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INTERNATIONAL LESSON. 

First Quarter, Lesson 6. Feb 5. 1599; 

THE NOBLEMANS SON 

HEALED.—Jon~x 4: 43 54. 

Commit Verses 43-51. 

Golden Text.—Jesus said wunto 
him, Thy son liveth: and himsely 
believed, and his whole house. —J oun 
4: 53. 

HISTORICAL SETTING. 

T'vme.—a. p. 28, early in January, 
or late in the previous December. 

Place. —Cana, a village among 
the hills of Galilee: and Capernaum, 
a city twenty or twenty-five miles 
to the northeast, on the shore of 
the Sea of Galilee. 
Jesus.—31 years old. 

A Goop FounparioN ror Fairs. 
—Vs. 4345. Now aster two days. 
The two days mentioned in v. 40, 
which Jesus spent at Sychar preach- 
ing to the Samaritans. Went into 
Galilee. Continuing his journey, 
which had been interrupted by the 
incident at Sychar. 

Galilee in the time of Christ. 1. 
Galilee was very populous, contain- 
ing, according to Josephus at least 
three mi'lions of people, including 
two hundred and four towns of over 
fifteen thousand inhabitants 

2. It was a very fertile country, 
well watered from the mountains of 
Lebanon on the north. It was full 

| of trees, orchards, gardens, grain 
| fields, vineyards. 

3. It wasa busidess country, fall 
of activities, manufactures, fisheries, 
exports of oil and fruits. Iv had 
contact with the outer Roman and 
heathen world. 

4. The Galileans were a oral, 
intelligent, industrious, and enter 
prising people The were more 
accessible to new t-achings than the 
people of Judea. 

Jesus left Judea for Galilee be. 
cause a deepening opposition was 

tesuni-d, from his own experience, 
that a prophet hath no honour in his 
own country, therefore he went to 
Galilee. Meyer seems to us viry 
near the truth when he explains 
thus : Jesus, knowing well that a 
prophet has no honour in his own 
country, began by gaining honor for 
h self beyond ir,at Jersalem (v.45); 
andiso it was thathe now returned to 
Galilee with the reputation of a 
prophet, which gave him access to 
hearts in his own country. The 
Galvieans received him. The reason 
given. Having seen all the things 
that he did at Jerusalem at the feast. 
The feast must be that referred to 
in 2: 13 24 and chap. 3: 122. And 
many things, doubtiess, were done 
at that time which are not recorded. 
Tae Neep or Fara. —V. 46 

So Jesus ¢ ume agmire into Cana... . 
whers he made the water into wine. 
Because, having once been welcomed 
there as a friend he would now be 
likely to receive a fav: rable hearing 
and make more disciples. 4 certain 
nobleman. He was some high 
officer, civil or military, of Her d’s 
court Some think 1t was Chuza, 
Herod's steward or chamber ain, 
whose wife Joanna was one of the 
women who ministered to Jesus. 
Whose son was sick, av the poiat of 
death with a fever. Times of sor 
row and deepest need lead us to 
Christ. Many a one has gone to 
Crist from a sense of want and 
conscious helplessness. 
Fara Using Means —V, 47. 

When he heard that Jesus was come. 
Knowing that Jesus had wrought 
cures for others, he hoped that he 

{ might be willing to help him. Be. 
| somaht him that he would coms down. 
Thinking that Jesus must go and 
see the boy in order to cure him. 
He could not cure his hoy himself ; 
he therefore weat ‘0 one who could, 

LitrLe Faire A STEPPING STONE 
TO LARGER Farrn.—V, 48. Except 
ye see signs and wonders, ye will 
not believe. Jesus saw that his 
miracles had impressed the people 
more deeply than the teachings they’ 

. were intended to convey. They saw 
the sign, but forgot the thing signi 
fied. He wished that they would 
see his character, his mission as the 
Son of God, h's gospel of salvation 

| from sin, his love and friendship for 
wen. 

