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INTERNATIONAL LESSON.

Third Quarter, Lesson 2, July 9, '99

DANIEL IN BABYLON. —
- Daniel 1: 8-21.

MAY BE USED AS A TEMPERANCE
LESSON,

Read the Whole Chapter.
Cummit Verses 17-20.

Golden Text.—Daniel gpurposed
sn his heart that he would not defils
himself.—Dan. 1: 8.

HISTORICAL SETTING,

Time.—B. c. 605-3. Ths begin-
ning of the 70 years’ captivity.

Place.—Babylon, on the Euph
rates, 500 miles east of Jerusalem.

Rulers. — Jehoiakim, king of
Judah ; Nebuchadnezzar, of Baby-
lon.

Prophets.—Jeremiah and Hab-
akkuk at Jerusalem at the time
Daniel was carried captive, and
later on Ezekiel among the captives
in Babylonia,and Obadiah in Judah,
were contemporaries of Daniel.

Daniel,at this time fourteen years
old, born at Jerusalem, of noble
parentage, carried captive to
Babylon, where he lived all the
seventy years' captivity. A great
statesman, a learned scientific man,
a true prophet of the noblest char-
acter, he lived at least till B. ©.
534, and died at the age of eighty-
five or more,

SUBJECT ; THE VICTORY OVER
TEMPTATION,

Tae TEMPrED.—In our last lesson
we were looking upon Israel during
the years hefore the final captivity,
B ¢. 722. To-day we pass over
more than a century of time, and
into the kingdom of Judah, and
look upon that nation at the begin-
ning of its captivity, which came
upon it for the same sins that ruined
the northern kingdom.

Among the first captives were
Daniel and three companions, who
were afterwards cast into the fiery
furpace and escaped unharmed.
Their own names were all com-
pounded with the name of God.
Daniel = God is my judge: Han.
aniah = God is gracious : Mishael =
This is as God ; Azariah =God is
my helpec. Their new names were
compounded with those of royalty
or of idols. Daniel was named
Belteshazzar, favored of Bel or
Beltis, the great Babylonian god
and goddess. The custom of chang-
ing names continues up to this day;
any change from Mohammedan to
Christian, or the reverse, being ac-
companied by a change of name.
These four were selected from
among the captives on account of
their noble descent, talent, and
promise of ability, to be trained in
the language and literature of the
Chaldeans, to be trusted officers,
This was not an uncommor course,

for such men would have less
temptation to be disloyal.
Tue TempratioN.—V. 8. Pur

posed . . . .that he would wnot defile
himself with the. .. .king's meat: . e.,
food.

What was the wrong in eating
the kings food? (1) The dietary
might comprise articles of food,
such as the flesh of swine, hares,
etc., which the law inte:dicted to
the Israelites (Lev. 11). (2) The
flesh may not have been perfectly
cleansed from b'ood, and hence
forbidden by the Jewish law (Deut.
12: 23 25). Jews, even at this
day, regard as unclean the meat
prepared in the ordinary way.
(3) The universal custom among
the heathen of consecrating each
meal by off ring a portion of it to
their idols. (4) The luxurious diet
provided by the king would corrupt
the body and diminish the vigor of
the wind. Not with the wine. He
had probably seen its effects on
others.

Thus the four captives were
tempted (1) to do that which was
debasing and degrading; (2) to
disobey the law of Ged; (2) to
deny their religion and God, and
yield te the idolatry of the day :
and (4) thus to be recreant to their
country, their nation, and all the
promises and hopes which belonged

to tlem.

What was the attraction which
wade doing these things a tempta-
tion? These men were tempted (1)
by appetite. The love of the king’s
luxuries and wine. (2) By their
ambitions and hopes of success.
How could they expect to suc-
ceed with a heathen king, when
they were to set in a religion which
condemned hiw and his conduct !
(3) By the king's command. Why
should they no% yield as to an
inevitable necessity — their very
life might depend upon it. (4) By
the love of popularity. Their course
would wake them appear odd, sub-
ject them to ridicule, und bring
them into many troubles.

How THE Vicrory over TeEMPTA-
110N WAaAS GAINFD.— Vs, 8-15.,

1 He purposed in his hear!,
Th y came to a decision. They
determined from principle, which

must have grown out of a choice of
God and his service.

2. They had an early religious
training, as was common among the
best Jews. But these boys must
have had especially good Lowe
religious - influences. =~ They used
wise means. He requested the prince
of the eunuchs into whose charge
they had been committed. There
was no bravado, but simply quiet,
firm, and wise courage.

3 The divine favor was with
him. Now God had brought Daniel
wnto favor and tender love. By in-
fluencing Ashpenaz by his spirit ;
by producing in Daniel attractive-
ness of person and manners, and
lovable character.

