than the father’s,
and more than one voice heard a
divine voice saying : Inasmuch as
ye have done it unto the least of

these. ..... ye have done it unto
me.—In His Steps.
- —

Some boy and girls are more
anxious to ave a good reputation
than to hav: a good charac er. In
other words they care more about
what the pople think than what
God thinks. Be true under
circumstances,

all

For THE OVERWORKED vhat are
the causes of despndency and melan-
choly ! A disordered liver is one cause
and a prime one. A disordered liver
meins a disordered stomach, and a dis
ariered stomach means disturbance of
the nervous system. This brings the
whole bedy into subjecticrn and the

Creat Barzains In
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W. will eell the balance of ou
stock while they last from §£(.00
wards, for Cash Only

THE QUEEN, CLIMAX AN
NEW HOME.

Every one warranted, ard if rct
satisfactory after 3 months we
All must
as we want tke

will refund the mo.ey.
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room at
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COD LIVER OIL
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HYPOPHOSPHITES

The Best for Lurg Dieceases,

onece

AT

Wiley's Drug Store

CGCGATES

Invigorating Syrup

Well kaown throughout the country
as an excellent Tonie, Physic ana
Appetizer. Safe and Reliable and
should be in every house.
~ For Ooughs, Colds and Lagrippe a
little night and morning will soon
break them up.

Dyspeptics will find great rellef by
t king a litfle after eating.

For irregularities of the Bowels
nothing can be found to excell it, as
it causes no griping orpain.

For Asthma aud Palpitation of the
Hears one swallaw gives instant relief,

Headache, Stomach and Pin Worms
yield at once.

[t is an Invigorator of the whole
System, has been well tested already
and will do all that we say of it.

Pat vp io large bottles at 50 cents
each aud sold everywhere,

6 C GATES' SON & CO

MIDDLETON, N, SJ

i\Tew Goods

JAMES R HOWIE

PRACTICAL TAILOR,

[ BEG toinform my numerous patyona
that I have just opened out a
large and well-selected stook of NH
SPRING CLOTHS, consisting of
Sootch and Canadian T'weed Suiﬂn&m
Cotkscrew ard Diagonal Suitings
and Dark Spring Overcoatings, nd‘ all

in F

'atest designa and rhan. 113
Trouserings from which I am prepared o
make nm Fisar Crass StrLa, ascording
to the t New York Spring and Sen
mer Fashions, and guarantee 4~ give snss
satisfaction.

& PRICES MODERATRE. W

MEN'S FURNISHING DEPARIMEN]
My ;:og: of Men's lgu:on!lhinsddooh
and Soft Hats of and Amesicss
make, in all the novelties and Staple Syyle
for Wear. White auiu

shirte, Linen Collars, Silk Han

Braces, Merino Underwear, H od
well selocted sasortmant of l"myod'g'u and

Soarfs, in all the lntest patterus of Enells
and American designs,

& Rubber Closhing » apeciaity
Jas. R. Eowie

192 Queen S:, Fredericton

BOARDERS WANTED.

: RS. W, D )I)¥VEY, Kzt
L near York, provides @0)d boaa

victim feels gick all over. I’.rmelece’s
Vegetsble Pills are a recoguniz d
remedy in this state and relief will
gollow their usa.

| with la~ge pleasant rorns t) laly Vorm
" Sohool Students, She ean also acconw
dato » few transient boardess,