THE EARNESTNESS oF Farrn — 

V. 49 Sir, come down ere my child 

die, He had no strength to reply 
or explain, he woul! be hindered hy 
n» seeming rebuke. He showed 
that he was no waiting to see 
wonders, but could trust Jesus to 
heal his son. When the soul is in 
earnest it will not stumble at small 
ohstac'es. 
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Go thy way ; thy son liveth. Here 

is the reward of his faith. And the 

man believed the word that Jesus 
had spoken. Here was a step higher 
in his faith. He not only believed 
in general in the power of Jesus to 
heal, but he believed for himself 

and acted upon his «lief. He be 
lieved the word of Jesus. He had 

come nea er the true faith, which 

developing in Judea. Jesus himsaly 

and started immediately for home. 
At the seventh hour, the rever left him, 

showing a sudden and decisive 
change. Himsel” belisved, and his 
who » Household, family. 
He beli-ved on J esus as his Baviour. 
Before ne had believed about him, 
now he believed on him. They all 
became disciples. 
Note the progress and growth of 

his faith. First step. Faith in Jesus 
as a worker of miracles. Second 
step. Faith enough to seek Jesus 
for relief for his son. Third step. 
faith, after seeing Jesus, in his 
promise and his character. Fourth 
step. Faith in Jesus as the Messiah, 
80 strong as to openiy confess him 

1. It was faith overcoming many 
obsvac les. 

2. It was a faith exercised for 
others. It reached out into the 
region of unseltishness. 

3. It was a reasonable faith, 
based on facts. 

4. It was a faith that led to an 
avowed discipleship, that sets its 
candle on a candlestick, and shines. 

Second mirac’e Not the second 
miracle Jesus had wrought (v. 45), 
but the second in Galilee. 

h OU ~*, 

Pracricar Hints. 

Let us be careful not to (dishonor 
the prophets in our own country,— 
the saints in our own households, 
the gooi in own church, the talent 
in our own families. 

Facts are a t ue foundation for 
our faith. All that God has done 
for others proves that he cau do the 
same for us Every saiur, every 
triumph over sorrow, every miracle 
of conversion, every noble deed, 
what Christianity has dona for 
individuals and for nations, —all are 
proofs of what Jesns can do again, 
and do for us. 
The sorrows, the trials, he temp- 

tations, the difficulties f life, are 
permitted in order to send us to 
Jesus, not only for relief from these 
evils, but through them to obtain 
spiritual blessings. 
God has patience with weak and 

imperfect faith, as a stepping stone 
to higher and purer faith 

It is right to pray for tewporal 
blessings, but God cares more for 
the spiritual blessings which may 
come to us by the way he gives or 
withholds the temporal. 
He that has faith, will act upon 
that faith. and throughlacting upon 
it the faith will be in creased. 
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Keeping Baby Busy. 

Satan’s ingenuity, while idle 
hands serve his turn, is proverbial. 
From his Majesty the wise mother 
will learn a lesson of being alert, 
but her findings will be a satisfying 
occupation instead of mischief 
Kesping just in advance of the 
baby’s active little body and mind 
may become almost an unconscious 

(habit. Material is always close at 
hand, and it is encouraging to find 
tnat the ability to seize and use it 
increases with practise. Let the 
energetic little person do as nearly 
as possible what the mother herself 
is doing; this will satisfy two navur 
al instincts, the social and the imi- 
tative. : 

If it is buttoning her boots let 
baby put away her slippers, one at a 
time, to make the occupation last 
the longer. If sheis writing at her 
desk let an old envelope or letter be 
torn into bits ; the heap way lie on 
her lap, and it is easy, without look 
ing up, to hold out the pieces 
to the little midget, who will trydge 
to the scrap basket, returning again 
and again for another until all ace 
gone. While the breakfast table is 
being cleared let baby carry away 
a spoon, a napkin, aoything which 
entails no breakage and no injury 
to him. 1f dusting is the occupation, 
give him a duster, too. One point 
of great importance is to see to it 
that the objects are put in the real 
places in which they belong; thereby 
the opportunity to train eve and 
hand, as well as to develop order 
and perceptive faculties, will not be 
lost, neither will the child's satis 
faction be marred by the fear that 
it is only play. 
He is in all the above ways happy 