By proving the value of his
course. [ fear....the king, who
hath appointed your meat. It
was a dangerous thing to oppose the
judgment of the king.

Endanger my head. Be exposed to
having his head cut off in punish-
ment for his disobedience. Said
Danvel to Melzar. Not a proper
name, but the melzar, the chief
butler or steward. Give us pulse 75
eat, as beans, peas. etc. Daniel
wanted a vegetable diet, with water
instead of wine. At the end of ten
days, etc, as short a time as would
suffice for a thorough test. The
result was all that was claimed.

Tae Vicrory —Vs. 16 21. These
four children, r. v., Youths. God
gave them knowledge, etc. (1)
Through the highest physicial con
dition, which made their mindsclear.
(2) By imparting it to them directly,
as the visions recorded later. To
the higher character and more
trained mind God could reveal more
truth than to others. (3) By giving
his blessing vo their daily studies,
aiding their minds by his spirit,
opening wider doors to knowledge
through his providence. (4) By keep-
ing them from vices, from conceit
and selfishness, which distort the
judgment and dim the perception
of truth. Skill in all tearning. In
science, in astronomy, in literature,
in philosophy the Chaldeans at this
time stood at the head of the world,
And wisdom. Power to apply and
use and increase this learning. All
four bad the learning , the special
revelations were to Daniel alone.
Understanding in all visions and
dreams. = Through which God re-
vealed the future to> Daniel, and also
showed him the meaning of the
visions which others saw.

The victory over temptation im-
proved, strengthened, and ennobled
the character,

High position, like a city set
upon a hill, whence they could
exert the widest influence. Now
at the end of the days. 'The three
years of verse 5, fixed by the king
for the training. Ther:tore stood
they before the king. Were the
per-onal advisers, and among the
l-ading officers of the kingdom.
And in all mattirs of wisdom and
unferstanding. In everything which
required peculiar wisdom to under-
stand and to explain. He found
them ten times batter. Better counsel-
lors, better informed. Z7han all the
magicians and astrologers The
magicians were the learned class,
the seribes, the priestly class. “The
astologers ” ‘‘reasoners from the
stars,” were the scientific men,
versed in magic and occult science

He gave them, also, a long life
of eminent service. Daniel con-
tinued even wunto the first year of
Kwng Cyrus, B ¢. 534, when Cyrus,
having conquered Babyloo,issued his
edict for the rebuilding of the
temple.  Daniel had thus about
seventy years of public service,

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

Examples in real life have great
power over us. If Daniel could
resist, 8o can we. If Daniel ought
to have stood up bravely, so ought
we, If this course was wise for
Daniel, it is wise for us.

We are reminded of the power
of good howme training. ' There is
no better armor against temptation
than the Christian armor put on in
childhood at home,

No oune can enter upon the great
world of life and usefulness without
first being tempted and tried. Thus
at the beginning of the Christian
life comes the great temptation,—
the battle as to who shall
rule the 'soul ; its success is con-
version, the entrance upon the new
and the true life.

All who would become strong
and useful wust gain their power
through victory over temptation

There is an instinct in every boy
that makes him love power. The
effect on Daniel’s decision had some
effect on his body, but far more on
his wind. The exercise of power
gave him a habit of victory. Mas-
tering himself he naturally and eas-
ily mastered others. E.ery child
that means to have great victori-s
in manhood or womanhood, should
get little victories in childhood.
The convrol of temper, the assertion
of mastery over appetites, the re-
fusal to indulge even in innocent
things, the setting one’s self to tasks
of memory, or other achievement,
is & drill in kingship, —is getting
the haud used o u scepter;” aud the
head fitted for a crown. '

Temperance applications. Strong
drink is one of the most powerful
and most visib e of temptations; but
temptation appeals to every bodily
appeti‘e and every wong feeling of

the mind. To yield in one point is

to harbor a traitor within the camp.

IrLusTrATION. Those who are in
training for athletic sports, college
races, etc, are put upon the sim-
plest aud most temperate diet, and
are required to abstain from all in-
toxicaticating liquors. Only thus
can the best heaith, strength, and
endurance be found.

A RevivaL oF Preper siaNiN.
Mr. Albert Griffin, one of the sin-
cerest of temperance reformers, be-
lieves that the paramount need of
the hour is that of a “pledge signing

revival” “What then? Shall pro-
bibition be abandoned? By no
means. It is needed to clinch the

nails driven by the moral suasion
hammer and to keep the devils from
returning into the men out of whom
they have been driven. We must
have both m_ral suasion and legal
suasion, but the best, if not the only
way to secure both is to make our
main fight directly against the
drink habit.”

