
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. Ocr. 18, 

if We Only Understood. 

Could we but draw back the curtains 

That surround each other’s lives, 

Bee the naked heart and s; irit, 

Know what spur the action gives, 

Often we should find it better, 

Parer than we judge we ehonld; 
We should love each other better, 

If we only understood. 

If we knew the care and trials, 
Kuoew the efforts all in van; 

And the bitter disappointment, 

Understood the loss and gain, 

Would the grim external ronghness 

Seem, I wunder, just the same? 
Should we help where now we hinder ? 
Bhould we pity where we blame? 

0, we judge each bther harshly, 

Knowing not life’s hidden force, 

Xnunowing not the fount of action 
Is leas turbid at ite souree, 

Seeing not amid the evils 

All the golden grains of good. 

0, we'd love each other better 

If we only understood. 

Do it Now. 

“ How do you accomplish so much, 
and in so short a time ? ” asked a man 

of Sir Walter Raleigh. ‘“When I have 
anything to do I go and do it, ” was 

the reply. The man who always acts 

promptly, even if he makes occasional 

mistakes, will succeed when a procras- 

tinator would fail, even if the latter 

have the better judgment. 
When asked how he managed to ac- 

complish so much work, and at the 

same time attend to his social duties, 

a French statesman replied, ‘I do it 

simply by never postponing till 

row what should 

tomor 

De done toaay. It 

was said of an unsuccessful public man 

that he used this 

his favorite maxim being *‘never to 

today wv 

morrow, 

to reverse process, 
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Tomorrow | ’ tis a sharper who stakes 

his penury agamst thy pleuty—~who 

takes thy ready cash and pays thee 

naught but wishes, hopes,and promises, 

the currency of idiots. To-morrow! it 
is a period nowhere to be found in all 

the hoary registers of time, unless per- 

chance in the fool's calendar. Wisdom 

disclaims the word, nor holds society 
with those that own it. Tis fancy’s 
child, and folly is its father ; wrought 
of such stuffs as dreams are, and base. 

ess as the fantastic of the 
vening. : 0, how many a wreck on 

visions 

road to success could say, ‘I have 
spent all my life in pursuit of tomor- 
row, being assured that tomorrow has 
some vast benefit or other in store for 
me |" 

The energy was‘ed in postponing 

until tomorrow a du'y of today would 

often do the work. How much harder 

and more disagreeable, too, it is to do 

work which has been put offi. What 

would have been done at the time with 
pleasure or even enthusiasm becomes 

druagery after it has been delayed for 

days and weeks. Letters can usually 

be answered most easily when first re- 
ceived. 
rule never to allow 

Many large firms make it a 
1 
i etter to lie un- 

answered overnight. Promptness takes 

the drudgery out of aan occupation. 

Putting off usually means leaving off 
: J 

a 

and going to do means undone. Doing 

a deed is like sowing a seed : f not 

done at just the right time, it will be 
fore ver out of season. I'he summer of 

eternity will not be long ugh to en 

bring to ma‘urity the fruit of a delayed 

action. If a star or planet were de’ay 

ed one second, might throw the 

whole universe out of harmony. 

Cw ar's delay to read a messa cost | 

him his life when he reached the Sen- | 

ate house. ‘‘Dalays have dangerous | 

ends. ”’ Colonel Rahl, the Hessian 

commacder at Trenton, was playing 

cards when a messenger brought a 

letter stating that Washington was 

crossing the Delawaze. He pur the 

latter in his pccket without reading it 
until the game was finished, when he 

rallied his men only to die just before 

his troops were taken prisoners, It was 
only a few minutes’ delay, but he los 
honor, liber y, life ! 

**A singular mischance has happened 
to come of our friends,” said Hamilton. 
“At the instant when he ushered them 
Into existence God gave them a work 
to do, and He also gave tner: a com- 

petency of time ; so much that if they 

mail is closed. They arrive at the | 

wharf just in time to see the steam- 

boat off ; they come in sight of the 

terminus precise'y as the station gates 

are closing. They do not break any 

engagement not neglect any duty ; but 

they systematically go about it tco late, 

and usually wo late by about tbe 

same fatal interval.” 
Punctuality is the soul of business, 

as brevity of wit. 