because he is helping mamma ; he 
is saved from the fret and ill temper 
which are sure to possess the idle 
child ; he is learning little ways of 
usefulness which will become natur. 
al to him ; the impression is being 
received that he, too, must do his 
part of the wo k within his range. 
The mother will find herself much 
less tired at the end of such an hour 
than at the close of one through 
which an unanswered baby has been 
teasing and fretting rying his own 
limited best to do something for en- 
tertainment, and failing utterly for 
lack of sympathy and sugg stion — 
H. W. RB in Congregationalist. 
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The Case Against Tobacco. 

Dr. J. H. Kellogg, of the Battle 
Creek Sanitarium, writin in the 
Voice of recent date states the evil 
effects of tobacco in the following 
terms : Tobacco owes its vil pro- 
perties to a heavy oil which it con. 
tains, known as nicotine. It con 
tains also various other poisons 

wost powerful of all known poison. 
| It is almost as potent for evil as 
| prussic acid. 
i of micotine will kill a frog : oue- 
{seventh of a drop placed sn a cat's 
tongue has produced instant death, 
Uwo or three drops distilled into 
the ear of a sleeping man once pro- 
duced death. A child died from 
the application of a little oil from its 
grandmother's pipe to a burn upon 
its forehead 
is used for killing parasites upon 
sheep and other animals. The 
smoke of tobacco is used for des. 
troying green flies and other pes.s 
in greenhouses. The first attempt 
to use tobacco generally makes a 
person very si:k, even though the 
amount used is very small. It is 
clearly a deadly poison. A cigarette 
contains enough nicotine to kill 
two frogs. A single cigar contains 
enough to kiil two men, 

The poisonous effects of tobacco 
upon the body are manifested in 
many ways, especially the following: 

1. The production of various 
nervous disorders, such as weak 
ness of the heart, general nervous 
ness, irritability, blindness. 2. The 
use of tobacco, especially in 
the form of chewing, destroys diges. 
tion disorders the li-er, ard pro 
duces Bright's disease. 3. A general 
cachexia or a state of chronic poison- 
ing, indicated by emaciation, dingy 
skin, lusterless eye, weakness of 
wuscles, brain, and nerves, not in- 
frequently results from the use of 
tobacco. 4. Its dwarling effects 
upon boys is so generally recognized 
that in many countries, as France 
and Switerland, and some States of 
the Union, its use is forbid en to 
boys under eighteen years of age. 
The tobacco using habit has no re 
deeming features whatever. It is 
only evil and leads to other evils, 
such as the use of alcohol and other 
narcotics. 
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Your Pupils for Christ, 

If you are a wise and faithful 
teacher your chief aim an: prayer 
will be the conversion of your 
popils to Jesus Christ. Your main 
reliance must be on the po:er of 
the Holy Spirit. Yet you are t> 
do your part. Remember that it is 
not enough to ask a child Do you 
love Jesus ? or to urge that child to 
rise for prayer. Conversion means 
change of heart, change of character, 
and that is to show itself by change 
of conduct, lwpress on your 
scholars that the only proof of faith 
in Christ and love of Christ is keep 
ing Christ's comimandinents. Mere 
emotioa is shorvlived Strike for 
something deeper. Exhort your 
children to break off from their 
besetting sins and to obey Christ. 
Childhood is the best time to b> 
real Christians. and the worst time 
to make shallow and sham Chris- 
tian profession. A solemn trust is 
yours, and if you are wise and taith- 
ful you may win a crown of glory 
that an archangel might covet. It 
is a glorious thing to be an earnest 
untiring, and dev ted Sunday- 
schoo teacher, wise to win souls 
and mould character for heaven. 
Aud itv is an awful thing to be a 
trifler or a blunderer with children's 
souls. If you love your Master and 
love your scholars, you may ask 
Christ's help, and he will give it.— 
Epworth Herald. 