Get all to sign the Pledge. This
18 one of the wost effective ways of
promoting Temperance.

—tlll) > P ——————

Relation of the Sunday-School
to the Church.

From the advance sheets of The
Institucional Church. A Primer m
Pastoral Theology, by Edward Judson,
D. D., with an Introductory Word by
Bishop Porter. One of a series of
Hand-books edited by Prof. Saimuel
Macauley Jackson. Lentilnon & Co.,
150 Fifth Avenue, New York. 50
cents net.

The church meets on Sunday
afternoon for the study of the Bible,
children preponderating (in other
words, the Sunday-school) The
Sunday-school may be defined as
the church and congregation, es-
pecially children, meeting on Sun-
day for the study of the Scriptures.
Thisform of worshipshould be placed
on thehigh levelof the Sunday morn-
ing and evening services. Let us not
think of the Sunday school as a
little church within the church—
& toy engine runaing up and down
on a side track of its own. It is
the church itseif, with its gearing
adapted especially to work among
children. In fact, vhe ordinary
Sunday-school is more closely mode!-
ed upon the meetings of the primi-
tive Christians than 1s the gathering
of saints for the Sunday morning
service. In those ancient apostolic
assemblies of the first day of the
week they did not pay one man t2
interest and teach the rest. The
more intelligent and spiritual
taught the rest without pay, as is
now done in the Sunday-school.
Only in this way can I account for
its marvelous vitality.

In many of the weekly churches,
whatever spiritual life they have
goes mainly into the Sunday-school.
The vital juice of the church will be
found there if anywhere. The
church itself is often only a kind of
atrophied attachment to a vigorous
Sunday school. When the pastor
leaves, the church declines ; but
the Sunday school goes on the same
as before. It has an independent
lite, which survives and even
flourishes during a long pastora!
interregnum, Is this because it
conforms more perfectly to the
apostolic conception of a church
than the church itself does?! How
often, in our own city, do we see
the strange spectacle of a large,
vigorous Sunday--chool attached to
a declining, dying church-a healthy
growing child, lying on the withered
bosom of its aged grandmother.
May it uot be because the Sunday
has come to be truer to the
primitive ideas of Christianity than
the church? 1In fact, there is ao
spiritual justification at all for the
Sunday-school, except as it is the
church itself at study.

The pastor, or the associate pastor
in his place, should conduct the
service in the Sunday:chool, the
superintendent being simpiy his
lieutenant or orderly sergeant,
relieving him of the care of execu
tive details. The two offices can
not clash. The superintenient
takes charge of the details of or-
ganization; the pastor performs the
funciion of teaching through the
teachers, On Sunday morning the
pastor opens a passage of Scripture
to the people en masse ; on Sunday
afterncon he instructs he people in
classes, by means of teachers he has
met beforehand and taught not
only the lesson, but how to teach
it. While in this forn of instruction
children naturally prepondera’e; all
ages should be embraced, from the
infant to those of declining years,
It 1= 2 misfortune that the Sunday-
school should be so generally re
garded as the children’s church, so
that boys and girls disappear from
it upon ‘eaving the public school.

Tne teachers should be nominated
by the pastor and elected by the
chur:h, or an advisory board re.
presenting the church. The offer
ings should go into the church

school

treasury and out of thehurch

| treasury the expenses of the Sun-

lay-school should be paid. Whea

the church makes an offering for
foreign missions, or any other cause,
the Suoday-school should add its
offering for the same cause to that
of the church. Woen the eavelopes
are distrivuted in the church, for
carrent expenses or for missionary
purposes, they shou'd be distributed
also in the Sunday-school. The
worshipper should have his opticn
of putting his envelope in the col-
lection plate, either at the preach-
ing service or in the Sunday school.
The same even pressure or
wusical instruction should be felt
throughout the school and church,
from the smallest child to the oldest
saint. In every possible way the
Sunday-school should be identified
with the church—the two coalescing
in one organic body, through which
flows a common life body.

This conception affords the op-
portunity for an effective pastoral
system. Let the pastor regard his
Sunday-school teachers as assistant
pastors. Let him commit to their
care the families represented in
their classes. Let the teachers call
upon these families regularly, and
report their condition to the pastor.
He will then find his whole church
and congregation divided into con-
venient group: of families, and the
space between the calls that he
wakes will be bridged over by the
calls ot the teachers. Strangers
wiil be visited, because families are
in the habit of vhrowing their chil
dren out as feelers. The sick wall
not be overlooked. The whole
church will become a compact social
organism.