Every business man krows that 

there are moments cn which bang the 

destiny of years. If you arrive a few 

minutes late at the bank, your paper 

may be protested and your credit 

ruined. During the first seven years 
of his mercantile career Amos Law- 

rence did not permit a bill to remain 

unsettled over Sunday. Punctuality 

18 said to be the politeness of kings. 

Some men are always running to catch 

up with their business ; they are al- 

ways in a hurry, and give you the im- 

pression that they are late for a train. 

They lack method. and seldom accom- 

plish much. 

S me one has said that ‘‘promptness 

Is a contagious inspiration.” Whether 

it be .n inspiration or an acquirement, 

1t is one of the practical virtues of 
civilization. 

There is one thing that is almost as 

sacred as the marriage relation—that 

is, an appointment. A man who fails 

to meet his appointments, unless he 

has a good reason, i+ practically a liar, 

and the world treats him as such. 

“I give it as my deliberate and 

Dr. Fi:ch, 

1at the individual who is tardy in 

. » MT) . 

solemn convic ion,” said 
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meeting an appointment will never be 

respected or successful in life. “If a : y i ’ © pu ona s ; scatter it and spread it. You might 
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When President Washing'on dined | holder of stakes for a dog fight. Can 
a® four, new members of Congress 

invited to dine at the White House 

would sometimes arrive late, and be 

mortified to find the President esting. 
“My cook,” Washington would say, 

‘*never asks if the visitors have arrived, 

but if the hour has arrived.” 
When his secretary excused the 

lateness of his attendance by saying 

that his watch was too slow, Washing- 
ton replied, “Then you must get a 
new watch, or I another secretary,” 

Frank in eaid to a servant who was 
always late, but always ready with an 

excuse, ‘I have generally found that 

the man who is good at an excuse is 

good for nothing else.” 

On the eve of Nelson's departure cn 

a famous cruise his coachman eaid that 

the carriage would be at the door | 

punctually at six o'clock. ‘*A quarter 

before,” said the admiral; *‘‘l have 

always been a quarter of an hour be 

fore my time, and it has made a man | 

of me.” 

Napoleon once invited his marsha's 

to dine with him, b.t, as they did not | 

arrive at the moment appointed, he 
bagan eat without 

| 

them. They | 

came in jos as he was rising from the | 

“IL is 1 

to 

table. ‘‘Gentlemen,’”’ said he, 

now past dinner, and we will imm d:- | 

ately proceed to business: 

Many a wasted life dates ite ruin 

five *“Too late from a lost minutes. 

an be read between the lines on the | parfect safety ' my friends, be as 

tombstone of m Aly 4 man who D 8 | wise as the old and let us avoid 

failed. A few minutes often mikes the folly of the: 1g cranez, Do not 

all tho difference between victory and ! eackle | 

defeat, success and failure i It there sre people here who sre 
A conductor's watch is behind time, whispered ab ut.. if there are people 

nd a frightful railway collision occurs. | vho are slandered, if there are 
\ leading firm with enormous asssts | eq I bere who are abused in any 
becomes bankrupt, because an agent | ciro!e f life, let me say for your en- 

is tardy in transmitting available funrs | ¢ uragement that these whisperers 
as ordered. An innocent man is hanged : soon run out. They may do a little 
because the messenger hearin 

prieve stops five minutes hear 

trivial st ry and 

steamer by one minute, 
‘‘Haste, posthaste! Haste for thy 

life |” was frequently written upon 

messages in the days of Henry VIII of 

England, with a picture of a courier 

swinging irom a gibbet. Post offices 

were unknown, and letters were carried 

by government messengers subject to 

hanging if they delayed upon the road. 
Even in the old, slow days of stage- 

coache:, when it took a month of 
dangerous traveling to accomplish the 
distance wa can now span in a few 