SPANNER 
Folly of Useless Risks. 

It is better to keep away from a 
moral danger than to see how near 
we can go with safety. It is better 
to understate a fact than to risk an 
overstatement, which may be the 
first step toward lying. There is a 
lesson for us all in the familiar story 
of the gentleman who advertised 
for a coachman, and three men ap 
plied. He asked each of them how 
near he could drive to the edge of a 
precipice without going over, The 
first said half a yard, (he second, a 
a foot. The third said he would 
keep as far from it as possible. He 
w4s given the place. No one wants 
a coachman who is willing to calcu 
late how much needless risk he can 
take. And taking needless risk is 
equally unwise in the conduct of 
life. If you have a weak place, 
keep away from what would tempt 
it, as far as other duties wi.l permit 
Never court temptation, for that is 
u first step toward yielding to it. 
It is putting yourself on the devil's 
side of the fence, whom which it is 
hard to ask for divine help; for you 
have to ask it of a God who has 
bidden you to pray Lead as not 
into temptation. 

——— re ——— 
Why go to College? 

1. Because i: increases one's 
capabilities tor earning a livelihood. 
In all lines of business, trained men 
are more and more in demand. 

2 For the pleasure of knowledge 
and the development of character. 

3. Bacause of the indirect as well 
a8 the direct benefits. There is an 
atmosphere in a good college. To 
breathe it for a single year is to live 
a richer life forever. 

4. Because it increases the power 
which are similarly injurious, but | is 4 personal trust in the Lord Jesus. 

And he wen! his way. He left Jesus, loss deadly. Nicotine is one of the 
and possibilities of a life for useful 
service. 

One fourth of a drop | 

A decoction of tebacco | 

2. Because you can go if you 
' determ: ne to do so. 

6- Beciwuse you will always 
‘regret it if you can go and fail to 
do so 

| may seem insuperable, if you will 
begin, the way will open. 

Because it will help you to 
discover your talents and know your- 
self. 

9: Because it is a religious dut 
to cultivate one’s intellectual gifts. 

10: Because now in your youth 
is the accepted time ; now is the 
day of your mental salvation. 
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Werth of a Warm Heart. 

A warm heart is more attractive 
than a large brain. There are men 
» ho give more pleasure in a cordial 
handshake than most men can give 
in a learned talk about literature 
or philosphy. Men are influenced 
through their emotions more easily, 
and oftener, than by their logical 
faculty. A strong character has 
added power when it shows a loving 
spirit. Even a weak character can 
win favor and do good when it 
evidences an affectionate nature. 
A good city missionary said of a 
man whom he va ued as a helper, 
He isn't much of a man if you meas 
ure him some ways, but he’s worth 
a hundred do lars a year as kindling 
wood in a prayer meeting. The 
worid needs warming in order to 
have all in it do their best work. 
For this use, a handful of kindiing- 
wood on the social hearth is better 
than a wagon-load of ice. Which 
are you in the habit of furnishing ? 
EE 

Better Plant Thaa Build. 

If a man builds, nature straight. 
way sets to work to undo his build 
ing. Rust eats into the iron and 
decay into the wood, aud litt'e by 
little time ravages and destroys. 
Bat if a wan plants, nature proceeds 
to complete his unfinished work. 
He sows a seed, and behold, wheat; 
te plants a cutting, and behold, a 
tree. Such is the difference between 
working alone and working with 
God. He who sows truth in human 
hearts works with God. The seed 
drops into the heart ; lies there, is 
long time hidden ; sprouts ; pushes 
forth the blade and ear, and finally 
the full corn. Not at once; often 
after long delay ; but it fails not. 
Heaven and earth shall pass away ; 
all things material de‘ay; but my 
words shall not pass away : truth is 
imperishable.—Lywman Ab bot,D. D 
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Like Unto His Brethren. 