Teaching Morals in Litera-
ture,

A little boy who had been blow-
ing bubbles all the morning, tiring
of play, and suddenly growing
serious, said, Read me that story
about heaven; it ith so gloriouth. I
will, said the mother, but tirst tell
me, did you take the soap out of
the water! Oh, yeth; I'm pretty
ruré I did. The mother read the
description of the beautiful city, the
streets of gold, the gates of pearl.
He listened with delight, but when
she came to the words, No one can
enter there who loveth or maketh a
lie, bounding up, he said, I gueth
I'll go and thee about thut thoap !
—Northwestern Monthly.

R R —

Sunday-School Libraries,

Sunday-school libraries are de-
serving of far more care and money
than are usually devoted to them.
And here again we are suffering
from our own ridicule We have
been turn'ng up our noses at the
good little boy of the Sunday-school
book, when in fact he is far better
company for our boys than the bad
boys on the streets. With a well-
stocked, well-selected Sunday-scho.l
library a church can largely fashion
the beliefs of its children. If we
look back over our lives wost of us
will confess that she characters in
literature with whom we started
out are the people who have kept
near to us all the way.—Advance.
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Laxa-Liver Pills bave become the
ladies’ favorite cathartic. They act
without any griping, purging or sicken-
ing, and if persisted in for a time cure
habitual Constipation,

Weather Prophets.

How a rheumatic sufferer knows
when a storm is brewing After he
takes Milburn’s Rieumutic Pills his

weather forecasting is spoiled. [his
remedy remove: every trace of Rheu-
matism.

SURE REGULATORS

Mandrake and
Dandelio 1 are knowa to exert a power-
ful influence o3 t e liver and kidneys,

rest ring them te healthful action, in
ducing a regular flow of the se:retions
and lmparting to the organs complete
power to perform their functions.
Tnese valuable ingredie: ts enter into
the composition of Parmelee's Vege
rable Pills, and serve to r-nder them
the agreeable and sa'utary medicine
they are. There are few pills so effec-
tive as they in their action,
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Creat Bargains In

SEWING
MACHINES!

We will sell the balance of
stock, while they last from $20
wards, for Cash Only

THE QUEEN, CLIMAX AND
NEW HOME.

Every one warranted, and If no
satisfactory after 3 months we
will refund the money. All must
be sold &t once as we want the
room at

Mcharrav & Go.

USE
Wiley's Emulsion

- OF—

COD LIVER OIL

—AND-—

HYPOPHOSPHITES

The Best for Lung Dieeases,

AT

Wiley's Drug Stors

BATES' MEDI,INES

OUR FAMILY DOCTOR FOR
20 YEARS

The frllowlng letter volces the sen-
timents expressed by hundreds of peo-
ple throughout the Provinces,

Forbesville, Conn. Co.
Jan’y 27¢h,
C. (;A'I‘n-‘!, Sox & Co.

GextLEMEN :—I bought the first
your medicines sold in this locality 25
years ago. I never regretted it.
raised three children and never employ-
ec a doctor for my family or myself.

G ATES
LIFE OF MAN BITTERS,
INVIGORATING SYRUP,

ACADIAN LINIMENT,
VEGETABLE PLASTER,

was our family doctor for over 20 years
and never failed to cure. My children
are married and living in Boston and
they think that Gates' medicines are
the best that they can get to-day.
Yours respectfally,
Mgs. Jou~N Forses.

We want it o be distinctly under-
stood that the excellence of Gates'
Msdicines are strictly mintained and

hat the curative value is greater than
it was 60 years ago that we do not pro-
fess to care chronic dissases in a few
days nor with two or three bottles of
medicine.
C. GATES, SON & CO.,
Middleton, N. 8

New Goods.

JAMES R, HOWIE

PRACTICAL TAILOR,

I BEG toinform my numerous patsona
that I have just opened out a
large and well-selected stock of NE
SPRING OCLOTHS, consisting of English
Sootch and Canadian Tweed Snitlngl.sh.
Cotksorew and Diagonal Suitings, h.hi
and Dark Spring Overcoatings, and all the
lf:.t deng;u tm!'l‘ . sftem in Faney
userings from whi am prepared so
make up in Firer Crass Styis,
to the latest New York Spring and Sen

aatisfaotion.

& PRIOES MODERATE. w8

MEN'S FURNISHING DEPARTMENT

stock of Men's Faraishing Goorfs
sannot be excelled, It consists of Hared
and Bofi Hats o! Eunglish and Amasican
make, in all the novol&oa and Staple Sgyle
for dprlng Wear. White anu atta
shirte, Linen Uollars, Silk Handkerchiels
Braces, Merino Undorweu Hocg od
well selected assortment of lfan an’?
Soarfs, in all the latest patterns of Knolls
and American d

a speclalty

& Rubber Olot
$ s s
Jas. R. Xo wie

192 Quoen S ., Fredericton
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