hours, unueces:ary delay was a crime, 

One of the greatest gains civilization 

has made is in measuring snd utilizing 

toy 8 h 

misses a train or 

bégan at the right moment, and 

wrought with sufficient vigor; thelr 

time snd their work would end to- 

gether. Bat a good many years ago a 

strange wisfortune befell tl BEE 

fragment of th irailoted time ; lost, 

They cannot tell what becaw a of it 
bat, sure encugn, it has poed out 

of existence ; for inet like ty ensur 

ing lines laid al ngside, th 0. © 4 

inch shorter than the other, ir work 

and their time run paraliet, Lut the 
work is always ten minutes in ad ance 

of the time. They are uot irre. ular. 
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t me. Ve can do as much in am hour 

| to day as hey c.uld in twenty hours a 

i h ndred vears ago; and if it was 

| hangiayg afisir then to lose a few min- 

a 

I utes, what should the peaaslty be now 

| for a like olenss ? 

I YB. ate than never’ is not half | 

80 good a» waxim as ‘‘Better never | 
Iste.— Hi1ccess, 

SSNPS — 
Only what we hive wrought i 

le] 

are posted the very minute after the! with us,—Humboldt. 

i any slanderous wrrds were uttered in 

{nt cackle, and then they would fly in | 

a re- | damage for awhile, but after awhile 

The Sin of Gossip. 

It 18 an outrageous thing ro desp-il ! 

a man’s character, yet that evil grows 

frm century to century, and it is all 

done by whisperers. A, suspicion is 
started. The next whisperer who gets 
hold of it states the suspicion as » 
proven fact, and many a good woman, 

as honorable as your wife or your 

mother, has been whispered out of all 

kindly associatione, and whispered into 

the grave. Some people say there is 

no hell; but if there be no hell for such 
a despoiler of womanly character, it is 

high time that someé philanthropist 

built one ! But there is such a place 
established, and what a time they will 

bave when all the whisperers get down 

thare together rehearsing things! 

Everlasting carnival of mud. 
Now, how are we to war against this 

iniquity which curses every community 

on earth ? First, by refusing to listen 

t « or believe a whisper.” Every court 

of the land hae for a law, and al} 

decent communities have for a law, 
that you must hold people innocent 

until they are proved guilty, There 

is only one person worse than the 

whisperer, and that is the man or 

woman who listens without protest. 

The trouble is, ycu hold the sack 

while they fill it. The receiver of 

stolen goods is just as bad as the thief. 

4n ancient writer declares that a 
slanderer and a man who receives the 

slanderer ought both to be hanged— 

the one by the tongue and the other 

by the ear. And I agree with him. 

When you hear something bad about 
your neighbors, do not go all over and 

ask about 1t, whether it is true, aad 

it be that you, an immortal man, that 

you, an immortal woman, can find no 

batter knsiness than to become a gutter 
inspector ? 

Beside that, at your family table 

allow no detraction. Teach your chil. 

dren to speak well of others, Show 

them the difference between a bee and 
a wasp — the one gathering honey, the 

other thrusting a sting. I read of a 
family whers they kept what they 
called “A Slander Book,” and when 

the house about anybody, or detraction 

uttered, it was all put down in this 

book, The book was kapt carefully. 

For the first few weeks there was a 
great many entries, but after awhile 

there were no entries at all. Detrac 

tion stopped in that household. It 

wou 'd be a good thing to have a slander 
book in all households. 

Are any of you given to this habit 

of whispering about others ? Let me 
persuade you to desist, Mount Tauru 
was a great place for eagles, and cranes 

woald fly along that way, and they 

would cackle so loud that the eagles 

would know of their coming and they | 

would pounce upon them and destroy 
them. It is saia that the old ranes 

found this out, and before they started 

and a nohle purpose. 