A white man went as a mission 
a'y to the black people of the West 
Indies ; but although he preached 
the gospel to them, they were very 
suspicious of him and received not 
his help. At last he sold himself 
as a slave and was driven with them 
in the early morning. He fainted 
beneath the lash of the tisk master, 
dragged his way back again to the 
slave hut when the day's work was 
done. and entering into their lives 
he gave them the sympathy for 
which their hearts were craving. 
Verily He took not on Him the 
nature of angels, but He was made 
like unto His brethren.— Dr. Wil 
bur Chapman. 
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Kind words do not co-t much. 
They never blister the tongue or 
lips. We never have heard of any 
mental trouble arising from this 
quarter. Though they do not cost 
much, yet they accomplish much. 
They make other people good natur 
ed. They also produce their own 
image on men's souls, and a beauti- 
ful image it is We have not yet 
begun to use kind words in such 
abundance as they ought to be used. 

Pascal. 

A holy life is a voice ; it speaks 
when the tongue is silent, and is 
either a constant attraction or a 
perpetual reproof. 

Satan selects his disciples when 
they are idle, but Christ chose His 
while. they were busy with their 
pets or casting them into the sea. 

To bl'ss God for mercies is the 
way to increase them; to bless Him 
for miseries is the way to remove 
them. 

Hagyard's Yellow Oil cures all 
Pain and takes out Swelling and In 
flamm™ tion quicker than any other 
remedy. Pr.ce 25¢. 

Quick Cure of Sciatica. 

Mr. A. Ta/lor, 74 Afion Ave.. Tor- 
onto, writes : *‘ I was greatly afflicted 
with Sciatica, but after using - ne box 
of Milburn s Rheumatic Pills I was 
able 1c go to work in three days and 
have not been troubled since.” 

A Clear, Heaithy Skin — Eruptions 
of the skin and the blotches which 
blemish heau'y are the resu't of im- 
pure blood caused “Yy uchealthy action 
of the Liver and Kidneys. In correct- 
ing this unhealthy action and restoring 
the organs to their normal condition, 
Parmelee’'s Vegetable Pil s will at the 
same time cleanse the blond, and the 
blotches and eruptions will disappear 

7. Because, though the difficulties | 
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wards, tor Cash Only 
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NEW HOME. 

Every one warranted, and 
satisfactory after 3 months 
will refund the money. All mu" 
be sold at once as we want the 
room at 

36 00 | or 2 0| It may interest you 
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GATES’ 

LIFE OF MAN 3ITTERS 
BUILT ME UP, 

Waterford, Digby Co., Nov. 1895 
t. (GATES, Son & Co. 
GeNTLEMEN. —T'wo years ago I was 

run down, [ lost my appetite and be- 
came 80 weak that I could not work. 
Teiov wany medicines without receiv. 
ing any benefit. I then got your 

Life of Man Bitters and Syrup 

which built me up so that I have re- 
mained well ever since. 

Very respectfully, 
DELANEY H. GRAHAM 

New Goods. 

JAMES R. HOWIE 
PRACTICAL TAILOR. 

BEG toinform my numerous patrons 
| that I have just opened out a 

and well-selected stock of NEW 
lish 

large 
SPRING CLOTHS, consisting of 
Sootch and Canadian Tweed Suitings 
Corkscrew and Diagonal Suitings, Light 
anc Dark Spring Overcoatiags, and all the 
latest designs and patterns in Famoy 
Trouserings from which I am prepared to 
make up in First Crass Sryus, according 
to the latest New York Spring and S+m 
mer Fashions, and guarantee t- give entire 
satisfaction. 

ar PRICES MODERATE. wa 

EN'S FURNISHING DEPARTMENT 
My stock of Men's Furnishing Joos 
sannot be excelled. It consists of Hard 
and Soft Hats of English and Ameican 
make, in all the novelties and Staple uy le 
for Spring Wear. White and Reg. tta 
shirts, Linen Uollars, Silk Handkerchiefs 
Braces, Merino Underwear, Hosiery nd 
well selected assoriment of Fanoy Tes and 
Soarfs, in all the latest patterns of Enelish 
and American 

& specialty er Rubber Clo 

Jag. R. Howie 
without leaving any trace. 192 Queen St., Fredericton 