'r w-on they c:ntribute to the enlarge- 

n their flight they would always hav: 

a stone in the'r month so they could 
| 

their detraction becomes a eulogy and 

people un”erstand them just as well as 

if some chalked all over their overcoat 
or thair shawl, *‘Here comes a whis- 

Room for the leper. Room 

You go ahead and do your duty and 
God will take care of your reputation 

How dare you distrust him? Yoa 

have committed to him your souls. 
Cen you not trust him with your repu- 
tation Get down on ycur knees b. 

foro God and settle the wat er there 

1 
. perer. 

| separation from sin. 
| 

i |error, 

and appe 1tes are not to be ignored or 

condemned. They have a divine origin 
When indulged 

in moderation under the control of 

ment of mind and the strength of life. 

But when the pleasure which they 

afford is made the chief end of life, 

when they are indulged without re- 

straint or limit, they become a curse 
instead of a blessing. Instead of a 

source of happiness they are trans- 

formed into a fountain of misery. 

The pleasure is too narrow, too shallow, 
and too transient to be the chief end 

of life, and is not worthy to be called 

happicess. 

The pleasure which money gives is 
not happiness. Money isa good thing 

when wisely used. It may contribute 
to educate the intellect, to beautify 
and adorn the home, and to elevats 

and improve life, but when it becomes 

the chisf object of pursuit it ceases to 

be a blessing. When the desire for it 

crowds out holier desires, when the 

poesession of it hinders the pursuit of 

higher good, it brings misery rather 

than happiness. The cares of the 

world and the deceitfulness of riches 

choke the good seed of the kingdom. 

Many have been made miserable by 

money. 
Intellectual pleasure is not bhappi- 

ness. The thrill of joy which rushes 

through the soul upon the acquisition 

of new knowledge is not to be despised. 

Riches of the mind are far more vala- 

able than treasures of silver and gold. 

But these are not the highest treasures. 

The study of science may crowd out of 

the mind higher studies. Intellectual 

achievements and attainments may ba 

made a substitute for higher achieve- 

ments and attainments. The soul hes 
a capacity for something higher and 

better than mere knowledge. 

The apostle says, *‘‘Eye hath not 

neither have 

of the 

hath prepared for 

Him.” And one of 

our poets says truly : 

seen, nor ear heard, 

entered into the heart man, 

things which God 

them that love 

* The world can never give 
This bliss for which we sigh.” 

Neither music, nor painting, nor 

sculpture, nor science, nor wealth, nor 

friendship, vor human love, can fill 

every capacity of the sonl. God has 

provided some higher thing for us. 

Happiness is the joy which ar ses 

from a good character. It is not what 

we can see, or hear, or know, or 

possess, that can make us happy, but 

what we are. It is the inner life and 

not the outer circumstances, Happi- 

ness is a plant which is rooted in the 

deepest soil of our being, and it shal! 

flourish and grow and bring for h fruit 

in every clime. 

To be happy all sin must be forsaken. 

‘‘Blessed is the man that walketh not 

in the counsel of the ungodly, mcr 

standeth in the way of sinnere, nor 

si‘teth in the seat ot the scornful.” 

‘ Blessed i# he who e tranzression is 

forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed 

is the man unto whom the Lord im- 

puteth not iniquity, and in whose 
spirit there is no guile.” No matter 

how profitable a sin may be, no matter 

how much pleasure it may promise, it 

mus’ be abandoned. The sin which 

is dear as a rigat eye, the easily beset- 

ting sin, the sin which brings in the 

There 
can be no happiness without complete 

largest revenues, all must go. 

must be abandoned. 

Selfishness is the root of all sin. Self 

Is the chief obstacle which stands be- 

tween the soul and happiness. Selfish- 

n ss is a fatal fault in human charac- 

[a the pursuit of happiness the 

temptation to make self the cen er and 

Selfishness 

ter. 

make everything bend to the service 

f Rut this 1s a fatal 

Self is vot the center. God is 

the center of the great social system 

a, and all we are members 

one of anc As the plaveta are 

bound sun avd to each other 
by a suntle force which we call gravity, 

so we are all bound to our Ureatop 

and to each ether by a subtle law 

which we can love. Ignore that law, 

and happiness is lost. Obey it, and 

happiness is sure.—Chris. Advocate. 
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Best Way of Using Light, 

We do not always get the good of a 

thing by fixing our attention upon it. 

That meu waom God tukes cure of is 
well sheltered Dr. T4lmage. 
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How to be Happy. 

Cod made man to be happy. The 
de 

to 

They are never too soon, Their lett: rs oh .racter during life can we take aw vy | 

re for happiness is universal, acd 

A candle is a useful thing to him who 

uses it to see his work, but of little 

use to him who looks enly at the can- 

dle. So the lights God hss given us 

are not always of most use to these 
- who occupy their minds with stadying 

them. There have heen careful stu- 
| happiness is the chief pursuit of men, 
| yot few there bs thas tind it. Most 

ind many are ab- 
Some who seek 

ire unhappy 

nm serable. 

Wwmppiness most 

happy life ? 
| w Whaat is the 

A clea 

sd us io our search, Happivess is 
not the 1 laasure which arises from 

f ph; gratilieation, Phyrical desires 

diligeitly are mest o 

.oret of & 

' dents of the B ble, champions of its 

! authority, whose lives showed little 
influ of its precepts. "The Bible is 

» men’s feet, and is most hon- 

well as best used when men 
Ji hy ibe 1t is something to he ohey- 

© 
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ed mouie ‘han talked about. It offers 
lea of what it really is «ill us indeed ihe 1-sser delight which 

cones with the bare knowledge of the 

go ou to the greater joy in the truth 

which comes with obeying and living it. 

“If ye know these things, happy are 

ye if ye do them.” 
re —— 

Criticism.—D. L. Moody in a 

recent addrees, said :—Supposing that 
on the day of Pentecost the apostles 

had been criticising Peter, do you 
think the Holy Spirit would have 

worked so miraculously? Im.gine 

John whispering to James, ‘‘1 douesu’t 

seem to me that Peter is quite up to 

himself this morning, ” and James re- 

plying, **1 am disappointed myself. 

This is a represéntative audience, and 
he lacks polith and finish. ” Suppose 

Andrew had turued to Matthew acd 
said, ‘‘Really, this is too bad for 

Peter to be so harsh on the Pharisees 

and rulers. There are so many other 

things upon which we can agree, I do 

wish be would avoid all controverved 

subjects.” Do you think that, if that 

hid been the attitude of the Apostles, 

tere would have been any conversions? 

I bel eve thar, had we been present at 

the notable meeting, we would have 

heard the prayers of many of the dis- 

ciples on behalf of Peter at that mo- 

ment, and, although the words were 

plain and simple, they were borae 

home to the conviction of thousands, 

because the Holy Spirit could work 

freely. What the minister needs, my 

friende, is your prayers, your sym- 

pathy, your confidence, and not your 

criticism, 

Tre Promises.—God’s promises are 

ever on the ascending scale. Oue leads 

up to another, fuller and more blessed 

than itself. In Mesopotamia, God said, 

“1 will show thee the land.” At 

Bethel, **This is the land.” In Canaan, 

“I will give thee all the land, and 

children 1onumerable as the grains of 

sand.” It is thas that God allures us 

t) saintliness. Not giviog us anything 

till we have dared to act —that He may 

test us. Not giving everything at first 

And 

always keeping in hand an infinite re- 

serve of blessing. Oh, the unexplored 

remainders of God! Who ever saw 

H's last star '— Rav. F. B. Meyer. 
——— re ——— 

That house is no hcme which has a 

grumbling father, a scolding mother, a 

dissipated son, a lazy daughrer, or a 

bid tempered child. It may be of 

marble, surrounded by garden, parks 

and fountain ; carpets of extravagant 

costliness may spread its floors ; pic- 

tures of rarest merit may adorn its 

walls ; its tables may abound with 

da'nties the most luxurious ;its every 

ordering may be complete; bu: it won't 
be a home, 

RSEIREERAS 0, Wen Bate 

It is said that when C:esar once gave 

a man a great reward, the man exelaim- 

ed : “This is too great a gift for me to 

receive.” ‘‘Bur,’ rejoined Caesar, “'it’ 

is pot too great a gift for me to give. 

The promises of God are far beyond 

what we are worthy to receive, but 

thoy are in keeping with the nature 

and glory of God. 
ee - —-— 

When God's children pass under the 

shadow of the cross of Calvary they 

know that through that shadow lies 

their passage to the great white throne. 

For them Gethsemane is as paradise. 

God fills it with sacred presences ; its 

solemn silence is broken by the music 

of tender promises ; its awfnl darkness 

softened and brightened by the sun- 

light of heavenly fices and the music 

of ange! wings.— Farrar, 

There never was any heart truly 
great and zenerous that was not also 
tender and compassionate; it is this 
noble quality that makes all men to 
be of one kind; for every man would 
be a distinct species to himself were 
there no sympathy among individuals. 
—South, 

—that he may not overwhelm us 

Serre 4-8 seems 

Inflammatory Rheumatism. — Mr. S, 
Ackerman, commercial traveler, Belle- 
ville, writes : “Some years ago I used 
Dr. Thomas’ Eclectric Oil for Inflam- 
matory rheumatism, and three bottles 
effected a complete cure. I was the 
whole of oue summer unable to move 
wi hout crutches, and every movement 
caused excruciating pain. 1 am now 
out on the road and exposed to all 
kinds of weather, but have never been 
troubled with rheomatism since. 1, 
however, keep a rottle of Dr. Thomas’ 
Oil on hand, and I always recommend 
it to others, as it did so much for me.” 
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CUTICURA RESOLVENT is £0 pure, sweet, 

and wholesome that all ages mey take it with 
pleasure ana benefit. Its mission i8 to cool 
and elcanse the blood in eczema and other 
torturing, disficurine humors, rashes, and 

irritations, while worm baths with CUTICURA 
f0AP cleanse the surface of erus's and scales, 
and gentle ancintings with CrTICURA Qin 

truth, when we see its harmony acd 
its beauty. But it always calls us to 

ment soothe and heal itehing, burning skin, 

Bold throughout the Wis TER DRUG AND CHEM. 
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Sprains, Strains and Injyy 

Back often cause Kidney 

DOANS KIDNEY PILLS gy 
Here is the proof: 

Mrs. S. Horning, 
Guelph, Ont., says: *Deogy, 
Pills are grand. 1 have not been 
taking them, which was over 3 
last winter, and can give them my 
praise ; for they restored me to hg 
25 years of suffering. Twenty. 

1 sprained my back severely, 
since my kidneys have beenin 3 

Why let you 

snd why 4 
jance to guUES 

state, The doctors told me t} » OF ten years 
kidney especially was in a very Better give 

dition. A terrible burning pain w gsons for g 
sent, and 1 suffered terribly ber way. Iti 

ago and pain in the small of py 
together with other painful and g 

ptoms, common in kidney co 
I could not sleep, and suffered ny 
salt rheum. 
“When I first commenced taki 

Kidney Pills I had little or no faith 
but I thought I would try then 

ed the best experiment [ eye 
had only taken two boxes wheq 

left my back entirely. Three bo 
or five in all, made a complete oy 

‘After 25 years’ of suffering frg 
disease I am now healthy and stro 
and will be pleased to substantiate 
have said, should anyone wish toe 

« nothing tel 

ickly as gray 

Laxa-Liver Pills are t 
perfect remedy known for the cure 
stipation, Dyspepsia Biliousness 

Headache. They work without 
or pain, do not sicken or weaken 
any bad after effects, 
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VIRGINIA FARM FOR SA 
800 Acres. Land layswell, Well 
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